Anacracusst MoHacThIpCKas

KAPT-BJIAHII UMIIEPATPHUIIbBI

Examepuna Benukas. Hmnepampuya. llonumuk. ’Kenwuna. Cumeon 3010mo2o
8eKa pyccKou UCmMopuu, 0 KOMopom MONXCHO Npouumams 8 nobom yyedonuxe. Ho sma
ucmopusi - He u3 yueornuxos. 9mo J[PYI'AA ucmopus. B neii nem cyxux yugp. Hem
NpasubHblX omeemos. 3amo ecmv onpocwvl. Kax yoanoce 3awmamuou Huwyell
npuHyecce 00OUMbBCA CMONbL  20J1080KPYIHCUMENbHO2O 831emad U 0oacue 200bl
yoeparcusams 8 C80UX pyKax 02pomHyto umnepuio? Kax neespaunasn oesyuika cmoana
uepams aydwumu cepoyamu u ymamu Eeponwl? Kak scenwuna coopana 6okpye ceos
bnecmawyo niesi0y Myx#cuuH, cmpoumenei geauxou umnepuu? Ymo 3a kapm-obaanu
nooapuaa eti cyoboa? U xaxoea ovina yena?
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I'JTABA 1.

Cuacmobe nHe max cieno, Kak 0ObIKHOBEHHO Oymaiom Hacmo ono ecmov HU umo
UHoe, KakKk creocmeue BEPHLIX U meepdblx Mep, He 3AMeUYEeHHblX MOJINOI0... Eu;e yauie
OHO Ovléaem PEe3yiomaniom JTUYHbIX Kadecmes, xapakmepa u Nno8eoeHUs.

Examepuna |l

3uMa B TOT I'oJl BblJAJIach MPOMO3IJas U CISKOTHas, moutu Oe3 cHera. Pasa
JIBA IIPOCKINAJICS OEJIBIMU MOKPBIMH XJIOTIbSIMHM, J1a TYT € U PACTasiyl, CMEIIABIIUCH C
TOPOJICKOM Ipsi3bl0 U HEeuHcToTaMH. Yxke K nonyaHto Casnkt-IlerepOypr 3aTsarusana
cepas IeJIeHa, U Ha Jyllle CTAHOBUIIOCh OCOOEHHO TOCKJIMBO U XOJIOIHO.

Oroil 3umoil ExatepuHa 0co00 Masinach M HE 3Haja, 4yeM ceOsl 3aHMATh.
BcraBana 3aTemMHO, KOrjia BeCh JABOP €Ille M3BOJIMI MOYUBATH. 350KO MOEKHUBASCH,
cama pacTaruiMBaja KaMuH, Opocasi B COrpeBalolUil OrOHb CYyXHE MOTPECKUBAIOIIHNE
nosieHbsi. Cama ojeBajach mepel 3epKaioM, He Aoxkuaasch ¢peima. Cama
3aruIeTaNa JUIMHHBIE T'YCThIE BOJIOCHI B KOCBI M YKJIAIBIBAJIA UX B IPOCTYIO YTPEHHIOKO
IpUYecKy. YMbIBajach JICASHOW BOJOM M3 KAAYUIKH, MU KPEMKUM Kode, a MoToM
4acaMHM CJIOHSJIACh M0 KOMHATaM.

bbul Obl cHer, oTmpaBuiach Ha CaHSIX KaTaTbCd — BCSKO pa3BJIEYCHUE.
ByOeH1bl NO3BSKHMBAIOT, HapojA, PYMSAHBI C MoOpo3a, KiaHsercss B mosic. CHer
oOxwuraer 1Mo — xopoulo, Beceno! A TyT cunu Bo ABOpie 3aTBopHuULEH. [laxe
y4EHHE CTalo HenocTynHbIM. Terymka Enmzasera IlerpoBHa mosenena: «Heroxe
KEHE HACJEeIHUKA C YYUTEISIMU J1a KHUTaMH 0anoBaThCsl, U 0€3 YUEHOCTH XOpOIla».
A xomy xopoma? Myxy? EkatepuHa ropbko ycMexHynach. CKopo 1BaalaTh MNEepBbIil
rOJIOK CTYKHET, a BCE JeBKa. Bpoae M MyxHsS KeHa, a CoJOoMEHHas. Bpoxe u
Oyaymiasi uMIiepaTpula, BeJIUKas KHATHHS, a BCe paBHO — 4ykauka. Hu mo0Bu, Hu
apy3ed, HH Haaexabl. Hudero. JlHM CKIIanbIBarOTCA B HENENH, HEIEIU B MECHLBI,
[JISIIMILb, TaK BCS )KU3Hb U POMAET, HE YCIEEIIb OIVISIHYThCS.

ExareprHa BCIIOMHMJIA BYEpalIHUM pa3roBop ¢ mummneparpuueu. [locimennue
nan EnnzaBeTe HE3M0pOBWIIOCH, MyYWJIAach OJIBIIIKONM W JKajoBajach Ha OOJd B
cepale. 3nble A3bIKM [MOrOBAPUBANIA, YTO BO BCEX Heayrax Enm3aBeThl BUHOBATHI
OKYHBKHM B CMETaHe, 0 KOUX MMIlepaTpulia OblJI0 O4eHb Yk oxoda. M 1o Kucenbka
ATOHOT0, TOPOCAT MOJIOYHBIX, IUPOTOB CO CIAJAKUMU HauuHKaMu. He oTka3piBanace
nouka lleTpoBa u OT 3aMOPCKUX SICTB, KOU €M B JJap NPUBO3WIA HHOCTPAHHBIE ITOCIIBI.
Bce 310 OHa 3ammBama XOpOIIMM BHHOM, HE THYIIANach U PYCCKOM BOIKOM,
HAaCTOCHHOW Ha 4epHOM cMopoiauHe M aHuce. CTOMT JM yAMBIATBCA IIOCIE HTOTO
OJIBIILIKE U HE30OPOBOMY LIBETY Jnla? ExarepyHa u He yAuBUIACh, HAIPOTHUB, BTallHE
oOpazmoBanach, KOrja y3Haia O He3AopoBbe rocyaapbiau. LllyTka mm, HECKOIbKO
nHell 0e3 ee KOJKOCTeW W 371bix BompocoB! Jlyumie yx B jneHu mpeObIBaTh, 4em
cTaparbCsi yroauTh wumneparpuie. OT CKykd oO0manach ¢ MaMylIKaMd U
HSHIOIIKaMU, CIyllas UX Pacckas3bl O CTApOJABHUX BpeMEHaX. 3a0JHO U HANEBHBIN
SI3BIK yUuJa: MHOTHE cioBa Exarepuna 10 cux nop npousHocuia ¢ TpyAoM.



Ho ensa EnmzaBera mpumuia B cels, cpa3dy ke mociaia 3a LAapCTBEHHOM
miemsiHauIel. OOmackana, Kak BOJK OBEUKY, ycaauia Tepen coOoi, yroctuia
KoH(eKTaMu, TocIie TPUCTYIHUIIA K TIIABHOMY.

— UYewm nopanyemsb, Katenpka?

ExareprHa Mon4dala, OIyCTUB TJla3a K JOJY, 3Has IO OMbITY, YTO Ha MEPBbIN
TETKUH BONPOC OTBETA JaBaTh HUKOrJa HE cleayeT. BMur o3nmrcs, HaKpu4uT, a
IIOTOM  JIOJTOBBIMM pACHUCKaMU HayHET morpekaTs. Pacnucok y ExarepuHbl
HaKOMMWJIOCh MHOTO: %H13Hb B Poccuu CIMIIKOM J0porasi, a y»K CKOJIBKO Ha B3SITKH U
MOAHOILIEHUS YXOJIUT, U HE cocuuTaTh. [IoToMy M Monyana, rajas, 3a4eM Ha 3TOT pa3
€€ N03BaJIa TOCYAAPbIHA.

— MoxeT, HemoxeTcst Tebe mo yrpam? Moxer, rosoBa Kpyxxutcsi? MyTtur?
— B T'0JIOCE MMIIEPATPHULIBI CIBIIIAIACH HAAECKAA HA TO, YTO JABHSAS MEYTa HAKOHEI
Onmu3ka K ocyuiecTBieHnto. — Crplimana si, 4TO Thl B MOCJHEIHEE BpeMs U3
OTOYHMBAJILHU HE BBIXOJUIIb, TyPHOTON Maembes. Tak?

['onoBa AEUCTBUTENBHO KPYXKUJIACh. B KOMHATE TrOCYIApblHU IMPOTOPKIO H
aymHo. W nypHOTa HakaTwia OT 3amaxa JAKpUYHBIX JIEACHIIOB — JIFOOMMOTO
nakoMctBa EnmzaBersl. Ha MraoBenuwe 3axorenoch OpOCHTh BCE M BBIOEkKaTh Ha
CBEXMU BO31yX, MNOJAIbIIE OT MOCTBUIOW 30i04eHOM KieTku. Ho Bospewms
onomHuunack. Kyna 6exats-10? OT cynbpObl HEe yOXKHINb, CYyAb0y BCTpEYaIoT, TSI
€d IpsIMO B IJ1a3a.

Benukast KHATMHS TOAHSIA TOJIOBY.

Ckpectunach B3ris0M ¢ EnnzaBeToid.

['ocynapeiHs ApOrHyIa NEPBOM, HE BBIAEPKAJIA U OTBEPHYIACH.

— Cnacu6o0, TeTyuika, s abCOJIIOTHO 30pOBa, — POBHO oTBeTHIIa Ekarepuna.
— JlypHOoTa MoOs Jlerko oOBsICHUMA: HE MPUBBIKIA 5 K HEeTepOyprckoi 3mme, 0e3
COJIHIIA CKYYal0.

Enuzasera BOpyT paccepaniach.

— bynTo B TBoeM 3arpame3HOM KHsDKECTBE ero Oosbine Obuio. [lopa Ob
npuBBIKHYTh, Poccus — cynpba TBOsi! — Ilomomuana, cobupasice ¢ cuiamu, C
XPYCTOM pasrpbl3iia JaKpUUHBIN JEAEHEL U TOJIBKO MOTOM MPOAOJIKUIIA: — 310POBa,
3Hauut. Hy, OGmaromapctByro, 4uto 310poBa. TOJBKO OIHOTrO s HE MONUMY, Thl YXK
pPa3bsCHU MHE, TIYIIOM, KaK TaK NoJIydrioch. lllecToi ro Tel 3aMyKeM, a BCE HUKaK
NOHECTH He Moxeub. becruiognas? Marymka TBosi oOpatHoe TtBepauna. Jla
Opuapux, kopoab IIpycckuit, mopyuwics. XOTs TIJe UM B 3TOM pa3OuUpaTrhcs,
WHTPUTaHbl JOMOpOLIEHHbIE. [[prBe3nn mycToTenyr0, AyManu WITMOHUTh HAYHEUIb.
Awn net! He Beiio! He mo 3yb6am um pycckue opemku! Kyna @punapuxy cynpoTus
Bbecryxesa, a?

Exarepuna cxxanace OoT ABHOTO ynpeka. [IpaBa nmneparpuna. beumm uaTpura.
[Toka cama Ekatepuna (torma eme Codbsa-Aprycra-®Openepuka) Jiexajia B
ropsiYeyHOM Opefly, He BBIIEP)KaB CYpPOBBIX METEPOYypPrcKUX MOPO30B, MaTh COIILIACH
C HEKOTOPBIMHU 3HAaTHbBIMHU BeibMOxkamu. He ycrosuta Moranna-EnuszaBera u nepen
Jackamu (panirysckoro kpacaBumka Illerapau. A Tam U pycckue IBOpsHE



noaTsAHynuck: Ha Bech [lerepOypr canon Moranusl npocnaBuiu. IlocTenbHble yTexu
IIEPEIIENNCh ¢ UCKYCHBIMU MHTpUramu B nosibdy ®punpuxa Ilpycckoro. [la BuaHo,
HE TAKHMM YK MCKYCHBIMM — JOHECHM. Enm3aBera CKBO3b MAJBLBI CMOTpPENA Ha
cpaMHOW Tpex ("4ero yx CKpbIBaTh, cama JIOOWJIA HEJO3BOJCHHBIC JIACKH), HO
INUMOHOB He Teprena. K Ttomy ke el camoil monpaswics Illerapan, xoToporo
Enn3aBera MOBOJBHO YacTO MpuIjallaja Ha HWHTUMHBIE YKHUHbI. B o0meM, en
(paHIly3UK 3a IBOUX U JFOOMJI TOXKE — 32 IBOUX.

Macna B orons nojumi becrtyxkes. IIpenoctaBus rocygapbiHe 10Ka3aTesIbCTBa
BETPEHOCTH (ppaHIly3cKoro nociaaHHuka. Moranny-Enu3aBeTy ¢ mo30poM BbICTaBUIN
U3 CTpaHbl, HaKa3aB BIpeIb He sBIAThCA. Jlaxe ceiiuac Ennsasera ¢ oTBpalleHHEM
roopuiia 00 Moranse, 4To yX O Te€X YepHbIX IHsAX BcnoMuHath! ExaTepuHa yuenena
C TPyIOM — MOHAYaJly OT THEBA W ONalbl CIIACJIA CWJIbHAs IPOCTYJa, ITOTOM
HEUCKYIIEHHOCTh U HAUBHOCTb. ['0cnou, Kak JaBHO 3TO OBLIO!

Omna ykpanakoii B3risiHyaa Ha Enuszasery. Ilepen orbe3nom B Poccuro @punpux
[Ipycckui ckaszai, 4To pyccKas MMIEpATpUlla — OJHA M3 KPACHBEHIIMX KEHIIUH
EBponel: «OcobeHHo xopoir poT. Jpyroro Takoro He ChICKaTh. OH IMOJIOH Tpalui,
yIIBIOKH M KOKETCTBA. DTOT POT HE YMEET rPUMAcHUYATh U IapUT Ta-aKue MOLEeNyH, O
KOHUX JIFOOON CMEPTHBI MOXKET TOJBKO MEUTaTh. | J1a3a TporaTenbHble. OHU KaXKyTCs
YepHbIMM, XOTS Ha caMOM Jeje ToiyOble. Y HMIlepaTpulbl 4YepHble OpOBH HU
POCKOILIIHBIE TenenabHble BoJochl. CioBOM, HET juua, nojxodbHoro ei! LlBer nuna,
I'pyAb U pyKH — HEBUJaHHBIE 110 KpacoTe. [loBepb MHE, 1E€BOUKA, 51 3HATOK U T'OBOPIO
6e3 npenyoexnaenus!». JlykaBun msas Opuapux, oX, Kak JyKaBWJ, CTapbId JIHC.
IOnyro ExarepuHy TOorga odeHb CMyTHJIa OrOoBOpKa o mnouenysx. OTkyna Takue
no3HaHus? [loMyuuBHIMCH JIOOOMBITCTBOM, BCE-TaKM HE BBLIEp)Kaja M 3ajana
Bonpoc Mmarepu. MoranHa ycmexHynach. «3HaeT, 0 4yeM roBopuT. Eciu Obl He
ciy4aii, ObITh OBl PYCCKOM MMIIepaTpHlle TBOEH Omkaiimeil poacTeennuuei. Ho...
3TO HE MOS TalHa».

ExaTtepuna noHsnaa u OoJsbliie He TONBITHIBAIACH, OAHAKO MO MpPUE3Ie MEePBbIM
JIEJIOM TPHHANACh PA3IVISABIBATE PYCCKYIO caMojepxuny. Tak au xopomra, Kak
roBopsT? YBHI, Kpacota EnnzaBeTsl 1aBHO moOsekia. B cBeTIBIX Kocax MOSBUIINCH
cepeOpsiHble HUTH, y Ty0 3ajerd CKkiIaakd, ¢urypa paciibliach, IOTEpsB
IPUPOAHYIO Tpalii0, KOTOPYIO TaK BOCIEBAJIM COBPEMEHHHMKM HMIIEPATPHUILIBL.
JKenToBaThlil IBET M@ TOBOPUII O TOM, YTO F'OCYJIapPBIHS HE IIPOYb BBIIIUTH U MHOTO
BPEMEHU MPOBOJAMT B IyIIHOM NoMeleHuu. Briocnencrteun Exateprna oTkpbuia AJis
ce0s1 HOBBIE YEPThl «TETYUIKU». JIEHb U OJIHOBPEMEHHOE OECIOKOMCTBO, BIACTHOCTD
U YyBCTBEHHOCTb, HA0OKHOCTh U CyeBEepHas 3K3aipTalus. OHa MOIJa MpOIUIAKaTh
HOJIAHS M3-3a TOTO, YTO BBIIIMBKA HA IUIAThe (PEMIUHBI HAMHOTO JyYIlle, YeM €€
Hapsd, WIM BbIJATh JCHBI'M HA YBECEJIEHHs B TO BpPEMsl, KAK BaXKHbIE IPUKa3bl
NBUIWJICH Ha CTOJIE IO HECKOJIBKO MECSLEB, 0KUAAs CBOETO Yaca.

Ho e cronno HenooneHnBaTs NMNEPATPULLY — UCTUHHYIO 10Yb CBOErO OTIIA.
[Ton mackoi OOPOIYLINS U HAUBHOCTH CKPBIBAJIHCH OCTPBIN, O€3KATOCTHBIN yM H
JKECTOKOCTb. [la, mpu BocmiecTBHM Ha NpecTon Enn3aBera MOKIUIACh, YTO BO BPEMS
ee [[apCTBOBAaHUS HU OJIMH 4YeJIOBeK He OyzaeT kazHeH. U caeprxkana knsaTBy. Opuapux



BOCXMIIAJICSA PYCCKOM BJIaJBIYMIIEH, ITOCTaBUB €€ B npuMmep Exarepune. 1 nume no
npuObiTud B Poccuio BeMMKON KHATHMHE OTKPBUIACH CTpalllHas MpaBla: Jydlle YK
CMEpTHas Ka3Hb, 4YeM MoA0OHbIe MBITKU. Tonabko B oauH roa B IlerepOypre Obuin
OoTpyOJIeHbl JIB€ THICAYM SI3BIKOB W JBE ThICSuM map ymeil. M 3To Ha3biBaeTcs
muioctei0? Ilpu nBOope Xomwnum ciayxu M O TOM, Kak xXecToko Ennzasera
pacnpasiIseTcsi ¢ KPACUBBIMU M MOJIOJBIMM COIIEPHULIAMHU: TIOJICOTHU y1apOB KHYTOM
U TPOKOJ s3bIKa pacKalleHHbIM >kene3oM. M Her Hukakux wusmeH! Hepeaxo
UMIIEpaTpHIIa caMa IPUCYTCTBOBANA IPU KAa3HU, HACJIAXKAAsCh KPOBABBIM 3PEIIUIIEM.

Jlo cux nop ExarepuHa He 3Haja, IIOYEMY U3 BCEX HEBECT — CAKCOHCKOM,
MOJILCKOM, aHTJIMMCKOM, HEMEIIKOM, MBEICKON — Cpe/id KOTOPHIX ObLIIM U KpacHuBee,
U 3HaTHee, U OJaropojaHee, UMIEpaTpUlla BblOpana UMEHHO €€ — J04b LUIIOXH U
aBCTpUIICKON MMMOHKU. Heyxenu mocunrana, 4To poioBoe OECIyTCTBO MEPEHIET OT
MaTepy K T0YEPHU U MOMOKET PACIIEBEIUTh HACIEAHUKA, PYCCKOTO YEPTYIIKY, KOETO
HEHaBUJEN BECh PYCCKHUI ABOp, BKJIIOYas M camy umiepatpuiy? YUrto x, Toraa
EnuzaBera ommoiacs. He momorio.

— 3acHyna Tel 4TO Jin! — pazapaxkeHHo kpukHysa EnuszaBera. — Tak He Tam
CIUUIb.

— IlpocTure, Balie BenuuecTBo, — Nokasiaach ExaTtepuna. — 3anto0oBanach.
BsI ceroiHs npekpacHo BBIMIAAUTE. DTO IJIAThE YIUBUTEIBHO BaM K JIMILLY.

KoMIMMeHT noy4usicss COMHUTENbHBIM U TPYOBIM: IJIaThE OBLJIO IUMOHHOIO
OTTEHKA C KPAacCHBIMH JICHTAMM M K JKEJITOMY JIMIYy COBEPIICHHO He nuio. OmHako
JIECTh IPHUILIIACH 10 BKYCY.

— BeikpyTunacs, — n06poayuiHo nposopyana EnuzaBera n npoposmkuia: —
MHe HacnenHuk HykeH. Cama 3Haellb, OT YEPTYLIKU TOJIKY HUKAKOTO...

Ckazana u oceknach. Exarepuna chenana BUZ, YTO HE 3aMETHJIA JIOCATHOU
OoroBopku. KpoBp npunmna K rojgose, CTajno TPyAHO JbIIIATh. YK€ HE B IIEPBBIM pa3
ee Tep3add OOWIHBIMH BompocaMu. JIOOOMBITHRIE B3TJSAABI, 0O€3 ycTanu
OLIYMBIBAIOIIME CTPOMHYIO ¢urypy, — He Oproxata JIu? —aBHO CTajlH
NPUBBIYHBIMU, KaK W IMOCEUIEHUS MPUABOPHOro menuka — Jlectoka. Ero motHele
arobomnbiTHRIE pyku Exatepuna HenaBuzaena. OcmarpuBasi, JlecTok To u jAeno
HOPOBWJI YILIMIIHYTh MoJsiofioe ynpyroe teio. Ho ona tepnena. Kyna neBatbcs?

Bce xpnanu Hacnennuka. Bee BuHnim ee. OHa ke Monuana, CKpeiBasi 00ib U
yHIWXKEHUe. Jla 1 KoMy IpU3HATHCS, YTO U MOCJE LIECTH JIeT Opaka MOo-IpeKHEMY
HEeBUHHA?! A MyX...

— To-t0 1 cMmotpro, uto IleTpyma Ha pycCKuUX IEBOK 3ariisiJbIBacTCs, —
EnuszaBera, Ka3ainoch, HACIaXIANachb IIOKOPHOCTBIO M CTBIIUIMBBIM PYMSHIIEM
HA3BAHHOM IUIEMSIHHULIBI. — JlapoM MBI, 9TO JIM, TaKUX MOAOMpAEM. CTaTHBIX Ja
BBICOKHUX, KPOBb C MOJIOKOM. ECTb 3a 4TO yIIMNHYTh Ja noTporats. Y1 roBopsaT — He
B mpuMep Tede — CKIIaiHee.

Eme onun ykyc B OonpHOE MecTo. Tak OXOTHMYBS IIIaBKa BIUBAETCS B
PAHEHOr0 3BEPs M TEp3aeT, MoKa TOT He M310xHeT. KarepuHa m cama 3Hana, 4To
HeKkpacuBa. Xyza, yIJoBaTa, HeckiaaHa. YepTel uma €€ TOJBbKO-TOJIBKO
0oOpMHIIIUCh, a 7O TOTO TOpaXaJld CBOEW HEMPaBWILHOCTHIO. [loxkamyi, TOJIBKO



rJia3a XOpOIM, OMYIIEHHbIE TYCTHIMA PECHHUIIAMH, C 30JOTHIMH KpalMHKAMHU.
[Ton6oponok BosieBOH, He xeHCKUM. ['yObI y3KHe, ypsiMo CKaThIe.

['oBopuna mo-mpexHeMy C omMOKaMH, THcala U TOTO Xyxke. Bech ABop
MOTeUIaNICsA HaJl €€ aKIIeHTOM U HempaBUJIbHBIMU 000poTami, a [lerpymia Gosee Bcex.
[locne ocmbl eMy, Ka3ajaoch, JOCTABISLIO OCOOEHHOE YIOBOJBCTBUE MCTA3AThH
BEJIUKYIO KHATHHIO, HE MYJIPEHO, YTO 3/IECh OHA YyBCTBOBAJa ce0sl UyKOH.

Her, He moOun ee MyX, Jla U cama OHA, NMPU3HATHCS, HE NMUTalIa K HEMY
J000BHOM cKkJIOHHOCTH. Yeprymka. HecaepkaHHbIM, TpyCauBbIA, TpyObld U
HEe0Opa30BaHHBIN, OH, Ka3aJ0Ch, ObLI BMECTHJIMILEM BCEX HM3BECTHBIX MOpPOKOB. U
BMecTe ¢ TeM [letp denopoBud obagan cTpaHHOM, OECIIOKOMHONW M OYE€Hb PAaHUMOM
nymoi. M kak TOJbKO OHA yAEep>KMBaJIach B 3TOM y3KOM, UCTOIIEHHOM U YPOJIMBOM
tene?! Bo3moxkno, ExaTepuna mMorna Obl eciii HE MOJIIOOUTH, TaK MPOHUKHYTHCS K
HEMY CUMIIaTHEH U IPY’KECKUM yJ9aCTHEM, HO KU3Hb CIOXKUIach nHade. OTHOIICHUS
CyNpyTroB 4YeM-TO HAIOMUHAIU HW3HYPHUTEIbHYIO BOWHY, NMPUYUHBI KOTOPOHU YKe
HUKTO HE MMOMHUT, BOIOIOT MO MPHUBBIYKE, OCTABIISISA HA TI0JIe OpaHu MOCIEIHUE CUITBI
u Hanexnael. Muorma Ekarepune kaszaioch, 4TO OHa 00s3aTE€IBLHO MPOUTPAET
Oaranuio, WHOTJA Bepuia, 4TO OAEepKUT BBepx. Ho cympyra He moOuna u He
npuBeyana.

— A uyto pgenarb? — EnuzaBera pe3ko HAKIOHWJIACh BIEpEN. 3aBUTHIE
nenesabHble OYKIIM OnacHo AporHyiau. — Tl xkeHa emy. Benukas kusiruns Exatepuna
AnekceeBHa! Tak M3BOJb CBOM JIOJT BBINOJHUTD MEPE TOCYJAPCTBOM POCCUNUCKUM:
pOIM HAcNeAHUKA, a TIoCIIe. .. TTOCIe Jieail, 4To Xxouellb. Memars Tede He CTaHy.

— Jla xak »xe ero BBINONHMINIB? — yXBaTwiach KaTs 3a mocienHioro
coJIoMUHKY. — Ko OH 0T Moeii crianbHu O€XHT, Kak OT orHs!

— Tbe1 — xena, — oTpe3ana umneparpuua. — Tbl ¥ peman. Yau, He neBuna,
co00pa3uIllb, 4TO JCIATh.

Benukas KHATMHSA C TPyIOM clepkaja CMeX IOIoJIaM CO CJe3aMH, OCO3HaB
MUKAHTHOCTh CIIOKHBINEHCs cuTyaruu. Cama BUHOBATa, yroAwia B JOBYIIKY. Uero
HE CKaXelllb O Cympyre: TOT Kak pa3 MPUHSI HEOOXOAMMBIE MEphl, YTOOBI HUKTO,
KpOMeE Hee, He y3HaJ 0 TIO30pHOM (hracko.

...B cynpyoiceckyro onouusanvuio Ilempywa eowen uspsiono nwvamwwvim. Tpscca
ocunogvim aucmom. OHA UCNY2aHHO 8XCaANACh 8 MACKYI0 nepun). Ileped omwvezdom
MaAmywka oOvACHUNA, YMO UMEHHO Oelaem MYNCUUHA C JHCEHWUHOU, U menepo
Examepuna co cmpaxom u maoedcoou xcoana ciaokoeco momenma. Xomenoco
HAOeAamuvcs, Ymo ClaoKo2o.

llemp ompoelenyn U HENOBKO NAIOXHYICA pPAOOM, 00ACb  KOCHYMbCA
MuyedyuHo20 meia noo HapsoHoU, 8bLUUUMOU cepedbpom, pybawkol. Kams mooice He
uiesenunacy.

Ona Oaoice ne nowsaAna, umo nomom npouzouino. Ilomnuna moavko, Kax oH
pazopsean Ha Hell MOHKYI0 MKAHb U éMs1 8 nocmens. Ilomuuna 6one3HenHblll YKy Col
Ha wee u 2pyou, yoapvl no Juyy U Xpunivlii CHOH, Nepexo0sujull 8 NOYMuU 36epPUHbLI
gou. Ilokopno pasoeumyna Ho2u U, NOMHA HAKA3 Mamepu, NPUNOOHANACH, YYMb
UB02HYBUUUCH, YMOObL MYAHCY ObLIO YOOOHee.



Houb Onunace 6éeuno —nonvimka 3a NONLIMKOU, U KAHCOASL OKAHYUBANACL €20
cne3amu U HCUBOMHOU 31000uU. B ceoetl Heyoaue Ilemp eunun owceny. Ona pooKo
noenaouna no cnune — ommoaxkuyn. Iloyenoeana 6 nokpvimylo ocnunamu weky —
yoapun. Ilpusicanace —u nonyyuna 60ae3HeHHbIl NUHOK 8 HCUBOMI.

Tonvko noo ympo 3a6bi1uct msdxHcenbiM CHOM.

Kozoa Examepuna omkpwina enaza, mysxca paoom ue o6wino. Tonvko Ha nepune
PACHIbLIOCL MAleHbKoe KpacHoe namubluiko. Cmawume ewe menioe KypuHoe
cepoeuko ¢ Kyxuu ons Ilempa ne cocmasuno mpyoa. B nepeyio munymy Examepuna
nouyecmeosana 01a200apHOCMb K MYHCYy, U MOJbKO NOMOM NOHANA, YMO MAKUM
obpazom oH obezonacun cebs. OpauHAs HOUL 3ABEPUUUIACL MAK, KAK U OOJHCHO
ObIMb, C8OLL 002 BEIUKULL KHA3b GLINOTIHUL 8 COBEPULEHCMEe, menepb el NPeoCmOosiio
ebinoaHUms ceou. Ho xax? Om ceamoeco dyxa oemu He poricOaomcs.

Bnocneocmeuu Ilemp ewe neckonvko paz npuxoounl K Heli 8 ONOYUBALbHIO,
cHosa myuyas u mepsas oooux. llocne maxux Houeti Examepuna ne mo2ia
NOABIAMBCSA NPU 080pe, 3ANeHUUBAsi CUHAKU U C1edbl OM YKYCO8 MpAasKol 0005201.
Heucanace ona ¢ mpyoom: Ilempy oocmaenano ocooou y0080abcmaue npuduHamy et
0016 mam, yapanas u Wunas HexicHvle ckiadouxu. OOHaxMcovl OH NpuHec KHym...

B xoneunom urore, Ekarepuna noutu yoeauia cedst B COOCTBEHHOW BUHE: OHA
TaK MPOTHBHA MYXY, YTO COBCEM HE MpPHUBJIEKAeT €ro Kak >keHmuHa. Ho morom
3aMeTHiIa, 4To Bce yBieueHusa llerpa 3akanumBanuch Oe3BpenHbiM ¢uupromM. Hu
onHa U3 (aBOPUTOK HE MOIJa MOXBACTATHCS JIOOOBHON OJM30CTHIO C BEITUKHUM
kHs3eM. Hu onHa. A 3Hauut... Hudero 3To He 3HAYMT.

EnuzaBera TeM BpeMeHEM TsKEJ0 MOAHSIIACH C Kpeced, MOI0ILIa K OKHY:

— Wb Th1, Kak 3aBosokso0. Toro u risau, Hebo ynaner Ha 3emito. Hea BoT-
BOT 13 OeperoB BeIAAET. J[aBHO Tako# 3UMBI HE OBLIIO: HABOJHEHUE 32 HABOJAHEHHUEM.
[IpaBa ThI, MaTymKa, 1aBUT moroja. Kak HUKOTa OOJOTHBIN AyX 4yBCTBYeTCs. Bee
cmor nobopots Iletp, a Gonora, Kaxkuch, Bce paBHO BBepx OepyT. Mnu mpoxisiTue
AnemkuHo neicTtByet, a? Ho Hudero, ckopo cHer moijer, jgerye craHet. JypHoTa
MPOIIET, HOJIHOW TPYJIbIO JBIIIATh HAYHEIIb. A O TOM, YTO 51 Te0e cKa3alia, MoayMai.
[Tonrona tebe nmaro. He moHecelib, B MOHACThIph coluito, a [lerpy Apyryro xeHy
Haiity. Be1oop HeiHue 6oratbiid. [lonsna?

Uto X, TYyT HE TMOHATh. Y€l MOCTBUIBIX LAPCKUX KEH — 3axXydasblid
MoHacThIpb. CoBceM HenaBHO ExareprHa y3Hana o rneyajabHOUM cyb0e MmepBOi KEHbI
ITetpa Bemuxoro — EBnokum JlonmyxuHoul. HecMoTpss Ha poxIacHUE IETEH U
BEPHOCTH CynpyrH, [leTp nobuscst nepkoBHOTO pa3Boja U cociayl EBIOKUIO B caMblii
JalbHUN MOHACTBIPH, IJI€ Ta MPUHSJIA HACUIBCTBEHHBIN MOCTPUT. A caM >KEHHJICS Ha
IIOPTOBOM JEBKE, BO3BEAS €€ B paHr ummeparpuupsl. Ho He ciomunace EBmokus,
BbICTOsUTa. IMEHHO TaM, B CCBIJIKE M JKJaia €€ HeXHas JI000Bb, O KOTOPOH JI0 CHUX
MOp B HAPOJIE CJIAraloT KpacuBbie necHU. XKajib TOJIBKO, HEAOITO npojuiack: [letp
HE TepIen U3MEH, Take U OT ObIBIIUX keH. YymHa TBOs uctopus, Poccus-maryiika,
Hernpeackazyema! BoT u ee ket momoOHas y4acTh, €CJIH TOJIBKO. ..

— Uro ckaxemb? — EnnzaBeTa Brienuiach B3IJSIIOM U HE OTITyCKaJIa.



— UYto x TyT ckaxemb? Bama Boms, rocymapeins! — EnuzaBera pesko
o0OepHynach, U CTOJIbKO HEHABUCTU M THEBa ObUIO B 3TOM MHHUMOM COTJIACHH, YTO
EnuzaBera nomstuiiack. — K10 x noiaer cynpotus napckoil Boau! BoT Tonbko Tak
e, KaK ¥ Bbl, OJTHOTO MOHATH HE MOTY: KaK MOXHO POJUTH, OyIyun AEBUIICH.

— Uro?! — umneparpuna gaxe paccMmesach OT HEOXHJaHHOCTH. [lotom
OT/ABIIIAJIACh U BECEJO KUBHYJIA, JaBasi MOHATH, YTO OLIEHUJIA IIYTKy. — TaK Thl 10
cux nop aesuna? Ymopuuib Tel MeHs, Katepuna, oil, ymopuiiib.

«Xopomo 0w, — moaymana Exarepuna. Jla rae >k MHe ceiiyac ¢ ToOOM
TATATHCS»?!

— A HyTt-Ka, noctoi, — EnuzaBera mopoma Onuxe, CIOBHO TaKk MOTJa
pacniozHath oOmaH. EkatepuHa apornyina — Heyxenu nonyduiock? [lomyuumnocs!
EnuzaBeta sBHO BCTpEeBOXKMIIACh, 3aBOJHOBAJACh, JIMIIO [MOOArpOBENO, HAIMIIOCH
THEBOM U HETIOHUMAHUEM:

— Tak, 3HauuT, HE NIYTUIITH?

— HeTr, — KOpPOTKO €JIOBO KAMHEM YITAJIO MEKly HUMH, IIPUTIEYATAB TULIUHY .
Exatepuna Mojuana, Haclaxaasch CBoel MalieHbkoi mobenoii. ['ocymapeins
BIIEPBBIE BBITJISAIETIA PACTEPSIHHOM.

— Ho Benp MHe nonecnu... IIpocteiHiO mokaszanu. Yepes miecTh JIET Mocie
Opaka — u aesuna! 3acmerot Benb! Ha Bcro EBpony mozopa He obepembes. [Touemy
MoJtyana?

— bosnace rHeBa napckoro.

— ['HeBa Oosiiack, a KaK MPUIEKATh CTAJI0, HE UCIyrajachk npusHartbes. [loau-
Ka BoH! — BIpyr npukaszana oHa. — CBoOU MOKOM HE MOKUAATh, kJaTh JlecToka.
Ecnu oH moarBepauT TBOM CjioBa, TO A... ... Ctynaii!

Exarepuna BbpIlLIa, 1epkKa NPSIMYIO0 OCTPYIO CIIHHY, I10J POCKOLIHBIM IIJIaThEM
JpOKalii KOJICHKHU, B YTOJKax TIJia3 3aCThUIM OJIECTALINE CIE3MHKH, HO BHYTPEHHEE
YyBCTBO ITOJCKA3bIBAJIO. CTAPOM JKM3HHU CKOPO NPHUAECT KOoHel. Bmepeau ee xayr
nepeMeHbl. BOoT TonpKO K Jydiiemy ju?

Tem xe BeuepoMm B mpuBaTHOU Oecene ¢ ummneparpuiei JlecTox TOM0XKNI:
BEJIMKasl KHATUHS JIEUCTBUTEIBHO ACBULIA.

Nmnepatpuiia Bnana B sspocts. [lo ee nmpukasy, HacaeAHUKA TalHO MOABEPIIIH
MEJIMIIMHCKOMY OCBHUJETEIbCTBOBAHUIO, HECMOTpPsS Ha MpoTecT. YepTylika BbLI,
U3BUBAJCS U TPO3UJICS YyOUTHh KaXJ0ro, KTO K HeMmy mnpukocHercs. Ilocie cHUK,
pacruiakasicsi ¥ o3BOJIMII JieJaTh ¢ co00i Bce, uTo ObLI0 HaI00HO. U ToJIbKO U3penka
MOCKYJIUBAJI OT OOUIbI U 3JI0CTH.

BricnymaB BTopo#t noknaa, EnuzaBeta K COOCTBEHHOMY YAMBICHHUIO TOXE
pacmakanace. M Tyt noaraawn. Yepryiika, OH U €CTh YEpPTYILIKA: HUYEr0 XOPOLIErO
OT HEro 1. JIeCTOK Mmojan uMmnepaTpule YCIIOKOUTEIbHYK) HACTOMKY IIOIOJIaM C
BuHOM. Enn3aBera ocymmna yapky 3annom u notpedonana eme. U emre. [Topo3osena,
noBecesnena u norpedosaina nmoapoOHocTel. JIecToK mocmenny UCIIOTHUTD KETaHue
rOCyJIapbIHU.



AHaTOMUYECKOE CTPOCHHME HACIIEJHUKA HE MO3BOJISUIO €MY HCIIOJHHUTH CBOM
MY>KCKHE OOSI3aHHOCTH HE TOJBKO MO OTHOILIEHHUIO K CBOEH *eHe, HO BOOOIIe U K
0601 xeHmuHe. ClnenoBaTenbHo, O MPOJIOKEHUH PO/ia U peYH HE HUIO.

— DOra npobjema XapakTepHa AJisi BCEX MMIIEpATOPCKUX JOoMOB EBpombl, —
nenukatHo oObsicHAN Jlectok. — K mpumepy, u3BecTHO, 4TO (paHIly3CKHIl KOPOJIb
JItonOBUK...

— TaI emie mpo MycynbMaH BcrioMHu! — oOopBana neiio-menuka Ennsasera.
— C ux, npocTu rocnoiu, o0pe3aHueM.

— HMeHHO oOpe3aHne W noMoraer M30aBUTbCS OT JTOM JEIUMKATHOU
npo6iieMbl, — He ycnokowics Jlectok. — BoT ¢panitysst...

— Jlanuce Tebe 3TH (paHily3bl, — psABKHYIa umieparpuna. — IIpo Hac
CKa3KH CKa3bIBaH, a (ppaHIry3sl caMu pa30epyTcs, UTO K UeMY.
— Benukuii KHI3b Hy)XZaeTcs B HEOOJbIION omepanuu, — MNPUABOPHBIN

MEAMK TIIATEIbHO TMOJBICKHBAJ CJIOBA, YTOOBI HE OCKOPOUTH CTOJIb aBTyCTEHUIIUX
0c00. — CyxeHue KpaifHel TIOTH TaKOBO, 4yTo He To3BoiisieT [letpy degoposuuy...

— 3Hato, crublmana, — TPOMKO BBICMOpKalachk wmmeparpuna. — Yrto
peiaraeiib ?

— Hcceuenue miotu. Kak y mycyiabMaH.

— Her! — B3BU3rHyn Benukuii KHs3b, ObIBIIMKA TYT xe. — He Hamo! S Bce

Mory, Tterymka! Crnpocu, KOro xodelib, Kaxiasi OTBETUT, YTO JIydllle MEHS HUKOTO
HeT. JTo Bce oHa, Karbka, Ha MeHst HaroBapuBaeT. 3 3aBUCTH U 37100B5I.

— Jla 4ero Ttebe 3aBUIOBaTh, YPOAMK? — B3BHJIACH MMIIEPATPUIIA,
npeBo3Moras otepamienre. — Mouuu, [letpymka! Kak ckaxy, Tak u caenaeunsb, —
UCTEpHKa Mpoliuia, U K Enu3aBeTe BepHyIach CIOCOOHOCTh COOOpaXKaTh.

— Onmeparust ObIcTpass W TpakTUYeCKu Oe300Je3HEeHHAs, — JeH0-MenuK
TPSICCS OT BOJHEHUS.

— Her! He namcs! — eme HeMHOro, U COBCEM COPBETCS, YK€ IE€Ha y pTa
nokasanach. [ocynapeiHe ¢ Ope3rIMBOCTHIO MOCMOTpENa Ha BCXJIUIBIBAIOIIETO
IOHIIa, ToOuTOro ocnuHaMu. Hy 1 Kak TakoMy IIEHKY LIapCTBO MepeaaTh?

— Ilomen BoH!

Korga Ilerp Beimen, EnnzaBeTta emie HEKOTOPOE BpEMS Mo4Yalia, UIyps
ONyXIILIKE Ia3a Ha CBET.

— Hanmneiit emne.

— Bame BennuecTBo... Bam Henb3sd CTONBKO NUTh, — JIECTOK BCIOMHUJI PO
yacTele 0OMOpokM Enn3aBeThl, HACTyNaBlIMe Kak pa3 TOCIE YETBEPTOW YapKH.
brnennena u najgana HaB3HWYb, 3aAbIXasACh. [[pUXOAUIOCH HOKOM pe3aTh KOPCET U
I1aThe.

— Hanein, rosopro. 1 noBepxy, He Kajlel BHHA, €r0 y HAC HBIHYE MHOIO, —
XOXOTHYJIa WU TPUJIOKHUIACh, CHeNaB A0OpbIi TIOTOK. ToNK-To OyIZeT OT 3Toi
oTiepanuu’?

— Hanerocs, — ene cnplmHO TpomienTan Jelo-meauk. — Tompko He
obeccyabTe, BaIlle BEJIMYECTBO. ..

— T'oBopu! — kopoTkwuii npukas OplT 1OJ00EH OIIeyXe.



— Opranu3M HacJIeJHUKA OTPaBJICH MbIHCTBOM, KyTexkamu. K tomy ke Iletp
demopoBrd  emie HE W3BOJWIM OINPABUTHLCS IMOJHOCTBIO IOCIE TEPEHECEHHOU
OOJIE3HMU. ..

— WubiMu cioBamu, — 0€3KaJOCTHO 3aKOHYMJIA TOCYNApBIHS, — Thl HE
yBEpPEH, 4YTO peOeHOK, poxIaeHHbH oT Ilerpymiku, OyaeT HOpPMalbHBIM U
3I0POBBIM...

— 51 BooOuIe HEe yBepeH, 4TO BEIMKasl KHATHWHSA CMOXKETE 3a4arh peOeHKa OT
CBOET0 My»Xa, — HEOXKUAAHHO AJIs ce0s1 BbICKA3ajl 3aTa€HHbIE MbICIIU Jei0-meauk. 1
TYT € HCIyrajics COOCTBEHHON CMEJIOCTH.

Bompekn omaceHumsM LapcKoro THeBa HeE MOcCIeAoBaso. ['ocynapsiHs
pa3MBILUIAIIA.

— LleHI0O TBOK YECTHOCTh, — HAKOHEIL MPOMOJIBWJIA OHAa. — A KakK Tbl
OLICHUBACIIb COCTOSIHIE BETMKON KHATHHU ?

— Omna abcomotHO 310poBa. OpraHu3M Kpemnkuid, Oeapa IIHPOKUE —
BBIHOCHUT M POJIUT 0€3 OCIOXKHEHHH.

— A moe?

JlecToxk 3amsics.

— CKOJIBKO MHE OCTaJIOCh? — HANpPSIMUK CIPOCHUIIA rocynapbiHsi. — ['oBopH,
KaK €CTb, OT 3TOI'0 U TBOSI Cy/1b0a 3aBHCHT.

— M-Mm... Ecin Baie BennuecTBo OyAeT OrpaHUYMBaTh ce€0sl B €1€ U HOUHBIX
pa3BIEUYEHUAX, COKPATUT NOTPEOJEHUE BUHA M BOJKH, CTaHET MOOOJIbLIE TYJSATh U
OTZBIXATh. ..

— ...TO YMpET NPAKTHUYECKHU 3A0pOBOU. Jlayplie MOKEIb HE MTPOJIOJIKATh, —
MUJIOCTHBO paspemwia Enmnsasera lletpoBHa. — 3HauuT, HE Tak yX W JIONITO.
[TocnemaTs HagO. A ceifuac moau npoyb, yMaTh Oymy.

Bpau, knanssach, HEYKII0KE MOIATHIICS CIIMHOM K IBEPH U IUNIOTHO IIPUKPBLI €€
3a co0oil. Enn3aBera B3m0oXHyna ¢ o0JeryeHrueM: HaKOHEeL-To o/iHa. Tspkeno Berana u
Haiwia cede emie BUHaA. ['ynsaTh, Tak ryisatek. Jlymars, Tak 1yMaTh.

OcraBisate Poccuto I[lerpyiike Henp3s. Yike ceiiuac Ha MPyCcCakoB POBHSIETCH,
a uyTo OyneT, Korjaa Ha TpoH B3ouaeT? OTaacT nepikaBy Ha MOpYraHUe U pa3pylIeHHe.
N BecryxeB He momoxkeT. BnipoueMm, uto bectyxxeB? Henonro emy ocranocs. M Ha
MOTYLIECTBO HAaWJETCs YNpaBa — CTAPOCTb. A CTapOCTh MNOJKPAJIaCh HE3aMETHO.
ITpaB, koHeuHO, JlecToK, YTOOBI MOXKUThH MOJAOJIBIIE, HY’)KHO O MHOTOM 3a0bITh. Hu
BHHA, HU SICTB 3aMOPCKHUX, HU MY>K4MH JIaCKOBbIX. COH, COH U emie pa3 coH. Ho... He
xo4yercs. To, 4To BpeIHO, caMoe MPUATHOE U ecTh. M Tak Masio yJJOBOJIBCTBUIL, YTOOBI
U OT 3THX OTKa3bIBaThCA. UTO XKe Kacaercs CHa, TAK B MOTWJIE OTOCHUTCA. TaM Bce
CIIAT.

OX, 4YepTylika, 4yepTymika... Hudero He ckaxelb, MopajoBajla CECTpPUUKA
wieMssHHUYKOoM. Ho apyroro-to Het. To ecTh mpu elnaHWW Hamwia Obl, KOHEYHO:
HE3aKOHHBIX — MPYJ MNPYyAH, a TOJKY... Bapyr eme xyxe Oyner? EnuHcTBEeHHBIN
BBIXOJI — 3aKOHHBIM HACJIEHUK MPECTOJIA, a IPU HEM YMHAs MaTh pereHtmen. Uem
Kartpka xyxxe Enenst ['nmunckoit? Ta Bep cymena COXpaHUTh TOCYAapCTBO AJIs ChIHA.



Bor tonpko cbiHa y Karekn Her. [Ioka HeT, — MbIcIeHHO nonpasuiack Enusasera.
— Ho o6s3arensHo Oyzer.

UM xTO cKa3all, 4To *KEHIIKWHA HE MOXKET YIpaBJsATh rocyaapctBom? bacuu Bce
3T0. IMEHHO MO3TOMY M3 BCEX HEBECT LIECTh JIET Ha3aJ OHa BblOpana MpYyCCKYIo
JI€BYOHKY, PA3IJIsA[eB B HEM XapakTep M CTOWKYIO BOJIIO. TOJNBKO Takas, KaKk OHa
MorJja IPUHATH YYKYI0 BEPY M BCEM CEPJLIEM €€ MOJIOUTh, HEB3UPAs HA HACMEILLIKU
nBopa. 1 Tonbko Takas, Kak OHa, CMOXET CTaTh PyCCKOM UMIIepaTpuLEeH.

CJ0BHO B NNOATBEPXKICHUE €€ TallHBIM MBICIISIM IOCHINA KPYIHBINA XOJIOIHBIHI
cHer. B cunTaHHble MTHOBEHHE 3alIOpPOIINI HEBCKYIO MEPCIEKTUBY, YKPBII YEpHBIE
npoTtanuHbl HeBbl u 04MCTHII OONOTHBINA BO3AYX.

Korna ExatepuHa BepHysiach C MpOTYJKH, €€ TyT K€ INO3BaJIM B IOKOU
rocyaapeiad. OHa Boluia, Kak U Obla, ¢ IEPBOrO MOPO3LIa, €1Ba CKUHYB IIyOKy. B
XOJIOMHBIX pyKax MajeHbkas cmemHas wMydra. Ha ymoxeHHBIX Bojocax
OpwtnaHTamMu  OJieCTeNM KamelbKu pacTasBUIMX CHEXMHOK. [masa Onecten.
Brnaxnsie ryObl ynpI0aiuch.

— OGemiana Tebe cHer, — B3sJ1a JIACKOBBIN TOH rocyaapsiad. — Kak Buguib,
oOemranust cBOU AepKy. Tak v Thl Iep>KU CBOM KJIATBBI, HE TyKaBb MOHAIIPACHY.

ExaTeprHa HEmOHUMAIOIIE YCTaBUIaCh HA IAPCTBEHHYIO TETYLIKY.

— TBo#t gonr — poauTh HaclenHuka, — Enu3aBeta kopMuia C pykK
KOMHaTHYI0 COOQ4OHKY, M Ka3ajoCh, HE oOpaillajja BHUMaHUs, HA PaCTEPSIHHOCTh
3BaHOl rocTthu. — Bor u wucnonusii. [lonsyiia MeHa? HeBaxHO, Kak TbI D3TOrO

noOwenibes, ¢ [leTpymieid... nian... 3HaTe HUYEro He xouy. Ho uepes neBsTh MecsieB
MHE HyX€H HacineaHuk. He cnbiry orseral

— Cpnenaro Bce, Bame BenMuecTBo, — EkarepuHa Ipucena B peBepaHce.
Haneroce, 4To B CKOPOM BpEMEHM CMOTY BAC MOPAA0BATh PUSATHBIM U3BECTUEM.

— VY mocrapaiicsi, — KUBHYyJIa MMIEpaTpula, a BAOIOHKY Jno0aBuia: —
3aBTpa Mbl yCTpauBaeM HEOOJbILON payT, TaKk CKa3aTh, B cCeMEHHOM Kpyry. XKy, uTo
Oyzaeuib. XBaTUT B ONIOYMBAJIbHE MASTHCS, €I11€ HACUAMIIBCSA B OIMHOYECTBE. . .

Bepnysmuce k cebe, Exarepuna He BbIaepikana ropsSYeyHOrO BOJHEHHS U
pacraxHyia OKHO. B KOMHaTy BOpBaJICsS XOJOAHBIM HEBCKUM BETEP BIEPEMEIIKY CO
cHeroM. Octynun ropsmue meku. Karg 3auepnHyna cHera ¢ NOJOKOHHUKA U
IIpOBeJIa 10 TOHKOH I11€€ U NOJyOOHA)KEHHOU rpyaH.

He HyxHO OBITh ceMM nsfel BO IOy, 4TOOBI HE pas3rajgaTh Iapany
roCyAapblHU. 3aBTpa — CMOTPUHBI BEJIMKON KHATHHH.

BrnepBeie B ku3HHM OyneT BbIOMpaTh oHa, a He ee. Cepaue cxajloch OT
CJIAJIKOTO MPEABKYIICHUS U HAICHKBI.

Hwu onmH He mocMeeT oTKa3ars.

Hu onnH.

I'JIABA 2.

C w™momuanuBoro cornacus IleTpoBoil m04YKM, OCOOBI UYYBCTBEHHOM U
UMITYJIbCUBHOU (BCsS B OATIONIKY) HpaBbl MPH PYCCKOM JIBOpE IAPWIH JIETKUE H



CBOOOHBIE. KO KTO KOMY MOHpaBMJICS, TaK 3TO WX 4YacTHOe feno. He BeiHOCH cop
U3 U30bI, U CJIOBA XyJIOT0 HE yCIbIIUIIbL B 0TBeT. He cynu, na He cyaum Oynenib.
Ce06s EnuzaBeta He cyauia, CIUIIKOM Majo € XOPOIIETo B KU3HU OBLIO OTIYIIEHO,
9YTOOBI OTKA3bIBATHCS OT MAJIEHBKUX, HO TAaKUX MPUATHBIX yAOBOJIbCTBHM. [la U cop
HE BBIHOCWJA — Bce B JoM. OOyBb, JParoleHHOCTH U MYXYUHBI — TPHU >KEHCKHUX
cnaboctu. Kto cam 0e3 rpexa, mycTb KUHET KaMeHb. ETMHCTBEHHO, Yero He Tepriena,
Tak conepHuyectBa. Hu B Hapsijax, Hu B dr00oBHUKaX. Eciu moHpaBuics TBOM
CY)KEHbI HMIlepaTpuile, 3aKych ry0y W B CTOpPOHY OTOWau, Osaromapu 3a
HApPCTBEHHYI0 MWIOCTh. He mnpolaer W JHSA, Kak HATEeIUTCSd W BBIOPOCHUT 3a
HeHa100HOCTHI0. Ho eciu colinenibes B TFOOOBHOM a3apTHOM CXBAaTKeE, TO KU O€Ibl
— JIbIOBI WU CChUIKU. beapl HUKTO HE XOTeld, MOTOMY U PaBHOM MMIIepaTpUlle He
obu10. bpana, uto xorena.

Korma wa TO ObuTM OCO0O€ HacTpoeHue u JIFOOOBHas o0xoTa, Enm3aBera
yCTpauBasia JOMallHue payTel. IIpu naBope MM JaBHO Jaiu MHOE — CPAMHOE —
Ha3BaHUE, OTpaXKarolllee CaMylo CyTh HOUHBIX cOopuul. MMmmepaTpuiia o TOM 3Hana,
Ja TOJIbKO IOcMenBajiacb. BHWHO, KapThl, CKaOpe3Hbl€ IIYTKH, COPBAaHHBIE B
NoJlyMpake MOLEeIyH, 3apaHHble I0OKH U PaCCTETHYThIE MOPTKU — HEMPHUCTONHOE
BECEJIbE JUIMIIOCH 10 TpeX yTpa. Ilocne uero rocynapeias yaaisuiach B OOYMBAIIBHIO.
Bcenen 3a Helt oTmpaBisiicss KakoW-HUOyAb OpaBblii MoJozel, 10 koux EnuzaBera
Obl1a BecbMa oxoya. Kak TOJIBKO pe3Hble JABEpH 3aKphIBAINCH, HAUMHAJICA OOIIUIA
onyn. Ha yrtpo paszomneBmas u jJoBojibHas EnuzaBera ¢ m00ONBITCTBOM
BBIC/TYIIIMBaJia CIUIETHU MaMOK-TIPY>KUBAIOK, KTO U3 (PpEWsuH HE YCTOSI CYyIPOTUB
30Ba IUIOTH, a KTO, HAalpPOTHUB, TATOTWJICS HENPUCTOMHBIMU JaCKaMU U CIUIIKOM
4acTO OCEHsJI ce0si KpeCTHbIM 3HaMeHueM. [nmynbie. byATo He 3Hanmu, HA YTO MAYT,
KOI/Ia NPUHUMAJIA LAPCTBEHHOE MPUIJIAIIEHUE HA CEMEHHbIE NMOCHIEIKH. [ IymbIx
oco0 Enmm3aBera Ha qomariHue payThl OOJBIIE HE 3Bajia, HO U K ceOe He MpUOIIKaa.
Hyma — nymne, Te10 — Teny, a KEcapro — KecapeBo.

O TOM, YTO NMPOHMCXOAWJIO BO BpeMs TaKuX BedyepoB, EkaTeprHa BHEpBbIC
ycnslmana oT cBoed wmarepu. lloyrpy HMoranna ¢ yIoOBOJIBCTBHMEM CpaBHMIIA
JI000BHBIE CIIOCOOHOCTU MPYCCKUX M POCCHHCKUX BOSK M MPHILIA K BBIBOAY, UTO
NEpPBBIM HE XBAaTaeT BBIHOCIMBOCTM W TIbLJA, & BTOPBIM — BCErO JHUUIb
n300peTaTeNbHOCTH: «B pykax OmbITHOHM >KEHIIMHBI, Mo Joporas duke, pycckum
J000BHUKAM HET paBHbIX. TakuX »*epeOlloB elle MOMCKATh, A0CATHO TOJIBKO, YTO
nocJie JitoOBM C HUMHU OYeHb CKy4HO. BripoueM, KTO ckazal, 4TO B MOCTENIU HYKHO
roBOpUThH? MOXHO BeJlb U IOMOJIYATh, HE TaK JIU 7>,

Exarepuny, NOHATHOE AENO0, 10 CEro AHS HA UHTUMHBIC YXKUHBI HE TOITYCKAJIH.
[Toromy cerogHss Tak BOJIHOBajach, cTpamach koH(py3za. Ilepemenuna gecsTok
IUIaThEB M, HAKOHEL, OCTAaHOBWJIACh HA SIPKO aJOM, BBIFOJAHO MOJYEPKUBAIOIIEM
TOHKYIO Tanuioo. KpyxkeBa B TOH TKaHM 3aTCHJIIMBO OTTEHSIU O€NMHM3HY TPy,
OTKPBITON HACTOJIbKO, YTOOBI MO JOCTOMHCTBY OIICHHUTH €€ Oe3ynpedHbie GopMbl U
ynpyroctb. W3 aparoneHHOCTeil MHTYUTHUBHO BBIOpaia OpHJUIMAHTBI — JIIOOUMBIE
KaMHHU, JOCTOMHBIE caMoil mMmmeparpuibl. [logymas, cHssia 0OpydaiabHOE KOJIBIIO.



CMenrHo ero HajieBaTh MO TaKOMy ciiydato. CMEIIHO y4acTBOBaTh B MOJ00HOM 3aTee.
CwMmenrHo, korja Ob1 H1 ObLIO TaK TPYCTHO.

Uro eif ocraerca? JIubo rpemmtsh, MMOO 3aManuBaTh TPEXU B OTAAJICHHOM
MoHacTbeIpe. Tperbero He nano. [la m He Hano, noxanyu. Korna pemenne npuHsATo,
TIIyIIO OTCTYNATh HA3al.

OO0 WuCTMHHOM LeMM HBIHEIIHEro payTa 3Hauu HeMmHorue. llotomy wu
BO33PHWJINCH HA HEE C YAUBICHUEM: BIIEPBBIC 3a IIECTh JIET BEJIMKAs KHATUHS MOYTUIIA
CBOMM IPUCYTCTBHEM JOMAIIHMA YXHUH wumneparpuubl. Oco0o mpo30piauBbie
MIHOBEHHO CMEKHYJIH, YTO K 4Y€My. IMPHOCAHWINCH, NMPUABUIAACH MOOIMKE, JIOBS
HAJMEHHBIA LAPCTBEHHBIM B3MISAA. HO pyk Ha BCAKHM Cilydal HE paclmycKaid —
KHSITHHSI BCE-TaKHU.

NmMneparpuna 3anepxkuBasiack. ExareprHa NoTArMBajga XMENbHOM MeI U
YKpaJKoW ocMmarpuBaiach. 3psi Oosulach HacdeT OTKPOBEHHOTO Hapsjga — Oojee
CKPOMHOI'0, Y€M €€, 3[€Ch, MOXalyl, U HE HaWTHU. /[ambl pa3MaiieBaHbl, KaBaJepbl
xMelnbHbl. [TaxHeT noToM, neperapom u OIyA0M.

— Ckyuaemb, Karenpka? — manbipl Myka OOJBHO YIIMIIHYJIU 33 TPYAb,
OCTaBMB Ha KHUBOM MpaMope KpacHoe MiATHO. — Pa3Bneun?

3naer, poraganack Exarepumna. Touno 3Haer. Terymka He oOTKaszana B
LJaPCTBEHHOM Y/I0BOJIbCTBUU COOOIIUTH MJIEMSHHUKY PaJlOCTHYIO BECTh. HE IPOIAET
U TIOJIO)KEHHOI'O CpOKa, KaKk OH CTaHeT OTHOM. Pasymeercs, He NpPUHSAB B TOM
NOJDKHOrO ydactus. TyTr mo0oi ocepuaer. Tem Ooznee 3TOT: HE My)KUMHA U HE
rocynapb. Ocnunbl Ha jmue lletpa moGarposenu, ryObl CKpUBWIIMCH. Jaid BOJIIO,
MUIOM cKaHzpan ycrpout. Ho Bomu-to Her, — 3nopagHo noxymana Karepuna wu,
BCIIOMHMB, ITPOLLLIbIE OOUABI M YHUIKEHHUSI, HAHECIIa CBOM, )KEHCKUH, yaap:

— He ckyuato, [lerenska. BBIBPATO.

OH TUXO B3BU3THYJ, HE CAEPIKAJICS, 3aHecs cnadyro pyKy s yaapa:

— [lmroxal

HecnpixanHo — ynap nepexBaTuiu, NpuHAB Ha cebsa. B 3ame Bouapuiachk
TumrHa. EkatepuHa ¢ yauMBIIeHHWEM YyBuUZena moiye celds Monoforo oduiepa,
OJIeTHOTO, HO PEIIUTETHLHOTO:

— Ilpocture Bamie BBICOYECTBO, HO HETOXKE COIJIACUSl CHIJION 100OMBAaTHCS.
Oco0eHHO y Takol KpacaBMIIbl, — HEXHBIM B3IVISIIOM CKOJIB3HYJI IO PO30BEBILEH
rpyad, cioBHO mouenoBail. Cepaue OEpHYIOCh M 3aMeplio. 4YTO Tenepb OyneT?
Yepryiika pacTepsuics:

— Jla xak 16l cMmeemnn! [la g 1e0s...

— Ali, U NpaBUIIBHO, — pa3falcid PSAAOM Becesbld ronoc EnuzaBersl. —
Octeiab, Ilerpyma. Ymepp cBoil rHeB. Heroxe B Takoil Beuyep KyJakamu
pa3maxuBaTb. — M 00epHYBIINCH, K CIACUTENIO KHATMHU copocuna: — Jlumo
3HaKOMO€, HO MIMEHHU YTO-TO He npunomHio. Kak 3Batp?

— Cepreit CanTbIKOB, —IIpUOCAHUJICS TOT.

— Cwmen, oueHb cMmell, — npomoJiBriia EnuzaseTa, BIUIAAbIBAsACh B CMYILIEHHOE
JUIO TUIeMSTHHUALBL. — Kak jke Thl mocMen MpoMekay *KEeHbl U MyXka BIe3Th? Myx u
YK€Ha — OJIHA caTaHa.



— A XOThb OBI W TaK, — TOT CMEJO B3TJISIHYJI Ha UMIEepaTpuily. — TOJBKO
pa3Be MbI JBOPOBBIE, UTOOBI KEHY T10 JIMITY XJIecTaTh? [[a emie B mapCcKux Mmokosx ?!

EnuzaBera ynpiOHynach U craenana 3HaK NpuOnu3uThes. CalThIKOB ele pa3
NOKJIOHWJICA M TIOBUHOBAJICS BOJIE rocyiapbeiHe. He BCAKMII J€HB BBINAJAET YECTb
ChIrpaTh C UMMeparpulieil B kaptol. EkaTepuna u [letp ocranuck oaHH.

— Ycrpouna, — C HENMOHATHOW TOCKOW MPOTSAHYJ TOT. — BeIpsianiiace, kKak
kabankas neska. KpacHoe miarthe, pymsiHa Ha IIekax. Boiocbl He HaIyApeHBI.
CTbILAHO Ha TEOS CMOTPETD. ..

ExarepuHa CHUCXOAWTENBHO YJIBIOHYNAach, OCTpble HOITH OpE3rIMBO
MOJIOCHYJIU 10 PYKE MYy’a, OCTABUB MUTOM BCITYXIIIH€E 1IAPAIIUHBI.

— E1ie pa3 tak Ha30Bellb, TETEHbKE MOXKaTyoch. Hakaxer.

¥Yrpo3a BKyne ¢ AEMCTBHEM HEOXUAAHHO mnonevictBoBana: [lerp denopoBuy
yaanuics, 4ro-To Oopmoua cebe moja Hoc. KaTs He mepexkuBaiia: OTOMCTHTH HE
OTOMCTHUT, pa3Be 4To moToM mnoaraautr. Ho o0 3TomM oHa mogymaer 3aBTpa, a
ceituac... [lognecna k rybaM yamry ¢ TEpHIKAM HAIMUTKOM, TOJIOBA YyTh KPY>KUJIACh,
Ha Jylle BAPYT CTaJO BECENO M HECHOKOWHO. CIOBHO YTO-TO JaBHO JOJHKHO OBLIO
IPOM30NTH, a Bce He mpoucxoAmno. OHa HEpemuTEeNbHO YIBIOHYIACch KOMY-TO,
YYBCTBYSI IPUKOCHOBEHHUSI CTOJb K€ HEPEHIMTENIbHbIX MajiblleB K cBoel Tanuu. U
3aKpPYTUIIOCH, TOHECIIOCH. ..

OuHynace B Kpeciax, noaje mnpucena ¢peiiMHa uMnepaTpuibl, AHHa
YepHpbilena.

— A k10 370T...CanTthikoB? — cnpocusia Ekatepuna, He B cuiiax caepxaTh
JTH00OTBITCTBA.

— Kpacus, kak 6or, — ¢ Tockoil npotsaHyna YepHeimea. — W cTonb xe
cO0JIa3HUTEIIEH.

— OT0 4 U caMa BUXKY, — yCMexXHynach EkarepmnHa. — A 4To 3a ceMbs?
Otkyna oH?

— CrpanHo, 4TO BBl paHbllle €ero He BUAenu. Bnpouem, oH qonaroe BpeMs Obu1
B OTCYTCTBUU. CalNTBIKOB — KaMeprep BeJIMKOro KHs3s. [IpuHajuiexxut K oHON U3
CaMbIX CTAPUHHBIX U 3HATHBIX pyccKuX ¢ammmuid. OTen — reHepan-aJbloTaHT, MaTh
— ypoxaeHHas kHskHa [omunbiHa. K Heit EnnsaBera ocobeHHO OmaroBosuT, 3a
OKa3aHHBIC B CBOE BpEMs yCIIyTH.

— Kakue ycnyru? — xanHo copocuna ExatepuHa, He cBOJs O€LIEHOIO
B3risiga ¢ CanTelkoBa.

OpeiinHa NOHU3UIIA TOJIOC!

— B cBoe Bpemsa CanrblkoBa IUIEHsUIA Lelble CEMbU. [oBopuiu, 4TO €€
KpacoTa o0Jsiajjania KakoOH-TO Marm4eckod CHJIOW, HMKTO HE MOT yCTOATh. [laxke
ceifuac BechMma Xxopoiia co0o0il, XOTh U HaXOJUTCS B MPEKJIOHHBIX Trogax. Korma ee
BEJIMYECTBO UCKAIM ce0€ CTOPOHHHUKOB ISl BOCIIECTBHs Ha mpectos, CaiaTbIKoBa
okazana EmmzaBere IlerpoBHE HeoueHUMYIO ycCiayry. M-M, MHTUMHOTO CBOWCTBA.
Bwmecre co cinyxaHkOM OHa XOJWJIa B Ka3apMbl, OTaBaiach COJAaTaM, HAaMBaJIach C
HUMHU, UTpaJia, MPOUTPHIBAIA U IJIATHJIa COOCTBEHHBIM TEJIOM, HO B KOHEUHOM UTOTE,



BCE-TAKM BhIMIpana. Bce Tpucra rpeHagepoB, CONPOBOKAABIINX I'OCYIAPBIHIO B IEHb
nepeBopoTa, ObuH TT000BHUKAMHU CanTBIKOBOM.

— HegepostHo! — ¢ TaiiHpiM BocToprom mnpoiuenrana Exarepuna. — Tpucral
Bor 310 xenmmna!l YV Takoit Matepu qoKeH ObITh 0COOBIN ChIH. OH jkeHaT?

— Jla, Ha ¢peiinune umneparpunibl — Marpene bank. Ona ceifyac B
noyioxkeHuu. ['oBopAT, 4TO 3TO Opak Mo JtoOBH, XOTA CanThIKOB M HE OTKa3bIBAET
cebe B MpoUrX yJOBOJIBCTBUSX. [Ipu BOpe ero Ha3bpIBatOT JEMOHOM UHTPUTH. Y MEET
TaK 3aryTaTh W 3aIUIECTH, YTO TIOTOM U HE pa3depelbes, e Hayauo U KOHell, Ie
IpaBla U JIOKb. A yXK JI0 KpPacUBBIX >KEHUIMH BEChbMa OX04. BuHOM He mou, nau
TOJIBKO FOOKH 3a]IpaTh.

XMeNpbHON MeJ TeM BpPEMEHEM JIEMCTBOBAJ. CBEUYHW Taciiu, (PperMHbI BECeso
MOBHU3IMBAJIM, KOTJAa PYKH KaBaJepoB 3aaupanud UM 100kH, ExaTteprHa oTKpOBEHHO
ckydana. M3 xoro BeIOMpaTh? YKaXu OHA MaibIeM Ha JIFOOOTO, TOKJET BCIE 3a HEl.
Ja emie mouteT 3a yecTh. Tonpko moToM uTo? PasroBopsl na nepecynsi? [IpaBuibHo
rOBOpHJIa MaMEHbKa: BHIOPATh Kkepedlia AeI0 HEXUTPOe, HAMTH MY)KUNHY — 3aJauKa
nocnoxkHee. Het, coBcem He Tak OHa MpeCTaBIisia MEePBbIN JIIOOOBHBINA OnbIT. 1 yx
coBceM OOJIE3HEHHO C)KajoCh Cepjlle, KOTJa BCIEN 3a MMIEpATpPUICH yaaluics u
CanteikoB. Bwixomut, mna ceds npucMmotpena. Cmenoro Ja KpacuUBOTO, HeE
UCIIOPYEHHOTO MPUABOPHBIMU UHTpUraMu. Maio el nei0-reapauu.

Exarepuna emie pa3 ornisaena MOJIYTEMHBIN 3al, HEHAPOKOM Y3PEB TO, YTO
HEBUHHOM JEBUIIE HETOXKE BUAETh. HO B KOE-TO BEKM HE CMYTHJIACh, a ITI03aBUI0BAIA,
BCIIOMHHMB O JKaJIHOM B3IJIAJIE CBOETO HEXAAHHOTO cracurenda. KakoBo eMy Tam, B
roCyAapeBbIX MOKOSX?

JIBepb THXO 3aTBOPUJIACH, OTPE3aB B OJHOYACHE CPAMHBIE 3BYKH U TOPTAHHBIE
BCKpUKU. HUKTO M HE 3ameTWs1 HCUE3HOBEHUS BEIMKOU KHATMHHU. He 1o Hee, korna
TaK FPOMKO aMyphl paCIIaJIHIIUCK.

Jlepkach 1O CTEHOYKE, IMONUIA [0 MW3BUIMCTOMY TEMHOMY KOPHUIOPY.
Jlpokaiiiee TuiaMsi CBeUM BBIXBATHIBAJIO OJIETHBIE KPYTU: TO TEMHOE MPHOTKPBITOE
OKHO, TO KyCOK 3aCaJIEHHON KapTUHBI, TO CIISIIIYI0 MAMKY-IIPUKUBAJIKY.

B kortopeiii pa3 oHa 3amymanach O TOM, KakuM (ajbIIMBBIM U HEJIEIBIM
BBITJIAIUT ABOP PYCCKOM rocynapbsinu. Ha mepBbIil B3MIsi, pocKollb U OOraTcTBO.
Jlambl B mienkax v 6apxate, OChbllIaHHBIE C HOT J0 T0JIOBBI OpUJUTMAHTAMH U 30JI0TOM.
CButa, KaMmeprepsl, IPUABOPHBIE JAaMbl M JIAKEM — YHUCIOM CBOMM M POCKOLIBIO
MYHAMPOB HE HUMEIT cebe paBHbIXx B EBpome. Mmnepatopckas pe3uieHIus B
[Tereprode cBoeil pockoliblo MpeBocxoauT (ppaniry3ckuit Bepcanb. MIHocTpaHHbIE
MOCJIbI  3aXJIEOBIBAIOTCSA BOCTOProM MW 3aBHCThO. HO Korma npuriasauiibes, TO
MOHMMAEIIh — BCETO-TO U €CTh, YTO POCKOIIHBIN (hacaj, 3a KOTOPHIM HUILETA, TPSA3b
u 370BoHUE. Ha (oHe pOoCKOMIHBIX OGanbHBIX 3aJI0B CYHIECTBYIOT Y3KHE€ U TE€MHBIC
KOMHAThl, B KOUX KPYIJIbIA T'OJ CTOUT CKBEPHBIM 3amax, MOCKOJIbKY HPOBETPUTH
KJIETYLIKH IIPOCTO HEBO3MOXKHO.

Ho camoe omacHoe m cTpamHoe B TOM, 4TO BCE€ ABOpUbl Enn3aBeTl — B
[Terepbypre, Mockse, Opannenbayme u [lereprode — moctpoensr u3 aepesa. Hu
OJIHOTrO KameHHoro apoMa. Hu onnoro! M 310 B ycnoBusX nu3Be4HOM cbipoctu!



Ha ee mamsaTu noxxap y»xe HECKOJIBKO pa3 MOKHUPail POCKOLIHBIE allapTaMEHTBHI.
OauH MOCKOBCKHMI Y€ro CTOWJI: OCTAJIMCh rojloBelKU. K cuacTeio, KEPTB 0Ka3aaoch
HE Tak y>X M MHOro. B ocHOBHOM uensiab. YBb, Oeqa HUYEMYy HE Hay4yuia
uMmriepatpuiy. OHa noBeliena MOCTPOUTh IPYroil U MOCTaBuja CPOK B IIECTh HEJETb.
UYepes mects Henmenp aopen nocrpowin. OrpoMHBIE IIENH, M3 KOTOPBIX YO,
KpUBbIE OKHA W Y3KHE BBITSHYTble KOMHAThI. IleTepOyprckuili HMuYeM He Jiydlle.
Takke XOJIOMHO M0 HOYaM, a JHEM HECTEPIUMO IYIIHO, JEPEBO THUET, a M0 yTpam
Ha CTEHaX NOSBIAETCS H3MOPOCh, OCEHbIO — IieceHb. OOuHEe BCEro, 4yTo Ha
BUJIMMOCTb YXOJST IIOYTH BCE CPEICTBA M3 TOPOJACKOM Ka3Hbl, HEMYAPEHO, YTO
MHOT/Ia CaMa UMIIEPaTPHUILIA )KUBET B JIOJITaX.

CKBO3HSIK NPOHUK IOJ TOHKOE Iulathe, U ExarepumHa yckopuia mar. [Imams
CBEUM KIIOHUJIOCh, HOPOBSl MOracHyTb. /[0 CBOMX TIOKOEB BEJIMKas KHITHHS
noOparnack 6e3 npukitoueHui. B3siack 3a 30104eHy0 pyduKy, IOBEpHYJIA U BAPYT. ..

— Tuxo...

Cgeua Bbllaza, v OT yJapa noracia.

MyKcKasl pyKa HEXHO, HO PEIIMTENIbHO MPUKPbUIA UCITYTaHHBIA POT, CUIIBHOE
TEJ0 HAaBAJIWJIOCh, HAacTynas, MOJAaBJsAs, MoAMUHAs noxa ceds. M oHa mpuxanach K
HEMY, 3a0u1ach OT CIaAKOro, JOCEIe HEBEJOMOIO YyBCTBA. ..

B cnansHe Exarepuna npunuia B ceOs. OTCTynuia, TSOKENO JbllIa, 3aKpbIB
pyKamH TpyJH, BBICKOUMBILIME U3 pa30pBAaHHBIX allblX KpykeB. M 3acThlia, Oyaro
BOJIYMLIA TI€pe]] MOCIEIHUM IPBDKKOM. MeNbKHYyIa MBICIb, YTO IIOKA €€ MOXKHO
OTCTYNHTb, HO OHA TYT K€ 0TOpocuiia comHeHus. Kyna orctynare-To? Pa3zse TosbKO
K ITOCTEJIU, KEM-TO YXk€e 3a00TJIMBO pa300paHHOM.

[TouyBcTBOBaB ee cTpax, CanTBIKOB OCTOPOXKHO caesian mar sueped. OTHAI OT
TPYAH JIEBYIO PYKY M CTaJl OCHIIAaTh XOJOJHYIO JaJOHb MOUENysIMHU. Teruibie ryObl
OCSI3aJIM KaXAyI0 KJIETOUKY, KaX bl MajJbulK, OCTOPOKHO MOAOUPASCh K 3aISCTHIO.
S3pIk emie pa3 oryiagui KpOMKY J1ajoHu, ExaTepuHa 3acTOHaa, 4yBCTBYS, KaKk OH
NEPEMETHYJICS K HANPSYKEHHOM TPYyIH.

— Tl npexpacHa! — XpUILIBIA [ENOT npepBaj ClIaJOCTHBIE JACKU.

— Momuu! Momuu! U... nponomxkait!

Cepreil yBiek ee kK nocrtesnd. Kak CTpaHHO: CTONBKO BPEMEHU TPATUTCSA HA
0JIeBaHNE — HIKHUE F0OKH, (PUKMBI, TUIaThE, — U COBCEM HEMHOT'O HY)KHO, YTOOBI
OCBOOOJIUTCS OT CTECHSIIOIIETO BOPOXa TKaHH.

Harots! Exarepuna He CTECHANIACh, HAIIPOTUB, €M XOTEJIOCh KaK MOYKHO CKOpeEe
NIEPEUTH 3aBETHYIO I'paHb. OHA TaK JOJIT0 3TOrO XKAana. ..

VY Cepres ObL1 OIIBIT, y Hee — keJaHue. BriojaHe 1ocTatouHo [1s JII0OBH.

["oBOpsT, B IEpBHIiA pa3 ObIBAET OOIHHO.

bonu ona He nmouyBCcTBOBANA.

Tonpko moNrOXKIaHHOE OCBOOOXKICHHE.

I'JIABA 3.



— A tenepp yxonu! — ExarepuHa nepeBepHyiach Ha *UBOT, 3apPBIBIINCH B
MOAYIIKH.

— Tlouemy? —B ronoce CanTblkOBa MOCIBIIIANACH OOUA.

— He xouy, 94T00BI 0 HaC KTO-HUOYIb 3HAI.

— Tak Begp umneparpuna cama... — Hadyaa CanTbIKOB U TYT K€ NPUKYCHUII
A3BIK.

— Tewm Gonee ona, — B rosnoce Exarepunbl npope3aiuch ONacHble HOTKU. —
Konu npuzoser, OyzieT crnpammBath, 4To K yeMy, pbi0oit momuu. He Bumen, He 3Haro,
He cMmor. B oOmem, He OBUIO MEX HaMHi HHYEero, noHumaelns? I[lonumaenip?
Bunerbcs ¢ To00# cTaHeM B OXOTHMYbEM JOMHKE, MOCJE HalIy Crocol, Kak Tede
coobumTh. [la ThI W cam He aypak, moayMmai, HeaapoM TeOs TEMOHOM HHTPUTH
Ha3bIBalOT. BOT u mpoBepum, kakoil Takoi neMoH. Crymaii, Cepexa. S ycrana.

CanTbIKOB 3aMETHO TIOBECENIEN, YPa3yMeB, YTO €0 aMypPHBIMHU CIIOCOOHOCTSIMU
KHATMHS OCTajach MPEMHOTO J0BOJIbHA. JloaymaTe ocTanpHOE pemm nocie. Moxer,
u mpaBa Exarepuna — He crtout, 4TOOBl HMX 3acTanu BMecTe. Hamocnemok
IPUIIOKUJICS K TOHKOM pyKe — HE Kak JIIOOOBHHUK, a KaK BEpPHBIM, MOYTHUTEIbHBIH
ciyra, ¥ 0eCITyMHO YAQJTHAJICS.

XKepebeny! — nenuBo noaymana Exarepuna. — B mocrenu nedcTBUTETHHO
XOpoul, HO TOCJIE COBCEM HEMHTEPECEH — CIIMILKOM CaMOYBEpeH. XOTs, Ha 4YTO €l
3TOT caMblil uHTEpec? [leTpyliky BOT He MOOO0SIICs, BCTYNHIICA 3a HEE, YKE MOJIOJEL.
WNmnepaTpuily 00Bea BOKPYT Maiblia, JTOOMBIIMCH BbICOYANIIETO JO3BOJICHUS, —
Mosojiel BaBoiHe. Ee yonaxui... B obmem, KyJa Hu KMHbL — BCIOAY Mosiojiel. Bot
ATO-TO U HACTOPAXKUBAET.

Ternepp BOpy U camMoil B UTPy BCTYNUTh. biaro noBoj uMeeTcsi, He TOBOPS O
BO3MOXHOCTSIX. PacdyeT rocyaapelHu MNOHSTEH: Yepe3 MOJOKEHHOE BPEMS MOJYYUTh
3aKOHHOTO HacnenHuka. [Ipu OnmaromomyuyHom paspemiennn ot 6pemenu Exarepuna
CTaHET HUKOMY HE HY>KHa. Eciii mepBor poauTCs 10Yb, €IIe €CTh HAJEK/1a OTAHYTh
BpeMs, €CIM ChIH — HaJeXIbl HE OCTaHeTcs. B mro0oMm cimydae peOeHKa y Hee
otHuMyT. WMmepaTpuiia cama BO3BMETCSI 3a BOCIUTaHHUE, Na0Obl HE TOBTOPUTH B
HacinenHuke 4epthl Ilerpa ®epgopoBuua, 3aKOHHOTO OTHA. XOTh M HEPOIHOTO.
3nopoBbe EnnzaBeTsl ¢ KaxAbIM T'OJAOM YXYIIIAETCS, HO, MO CJIOBaM JeHO-MenuKa,
HA MSATh-CEMb JIET XBATUT. A TaM 4TO?

[TeTpyma ¢ mOCTBUIONW U TENEPh YKE C HECHABUCTHOM KEHOM LIEPEMOHUTHLCS HE
OyJeT — B JIydllleM CiIy4yae COUUIET B MOHACTBIPb, B XYAIIEM — JaXe U JyMaTh He
xouercs. A yMaTh Halo, HAJO MPOCUYUTHIBATH HA HECKOJIBKO XOJOB BIEPEN, €CIU
XOUEIlIb OCTaThCs B XKUBbIX. B Poccun )kUTh — € BOJIKAMU BBITb.

Jleno OCNOXKHSIOCH elie U TeM, YTO JAake (OpMalbHBIX MpPaB Ha MPECTON Y
Exarepunbl HeT: mpu BEHYAHWW 3a0bUTM H3AaTh COOTBETCTBYIOIIMN MaHH)ECT,
3aKpeIUISIIONINIM ee mpaBa, Kak HacleAHHIbl mpectona. OObsIBUTH OOBSBUIM, a
MOATBEPIUTh 3a0blTH. BO3HMKHM TOJBKO CIIOpHAs CHUTyalus, W CKaHAajla He
MHHOBaTh. A CKaHJana, 0X, KaK HE XOTEJIOCh.

[IpoTuB Hee Bce BOKpYr: MyX, rocynapsiss, becryxkes, Jlectok. Kusaruns
YornakoBa, IpUCTaBICHHAs MMIlepaTpuled K ExaTrepuHe, NOKIAAbIBAET O KAXKIOM



miare BENMMKOW KHITMHU. Myx YormakoBol TO W JA€I0 HOPOBUT B JIIOOBH
OOBSCHUTHCS /12 B IOCTEIb YIOKHUTh.

Exatepuna BcTana, HakMHyJa Ha ce0s TEIUTYIO LIalb U mepecesa moOmKe K
orHro. [ymaii, Kars, nyman. Bpemst nencTBoBaTh INPUAET MO3XKE, a NMOKA AyMaTh
Ha100HO.

Uem wmenblie jer Oyner ee peOEHKY B MOMEHT cMepTu EnuzaBeTsl, TeMm
Oonpiie maHcoB y Hee, Exarepunsbl, craTh ero pereHtiieii. OTpoKOM YNpaBisiTh
cinoxxnee — ucropus Ilerpa Il numnee Tomy noarBepxkaenue. TyT kaxablid Oyaer
TSHYTh €€ ChIHA B CBOIO CTOPOHY. KTO moOeauT, HUKOMY HE BE10MO.

I'ocynaps u3 Iletpa demopoBuya HE IMOJNYYUTCS, €A JUM OTO HE 3HATh. B
MTHOBEHHME OKa 3aKJIIIOUUT MUpP € Asaaerd OpuapuxoM, OTIaB POCCUKWCKUE 3€MIIM 3a
OecLIeHOK. A TaM U JBOPLIOBBIE CMYThI HE 32 TOpaMH — HACJEIHUKOB y POMaHOBBIX
HEMAJIO, JKENAIIIUX 3aHITh POCCUUCKUNA TpoH — eme Oonbmie. Kak TyT He
BCIIOMHHTH MJajieHa MiBaHa AHTOHOBHUYA, HAXOSAIIETOCS B 3aTOYEHUU? YTO K 3TO
MoJTy4aeTcsi, moo0Has Cyp0a KIET U €€ ChIHA, TTOKA €Ille He POXKACHHOT0? A eif uTo
cynp0a mpuUroToBUIa?

Kak uu mpogymeiBana ExaTepuHa, HUKak He Morjia Hatu cebe MecTo B
POCCHIICKOH JiepxaBe: MpH JIF0OOM packiaze BhIXOAUI MOHACTBIph. A TO U abi0a. B
ATOM CTpAHE JIFOAU CIUIIKOM CKOpBIE HA pacipaBy.

Ecnu Toneko...

Eciu TOMbKO cama HE 3aMMET NOYCTYHOIIMM TpPOH. byaydunm wmarepnro
MaJIOJIETHETO LIapEBHYA, OHA BIIOJIHE MOKET MPETEHI0BATh HA POCCUHUCKUI TPECTOII,
3apy4yMBIINCH TOAAEPKKOM rBapanu. B Poccumn apmusa — ecnu He Bce, TO IOYTH BCE.
U 3nece en Iletp @enopoBUd COBCEM HE CONEPHUK. Pycckue rBapAeuilbl €ro JIF0TO
HEHaBUIAT. U 1€710 HE TONBKO B MPYCCKUX CUMIIATUAX BEJIMKOTO KHA3S. A B TOM, 4TO
CHJIbHBIN BCErjJa CHHUCXOAWUTENEH K ciraboMmy u ymepOoHoMmy. Ilerp uyBcTByer
OTHOIIIEHHE PYCCKOHM rBapAuM K cede M OTBEYaeT TeM K€ — JII0TON HEHaBHCTHIO.
Emy maitl Bosto, Bce MOiKM Obl pacIyCTWI U JTIOOMMBIMHU TOJNIITHHIIAMHA 3aMEHHUI. A
BOT eif, Karte, rBapuetinb 1r00b1. Bee, kak Ha mombop. Momonbl, kpacuBsl. B rimazax
— OIOHb, B T€JI€ CWIIYyILIKAa UTPaeT. 3a TAKKUM, KaK 32 KAMEHHOI CTEHOM: YKpOeUIbCs,
1 OOJIBIIIE HU O YeM JyMaTh He Hajo0. Hu Myk, HU uMIiepaTpuiia He CTpPAIIHBbI.

Nmneparpuna... beuio y BENIMKONH KHSATHMHU €UIE€ OJHO JKEJIAaHHWE, B KOTOPOM
oHa naxe cebe Oosuack npusHaThes. MIMEeHHO ceiiuac He XOTENoCh el TepsATh CBOIO
KEHCKYI0 CBOOOJly — BBbIHAIIMBAaTh U poXkaTh pedbeHka. He moTomy, uto nereit He
aro0uiIa ¥ He XOTeNa, a MOTOMY, YTO He »enajla ObITh UTPYIIKOW B pykax Enn3zaBeTsl.
Oco0eHHO Tenepb, Korja Mo3Halla ciaiocTh MIOTCKOU Tr00Bu. HecnyyaitHo eme no
yTpy Npu3Bajia JI0OUMYyI0 0aOKy-TpaBHHILY, MOTYAIUBYIO U HajnexHyro. [Ipu aBope
ee ApasHmm 0aboi-Aroil ¥ MOroBapuBajM, YTO TOW MCIIOJHIIOCH OoJiee cTa JyieT. B
ckasku EkarepuHa He Bepuia, XOTs B IeN€OHON JIEHCTBEHHOCTH PYCCKUX TpaB
yOenunach Ha coocTBeHHOM ombiTe. [1o mpuesne B Poccuto Bonock! Bucenu ciaaObiMu
Ky/AeJIbKaMH1, PUILIOCh MBITh X TpaBamu. CITyCTs IIECTh JIET HUKTO Obl HE y3HAT B
THX POCKOUIHBIX TYCTBIX M ONECTSIIIMX IPSAAX TEX CEphIX KUIKHX Koc. Jpyroii
HACTOM HMCIONb30Baja JUIsl yMbIBAaHUS. 3UMOM 3aMOpaKMBajla OTBAp M IpOTHpaia



KYCOUYKOM JIbJIa JIULO U TeNO. Tenepp 0 CHUAIOIIEN MOJIOION KOXKE BEJIMKOW KHATWHU
3HAIOT Jaxe 3a rpanuleil. Tak uro TpaBHuam Exarepuna nosepsisia 6€30roBOPOUHO.
[loroMy mnociIymHO ¥ BbINWIA TOPbKMM TPAaBSIHOM HACTOM, HPENATCTBYIOLIUN
3apoKIeHHIO TuioAa. PeGeHka oHa poAUT TOJBKO TOT/A, KOT/Ia caMa COYTET HY>KHBIM.
M xorna HacmaguTca B MOJIHOW MEPE MYKCKUMH JIAaCKaMHU. BCIIOMHHB O MOCIIEHUX,
OHa UIPUBO MOTSAHYJACh. XOThb M Xepebel, a JeJd0 CBOE 3HAET: BOH, KaK Kaxjaas
KOCTOYKA CJaJIKO HOET U TpedyeT MOBTOpeHus. UTo K, 3aBTpa, TOUHEE YK CErOAHS. U
MIOBTOPUM.

Benukass xkHATMHS pacciabiieHHO mojonuia K cMmsAToi moctenu. [loxkanyi,
NOCHUT Yacok-Apyroi. BoT Tonbko Hamo OBl TEpea  paccBETOM MPOCTHIHIO
CXOpoHUTH. Heroxe nmnepaTpuie paiblie BpEMEHU PAOBAThCS OT U3BECTUS, UTO €€
HEBUHHAS TUIEMSHHHULIA OOJIbIle TAKOBOM He siBnsieTcs. [Ipuaer Bpemss — y3Haer.

I'JTABA 4.

Exatepuna B moiHON Mepe ocTajach AOBOJbHA CBOMM BbiOOpom: Cepreit
CanTblkoB ObUT OCITYIIEH, BBIHOCIUB M KOI'/Ia Ha/l0, HEM, Kak pbioa. C MOMEHTa ux
epBOro JItoOOBHOrO CBUAAHMS Ipoluio Oojee nosyrona. EkarepuHa nmoxopoiuena,
elie OoJsiee MOCTpOitHeNa U BBITIIsIE1a BIOJIHE JOBOJBHONW U CYACTIMBOM.

Ha IletepOypr ctpemuTensHo Hactymnano jeto. [letp denopoBuy ycrokousics,
OCO3HaB, YTO PaJOCTH HEKJAHHOTO OTLIOBCTBA €MY HE CKOPO TPO3AT U JAXKE CTal
OTHOCHUTBCS K CYNPYyTre ¢ TOJIMKONH HENPUBBIYHOIO JUIsl HETO YBaKEHUS: HE 00os1ach
HOWTH CYIIPOTUB BOJIM TOCyJapblHU. VIHOTIa cynpyru Aake pas3blrpbIBald 3a0aBHBIC
CLUEHKHM €IUHEHUs, NMPUKPBIBAs APYr JIpyra B BBIHYKICHHBIX OTNIyukax. Ho wyamie
npukpbiBaia ExarepunHa: yeM MeHbIlle HEAPYT O TeOe 3HAET, TeM Jy4YIle Thl CIUIIIb,
0COOEHHO, €CIIi MPENOYUTACIIb CIIaTh HE O/IHA.

EnuzaBera monauany OymeBana, rpo3uia HoBoAgeBHYBMM MOHACTBIPEM, HO
BCKOpeE JIei0-MequK ee ycrokom: purypa ExaTepunbl AnekceeBHbBI TOIbKO-TOJIBKO B
JKEHCKYIO MOpYy BOIIA, HY)KHO €lI€ HEMHOIO IOJO0KIaTh, a IIOCIE U TOCTOMHOIO
KaBaJjiepa JUIsl JOJITMX JIETHHUX MPOTYJIOK ChICKaTh. Kakas x 1eBuILla yCTOUT CYIIPOTHB
KApKUX TOLEIYyEB OMNBITHOrO TIBapieina? I'nmsaume kK ¢eBpaio Oyaywiero roja
BEJIMKAsI KHATUHS U NIOPATyeT POCCUMCKOE IOCYJapCTBO 3aKOHHBIM HACIEAHUKOM. A
II0OKa MOKHO " 310poBbeM Ilerpa denoposrua Beepbes3 3aHAThCA. KTO 3HAeT, MOXeT
[ocje OIEpaluyd BCE Y BEJIMKOKHSDKECKOM 4YeThl caMo co00M M claguTcs.
Hmneparpuiie onsTh HEAYKUJIOCh OT IMEPEENaHus U Kapbl, IOTOMY OHa OBICTPO
coriacuiiach ¢ JOBOJAaMH JHOOMMOro nokropa. B yroBopax JlecTok aeicTBUTETHHO
nocrapalics Ha ciaBy, a Ekarepuna numminacs OpMILTHAHTOBOTO TAPHUTYPA, HO O TOM
0COOEHHO He Jkajena: cBo00a 1 JTI000Bb Ky/aa JOPOXKE.

Hangsuparensnuna  YormakoBa  Takke  MaHKHpOBaia  OOA3aHHOCTSIMU
BOCIHUTATEIbHUIIBI. B KOHIIE aBTyCTa OHa JOJDKHA Obuia poauTh. bepeMeHHOCTH
mpoTeKaia TshKeno, (ppelnuHa oTiIeKuBaiach qoma. Het xyma 6e3 moOpa: Benmmkas
KHATUHS HE MPEMUHYJA BOCIOJIb30BAaThCA CTOJb YAOOHON BO3MOXHOCTHIO. IlouTH



BCIO BECHY, @ 3aT€M M JIETO OHA ITOCellaja BOCIMTATENBHUIYY B OJHO BpeEMs C
CanTbIKOBBIM, TOCJIE YETO BIIOOJIEHHAs Mapa HE3aMETHO YCKOJb3ada B 3aTOPOIHBIN
JOMUK JiJ1s cBUAaHui. Y monurec coOmroeH, 1 1eNb JOCTUTHYTA.

[Tonp3ysick  BpeMEHHOW, HO  JOJTOXAaHHOM  cBoOomoM, Exartepuna
Haclaxaanach ku3Hbl0. C KaXIbIM CBUJAHHEM OHa MpuoOperana Bce OOJIbIINN
OMBIT U YAOBOJBCTBHE OT JIFOOOBHBIX Urp. MHOTIa no3Bossiia cebe Ookan-1Ba BUHA
II0CJIE MHTUMHBIX JIaCK, Hexach B mocrenu. MHorga paccnpammsana Cepres o
IPY3bsiX U NMOPSAKAX B apMUM. TOT HUYEro HEe CKPBIBAJL

— IloroBapuBaroT y Hac, 4YTO UMIEpaTpulla BCe Xyxke ce0s yyBcTByeT. A Ha
HacyeqHuKa, — TyT CanTblKOB ¢ HaCMEIIKOW MmoOeauTeNns B3IJsSHYyN Ha ExaTtepuny,
HO Ta npoMonyana. — Ha nosiBaeHue HacieqHUKa IpecTosia 0co00il HaJeK bl HET.
N Tteneps s moHumaro, nouemy. lletp dPegopoBud mpu ABOpPE HUYEro, KpOME
HAcMeEIleK He BhI3bIBaeT. [Ipu HeM pycckas apMus HaBcerna 3a0yJeT CBOE BEIMYHE.
Habpan npycckuii ok, UrpaeT B KUBBIX COJIJATHKOB, HAIIA TMOPSIAKU BHICMEUBAET.
Jla u Heroxe OOJILHOMY YeJIOBEKY BO IJIaBE CTPaHbI CTOAThH. Beex moryour.

— A wuro, Cepexa, — BIpYr BbICKa3aja 3aTa€HHYIO MbICIb ExarepuHa. —
CwMor 051, K TpUMepy, T'BapAHCKUIN MOJK BBICTYIIUTh MPOTUB UMIIEPATOPA. ..

CanTbIKOB 3a1yMaJiCsl, HAMATbIBas Ha MaJjiel] TEMHBII JIOKOH JTIOOOBHHUIIBI.

— T'ocnioas ¢ To60M, KareHbka, 0 4eM roBopuillb? — OCTOPOKHO Haydaja oH. U
OBLIO HEMOHSTHO, TO JIU UIPAET, TO JIU Bcepbe3 ropoput. — MmMmnepartop 6orom aaH,
Ha [ApCTBUE LIEPKOBBIO OsarociosieH. [loiiTh mpoTUB HEro, O3Ha4aer
[OCAraTeNIbCTBO Ha 3aKOHHYIO BJIACTh — OYHT.

— byHT, — nerko cornacuiachk Exarepuna. — Jla Thl HE Iyraiics, HUKTO XK HE
IPOCUT TeOsI MPOTUB Laps MOJKU BbICTaBIATh. Ho eciu Obl... [laBaii nmpeacraBuMm:
eciy Obl BO3HUKJIA NT0/I00HAss HEOOXOAMMOCTh, U MpHIILIA ObI MOpa BHIOUPATH MEKIY
OJIHUM TPETEHICHTOM U JAPYTUM, CMOIJIa Obl pycCKas apMHsl 3alIUTUTh UHTEPECHI
3aKOHHOTO HACJICHUKA?

— Tak Obl u roBopmIiIa, — BbLIOXHYN Cepreit. — KTo 3 cynpoTHB 3aKOHHOTO-
To noiner? [IpaBna Bcerna Ha ero cTopoHe. A MbI TaM, TJi€ TpaB/a.

— A Kak Tbl 3aKOHHOTO OIpeNeNuilb? — ycMexHynack Ekarepuna u Hamuna
cebe ente BuHa. — [locne nomasanus Ha HapcTBO?

CanTpIKOB HEOKUJAHHO PacTepsIICs.

— Bomnpocs! T 3a1aemib, ogHako, Karsa. Yro x reapaeinsl He pa3depyrcs?
KoMy ckaxyT npucaraTts, TOT U €CTb €AMHCTBEHHBIN U 3aKOHHBIN HACIICIHUK.

— U Bce y Bac Takue. ..[OCIyLIHbIE?

— He Bce, — Cepreit nputsanyn ee k cede. — bpatbst OpJioBbl, K IpUMeEpy, HE
takue. OcobnuBo I'pumka. Tor — uvept. Konu uro He mo Hem, BMur 3Bepeer. Ho
Oomnee BepHOTO apyra He HaiTu. bor mact, Bac korma-HuOy1b TO3HAKOMITIO, a ceidac
JIOBOJIBHO TOBOPHUTS... J[ail, HalleI0BaThCs, IKAs ThI CHAJKasl.

K xoniy centsiopst CanteikoB Exarepune Hackyumi. M ecnu yx coBceM ObITh
YECTHOM — pa3ovapoBasl. He uyBcTBOBana OHa B HEM HCKPEHHErO0 TOMJICHMS CEpALA!
II030BEIlIb — NPUXOJUT, NMPHUIACKACIIb — CYACTIMB, HO KaK JOJI0 MOXET TaKOe
npoaopKaThes? B ero oOBATHSIX OHAa CHadajga BeNMKas KHSATHHS, Oymaymmas



UMIIEpATPULIA, @ IIOTOM YK€ >KEHIIMHA. MOoKeT, mOTOMy 3a €ro CIHMHOW He
YyBCTBOBaja ce0si B OE30MACHOCTM W CIOKOWCTBHM. UeM mamblle 3aXOIuiIN UX
oTHoIIeHus, TeM Ooiblire CanTelkOB omacaics 3a cebda. He 3a nee. Bce uamie
HAXOJWJI MOBOALI HE TpuiTH. OMHAXKIL OHA 0€3 TOJIb3BI MPOKIaia YeThIpe Yaca,
CXOJIl ¢ ymMa OT OecrokoicTBa U Aocajibl. Bee vale oH mpuCITylUBaics K MHEHHUIO
rocyaapbiHu. Ja v cBUIaHUS MOTEPSUIH MPEKHUHN TbUT: 00y4YHB, BCEMY, UTO 3HAJ CaM,
CanteixoB ctan npusblyeH. Kak cadbsHoBble Tydnu y kpoBatu. He Haiinens yrpom
— MaeulbCs LEeJblil JeHb, YYBCTBYEIb, YTO HOram 340KO, HO YyXe K Bedepy
MPUBBIKACIIH K APYTUM, O0siee Y0OHBIM U KPACUBBIM.

[Ipy BcTpeue BHHMMATENBHO BIVISIABIBANACh B COBEPLIEHHOE  JIMIO,
NPUCIYIINBAsACh K COOCTBEHHBIM 4dyBcTBaMm. J[100 wnu Het? Jlopor miam yxe He
HyxkeH? B myme Exarepuna He moriia mpocTuTh W TOro, uyto cHadajga CaiaThIKOB
WCIIPOCHJI TTO3BOJICHHUS TOCYIapbhlHU (2, MOXKET, W OoJblle cebe MO3BOJWI), U YK
MIOTOM TIPUIIIEI K HeH B OonounBaIbHIO. He monpekaia, Ho u He 3a0bIBaa.

JIro6oBHBIE UTpbl OoJiee HE MPUHOCWIM YCIIOKOEHUs, Bce dyaimle ExaTepuHa
MIOCJIE HUX HE MOTJIA 3aCHYTh. JIexka Ha MeIBEXKbUX OAEsIIaxX, TEP3AIACH BOITPOCOM O
cBoeM OymymeM. OTBeTa MO-MIPEKHEMY HE HAXOIUJIA.

Tem Bpemenem (He Oe3 momornu CanTbikoBa — Oy/JIb OH HENAJCH, U KTO €ro
npocui!) T[lerpy degopoBudy Oblia ceaHa JAeIUKAaTHAs OMEpalys, Mocjie KOTOPOu
OH OBICTPO OMpaBWJICS W Hayal C MHTEPECOM IMOCMATpPUBAaTh HAa TETYUIKUHBIX U
KEHUHBIX ¢peilnuH. EnuzaBera TyT ke mpu3Balia MIEeMSHHUILY, HO Ta Oblja rOTOBa K
cepbe3HOMY pa3roBopy. ONnycTHUB K MOJIy OYM, CMUPEHHO MOBEAANA, YTO TSKENA U
BCKOPOCTH OXKUJIAET IOSBJIICHUS HA CBET HACJIEHUKA POCCUKCKOTO MIPECTOIA.

Bnocnencteuu te nuu ExaTepuHa BCmoMuHajia ¢ JOBOJIBHOM yIbIOKONH. OHUM
yIapoM oHa yOuiia JByX 3aiiieB: m30aBuiia ce0si OT MPUTI3aHUNA MYXa U YKpenuia
CBOU MO3UIUHU.

PacrepsaBmascs EnuszaBera He mnoBepuia NPUATHOMY HU3BECTHUIO M CPOYHO
npu3Baia jgeid-menuka. ToT mpoBen 00CieI0BaHre U MOATBEPAII: BEJIUKAsT KHITUHS
OepeMeHHa.

— OO0omnuta Tel MeHs, uca — Enm3aBera crapanach MPUBBHIKHYTh K HOBOCTH,
HE MOHMUMas, paayercs uin HeT. — CKpblia, 3HA4UT, CBOU aMypbl TaiiHbie. [loBepuTh
HE MOTY, 4TO MHE He ioHecau. U kTo cuacTiuBen? CanThiKoB?

Exarepuna Xutpo yiabIOHyNACH!

— Heroxe y My»HEH )KEHbI CIIPalIuBaTh.

— Hy-ny, — EnuszaBera HioxHyna Tabaky ¥ OT Ayl 4uxHymna. — TBos
npaBJa, Marylka, B3suia. Hudero Tyt yxe He noaenaeusb. [letpyme cama ckaxy, a
ThI JIO MOPHI 10 BPEMEHU U3 OMOYUBAIbHU HE BbIxo/u. Cxoponuck. OH B mocieaHee
BpeMsl KaKOH-TO O€IIeHBbIH Ccienajcs, COBCEM CThlA MOTepsii. Buepa ¢peitnuny
UepHspIleBy pU AATCKOM IOCIAHHUKE Ha OO0CACHHBIN CTON 3aBami. OHA BU3KUT,
oTOMBaeTCs, a OH XOXOYeT, MOPTKU paccTeruBaeT. Ene ckaHpam 3aMsuid U 1mmocia
YCIOKOWJIM. B HMX MOpOrHUBIIEM KOPOJEBCTBE K TAaKOMY HE MPUBBIKIU. Tak 4TO
MIOCHUJIM B CBOEH CITalibHE JIEHBKA JIBA, TTOKA Oyps HE YIISKETCS.



H3zBectue o 6yayuiem otioBctBe [letp @enopoBuy BOCIPHUHSII HA YAUBICHUE
paBHOIYIIHO, OOJiee BCEro €ro HMHTEPECOBAJIO COCTOSHUE 3J0POBBS BEIHKOM
rocynapsiad. M3 vero ExaTtepuna caenana BBIBOA: Cynb0a ee yxe npeapenieHa. Kak
tonbko [letp demopoBud 3aiiMET pOCCHIICKUIT IPECTOI, TYT XKe pa3zdepeTcs ¢ KEHOM.
1 Hukrto el He nmomoxeT. CnaceHue NOorudarmIux, AejI0 pyK cCaMUX MNOruOaromuX.
Bnpouyem, paHo €1 moKka 0 TOM yMaTb — KHUBOT PacTeT, U JIATHO.

[Tocnenyromue wecsaupl Exarepuna mnposena 3a kHuramu. Ilpu  nBope
NOSIBIANACH  PEOKO, IMOTOMY O TIOCIEOHUX CIUICTHAX Y3HAaBaja IIOCIEIHSIA.
[ToroBapuBamu, uyro Iletp demopoBrd HE Ha MIYTKY YBIEKCS XPOMOHOTOM U
HEKpPacUBOW CECTPOIl OJHOIO U3 CBOMX KaMeprepoB, KOTOPYIO TYT € MOoTpeOoBal
BO3BECTU B paHI (ppeinunbl. ExaTeprHa He oTKa3aja: CTAJKMBAThCS JIMIIHUM pa3
MY>KeM H3-3a MOAOOHBIX MYCTSIKOB HE XOTesnoch. HoBoil (peitnmuubl, HaIO CKa3aTh,
Exatepuna Tak B rija3a U He BHUJAENA. CBOM OOS3aHHOCTH XPOMOHOXKA HCIIPaBHO
ucnonHsia B cnajbHe [lerpa denopoBuya, yeM TOT ObLIT IPEMHOTO JIOBOJICH.

Cepres IOpbeBuua CanTeikoBa B CHENIHOM MNOPSAJIKE CAENATU JUIIOMATOM H
OTHPaBUJIM C IOYETHOU MUCCHEN 3a rpanuly, B [IIBennto. [loueTHoM nannas muccus
ObUTa TOJIBKO Ha CJIOBaxX W O3Hauaja MPUHYIUTEIbHYIO CCBUIKY, HO OTKa3aThCs
HEBO3MOXKHO. CaJITBIKOB NOHsUI HaMEK M He Bo3paxain. Jlumbe mepen oTbe3noMm
VCIIPOCHJI JTO3BOJIEHUE IMONPOILIATHCS C BEJIMKON KHATMHEM, HO IOJIyYMJI TBEPJbIH

otka3. Ot Exarepunbl. He xortena, 4ToOBI 3allOMHWJI €€ TaKOM — OTEYHOMU, C
TeMHBIMH TIATHAMHU Ha JIMIE U pykax. M kTo mpuaymai, 4to 6€peMEeHHOCTh KPacuT
YKEHIIUHY ?

[Tono>xeHne cBOE OHA MEPEHOCHJIA TSHKEIO, OCOOEHHO TSDKKO CTalo Mepen
caMbIMU poJilaMu. My4YWiii MUTPEHH, TOLIHOTA, OECIpUYMHHBIN cTpax. OHa MOYTH HE
criajla, BIVIAABIBAACH B JApoOsKamiee IuiaMms csedd. Kaszamoch, ¢ KanmeiapkamMu BOCKa
yXOAWJia U BCA €€ KOpOTKas, Hec’acTiauBas ku3Hb. bonbmie cebe Exatepuna He
npUHAJIekana. peOCHOK KaJHO BHICACHIBA BCE COKH, OCTABISAS OIyTIOBATYIO
o0onouky. U ato 6bu10 00ugHEe u GonpHee Bcero. HukoMy He Hy»KHA, HUKOMY HE
KeJlaHHa, HUKeM He mobuma. Tak 3aueM KuTh? DTOT BOINPOC OHA BCE Yallle BUJIENA B
riia3zax umiepaTpuisl. EnuzaBera mpuxoiwia B CHaidbHIO! 0€3 MO3BOJIEHHS Kilajia
PYKy Ha OIpOMHBIA XMBOT M Cllyllaja, Kak OpbIKaeTcs ee Hajaexnaa u Oyaymias
onopa. Exarepuna cruckupana 3yObl, Oopsch ¢ co0o0il, yTOObl HE 3aKpUyaThb U HE
BBICKA3aTh BCE€, YTO HAKOMNWJIOCH 3a ToJbl YHI)KEHHH M Oonu. Pyka rocynapeiHu
JaBWJa, HE JaBaja JAbllaTh. PeOEHOK HEYKIIIOKE MOBOpaYMBaiICs, OOJIBHO yaapsis
HOKKOH noJ camoe cepaue. M rorna ExateprHa 0cob60 ocTpo ero HeHaBUAea.

B nenp umenuH EnuzaBeTsl OHa OYyBCTBOBaJIa cedsi coBceM Iutoxo. [Ipucena
Ha KYILIETKY, BBITSIHYB HOTU. bl 03HO0 M HakaThIBana JypHOTA, a TaM, 3a TSKEIbIMU
IITOPaMH BCTIBIXUBANU (efiepBEpKH B YECTh FOCYAAPbIHH.

— 4 TOnmBKO OMHWM TJa3KOM, MOXHO? — TPHUCTaBIIEHHAs K HEW JeBKa
nepeMuHangach y camod naBepu. OcTanbHble NPUCTYXKHHUIBI JaBHO CcOeXaiu
OCMOTPETBH, a 3Ta MOYEMY-TO ocTanack. 13 xxanoctu yro nu?

— Nnn, — maxnyna pykod. — TonbKO HEZONT0. A 5 ITOKa NOCILIIO.



W neiicTBuTENbHO 3a0BUTACh TSDKENBIM CTpPANTHBIM CHOM. UepHbIe KOTITH
pa3aupany Oenblil KUBOT, U TAHYJIU K ce0€ OKPOBABJICHHOTO MIajeHIa, 0e33yO0blil
POTHK PacKpbIBaJICs, KaK y KOTEHKa, 0€33By4YHO MOJISl O TOMOIIIH.

— He nam! Moit! — Exarepuna ucromHo 3akpuyana u npocuynack. Ot 6omu?
MokpoTtbi? Ctpaxa? KpoBu?

bone Hapacranma, pasampas HEykiIoxkee Teno. EkarepuHa ¢ TpylIoMm
MPUIIOAHANACH C KYIIETKH, OTMETHB MOKpOE IISITHO Ha AOPOroi TKaHu. Jlepxach 3a
MOSICHUILY, ITO3BOHUJIA B KOJIOKOJIbYUK. B 0TBET — THIIMHA.

— Kto0-016yas! [omorure!

TumuHa. U TONBKO B OTHAJICHHWM HOBBIM B3pbIB (DEHEPBEPKOB U 3BYKHU
HApOJHBIX TyIstHUN. CKOpO M3 MyLIKK NaluTh OyAyT, TOr/Aa KPpUYH, HE KpUYH, BCE
PaBHO HE YCJbIILAT.

HoBas cxBatka. ['ocmomm, O6ompHO-TO Kak! CrepkwBas CTOH U CIE3HI,
Ekareprna npuseria, OCTOPOKHO MOJIOKUB PYKH HA KOJIBIXAIOMIUNCA )KUBOT. TOJIBKO
He xkaneTh Hu 0 uem! U B mepByto ouepenn, He xaneTs cebs! XKanocts youaer cuiy.
A denoBek 6€3 CHIIbI MEPTB.

Kaxercs, ormycTuio.

BriTepna mot co 5n6a u yOpana BiaKHbIE CIyTaHHbIE BOJIOCHI TOJI Yerell.
Hermm ryosxke! I'myOxke. ..

Ox!

bonpe otpe3ana ot ocranmpHoro mupa. Onna. CoBcem ogHa. Kak u 3amymano
npupoaoi. JleBku pacckasplBaiid, 4YTO B JEPEBHAX 0aObl caMU pOXAIOT: TAe
HACTUTHET, TaM M pa3peniaroTcs oT OpeMeHH. XO0Th B KOPOBHUKE, XOTh B MOJI€, XOTh
BO Bpems ryinsHuil. KTo BbDKHMBET, TO BBDKHUBET, a KTO HET, TOro Oor k ceoe
npudepert. 3HaYuT, Ha POAY TaK HAMHCaHO.

— S1 BbDKMBY! — MOKJIsUIach OHA €Ba CIBIIIHO, TE€PSS MOCIEAHUE CHIIBI. A
peberok? OH-To kak? B mymie 6oposmch aBa ctpaxa — 3a ce0s u 3a Hero. [loOemun
BTOpOi1, MmaTepuHCcKuil. CXBaTKU CTAHOBWJIHMCH Bce yaie. YTto kK, cama CIpaBUTCH.
Yem oHa xyxe naepeBeHCKUX 0a0? ['maBHOe, yTOOBI MIlafieHel] HE MOCTpajdall.
[IpeBo3morast 6oJib, YyTh MPUIIOAHSIACH HAa KPOBATH, pa3Bels KOJIEHH, W Hayaia
TY>KUTbCSI, BBITAJIKKBAsS JOJTOXKIAHHOTO HAacJIeTHUKa Ha OeJblid CBET.

B Takom Buze ee u 3actana BepHyBIIascs AeBKa. OXHyla OT UCITyTra, UCTOUIHO
3aKpryana.

— Yero opems, nypa? — obopBana Exarepuna. — Jleitb-mennka 30BH.
Poxaro...

JlecTok BOILLIEN B CIAJIBHIO € MATHIM BBICTPEIIOM U3 MYIIKH.

A Ha JBEHAJUATOM MOSIBUJICA HA CBET HACJIEAHUK POCCHICKOro MpecToyia
[TaBen IleTrpoBuuy.

HMMneparpuiie 10I0KWIH Cpasy.

— Bor tak nmogapokx! — EnmzaBera OepexHO B3sija MJaJ€HIIA HAa PyKH. —
Kpacasen! Hy, a TbI, xuBa, uro mu? — rpybo oOparunace k Ekarepune. —
Boirnsaums minoxo. bnennas, nenpubpannas. OTBOpUTE OKHO, 371€CH TYIIIHO.

— Mmue xononno, — npomenrana Exarepuna.



— A MHe xapko, — napupoBaina EnnzaBera. — Tebe X0opoio, Thl JEKUIIb,
OTJIbIXaeIllb, a 5 TIOKa K Tebe 11171a, 3anbixanack. BoH Kak cepaie KOJOTUTCS.

Cui, 4ToOBl OTBETUTH HA KOJKOCTh, y EKkaTepuHbl He ocTanoch. XOTeIoCh
3aKpbITh TJla3a M TOTPY3UTHCA B TEIUIbIM, OOBOJIAKMBAIOMIMKA COH. Teno ObLIO
HEIMPUBBIYHO JIETKUM, a OCTaBIIAsICA 00JIb — JIETKOW U MPUATHOM.

— JIeTCKyl0 yCTpOWUTHh pajgoM C MOHUMHM NIOKOSMH, — PacHopsauiIach
EnuzaBera. — Ilpucnare Tyaa nByx kopmuiuy U HaHek. C HaciaegHuKa ria3 He
cIyckaTb. BOT 3TO mojapoK Tak MOJAPOK HAa MMEHUHBI. YTOJWia, Marylmka. —
[loBTOpuna oHa |, 3BEHA TSKEIBIM 30JI0YEHBIM IUIATHEM, BBINLIA W3 CHAIbHU
ExarepuHsl.

Bcenen 3a Hell ycTpemuinach nbsiHasi M Becenasi cBUTa. llnadyiero mitaneHna
yHecnu. CBeun noracuiv. ExarepuHa octasiach 0JHa Ha IPsI3HONM MOKPOM MOCTENH.
N3 okna nyno. — CnoBHO co0aKky KHMHYJIM, — PaBHOAYLIHO MogyMaia oHa. — He
yMmepia, " JIAJIHO.

Ha 106 nerma Bnaxnas Tpsnuia, naxHymias TpaBamu. Crapueckas pyka
OepexHo 00TepIia IUIO U U3MydeHHOoe Teno. baba-sra. CnacutenbHuIa.

— IloBepuucsh, kusaruHtomka. I[loctenbky Tebe mnepemento. Bor Tak...
Pyuyenbku mnomgHumu, pydamieuky HaaeHy. Kocbkl pacuemry u 3amety. Hemomu!
3Bepu! ['1ie 5k 3TO BUJAHO, POKEHUILY OJHY OCTaBJISITh. I nUTE€ OT MaTrepu OThIMATh,
KOTI'/Ia OHO K HEH TOJBKO U TAHETCS. bor HakaxeT, rpex 3To, OOJIbIION rpex...

ExarepuHa MOKOPHO BBINOJNHSIA BCE pacrnopsikeHus JroOumon O0alOku-
TpaBHulbl. [loBOpaunBasiack, HecMOTpa Ha Oosib B kuBOTe. [logHuMmana ycranbie
PYKH, TPOCOBBIBAas MX B TOHKHE pyKaBa HOYHOW pyOamiku. [luma ropsumii yai,
HACTOSIHHBINM HAa MSTE, CMOPOJMHE U MajuHe. I cTpaHHO, paBHOAYIIME OTCTYIAJIO, Ha
CMEHY €My MPHUXOAuJa 3JI0CTh U pemuMocThb. U eme ropaocts 3a ceds. BoT Tak 6bl
pacKkuHyja PYKH-KpbUIbS M TOJieTeNna Obl — BCe cMorja, Bce mpeogoiena. Jlanplie
Oyzer jerye, XOTb U TpyJHEE.

— A Tenepp otabixaid, Ekatepuna AnekceeBHa. Crnu. IlepBblii COH MpHUIET,
BCE cTpaxu yHeceT. BTopoli con mpuzet, rope yHecer. TpeTuii cOH mpuaeT, Jr000Bb
NOJIAPUT.

— He Hano mHe m00BU, — npouienTana oHa. — bl Obl OKOM, U TO XOPOIIIO.

— Mano TebGe mnokosi OyJeT, KHATHHIONIKA, — YJBIOHYJAach TpaBHUIIA,
MOJIOKUB HA KUBOT POMKEHULIBI JIE] B TPAMULE, U YKPBIBAS €€ ITyXOBBIM OJICSIIIOM. —
Hyx y Te0s cyeTHbIN na cunbHbId. 1 cynp0a ocobast, 6orom otmedeHHas. [lotomy u
1000Bb 0cOOeHHOU OyaeT. Y 6a0bl Beab JBa MpeaHa3HAYCHUs — JIETEH poXKaTh Jia
JI00BU McKaTh. be3 mo0BH MyCcTO U XOJIOAHO, Aa U IETOK HE OBIBAET. ..

Exarepuna y:xe He ciplliana, 3acslnaia. Bo cHe cTynwia Ha MIATKYI0 MaHHY, B
JUIO0 — MeTeNnb U3 OenbIX Jerkux mnepoimek. CunbHas pyka mojjaep:kana — He
octymnuch, Karenrka. Ho ona otTonknayna. He mo mo0Bwu eii ceituac. B oTBeT yBuaena
MSTKYIO YIBIOKY 1 COUYBCTBUE B CEPBHIX I1a3aX. 3HAYUT, MOKA HE BPEMSI BCTPETHTHCS.
YenoBek mpenmnosiaraer, a rocnois Oor pacmnoiaraeT. OCOOEHHO TeMH, KOro Tak
JTIOOUT UCTIBITHIBATH.



I'JTABA 5.

B cBoumx nmpenmnonoxkeHusx OTHOCHUTEIBHO uMIeparpunbl Exarepnna
oKa3zajach npaBa. PeOeHka eil He TOBepuiIH, MO3BOJIMB JIMIIb Pa3 B HEAETIO HAaBEUIaTh
II0JI IPUCMOTPOM HSIHEK, J1a U TO C MPEABAPUTEIBHOrO cornacus EnuzaseTsl. Tonbko
Ha KPECTUHAX HEJIOIro MoJepKalla Ha pyKax, U TO IIOYTH Cpasy e OTHSLIN.

ITociie ponosB ExarepuHa 4yTh IOIOJHENA, HO €A 3TO TOJBKO LUIO. B3risia
CTal MsArde, HO pelmuTenpHed. YepTel JMIa Ka3auucb JKEHCTBEHHEU W
IIPUBJICKATEIbHEE, @ B JBWKCHbBSIX IIOSBWJIACH BEJIMYABAsl Tpalus M HEBEAOMAs
J0CEIb COOJIa3HUTEIBHOCTb.

[To HOuaM Bce wdaile TPEBOXKWIM OecloKoiiHble CHBI. IIpocHyBIIMCH B
OAVWHOKOM IIMPOKOW MOCTENM, JEeXajld, YCTABMBIIMCh B PACIMCHOW MOTOJIOK,
BcriomMuHasl xapkue jacku CanteikoBa. I'ne x on teneps? C kem? Xena-to 31ech
octasiack. OnuH B cchbUIKy oTnpaBuics. Kakue sxeHumyHbl B [lIBenuu: 4yBCTBEHHBIE
WM xosonHble? Paccnpocuts Obl KOT0O, HO KTO cKaxkeT. [IoHATHO, 4TO clep:KuBaTh
cebst He cTaHeT. 3a TOCKOM MPUXOJUiIa PEBHOCTh: XOTh U He mobuna Cepres, a Bce
&e kanko. UM dero tak rHana ot cedsi, mouemy nepectai MUTh HACTOM, pelIuB, YTO
npuIia nopa pedexnka poauts. Mcmyranack 3a ¢BOXo kM3Hb? Miu He xoTena BHOBb
0Ka3aThbCsl Ha CymnpykeckoM joxe. Bee cpazy. Ho emnie Oonbiie Exatepuna xanena o
MIPOIILION CBO0O/IE, XOTh U MHUMOM M TaKOH KOPOTKOM.

JomamHux payroB EnnszaBera He ycTpamBala, IIOJHOCTBIO IOTIPY3HBILKCH B
3a00T1b! O IlaBne IlerpoBuue. /[lena nmiaeMsHHUKA U €O CYNpPYrd TOCYJAPbIHIO TaKKe
He uHTepecoBanu. OcobeHHo moxoxaeHus Ilerpa ®@enopoBuua. ['ne oH, ¢ kem —
HeBaxHO. Ho ¢ ExaTeprHoil pa3roBop coctosyicst 0COObIil: MaTh HACJIEIHUKA JODKHA
OBITh BHE MOJO03PEHUI U BHE BCIKUX yBeceneHui. Muaue...

Exatepune He Hago OBUIO pacTOJIKOBBIBaTH 3TO <«wuHaye». [lonauamy
JNEHUCTBUTEIIBHO CTApaach BECTU CE0sl KAK MOKHO THULIE M HE3aMETHEee, HO MpUpoja
Opana cBoe. Bunate, npocHynach MaMeHbKHHA TTOPOJIa: KPOBb Oypiuia u TpeboBaia
BBIXOJIa JIOOOBHOW TOCKH. A Cc Kem ee pazmenuth? Xopomo Owuto Horanhe-
Enuzasere: ToM uMHTUMHBIE nopydeHus nasan Ppuapux Ilpycckmit, 1a m cam He
THyLIAJICS. HEJO3BOJICHHBIMU Jlackamu. [1o manonercTtBy ExarepuHa skanena orua u
OCyXJajla MaTb, HO C€WdYac €CIM He IPOCTUJIA, TO, HAKOHEL], MOHAJIA U pa3leiauia
KEHCKYIO MPaBIy: *HU3Hb CIMIIKOM KOpPOTKAa U HEHAJeXHa, YTOObl OTKa3bIBaTh cede
B CaMOM TIJaBHOM — JIt0OBH U cTpactu. IloToMy ykpaakoil mpurisjasiBajiach K
IIPUABOPHOM 3HATU. BAPYI KTO NOHpaBuTca. Ho TyT ke oTMerana kaBaJepoB, Kak
OMAaBILIKE JIUCThSI. ITOT CTAp M HEKPacuB, TOT CIUIIKOM OONTIUB, a 3TOT —
IIPUCIICIIHUK rocyaapbiHu. He mpoiiner u Jyaca, Kak TOHeCeT.

Opno xopomo — c¢ Iletpom ®enopoBuueM NycTb W BpPEMEHHO, HO
YCTaHOBUJICS CYNPY>KECKHUI MoJuTec. XyAorh MUp Jydiie 100poit ccopsl. [IBa Boka,
OKAa3aBIIXCh B JIOBYIIKE, UIIYT IIyTH U1 CIIACEHMS. PBATh APYT ApPyra, HET HU CHII,
Hu BpemeHu. llerp demopoBuu cranm yame ObIBaTh Ha TMOJOBHUHE CYIPYTH,
HAIlOMHMHAs CTapble BPEMEHA. KOTJa OHHU WIPAJIA B COJIJATUKOB, HE IOMBIIULISA O
BJIACTH U CyJp0e oTedyecTBa. Ekatepuna He 00oblanach B UCTUHHON MPUYUHE 3TUX



Bu3uTOB. lletp PenopoBuu HamepeBaics 3aJ00pUTh TOCYNAPBIHIO NEPEMEHAMH B
IIOBEJICHUU. XOTh U 10 MPABY HACIEAYET IPECTOJ, A KTO XK €r0 3HAET, KAK II0TOM BCE
noBepHeTcs. BoH, oten rocyaapeinu, Iletp Bemukwuil ceiHa Ha AbIOy B3AEpHYI, a
roOCyapCTBO JKEHE — JEBKE MOPTOBOM — otnwucan. lIpaBaa, moroMm 3aBenianue
MopBaJj, He MPOCTUB JOOUMOM xeHe u3MeHy ¢ Bunbsimom MoucoM. [Tomo00BHUKY
rOJIOBY C IUI€Y JINYHO CHEC U B CHHUPTY COXPAHMII, a 0AHKY Y CYNPY>KECKOH KpOoBaTH
nocraBui. Jleckatb, CMOTpPU TENEPh HA CBOEr0 KpacaBlLa, CKOJIbKO Xxouercd. OHa u
CMOTpeNia ycepiHo, a Toiky? 3aBemjanus-to Her. lIpaBma, mnepen cMmepTbio
Hanapanan «OcTaBUTh BCE...», a KOMY O0CTaBUTh? Ha 3TO y»e IbIXxaHus He XBaTHIIO.
Crout 11 roBOpUTH, KaKas CMyTa B FOCyJapcTBE NMOTOM HacTynuia. [lepeBopot 3a
nepeBOopoTOM. Tak 4TO 4epPT €ro 3HAET, KAKWE MBICIHM B ToJIoBe Ein3aBeThl cenyac
Oponat? A Hy Kak, OTOHILET rocyaapcTBo 6actapay?! Uro Torna?!

Bor u crapanca Ilerp ®enopoBuy 3aMONUTh MNPEKHHUE TPEXH NEpen
«mrobumoit terymkoi». [lomyuanocs mnoxo. Ho Benps crapancs xe! «Kak pebeHOK,
YeCTHOE CJI0BO, — AyMmana Exkarepuna, HaOmr0as 3a €ro HEKpPaCUBBIM 03J100JIEHHBIM
aunoM. — Buepa kyTex, ceroans — Quinocodckue 6ecepl 0 rocyaapCTBEHHOCTH U
enquaeHnn Poccuu». M Beap TOBOPUT TOJMBKO TO, 4TO 000 Enm3aBere, ClI0BHO
BBIYYMJI 3arofisl CJIOBA, a TENEpb O3BYYMBAET WX Ha IIOJIOBUHE CYNpPYru. Y Hee
IIITUOHOB 00JIbIIIE — JOHECYT ObICTpEE.

HMcTuHHBIM K€ aBTOp pPAacCyKAEHUS O TMOJb3€ M LEsAX TOCyIapcTBa
poccuiickoro s Exarepunbl He octancs He3aMeTHbIM. B Oyaymiem Hukwuty
HNBanoBnua IlanmHa 1npoynMaM B JIMYHBIE BOCHMUTATEIM HACIEIHHUKA, TaK
pacniopsinunack EnuzaBera. A moka [laBmyma Obin Man, [laHMH BBITOJHST TMpU
POCCHUICKOM JIBOPE pa3IuYHbIe JUIJIOMAaTUYECKUE MopydeHus. MimnepaTpuua nHaye,
KaK JINCOM, €r0 Y HE Ha3blBAJIA. XUTEP, YMEH, U3BOPOTIIMB, XOTb U HE OYEHb IIPUTOXK
coboii. Ho nqumiomaTtust — nmama HempuTs3aTeIbHAs, HA BHEITHUHN JJOCK BHUMAHUS HE
oOpainaer, el urpy yma nojaBai.

B ¢unocodckux mucnyrax ExarepuHa yyacTusi HE NMPUHHMMAJA, CTECHSIIACH
cBoero aknenTa. Korga BoHOBanmach, myTaiia ciioBa, TO U JIEJ10, Ionaaas B 10CaIHbIE
koH(y3bl. Ho rpada [lanuna ciymana ¢ ynmoeHueMm, UHOTJA CIPAIIUBas O TOM WM
UHOM (UI0CO(CKOM TpakTaTe WM 3HAYEHUU HENOHSATHOro ciioBa. Hukwura
MBaHOBMY C YIOBOJBCTBUEM pA3bSACHSII, a4 WHOTAA IMPUHOCUI KHUTH, KOTOpPBIE
BEJIMKAsl KHATHHS YUTalla ¢ OOJbIIUM YyJIOBOJBCTBUEM: JPYrOro pa3BiCUYCHUsS B €€
YKU3HHU BCe paBHO He ObUI0. VX Oecenpl CTaHOBUIIUCH Bce 0ojiee JOBEPUTEIbHBIMU U
OTKPOBEHHBIMM, Y€M CIIOCOOCTBOBANIM JJIMHHBIE MpOrynku no amiesMm llereproda,
KyJa JBOp IEpEEXall elle B CEpPEIUHE Masl.

— BBl ceroaHs nevanbHbl, Balle BpICOUeCTBO, — [[aHMH HE TOJIBKO 3aMeTHII
ciaeapl cne3 Ha Jmne ExaTepuHbl, HO M IPEKPACHO 3HAJI O HOBOW CTBIYKE C
Emm3aBeroii. [locemars HacnenHuka, Koraa 3axouercs, ExaTepunHe ObIJIO OTKa3aHO,
npuyeM Ha 3TOT pa3 B yinbTuMatuBHON (opme. [louemy? Kro moitmer mnoruky
umneparpunpbl. [Ipuxonunoce Habmonate 3a peOCHKOM, Mpsdach B KyCTax H
OTYASTHHO pEBHYs, KOTJa 4Yy)XHE€ pPYyKHM Kacaluch Maiblma. ExareprHa BHOBB
CTpajana oT 00JIM U YHHKEHHS: CHaJyalla el OTKa3aju B MpaBe ObITh )KEHOH, Tenepb



— B 1mpaBe ObITh MatTepblo. Jla, BEHIIEHOCHAs TETyIIKa YyMeJa HaHOCHUTh
Oone3HeHHble yaapel. ['Ooppkas HpOHMS cocTosula eme W B ToMm, uto Ilerpa
®denopoBuya 00s3aMu 00MIATHCSI C HACIETHUKOM, WU OH NPOTHUB BOJU ObIBalT B
JETCKOM, Ky/1a HE IOIYCKaJIM €T0 Cynpyry.

ExareprHa octaHoBWJIach y Kycra cupeHu. CopBana BETKY, aBTOMATHYECKHU
NoAHECHa K JIULY:

— Tounbko B Poccum takas cupess. [IbsgHas. ['onoBa kpykurca. Y Bac TOXe,
Hukura UBanosuu? Bel mo0sieiHesu.

VY Hero neucTBUTENBHO KPYKHWJIACh T'OJIOBA: TO JU OT BHE3AIMHOW AYXOTHI, TO
JIM OT apoMara LBETOB, TO JIK... B ropie nepecoxno.

— CyuTaercs, 4YTO €Ciy HAaWTU B IBETKAX CHUPEHHU IISITh JIEIECTKOB, TO MOYKHO
3araJipIBaTh JKEJIAHUE.

— W 4ro, ucnomuurca? —HEIOBEPUMBO niepecnpocuia Exarepuna.

— OOs3arensHo, — B Tha3zax [laHMHA MENbKHYJIO Kakoe-TO CTpPaHHOE
YyBCTBO, HO EKaTepuHa ero He 3aMeTHIIA, 3aHATasi COOCTBEHHBIMU MEPEKUBAHUSIMMU.
— JlomxHOo ucnonuuTeca. Bot cmotpure, Hamen. ..

— Poccusi — crpana obemanuii. 31ecy Bce JAryT, Aake LBEThl. — BeTka
CHpPEHHU TI0JIETENA B TpaBy. — Bbl enuHCTBeHHBbIM Mou apyr, Hukura MBaHoBUY,
TOJIBKO C BaMH 51 MOTY OBITh OTKPOBEHHOM, HE OMAacasiCh NPeJaTelbCTBA U YHUKEHUM.

— Bceraa k Bamum ycnyram, — rpad raJaHTHO CKJIOHWJICS K PYKE BEIMKON
kHsaruHe. ['yObl KOCHyNIHMCh Topsiueit koxku. IIpoOexkana uckpa. — Uto Obl HEU
CJIy4YWJIOCh, BAalll€ BBICOYECTBO BCEr/Aa MOYKET HA MEHS MOJOXHUThCA. — CKazal, u
BJIPYT TIOKPACHEJ OT IByCMbICIeHHOCTU (ppa3bl. [Tonsna nu?

[Tonsina. Exarepuna monuana. Ee pyka no-npexseMy ToMUIach B pyke rpada.
Jpyras Obl JaBHO OJepHYa, a 3Ta HeT. CMOTPUT TOIyObIMU TUIa3UIaMU TaK, YTO HE
caepxkareca. Ha mymmcrsIXx pecHMIax 3acTbUId COJEHbIE pOcHHKH. [lomymeuxon
NaNblIeB OH OCTOPOXKHO HMX CMaxHyJ. B3sTh Obl ee Ha pyKH, yBE3TH, 3alIUTUTH U BCIO
XKU3HDb 3200TUTHCA. U BAPYT BBIPBANOCh 3aTa€HHOE!

— Tenepp Hukyna He ornymy! Hukoraal

ExaTeprHa HEBOJIbHO YIBIOHYJIACH:

— CrouT N1 AaBaTh TaKUE€ KJIATBBI, Tpad, Koraa BOepeau eule 1enast >ku3Hb?

bnusko-61m3k0, Kazanock Obl, ObITH OJIMKE MPOCTO HEBO3MOkHO. Ho BOT
[laHuH caenan Bcero JIMIb IIar, U Temnepb ee ryobl OblUIM Ha ypoBHe ero ryo. U
nouyeMmy oHa panbliie He 3ameuana? [louemy npu Buae Hukutel ee cepaue Bceraa
ocTaBasioch CHOKOWHBIM? [louemy? Jla u celiuac CIOKOWHO, pa3Be 4YTO CHIILHO
yauBieHo. Urpel pazyma, HO T]ie e uyBcTBa? OTBETUTH Ha BOMPOC HE yCIena.

[Touenyii 060ux 3acTajn BpacIjiox.

He ykmonunacek, HarpoTUB KPENKO MpIKajdach K rpady, BCEM TEIOM OLIyIas
ero BO30yK/ICHHE.

— He 3aech, yBuasaT, — nporuenrana u yBJIeKiIa B 3apociu napka. Ha ogqaom
JBIXaHUH TIPOOEKATHN MO Y3KOH TOPOKKE, CKATUIIMCH MO CKIIOHY, TPUMHUHAs TPaBy U
IBEThl, U OKA3aJIUCh Ha HEOOJBIIONW OMYIIKE, YKPBITOM OT MOCTOPOHHUX TJia3
3apocisiMU IIUIMIOBHUKA. — beIcTpee, OpicTpee. ..



Koro Ttoponumna: cebs wmm ero? Kyma cnemmwia, oTkasbiBas cebe B
YAOBOJBCTBUHM PACTAHYTh JIACKH, MPOJIUTH MOLEIYH W HACIAJAUTHCS HW3BEUYHBIM
putmMom ro0Bu?! JKapkoe BiIaKHOE TENO IIEKOTadd TPABUHKH, TMAJBIIbI
JUXOPaJ0YHO PACCTETMBAIM MOJHBIA Kam30JI M PBAJM JOPOTYIO PyOaliKy, BOJIOCHI
pactpenanuch. beicTpee, ObicTpee. ..

Ckauka mosy4ywsiach O€IIEHONM W KOPOTKOM, CIOBHO 00a Ha IMOJHOM XOAY
COpBAJIUCh C KPYTOro OOpbIBa M TOJIETEIH... BBEPX, HABCTpeUy IMOIYJECHHOMY
conHiy. Eme oaMH BCXJIMI-CTOH, W 3aMEpJId, BOCCTAHABIMBAS [IbIXaHUE U
MPUCTYIIUBAsACH K MUPY. MUP CTBIIJIMBO MOJTYAI.

— Bort yx He oxunana, Hukura ...MIBaHOBHY 110100HOM NIPBITH OT pusiocoda.

— B Tuxom omyre 4YepTH BOIATCS, TOCYAApbIHS, — TOT IOYTUTEIBHO
MoTIeNIoBall  O€3BONIBHYIO PYKY. MEXIy CpeaHuM U yKa3aTeIbHBIM TaJIbIIeM
3alEMMUIICS BETOK KJIEBEPA.

EkaTepriHa MrHOBEHHO HaIPSTIIACh, UCITYTaBIIMCh MOIBOXA!

— 41 He rocynapsIss.

— bynemb, — yBepeHHbBIE MYKCKHE TYObl HAIIUTA OMMYXIIIHA OT TOIIEIYEB POT
Y IIPOIIENTAIN B CaMbIi yroJok: — Tl yke rocynapeias. Mos. Mmneparpuna.

B tuxom omyte ueptu Boastcs. M He Bce Ta pusiocodus, uro kaxercs. 1 He
BCE Ta CTPACThb, UTO *KejaHue. Ml He Bce To kenaHue, 4To cTpacth. JIroboe nelicTue
poxnaer apyroe neWictBue. OmHO JBUXKEHHE CIOCOOHO coTpsactu mup. OjnHa
CJIe3MHKa BBI3BIBACT JI0K/b, OAHA yiblOka — coiHue. JIto0oBb mpolyxaaer Bepy,
BEpa — HAJAEKIY, a HAAEXKAa 1aeT MyJIpPOCTh U OHUMaHue. MyapocTb — NEPBBIN
niar Ha MyTH K BJIACTH.

B Tot nernuii nenr Huxurta Ilanun 6e3 ycranu 3aragpiBaj CBOSH YUYEHHUIIC
mapaasl JTI00BH, ¢ KOMMU Ta CHpaBisuiachk Onectsimie. M numb Ha OXMH BOIPOC
EkaTeprHa Tak 1 HE CMOIJIa 1aTh OTBETA. @ YTO OHA CaMa YyBCTBYET MO OTHOILICHUIO
Kk Tpady. braromaprocts? Hexnocts? JIro60Bb? Brmpouem, o0 stom [lanun He
cripamvBall. Benukas MyIpocTh 3a/1aBaTh NIPABUIBHBIE U CBOEBPEMEHHBIE BOIIPOCHI.
W He cripammBaTh O TOM, O YEM CIIBIIIATH HE XOYEIIb.

I'JIABA 6.

Kak ynowutenbubl B Poccum Beuepa... Kakum yOMHCTBEHHO OOKHUTarOIIMM
MOXET ObITh JeTo. M kakuMm oOHanexuBalOIMM. B KOHIE MIOHS uMIlepaTpuila
MOYYBCTBOBaJIa Cce0Sl IJIOXO W BOMPEKH BO3PAKEHUSIM JIeHO-MeAnKa Tmoxesnana
BepHYThcsl B nymiHbi [letepOypr. EcrecTBeHHO, 3aXBaTUB ¢ COOOM M HACIETHUKA.
Bocnonb3oBaBmmce orcyrcrBueM Terymikd, llerp depopoBnu oTmpaBuics B
HeOOoJIbIIoe yBecenuTeabHoe myTeniecTsiue B MockBy. ExaTepuna nogo3pesaia, uyTo
Ha CaMOM [IeJIe TOT OCTAaHOBWJICSI COBCEM HEMOJAJIEKY. B BECEJIOM JOME, 10 KOUX €€
CyHIpYT B IOCIIEHEE BPEMS CTajl BECbMa 0X0Y.

B nernenn pesmpenumm crano modtu mycro. [loutm — BepHOE CIOBO M
abCOJIIOTHO MPaBUJIBHOE OTPaKEHUE NEHCTBUTENbHOCTH. He Hy>XHO ObLIO mpsITaThCs
Y CKPBIBAaThCS, OMNACASICh CIYYaWHOTO B3MUISAa WM XYyAOro cioBa. Bropoul pa3 B



KU3HU BenuKas KHATHHsS ExatepuHa AJjiekceeBHa Obljia MOJHOCTHIO MpPEJOCTaBleHa
camoii cebe. Kak 310 x0po1o, Hu1 nepes KeM He OTYUTHIBATHCS!

B mro6Bu Huxuta [lanun oka3zancs uckyceH u HeyromMuM. CTpaHHOE I€J0, B
ero pykax Ekarepuna dyBcTBOBasa ceOsi OJTHOBPEMEHHO W CJIA0OW KEHIMHOU, W
Biajprunieid. OH TOHKO Y4yBCTBOBAJ 3Ty I'PaHb, U MOKA YTO HHU pa3y HE MO3BOJIWJ
cebe ee mepedTu. 3a YTO BEJMKasg KHATWHS IUIATUJIA €My CTOPHIEH — >KapKUMHU
JacKaMH M HeXXKHOCThIO. Ho B riryOHMHE AyIiu 4yBCTBOBAJIA, YTO OJHAXKAbI TFOOOBHBIM
Pybukon Oyzaer nepeiinen. Hu onuH MyKunmHa HE MOTEPIUT HEPABEHCTBA B CBOEM
noyioxkeHuu. TeM OoJiee OT JKEHILMHBI, MyCTh U Takol, kak oHa. Korga mo00BHUKOB
pa3AeNsieT CTOJIbKO NMPENATCTBUM, TO 3arofAs HYXHO KIaTh pacctaBaHus. CHaudana
TEJIECHOT0, TOTOM JYIIEBHOIO, a €CJIM HE MOBE3ET — TO U TOro, U npyroro. Cpazy u
HaBCeraa.

Ho noxa nmo3Bonser xapkoe JE€TO, IOKA CXOMIT C yMa COJOBBH, LIEIECTUT
JUCTBA 32 OKHOM, OHa BCE JK€ BO3BMET CBOE, YTOJIUT JKaXAy JIIOOBH BIEPEMEIIKY C
Tockoi. [laHMH yIUBIsUICA €€ HEHACHITHOCTH, a MOAYac M >KMBOTHOM IpyOOCTH.
[{apamanack, Kycanach, BHIKpUKHBaJla HEMPUCTOWHOCTH, MEPEKUBas BCeraa OypHBIN
9KcTa3. EkarepuHa Ha OCTOPOXKHBIE YIPEKM HCLHAPANAHHOTO M HCKYCAHHOTO
T000BHUKA HE oTBevana. Ho kakoil K uepTy MoJMTEeC, KOrJa KaKIbli JE€Hb MOMXET
CTaTh IoCIeTHUM ?!

B nepepeiBax Mexay amMypHbIMU YycliaJjaMd OHU OecemoBanu. B mune
Exarepunsl rpad Hukura VBanoBuu IlaHuH moOayuynsi BHUMATEIBHYIO U
OnaromapHyio ciaymartenabHuIy. Mctopus, ucKyccTBo, noiutuka u duinocodpuss — B
KaXJI0M 13 3TUX yueHbIX cep Hukura MIBaHOBUY cunTascs npu3HaHHBIM JOKOH. [la
4yTO TaM cuuTaycs, Obul M. bonbiie Bcero Exarepuny mHTEepecoBajna poccuiickas
VCTOPUSA U MOJUTHKA. M XOTh cama HeMaylo KHUT ITPOYMTAIIA, BCE K€ HUKAK HE MOIJja
YSICHUTh, Ha Y€M JEPKHUTCI TOCyaapcTBO poccuiickoe. Kak mpu ToM pabonenuu u
nenoctu [letpy Benmkomy yzanocs co31aTh CTOJIb MOIIHYIO UMIIEPUIO, KOTOpas YKe
CIIyCTS HECKOJIBKO JECATHUIICTHA TOTOBA PYXHYTb IIOJ THETOM BHEIIHHUX
00CTOSITENBCTB, BOMH U paspyuieHuit. Ho pyxuer nu? B 3Toil cTpane HuUKOraa u
HAYETO HE BO3MOXHO npenyranarb. Hemapom @puapux I[Ipycckmili Tak omacaercs
CEBEPHOU JiepxaBbl. MOXKET, U BIPaBIy TOBOPAT, 4TO bor Bcerna XpaHUT TeX, KOTO
MO/IBEPTaeT UCIBITAHUIM ?

— Bort TB1 TOBOpUIL, Hukuta MBanoBuy, uto y Poccun cBoii cOOCTBEHHBIN
MyTh, HA C KEM €ro HE CpaBHUTH. Jla)Ke MCTOPHUS LIAPCTBOBAHUSA M T4 HU HA YTO HE
noxoxa. CMmyra Ha cMmyTe, a OorarcTBa mnpeyMHoOXkarotcs. — IlaHuH Becesno
XMbIKHYJ. EkarepuHa cmyTwiach, pemIMB, 4YTO cKaszana Iuynocte. Ho motom
ocMelenia Mmoj KapKUMU MOLENYysSIMH M IPOJOJDKUIA: — 31ECh HUKOTAA HE 3HAelllb
Harepes, Kak CTaHyT pa3BOpayuBaTbcsa COOBITHS. Bo BceM BMXKY cilydail, HO HHKaK
HE paccyl04HOCTh. IMEHHO ciydail u Imyraet. Bapyr He Tak )KM3Hb TOBEPHETCS, KAK
pacCUMTHIBAIL.

[TaHnH ycnokamBarome MmoxJonal ee 1o pyke:

— BonkoB 60sTbcs, MnepaTpuiieit He 0bITh. KTO HE pUCKyeT, MaTylIKa, TOT B
HUIIIETE J1a HEU3BECTHOCTH Npo3sibaeT. Thl mo-aApyromy Ha aeno nocMoTpu. Kak pas



Cllydail ¥ BHyIIaeT HaM Hajexay. Kem Obl mMbl Bce ObuiM, ecnu Obl He Iletp Ha
IIPECTOJI B3OLIEN, Aa elle yaepxancsa?!

— Tak Benp no npaBy Hacnenosain! — Bo3pasuna Exarepuna.

— He cxaxu. Eciiu Bnymatscst, mpaBo Takoe u 'y MBana 6b110, 1a 1 Codbio He
CTOUT CO LIUTa cOpachiBaTh. MHaue MOIVIO MOBEPHYTHCSA, HO HE IIOBEPHYJIOCH.
CuactnuBas ciydyaiiHOCTb. W eciin Obl He yepena TakMxX )K€ CIIy4alHOCTEH, HUKoraa
opl EnmzaBera He crtama ummnepatpuniei. Pacronramu. Jla u tebs 0w, ExaTepuna
AJnexceeBHa, B JKE€Hbl HACJIEHUKY HE BbIOpaIM, €ciau Obl OmsITh HE citydaid. Tak 4ro
OnmarogapHa eMy Oylb, U LIEHW — IOTOM Bo3jactcs. Bcs Hamia xu3Hb — uepena
ciaydaiiHocTel W BosibHOCTEW bora. KoMy 3axodeT, OTMEpUT MOJHYIO Hally, a Yk
CTpaJaHusl W CYACThsI, MBI IIPO TO HE 3HAEM.

— Yyano 1BI paccyxnaems, Hukura MBanosnuy, — npomenrana Exarepuna.
— Ho xak MO>XHO MpaBUTH CTPAHOI, KOTOPYIO MPEACKA3aTh HE MOXKEIIh?

— A Kak MOXHO BJIAJIETh KCHIIWHOW, Ybs AYILIA, MBICIIM U ITOCTYNKHA CKPBITHI

ot Tebss? — mapupoBan [lanuH. — MoXHO 7 mpeacKa3zaTh, Kak MOBEAET ceOs
YyBCTBUTEJIbHAS, YMHAsl U CeOsII00MBas >KEHIIMHA? — ryObl rpada CKOJIB3HYIH K
3anpokuHyToil mee Exkatepunbl. — M-M, kakas cnankas! Ilpenckazats Henwss. Ho

MOYYyBCTBOBATh — MOXHO. Kak pa3 B 3TOM-TO HE3HAHUU BECh CMBICI U COKPBIT.
Hymaii, yrageiBaid, ommbarics. Y cTpaHbl Halllei, MaTyIIka, >keHckas ayma. OHa Kak
BETKa JIOr0 crubaercs TmMoJa MYKCKOM cujiol W rpy0OCThIO, HO BCeraa
BBITIPSAMIISICTCSI, OOJIBHO yaapsis 1Mo NPUYMHHOMY MecTty. Ee u KHyTOM Hamo, u
JIACKOM, U TIPSHUKOM CJIaJIKUM, 3aMOpcKkuM. Ee kak 6aby mro0uth Hamo. Ho 3Haens,
YTO camMoe JIFDOOMBITHOE: TOJBKO JKEHIIMHA U MOKET MOYYBCTBOBATh ayiry Poccum.
Myxuk Bcerja 0yJ1eT CTpEeMHUThCS CJIOMAaTh U MOJIaBUTh, TAKOBA Hallla CyTh. JKeHcKas
CyThb B MHOM — B CO3HJIaHWUHU, COXPAHEHWH W POXKICHUU HOBOrO. [loHMMaemb, k
yemy Bemy? Thl BOT cIipammBaia HaMeIHHU, B YeM CEKpeT mapcTBoBanus Enn3aBersl,
rocyJapblHU HaIeln? A cekpera HUKaKoro v HeT. ViMriepaTpuiia 9yBCTBYET, i€ HAJIO
OTCTYIIUTB, a TJI€, HAIPOTHUB, NIOpa LIAr BIepen caenatb. Ho mpu Bcex 10CTOMHCTBAX
EnuzaBetsl IleTpoBHBI OHa, Tpexkae Bcero, cliadas KEHIIMHA, a IOTOM YXKe
umneparpuia. Toxe cnabas. be3BonapHas, moToMy u onacHas. [ns te6s1, Exarepuna
AnekceeBHa, omacHas. IloToMy kak cuily TBOIWO 4dyBCTByeT. Her ceiuac npyrux
JIOCTOMHBIX MPETEHAECHTOB Ha MPECTOJI.

— IloroMy MeHs u mojiiepkuBaeIb? — aorajaanack ExaTtepuna.

— IloTomy u moaaepxuBar0, — HE cTal JiykaBuTh [lanun. — Bepro B Te04,
00110, U HAJICIOCh, YTO TI0CJIE HE 30y ICIIb.

— YecTHOCTH TBOIO HE 3a0y]ly, — OHA PE3KO OTCTPAHUIIACh, BO PTY MOSBUIICS
3HaKOMBIA BKycC o0mmbl. HyxHa eil 3Ta dectHocTh? Eli BHOJHE JOBOJILHO, YTOOBI
T00WI, HO, BUJIHO, TaM, TJI¢ 3aMelllaHa TOJUTHKA, O JIOOBU MPUXOIUTCS 3a0BITh.
[TouyBcTBOBaB mepeMeHbl B HacTpoeHuu, [lanuH mpmwkan ee k cebe, yOaroKuBas, u
noctenieHHO ExaTtepuna oTTasiia, mpumuia B ce0s, HO 0CaJ0K BCE K€ OCTaJICs:

— Xopomo T1ebs, Hukura, ciaymark, TOJNBKO... TOJBKO HE OBIBaTH MHE
UMIIEPATPULIEH.



— Ecnu tak u Bupenp mymaTh OyJenib, TO He ObIBaTh, — HEMPUBBIYHO KECTKO
ckazan [lanmn. — Tsl Begp Kak paccyxnaaems? Kak monokeHo Tebe paccykaaTh.
JleckaTp, rocynmapblHE HEAOJIO OCTaJIOCh, BOH Kakas OIyXIlas Ja JKelras B
[TeTepOypr yezxana. Hukak oT 00:KopcTBa 0TKa3aThCs HE B CUJIaX, a CEpALe yKe He
CIIpaBIIAETCS, €IlI€ 4YyThb-4yTh, IVISLAWIIL, U BCTaHeT cepaue-to. [locie ee cmeprtu
[lerpa ®enopoBrya Kak 3aKOHHOTO HAcJleIHHUKA OyyT BEeHYaTh Ha 1IapCTBO. Byb ThI
0e3ponoTHOM M cjaboi, Morjia Obl MIPU HEM YYPKOM OECCIOBECHON OCTaThCS WIIH
KOHYUTh CBOM JIHM B MOHACThipe moao0HO uapeBHe Codre wunu Eppokun
Jlomyxunou. Ho Tb1 mHas. IlycTe mo xkpoBu Thl Hepycckad. Ho mo myxy — Hamia.
Cawmoii cynnboii Tebe, Exarepuna AjnekceeBHa, HaMe4eHO I1apcTBOBaTh B Poccuu u
IIPEYMHOKUTh BEJINUME U CJIaBbI JIepkKaBbl Hamen. M rpex ymyckaTh Takyro yjaady.

— Ho kak ee He ymyctuth? — npoctoHana Exatepuna. — Yaauy aty! Kto
WHO3EMKY Ha 1TapCTBO N0MycTUT? [Ipn KUBOM-TO MyKe.

[lanvH cmenan Bu, 4TO HE 3aMeTHN mociemaHei ¢dpasbl. He Bpems eme 00
3TOM TOBOPHUTH, Tocie, nocie. [lokamect HaTOOHO MOKIATHCSI MEPBBIX BCXOJOB OT
MTOCESIHHBIX PaHEE€ COMHEHHIM:

— A k10 Anny MoanHoBHY gomyctui A0 napcrsoBanus? Kro Enuzasere Tpon
no0bu1? [lonuTuka — camasi ClioKHasi Urpa, UHTEPECHAsl U HempeacKkazyemas. Yuu
npaBuia, a, BbIydyuB, cpa3y 3a0ynb. Her 3/mech HUKakux mpaBui, fa U ObITh HE
moxeT. [lopa, maTyiika, o cBoeM OyaylieM no3aboTUThCs, UHAYE MO3HO OyAeT. Y
TeOs y’Ke ceiuac €CTh CTOPOHHHUKH, @ CO BPEMEHEM UX OYJET TOJIbKO OOJIbIIE.

— Taxk y UX ¥ MHOT0? — YCOMHUJIACh OHA.

— A 1B y IlpackoBbu, MOJApPYyru CBOEH BepHOU crpocu!l — Hemo0po
ycmexnyncs Ilannn. — Kak gacto myx ee, AkoB bproc, y cebs npyseit Beaukoun
KHSTWHU NTPUBEUYAET. XOYellh, IOMMEHHO HA30BY BCEX TBOMX CTOPOHHUKOB?

— He nano.

— A nouemy He Hano? — [laHWH BCTaN ¢ MOCTENU W, OOMIKEHHO COIIS, Hadas
oxesarbes. — Momunib. Momuu. S u tak oTBer 3Har0. [loromy 4To TBI, MaTymKa, 3a
MOEH CIIMHOM MHTPUIM TalHble Iuierems. Heymensle, Hago cka3arb, a MOTOMY M
onacHele. OHOTO HE MOIIMY, ToYeMy Thl MHE HE JIoBepuiiach. Jlymaemb. Kak y3Haro,
cpa3y Kk ummneparpuiie nodery? Nnu Benukoro kHs3s nopaayo? B nmocrens co MHOM
JIETJIa, TEJIO POCKOLIHOE MPEIIOKUIIA, a Tylly 3amepia Ha 3aMOYKH 30J04eHbIe. [la
TOJBKO KJIIOYMKU K HUM He nogapwia. CamMoMy ONpUXOOUTCA TOJOBY JIOMaTh, Kak K
Tebe noosmke nomooparkes. 3a uro, Kara? Beas mo6r0 T€6s1, ’KU3HL TOTOB OTIAATH!

— Korpa m100sT, He TpeOyrOT HMYEro B3aMEH, — YINPSMO MpOILIEnTana
Exkarepuna.
— A s tpedyro! — pazozmuics [lanun. — Iloromy uto puckyro! M moromy

YTO MPABO MMEK MPUHHMATh y4acTHUE B TBOEU *KW3HU. Thl BOT MBICIU O TPOHE
BbIHAIIMBAEITb. HO MBICIM 3TH HENPABUIIbHBIE: Thl O PETEHTCTBE 1yMaelllb, a TPE3UTh
Ha700HO O KOopoHe. B perenrmiax Hemonro Tebe xoauTh. MacmTab HE TOT, /A #
HACJICTHUK CJIMIIIKOM OBICTPO PacTET, a BIMSHUS Ha HETO Thl HUKOTAA He mmena. U
BIIpeZlb UMETh He Oynemnib. [loka xuBa Enm3aBera, oHa He mo3BonuT, moToM [lerp
denopoBHUY HE JACT. Y HErO Ha c80e20 ChIHA CBOM UHTEPECHI.



Exarepuna Monuana, cepaueM nouuMmas Bcro npasay Ilanuna. Cepauem, HO He
ymoM. He ymyctuna ona m aep3koro Hameka Ha npoucxoxzaenue Ilasma Ilerposnya.
B npyroit MmoMeHT ocepuana Obl, a ceiiyac mouTH npuHsaia ynpek. [Ipunsa, HO He
noHsuta. Ha urto obumencs, a, Hukxura MBanoBmu? Ha TO, 4TO CiykaBuia, He
pacKpbIBasi CBOMX MCTHMHHBIX 3aMbICJIOB? Tak cMeIHO ObLI0 Obl B MOCTENH CEKPEThI
BbIOQNTHIBaTh. Eil 1 HE 3HaTh, Kak MOXKHO MOIJIATUTHCSA 33 MUHYTHYIO CJIa0OCTb.
Hukomy Henb3st goBepsith! BoH Matyiika noBepuiack, pacciaadbuiach, U K 4eMy 3TO
npuseno? K tomy e Ilanun no-npexxnemy Bxox k Iletpy dengopoBuuy. C xeHoM
OJIHM MHTEpechl, ¢ MyxeMm Apyrue? Tak, uto nu, nonyyaerca? Mmneparpuna ero
oboxaet. Jlo Exarepunsl oxoaunu ciiyxu, yto korja-to [Tanun xoaun y EnvzaBeTsl
B (paBopuTax. Ta nro0uia ciiymarb nepesl CHOM y4eHble cka3ku. Te, KOTopble Tenepb
OH el pacckasbiBaeT. KTo 3HaeT, MOXKET, TOXe KIBUICSA IOCyAapblHE B BEPHOCTH U
mo6Bu 10 rpoba?! Ox, HempocTast 3Ta HayKa — JI000Bb MOTOJIaM C BJIACThIO.

[TaHuH y>ke 3acTeruBajl Kam3o.l.

«A Benpb yuaer, — 3ano3gano gorananack Exkatepuna. — Cocem yiner». U
Bce? U Bce. B okHa Ousicst XonmonHbI BeTep pasiayku. Pazym roBopuin — OTImycCTH,
YyBCTBa TBEPAUIN — OocTaHbCs. [loO6ennn n3BeuHbIN JKEHCKUNA CTpax:

— Kygna b1 cobpascs, Hukura MiBaHOBHY? — aCKOBO CIIPOCHIIA, IPUTSAHYB K
cebe. — Houb Ha nBope. ['po3a.

— Bo nBopue 3aHouyro, — OypKHYJ OH, YBOPAayHMBasCh OT TOLIEIyEeB. —
JIaBHEHBKO YTO-TO B CBOUX NOKOSiX He ObIBaj. OTBBIK CHaTh OJMH, HO HUYErO,
npuBbIKHY. JIydie oniHOMY, yeM Tak — 0e3 10Bepusi.

ExareprHa nenmisiacek 3a HEro, Kak MpUroBOpeHHasl:

— Eme munyrouky, Hukura, eme MuHyTouky. Thl jk€ 3Haellb, Kak s 00IOCh
TpO3bl: OOKECTBEHHOW, W 4YeoBeYecKor. M maxke He 3HAIO, Kakas W3 HUX BCEJSET
yxkac. OnHa Hazexaa Ha TeOs. — U BHOBb rpaja mouenyeB. ONBITHBIN TUIIOMAT,
[lanuH OBLT yXe TOTOB MPU3HATH KaNUTYJSALUIO, HO B KOE-TO BEKH B3BITPAJIo,
MIOTaHOE, MYXKCKOE: IYCTh €Ile MOIMPOCUT, MOIUIaYeT, MyCcTh MOOYAET B COCTOSIHUH
BHHBI. A TaMm OH eule NOAYMAET, NPOCTUTh WM HET. IIpOCTUT, KOHEUYHO, HO TOJIBKO
KaKk yOeIuTCsl, YTO MOJyYCHHBIM ypOK TOILIEN BIPOK. YXKe 3aBTpa OHa CTaHET
LIEIKOBOM, HAYHET C HUM JIEJINThCS, COBETOBAThCS. 11oCie OH ee BO3BEAET Ha TPOH.
OHa — KyKJIa moAaT/IMBas, OH TalHbIA rocyJapb. Bce JaBHO MpOJyMaHO U PELIEHO.
A cerogHs myckail normiader. JKeHCkue cie3bl XOTh M BPEOHbI UL KOXH, HO
310POBbsI BECbMa MOJIE3HbI. Paciienui KoJblo HEXHBIX PYK, XOJOAHO MOKJIOHUJIICS,
chenan mar no HampamieHuto kK asepu. Hy xe! Hy? Ilpocu! Ymonsit! Ilouemy
MOJTYUIIB?!

Ona cujena Ha pacKUIaHHOM MTOCTENH, C TPYJAOM CAEPKUBASI CJIE3bI ITONOJIAM C
00U IOM:

— UYto % ocraHoBwica? Mnu, kyna men. Tl BeAb OTBBIK OT CBOUX MOKOEB.
[Topa npusbikats. Unu! He nepxy.

Tyt yx wucnyranca Ilanun. [Jonras pa3mosiBKa HUKAaK HE BXOIWJIA B €r0
IUIaHBbI:



— Ja momytun s, — OpsKHYT IepBOe, 4TO Ha yM mpunuiock. — M Ha
1apeaBopiia ObIBaeT Mpopyxa.

Ekarepuna pa3zo3nunace:

— [lomryrun, 3nauur. S, aypa, cpady He moraganace, rae IIyTKa, rae npaB/a,
— roppKO mpomenrana ExarepuHa. — BuaHo, NEHCTBUTENBHO, HEYMHA, a Thl
CIIMIIKOM OBICTPO TOBOpMILIL. Y MeEHs cepaue OT OonM paspelBaeTcs, a OH,
OKa3bIBAE€TCs. MPOCTO MHOWyTUia. BoT kak Thl MoM ciie3bl U JItOOOBb LieHUIb. B
mryTKy. Hy, Tak nomien BoH, UIyT ropoxoBblii!

— Kars!

— Yo 3a pamunbspHOCTH, Tpad? — B rojgoce ExarepuHbl MOSBUIUCH 3JIbIE
HOTKM. — M3BonbpTe oOpamarbcsi KO MHE, Kak JOJDKHO: Balle HMIIEPaTOpCKOe
BBICOYECTBO!

— Bame wummnepaTopckoe BbeicouecTBO! — mokopHO mnoBropwi IlanuH 1

pyxHyJ Ha konenu. — IIpocru!

— He npomry!— Exkarepuna He coOupanach myckaTth rHeB Ha yobuib. — M3-3a
yero nomryTwi-to? M3-3a HegoBepuss Mmoero? A 1o, 4To s ¢ TOOOM MOCTENb IO,
BBIXOJTUT, YK€ Majio. To, 9TO pa3roBOPhI ¢ TOOOW KPaMOJIbHBIE BEYy, TOKE HUYETO HE
3HA4YMUT. THI-TO, CIYYHUCH UTO, €III€ BOPEIb UMIEPATPUIILI O IOHOCE 3HATH Oyellb, U
cOeXullb, TOJIbKO TeOs 1 Buaenu. A s? Kyna mue 0exarp? Pa3Be 4To K cMEpTH MO/
KpbuUIbIKO?! Tam MeHs 1aBHO KyT!

— IIpoctu!

— Yto x Bam, kobOemsiM, mano? M mocrenb myxoBasi, U OOBATHS >KapKue, U
MUJIOCTh Lapckas. Bee s Te6s, moOwiit. Tak HeT — mano! Ilogu Tynaa, He 3Halo,
KyJla, IPUHECH TO, HE 3HAIO, YTO. A TMOTOM €II€ B HOXKH KHUHBCS, MPOIICHUS
MONPOCH. 3a TO, YTO CIUIIKOM JIOJTO XOJIWJa, 32 TO, YTO HOTU JO KPOBHU CTEpia, 3a
TO, YTO IOJIFOOMIIA.

— IIpoctu!

— Tbl ke MHE MOTOM A3TO MPONIEHUE MPUIIOMHHUIIb, — IjIaya, MpoienTaia
Exarepuna. — 1 cam He npOoCTHILIb.

— IIpoctu!

[Ipoctuna, xkyaa xx neBatrbcsi! Ho ocamok B mymie octancs. Ilocne mepBoi
[[apanuvHbl KX BTOPYIO, a TaM U 0 TpeTbeu Hemaneko. Tak m mpousouwuto. Ilocie
MEepBOMl ccopbl mocieaoBana emie oaHa: [[aHMH UCKpEeHHE HE TMOHUMAJ, MOYEMY
EkaTreprHa AEpKUT €ro Ha pacCTOSHUM BO BCEM, YTO KacaeTrcsl MOJUTHYECKHUX
MHTpUT. Beslb B 3TOM HCKYCCTBE €MY HET paBHBIX.

Kak pa3 moTtomy-To U He noBepsiia. Tspkeno ¢ TeM, KTO He 00y4YeH, HO eIlle
TSDKEJIEE ¢ TEM, KTO HE OJIHY CO0aKy Chell B MHTEPECYIOIIEM JIeJie. CYIIPOTHB TaKOTO
YMHHKA Thl BCET/Ia TIIyNIIOM OyJielb, a 3HAUUT, TeOs Mpoiie 00BeCTH BOKPYT Mallbla.
Boiics cuibHBIX U c1a0bIX, HO elne OOJIBIIE OIacaiicsl 0Ka3aThbCs B YKCIIE CHJIIbHBIX,
Oynyun cmaObiM. DTy HexuTpylo uctuHy Ekatepuna yscHuIa ¢ MIaablX HOTTEH,
U3MEHATH il He coOupanack. Tak 4To He JoBepsa MoaHocThio [laHuHy, BXOXKeMy U
K [letpy @enopoBudy, 1 UMIIEpATPHULIE.



Bnpouewm, Obut0 emie yTO-TO, YTO MOJACIYAHO TPEeBOXMIO: moyemy [lanun
PUCKHYJI OTKPBITBCA €l B CBOMX YYBCTBax TOJIBKO 37€Ch, @ HE BO JBOpLE, Aa €IIe
HaKaHyHE OTbe3[a rocyaapbiHu. IloyeMy Tak HacTamBaeT Ha NPUATEIBCTBE C €€
npy3bsamu? Her, He 3aroBopuiykamu, HO €IMHOMBINUICHHUKaMH. W modemy mocie
IEepBOM K€ CCOpbl 4YYBCTBA MIHOBEHHO NOHUIM Ha yObulb? Jlacku cramu
PaBHOIYIIHBIMH, TOLEIYH XOJOJIHBIMM, a JII0OOOBb TOPOIUIMBOM M HECKJIAJHOM.
[Touemy? He cauiikom i1 MHOTO BOIIPOCOB JJIst OJTHOTO MY KYHHBI?

B riyOune nymm 3Hana oTBET cpa3y Ha Bce: JiykaBui IlanuH, koraa roBopui o
cBoell BepHocTu. Kak roHyasi, mpuHioxXuBaics, uad no cieny. Kro nobeaur, Tomy u
cinyxutb Oyner. Kak oH Tam rosopui: B Poccun HUKOIrZa M HUYEro HE 3HAEIlb
Hanepen. He 3nan IlanuH, kak cOOBITHSA CTaHYT pa3BUBAThCS, a 3HAYUT, IOCTOSTHHO
IPUKUABIBAT U pocunThiBal. Ee m000BbI0 MOIIe ceds Aepxall, CTapasch B MOCTEIH
yroautsk; lletpa ®@enopoBuya — ycayraMu jAa JECTbIO; UMIIEpPATPUILy — 93X, KaObl
3HaTh, YeM OH Enm3zaBeTy npuBopoxkuiI!

Ecnu mo6un Ob1 oH ExatepuHy mo-HacTosimieMy, TO He My4HJI TOJA03PEHUSIMU
U yIpEeKaMH, IPUHAB BCE, KaK €CTh. EMy M, OonbITHENIIEMY LApPENBOPILY, HE 3HATH,
KaK CWJIBHO OHA Ceiluac pUCKYeT. 3HaJl, U BCE PaBHO yIpEKal.

OnHaxx bl HE BBIAEPIKAIa U COPOCUIIa B J100:

— Yero oT MeHs-TO ThI X04elb, Hukura UBanoBuy?

— OTKpoBeHHOCTH. I 32 T€Os rOJIOBY FOTOB IOJIOKUTH, HO...

Ecnu Ob1 He ObUTO 3TOTO «HO»! M HE TOJMBKO Ha CIOBaX — B OTHOLLIEHUSX.
Ho... cka3aBim oHaX/1bl, y’K€ HE UCIIPABULIb. Y CIbIIIAB — HE 3a0y1€1Ib.

Takue pazrosops! ciydannch Bee damie. 1 Bce yame Exarepuna 3aymbiBanach
HAJ| TE€M, 4YTO K€ CIIyYHUTCS C €€ MY>KEM, €CIM BCE IOMAET IO €€ — KEHCKOMY —
IUIaHy, W CTaHb OHA pEreHTuieil mpu ManojieTHeMm cbiHe? B MonacTeipp Ilerpa
denopoBrya HE COLLIEHIb, Yal, HE I€BULA KpacHas, MOCTpUr He npumeT. Ho... 1Bym
MeABEAsIM B OAHON Oepiore He yxuThcs. IlycTh u Oeprora sta — OeckpailHss
poccuiickas ummnepus. KpamosbHbie u onacHble Mbicin Ekatepuna raana ot ceds, HO
OHHU TMOJ00HO HA30IIMBBIM MyxaM, Bo3Bpamaiuch. Cesa3b ¢ [lanunbiM pa3dyauna B
BEITMKOW KHSATWHE HE TOJHKO YBa)XEHHWE W JIIOOOBH K camoil ce0e, HO M CIyCTS
MecCsIpl HaHeca €le OJHY Cepbe3Hyro oOuay. M kak mokasano Bpems, JalleKO He
IOCJIEAHIO0 B Yepesie MOT00HbIX.

I'JIABA 7.

ITo Bo3Bpauienun B IleTtepOypr Hauanach uHas ku3Hb. Enn3aBeTra Bce pexe
MOSIBJISIACH TIPHU JIBOPE, MO3TOMY HEKOTOpPbIE O0S3aHHOCTH MOCTENEHHO MEPENLTu K
[letpy denopoBuuy. OnHako 4epTymike Oblia HEOOXOAMMA MOAAEPKKA, U KaK HH
CTpaHHO, 3Ty TMOAJEPKKY OH Hallel B JHIE CBOCH HETOOUMON CYIpYTH,
oOnanaBiieii B paBHOW CTENEHH U OCTPHIM YMOM, U HEOOXOJUMBIM YECTOIIOOHEM.
Bcekope EkarepuHe AOJOXKWIM, YTO <«MOJIOAOW JBOP» TMOJB3YEeTCA OONBILIOM
HOMYJISIPHOCTBIO CPEIN MHOCTPAHHBIX JUIIOMATOB. Te MOpod Jake HE 3HAIOT, B
KaKyl0 JBEpb INOCTYy4aTbCA: B MapaJHyl0, BEAYIIYI0O B HMIIEPATOPCKUN 3am s



VMMIIEPATOPCKUX AyAMEHIMN; UM )K€ B CKPOMHBIE ITOKOU KHSKECKOU 4eThl. Hepenko
JIeN1a BBIOOP B MOJIb3Y MOCEIHUX.

ExaTepuna BoCIpHHsIIa HOBOCTh 00 yCIeXe «MOJIO0T0 ABOPa», KaKk XOPOILIUi
3HaK Js cBoero Oynaymero. COMMKEeHrne ¢ My»XeM BHUAENOCHh HJI€aTbHBIM BBIXOJOM
U3 CO3JABIIETOCS IIOJIOKEHUSA: BMECTE OHM MOTJM IIPOTUBOCTOSTH JEHCTBUSM
UMITEpaTpUIBl (KOTOpBIE BCe OoJiee OKAa3hIBATUCH HEMPEACKa3yeMbIMH), HO TIPU ITOM
[0JIpa3yMeBaJIOCh, 4YTO KaXKJblii BEl CBOI COOCTBEHHYIO MOJUTUYECKYIO HUIPY.
Benukyro KHATMHIO OI0OHBIN packiiaj BIOJIHE yCTPanuBall.

YectHo rosops, y Exartepunsl Obul emie oauH, Oojiee BECKUH MOTHB!
npuoOperasi BIMSHUE IPU PYCCKOM JABOpE, OHA ABTOMATUYECKH CTAaHOBUIIACH
3HauuMoi ¢urypoii u B EBporne. KTo 3HaeT, MOKET, IOTOM 3TO ChITPAET CBOIO POJIb.

Bospocume amOunuu Exatepunsl Ilanuny npunuincs He mo Bkycy. Benp
TakKUM O0pa3oM, €ro MOKOpHas M HeyBepeHHas B ce0e mojapyra MOTJia MOJHOCTHIO
BBITH u3-oAg ero KoHTpois. Hemyapeno, uto, BepHyBmuch B I[letepOypr,
JIO00BHUKHM CTalld peke BHIEThCA. OAHAKO TMPUYMHA BBIHYKICHHOW pa3iIyKH
coCTOsIa OTHIOIb HE B TOM, 4TO EKarepunHa 3aresia CBOIO MIPY, a B IIOBEACHUU
camoro Hukutel MBaHOBHMYa, omacaBmierocs: CAenaTh JIOKHBIM IIar U TEM CaMbIM
noryouTh cBOO Kapbepy. J[aObl HE BBI3BATh MOJO3PEHUN OH HAMHOT'O yalle ObIBal y
BEJIMKOI'O KHS3s, HEXKEINM y €ro Cynpyrud. BMmecre OXOTHIuCh, BMECTE E3AWIHA B
YBECEIUTENbHBIEC 3aBEJICHUs, BMecTe ycTpanBain Kyrexu. [logpyra Exarepunsr —
IIpackoBbst bproc — HenmoymeBana:

— Kak nonMenunu ero, marymka. Jletom He ycraBana TeOe panoBaThCs:
HEXEH, ooxoauTteneH, ranaiteH. [Ipodynun B TeOe Hafex Ay Ha )KEHCKOE CHACTbE, U
cpa3dy crunyi. C 4ero BAPYT TaKue NepeMEHbI?

— Buapyr Huyero, Ilama, He ObIBaeT, BO BCEM HINU CKPBIThIE MBICIH U
JKEJIaeMble ITOCTYIIKM, — PACCTPOEHO OTBeTWIIa EkaTepuHa.

— Jla Kakue X MOCTYNKH? — BCIUIECHYJNAa NyXJbIMU pykamu bproc. —
N3meHy OH CynpOoTUB T€OS 3aMbICIIU, YTO JH. ..

— He 3nato. Cnumikom OBICTPO KM3HB MPOXOIUT, YTOOBI YrajaTh Haile
oynymee. ['pad [lanuH, kak HEyMeNbIii OXOTHHK — OJHUM BBICTPEJIOM BCEX 3aMIIEB
noyOnBaTh XO4eT.

— Taxk Beap 3aiilibl e11e NONpPhIraT, — HE YHUMaJach BepHas (peilyinHa. —
[TonernsroT, a MOTOM BO3BMYT, J1a U pa30eryrcs B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI. A 3a JABYMs
3aiiljlaMy TIOTOHUIIBCS, HU OJHOT'O HE IMOKMMAaeIlb.

— Kaxk 3Hats, Kak 3HaTh! — Ha aymie crano nmycrto u MyTopHO. — OJHOTO yXe
ymacToro noimain. OcTanocs Jullb JOOUTb.

3nana, yto roBopuia. [louyBcTBOBaB oxnaxaeHue a00oBHUKA, EkatepuHa He
Ha IIYTKY 3a0eCcrlOoKOouIach, cTaia eie 0o1ee HeXKHOM M JTACKOBOM MpHU TEX PEAKUX
CBUJAHMSIX, YTO Teneph A03BoJisi1 cede rpad [lanun. U Tem cambiM, coBepinia erie
0JIHy pokoByto ommOKy. Bunumo, Hukura BanoBuY, ObU1 U3 TOI MOPOABI MY>KUYHH,
KOTO TMPUBJIEKAIOT HEAOCTYMHBIE U XOJOAHBbIC >KCHIIUHBI, KOMX HaJO0OHO JIOJITO
3aBOEBbIBaTh. OyIb TO C TMOMOUIbIO yMa, OyIb TO TMOCPEICTBOM JHOOOBHBIX
yxumipenuii. Ckazanuch U BcTpeud ¢ Enn3zaBeToil: moj OpeasioroM BOCIHUTAHUS



HaclenHuKka (MJazneHIla, KoeMy W roja emie He HCIONHWIOCH!) Ta Bce wdarie
BbI3BIBaJIa €ro K cebe. O yem onu OecenoBanu, Exarepune Op110 HeBemomo. OqHAKO
C KaXJbIM JIHEM CTaHOBUJIOCH BCE TOPECTHEE M TPEBOJKHEE, CIOBHO BOT-BOT H
HACTYIIUT pa3BsizKa JIOOOBHOTO y3€JIKa, 3aBsA3aBIIETOCs B AYUIUCTHIX JIETHUX TPaBaXx.

[Ipomen eme wmecsaun, n ExarepuHa coBceMm mnepectana cnatk. [loxynena,
MOJypHEea, My4Yuiach TOIIHOTON U Kiisiyia ceOsl, pa3BpaTHUILY, Ha YeM CBeT cTouT. U
4YTO 3apaHee He MNoOeclnoKouaach, HU MpUHsIIA HYXHble Mepbl! JlokTOopa 3BaTh
nobosimack — JIOHECET, TallkoM Mpuriacuia Bce Ty ke 0aOky-TpaBHuily. Ta
ollynaia >KMBOT, MOILIENTajda CyXuMU ry0amMu, HO HE Jaja OTBeTa — HHU
oOHaziexkuBaroiero, Hu rudenbHoro. He tak, u He stak. [lepenyTbe B )KU3HMU.

— Jlyma y Tebst MmeueTcs, KHATuHIomKa. BoT 1 nmpupoja skeHckas cOoii nana.

— A Brpyr OproxaTta? —ere cablHo crpocuia Ekarepuna.

— UYepes mecsr sicHo Oyer.

[enbiit mecsity ctpaxa u HeonpeaenenHoctu! Broporo Ilana I[lerpoBuua, na
elle cenyac ei He IMPOCTHT.

— Tlomoub cmoxemnb? — chpocuia, OTBEIsS B30p, U camMa yKacHYJach
npectynHoi Meichu. [logymaTs ToabKO — 1o u3Bectu. JymeryocTBo!

— Crnoxuno Oynmer, — 0a0ka BHHMAaTEJIbLHO IIOCMOTpeNa Ha OJICIHYIO
Exatepuny. — JlaTh ObI TE€OE ceifuac TpaBOK 0COOBIX, a BAPYT He Oproxara? TpaBku
CUJIbHBIE, 3arOBOPEHHbIC, OHU TeOE BCE KEHCKOE HYTPO BBDKTYT, BAPYT MOTOM HE
poauiib. [Togoxan mecs, Tak criokoitHee OyAeT.

Cnokoitnee — komy? Eit? baOke-TpaBuuiie? Mnu [TaHnHy — BUHOBHUKY BCEX
ee Oen u ctpaganuii? Jla u dero »nath yepe3 mecsi? [IpaBa 6a0ka: TpaBku y Hee Ha
ATOT ClIy4ail mpunaceHsl ocoOble, xryune. He 3axouenib — 3aKpuyuIlb, KOTr1a Mo
BBIXOAUTH OyaeT. BcmoMHUB, Kak cTpamiHo Kpuyaia KHsbkHa Hapeimkuna, gpeinnna
€€ MMIIEPATOPCKOro BennuecTBa, Ekarepuna noexunnack. He 3axorema Hapsimkuna
burypy ypoaoBath, pelinia CKHHYTh paHbllie Cpoka. Tenepb MoroBapuBaroT, 4YTo 10
KOHIIa JHEeH OyaerT MyduThCs OT OONM W JKEHCKUX cTpafaHuil. bes nereit.
CyxoneTtoM ctana. CMOKOBHHUIIEH OECIIIIOHOM.

['ocnonu, uyto ke aenats? Kyna moiit, rope cBoe BbitutakaTh? OOUH y Hee
JIpYT CEPIEUIHbINA OCTANICS. XOTh U XOJIOAEH B MOCIEAHEE BpEMs CAENANICS. 34 HUM U
nociana. A CIycTsl emie nojdaca ropbko Iuakaiack nonymike. Her B IlerepOypre
rpada ITanuna, ono3nana.

Eme mapy aHeit Hazaa, OTTOBOPUBIIKMCH CEMEWHBIMU JeiaMu, [laHuH oTOBUT B
MockBy. Benukas KHATMHS BHOBb OCTQJIach OJHA. pAacTEpsHHAs, HEIOYMEBAOLIAS,
oOmwxenHas. Mcnyrannas. OOujga ycwimiach, korjga BepHas moapyra I[IpackoBbs
Bproc nonecna, uro B MockBy IlanuH moexan cBatratbcsi, U BCKOPOCTU MPHOYAET B
[letepOypr ¢ MonomoW >KeHOW, nabbl MPEACTaBUTh €€ HMIEpaTpulle, KOTopasd,
CTpaHHOE J1eJ10, OYeHb HacTanBaja Ha €ro OThe3/Ie U TeM Maue KEHUTHOE.

Heyxemu noraneiBaercs?

Exatepuna mporakana Bcro HOYb. OOuaHEH Bcero ObLJIO HE CBATOBCTBO (e
M, MY>KHUHOU JKE€HE, O TOM MEYaTUThCA?), a TO, UTO HE CKa3all, He MPEAyIPE I, He
yTeIWJ Hamocienok. M Beap Kak moArajgana TETyIIKA: ynajauia akKypaT B TOT



MOMEHT, Korjga Exarepumna Hambojiee OCTpO HYXKJanach B JIACKE W TOIICPIKKE
mobumoro. Heyxenn omanel wucnyrancs? Wmm mnepeMeTHyncs K APYroMy
«MEJIBEIF0», IOMAHUBIIIEMY CIIaJIKUM MIPSTHUKOM?! A Kak e CMeJIbie pedH, YBepEeHUS
B m00Bu u BepHocTu? [Ipupyumn. Ilpuromy6un. 3auem? 3a TeM, 4TOOBI OPOCHUTS:
4yTOOBI KaMHEM IOJIeTeNla M O KaMHH K€ yaapuiiack. BoT Tebe u mapanbl J1100BH,
Ka3aj10ch Obl, BO BCEM JOCTHUIJIAa UCKYCCTBa, HO HET: Mporajaia, omubIack B CBOEM
JIOBEPHH, 32 UTO U noriaTuiack. [lopa Obl npuBbIKHYTH. [lopa OBI...

Ho kak >xe He XO4YeTcsl IPUBBIKATH!

K Bedepy cTosib TpyIHOrO IHA B3sajia ce0s B pyKM U Jlaxe MpUHsIA
OpUrjanieHue Cympyra: y TOro B TOT MOMEHT Obul moJibckuil rpad CraHucias
Apryct IloHsSTOBCKMW —  TIOCIAaHHUK  aHIJIMHCKOro  jaBopa. IlogoOHble
HECOOTBETCTBUA JABHO y>KE€ HUKOrO HE yIUBISUIN. [Ipy 1BOpE TO U AE7I0 MOSABISIUCH
CaKCOHCKHE T'OCTH, MPEJICTABIABIIME UHTEPECH! MTanmnu, aHrinyane, HaXxOquBIIUECS
Ha CIyx)0e y (hpaHIly3CKOTO KOpOJs, IIBEMIbI, pa3aeisaBinne uHTepechl [lombimm, u
TIOJISIKH, TOTOBBIE CITY>KUThH JTIOOOMY, KTO CTAHET XOPOIIO TUIATUTb.

OpHako BBISICHWIOCH, 4TO rpad [TOHATOBCKMII BBUICTNIEH COBCEM U3 JPYTOTO
TECTa, HEXKEIM €ro COOTCUYECTBCHHUKU. B mepByro ouepenb HM JBUTAIHA
MOJIUTUYECKHE aMOMIIMM, M TOJIbKO BO BTOPYIO — JeHbI'M. BrpoueMm, ObiBanu
MOMEHTHI, Korja Ha faeicTBus [IoHATOBCKOro BIUsIIM cpa3y 00a CTpeMJieHUs, U BOT
TOT'/1a HE CTOWJIO BCTABaTh HA €ro MYTH.

[TosiBnenue [TOHATOBCKOTO MpHU MOJIOAOM JIBOPE BPS JU KTO-HUOYAh Ha3Bal
Obl cayuaitaeiM. U yx Tem Oonee He Exarepuna. Hezamonro g0 3Toro y Hee mpocui
ayIUeHIMN aHruickuil numioMat Yapne3 [enOwopu BusbsMc, XOJIOAHBIN |
paccyIMTeNIbHBIN YelnoBeuek, mpecienyronuii B Poccun cBou COOCTBEHHBIE IIEIIH.
Ekarepuna 3Hanma, 4to q0aroe Bpemsi BuibsMC nbITancs NOBIUATh HA UMIIEPATPULLY,
HE TIPOIyCKas HHU OJHOTO TpuemMa W 0aja, HO BCE YCHWIHS, YBBI, OKa3aJHCh
0e3pe3ynbTaTHBIMUA. HOBBIN JOTOBOP O JIPY’KECTBEHHBIX OTHOIIEHUSX MEKIY
Poccueit u Aurnmeii Tak v He ObuT 3aKioueH. Y Enu3aBeTsl HANUIHCH J1e1a TOBaKHEE
— MAacKapaja 1 OXoTa.

B ommumne or mmmeparpuilpl BEIWKas KHATWHS BHHUMATEIIBHO BBICITYIIAIA
MOCJIaHHUKA, C YAUBICHUEM OTMETHUB, YTO OH MBITAETCS 3a HEW yXaKMBaTb. B TOT
MoMeHT Exarepuny BeaMKO mo3a0aBuil MOJAOOHBIM MOAXO/ K €Ny, OJJHAKO OHA TYT
e Jlaja MOHATh MOCIaHHUKY: B UX OTHOILICHMSIX HE MOKET ObITh 1a’kKe U HaMeKa Ha
baupt. BunbsMc cnenan mpaBuiIbHBIE BBIBOJBI, KPAaCHMBO OTCTYMHIICS, MpPUCTAB
BMECTO ce0s JAPYrylo KaHIuAaTypy, CHOCOOHYIO YAOBJIETBOPUTH B3bICKATEIbHBIM
BKYC MOJIOJION aMOUIIMO3HOM KeHIIMHBL. VI BOT Tereps el MpeACcTOosIO 3HAKOMCTBO C
rpadom [lousaroBckum. aTn HE XOTEIOCH, HO TIPHUIILIOCH.

B mnocnennee Bpems Ilerpy demopoBuuy OCOOEHHO MHOTO MPUXOIUIOCH
OecenoBaTh ¢ MHOCTPAHHBIMU TOCTAMH. Enn3aBera moyTH HE BBIXOJWJIA U3 MMOKOEB,
YYBCTBYS C€0sl ¢ KaXIbIM JHEM XyXe U Xyxke. [lo 3THKeTy OTCyTCTBHE BEIMKOMN
KHSTUHA CYUTAIOCh OCKOPOJICHHEM, TIOTOMY U TPHUXOAWIOCh IAPCTBEHHOW 4YeETe
pa3bITphIBaTh MaJCHbKHE CEMEWHBIC CIEKTaKiINM — ce0e Ha MOTexy, roCTIM — Ha
yremenue. I Hao0opoT.



«A 49T0, — ¢ OecmrabantHoi 3m0cThio moaymana Exarepuna. — XoTh 1 MecsIl,
HO LIEJTMKOM OyJIeT MOIi».

Bonocel myaputh He crana. YIJIOXWIA TSKENIbIE KOCBI KOPOHOM Ha TOJIOBE,
nepeBUB OpWJUIMAaHTOBOM HUThIO. Hamema mydinee ruiatee, yHHM3ana MajibIlbl
KOJIbLIAMU.

— JIMo MHE JIBIOM C NETPYLIKOM IPOTPH, — OTPBIBUCTO IIPUKA3aia JIEBKE.
— I Ha BekHU 110 KyCOUKY ITOJIOXKHU.

be30Tka3HbIl peuent U B 3TOT pa3 He MOABEN. KPACHOTA OT CJIE3 MCHOBEHHO
yluia, JHMIO 3acusulo, Tjasa 370 3abiectend, ryObl Mpe3puTenbHO (HO WU
OCJICTIUTENIbHO) YJBIOHYJIMCh TOJILCKOMY TIOCIaHHHKY. EKareprHa OIIEHUBAFOIIE
pasriisbpiBaia CKJIOHMBILIErocs nepen Heil rpada. IlelmHble TycThie BOJIOCH 1[BETA
CHENION pPXKM, W3SAMIHBIA HOC, HACMENUIMBBIA M3rHO MOMHBIX TyO, YIPSMBIiA
noJ00OPOJIOK C O4YapoBATENbHOM SMOYKOW, NagHas mnomxkapas ¢urypa. Xopor,
co0aka, 4To M TOBOPUTH, HO M TOJbKO! bousbllie OHa Ha ATy yAOUKY HE MOIMajeTCs.
XOTs, KaK 3HaTh, Ha TAKyK0 yJ0UYKY OHA, IPU3HATHCS, CIIE HE MONAAAIAaCh.

Cynpyru ObUIM O4YapOBaHBl OOXOAMTEIBHOCTHIO, UYBCTBUTEIBHOCTHIO U
octpoymuemM  CranucinaBa IIoHSATOBCKOro, a Takke €ro BCECTOPOHHEU
00pa30BaHHOCTHIO. [[J1s1 Hayasia OH yMeJIo 3aBeJl pa3roBOpP HA OTBJICYEHHBIE TEMBI. A
IIOTOM, 3aMETHUB CKYKY KH#A3$l, CBEJl Oecely K LIEKOTJIMBBIM HCTOPUSIM U MOCIEAHUM
IPUABOPHBIM cCIUIeTHAM. Yeprymka oxuBuica. Ho Tyr 3ackydanma Exarepuna.
ITonsTtoBCcKMIT HE pactepsuica. M1 BIoXHOBeHHO cran nexinamuposaTh [llexcrnpa,
CIIOBHO HEB3HAYall INOrjaxusas noAparusaronue nanelbl Exarepunsl. Ilpasna,
Bckope llerpy denopoBudy Hamoenu COHETHI B OPUTMHANE, U OH, COCIABIIUCH, HA
HEOTJIOXKHBIE Jela YAQJIWICA, IPENOCTABUB JKEHE IPOAOJKATH YBIEKATEIBbHYIO
Oeceny ¢ aHTTUICKUM MOciIaHHUKOM. [IoHSATOBCKUI mepecen K Heil moOrke, MOTOM
€l1e, W BEJMKasd KHATWHS HEOKHMJIAHHO OKas3ajaach NPHWXKATOU K KpPAK KYLIETKH:
CIpaBa BUTOM MOJJIOKOTHUK, ciieBa ropsuee 6eapo rpada. [IpotuB Bonu oHa BApPYT
MOYYBCTBOBaJIa CHJIbHOE BO30yxkAeHue. Kak Tam roBopsaT y pycckux? Kinua knmuHoM
BbIIKNOat0T? UTO X, TAKMM KJIMHOM OHa HE MPOYb BOCIOJB30BaThCsA. Besako yxe He
OyaeT xyxe.

ExarepuHa He Morja He 3HaTh, 4YTO IPHU PYycCKOM aBope IIoHATOBCKMU yxe
CHUCKAQJI CJIaBy M3BECTHOIO JIOBEJIACA: HU OJIHA JaMa HE MOIJa YCTOSTh IIepel ero
CTPacTHBIM HaTHCKOM. B OynyiieM y Hero ObUIM BCE IIAHCHI 3aHATh MOJIBCKUM TPOH,
4YTO 3HAYUTEIBHO NOBBILIAIO IMOOEIHBIE CTaBKM B J100OBH. Brpouem, cama oHa
HUCKOJIBKO HE OCYXJajla BETPEHOCTh rpada: 1o KpaiHell Mepe, JIETKOCTh, C KaKou
TOT BCTYIaJ B JIFOOOBHBIE OTHOILIEHUS, OblJJa HAMHOI'O YECTHEE, YEM JKHUBbIE KIISITBBI
B BEYHOU JTIIOOBH U BEPHOCTH.

— 51 Obw1 OBI cHACTIUB, eciii OBl Ballle BHICOUYECTBO OKA3aJIld YECTh U YCTPOMIIU
HEOOJBIIYI0 MPOTYJIKY MO JABOPIY. MHE TOBOPHJIM, YTO 3/€Ch €CTb HEMajo
YKPOMHBIX YI'OJIKOB, 1€ JaXX€ CAMbIE M3BECTHBIC IIPEIECTU OTKPBIBAIOTCS C HOBOU
CTOPOHBI.

Exarepuna paccmesinach, yCIbIIIaB CTOJIb HENPUKPBITBIA HaMek. [Ipenectw,
3HAUWT, 3auHTepecoBasd. Ail-na [lorsToBckuid, aif-ma monsckuii rpadg! He moromy



JM MYKEHEK M TO3Baj €€ CroAa, 4yTOObl MOTOM WMETh TJIABHBIA KO3BIPh IMPOTHB
HETIOO0MMO# skeHbl. OTHO AEJI0 — MHTPUTA C MOCIYIIHBIM MPUIBOPHBIM, U COBCEM
IpYyroe — € MOCJIAaHHUKOM MHOW CTPaHbl, UMEIOIIMM K TOMY K€ BCE IIAHCHI 3aHATH
npecroi. 1lonbckoe KOpOoJIeBCTBO B CpaBHEHMM ¢ Poccuelt HUYTOXKHO Malo, HO 3TO
BCE-TaKM KOPOJEBCTBO. A 3HAYUT, M3MEHA ILIAPCTBEHHOW CYNPYTH MOXKET ObITh
IpUpaBHEHa K TrOCYNapCTBEHHOM. UTO K, OHAa roTOBa PHUCKHYTh M IIyCTUTHCS B
nofoOHyt0 aBaHTOpy. [louemy Ob1 u Her? Ee cepanie 0onuT, ayiia KpoOBOTOUMT, a
Teno... Teno yxe cocKyuusoch Mo MyXckum jackam. Kak Obl Hu ctapaics Hukura
[TanuH, ero et Bceraa Obu10 Maiio. Tem Gosiee, MHTEPECHO MPOBEPUTH, TAK JIK XOPOII
noJibckui rpad B 1I0O0OBHOM Jielie, Kak O HEM TOBOPSIT.

Ona OBICTPO KHBHYJA, TNpUKa3zaB (peianHaM BEpPHYTbHCI B €€ IOKOM U
TEPHENUBO JOXKUAAThCS BO3BpalleHus Exarepunbl. Cama jxe momuia BIepen, He
o0opaumnBasch U He OrysAbIBasch. Kyaa nenercs ot sxenaHus?!

Exatepuna mnpekpacHO 3Hajma JBOpell: Oyayuyd HEBECTOM HaclleHHKA,
IMIECTHAAIATHIICTHEH JEBOYKOW, YKpaakoW oOja3ajga ero MOTAalHBbIC JICCTHHUIIB H
KOMHATBHI, TJI€ HE pa3 CTAHOBUJIACh HEUASHHOM CBUJIETEIbHUIIEH JTIOOOBHBIX yTEX, KaK
OpUIBOPHOM 3HATH, Tak U 4epHU. lloromy BbIOpana camblil JanbHHI, HO OYEHb
POMaHTHYECKUN YTOJIOK.

CTpeMHUTENBHO MOJHSJIACH MO BUTOM JIECEHKE, BEAYLIEH HAa CaMblil BEPX,
OTKyZJa OTKpBIBAJICS TOTpsicaromvi Bua Ha Hemy. ['nmyro, KOHEYHO, HO €U Bcerja
HpaBUJach BbICOTA, 0COOEHHO, KOT/a JIeNI0 KacaaoCh aMypPHBIX MPUKIIOYEHUH.

Jlo 4depiaka OCTaBajJOCh BCETO HECKOJIBKO CTYNEHEK, KOIZa YBEPEHHBIC
MY>KCKHE PYKHU CXBATWJIN EKaTeprHy 3a TOHKHE U3SIIHbIEC IIUKOJIOTKU. OHa 3aMepia,
3arajJiaB, 4To rpad c Hel clenaeT nanplie.

— He Ttak GwicTpo, Baiie BoicouecTBO. Kyaa Ham ToponuThbest?

U Benp He nepuemibes. [lepun y nectauibl HeT. HemoBkoe nBmkeHue, n 0da
KyOapeM mokatsaTcss BHM3. Ho mMeHHO 3To M B030yxmano. OmacHOCTh W Takas
HEBBIHOCHMAs JIETKOCTh ObIThA. [louyBcTBOBaB ee HacTpoeHHe, rpad MOIHSJICS Ha
OJIHy CTyINeHbKy. Bcero nmumb oaHy, HO W 3TOTO OBLIO BIOJIHE AOCTaTOYHO. OH
OCTOPOKHO TIOBEPHYJI €€ K cebe, MPUCIOHUB K CTYNEHSIM MOBepX cedst. XoTs caMoii
ExarepuHe Ka3ajnoch, YTO OHA MAPUT B BO3AYXE, €IlI€ HEMHOIO U yNaJEeT, BIEKOMas B
0e3aHy oOskwuraromein crpactu. Ilanbipl CTaHucnaBa NPUBBIYHO, HO C MHTEPECOM,
CKOJIb3HYJIH MO/ IBIIIHBIE F0OKK U JOOPAIUCH 10 YKPOMHOT'O MECTEUKaA.

— Benukonenno! — xpuruio npomenTan [loHSITOBCKUHA.

DTO NEeWCTBUTENBHO ObLIO BEJIMKOJIEIHO — OaJlaHCHUpPOBATh HA CaMOM Kparo,
UCIIBITBIBAasl HE3HAKOMbIE Jocene ourymeHuss. CTaHHWCIIaB HE MPOCTO Kacajcs ee
NOTACHHBIX HEXHBIX JIEMECTKOB. TMOJOOHO 3MEIO-MCKYCUTENI0 OH MEMJIEHHO
MIPOHUKAT B HEE IOPKUM SI3BIKOM, PACKPhIBasi MOTACHHBIE TIIYOWHBI M HACIAXKIAsICh
KQKIIM JTFOOOBHBIM BCKPUKOM.

— O! D10 cTaHOBHUTCS ONACHO.

OguuM pBIBKOM OH HOpuUNojHs1 ExarepuHy, MHHOBaB Cpa3y HECKOJIBKO
CTYIIEHEK, U OepeXHO YJOXWJ Ha MOKpBIH TOJ uepaaka. Ha meimaromiee muio
BOPOXOM JIETJIA FOOKH, UyTh 3arIYIITUB PBYIIUACS CIAKUIA CTOH. ..



Kaxercs, B okHa OWMJICS XOJOIHBIM OCEHHHUM AOXKIh. Kaxkercs, eme yrpom oHa
Kazanach cebe HecyacTHoOW... Kaxercsa... OpHa BcTpeda, M KU3Hb CHOBa
nepemenunack. K myumemy? Xyamemy? Takumu Bompocamu Ekatepuna He
3ajaBajach. Bcero-to U Hy)XHO, MOYYBCTBOBATh ce0sl )KETaHHOU, YTOJIUThH OCHICHYIO
CTpacTh U TEM CaMbIM Haka3aThb oOuauuka. BoT Tebe, — MBICIEHHO TBEpAWIA OHA,
korga CTaHWCIIaB C BOCTOPIOM 3aBOEBATENsl BTOPICs B €€ MOAATIIMBOE Teno. Bor
tebe! — Teno OnmaroiapHO OTKIMKAIOCh, OJAUYUHSSCH CHIIBHBIM yaapaMm. Bot teGe!
— OHA BBITHYJIACh, MPHUXKaAB JIIOOOBHUKA K ce0€ U BIUBILIUCH MaJblAMU B KECTKYIO
cnuHy. M MrHoBeHHO OOMSIKJIa, YYyBCTBYS, KakK >KMBUTEJIbHBIA COK €€ CTpacTH
CMEIINBAETCA C Er0 MYCKYCHOM BJIarom.

CraHucnaB ompaBuUJl Ha HeW onaexay, OepexHo CcAya cOo MOTHoro Jba
BBEIOMBIIIMECS TIPSU BOJIOC W JIET PsiIoM Ha Tosi. HaBepHOE, CTO CTOpPOHBI OHU 00a
MPEACTABISUIA 3a0aBHYI0 KApTHHY.: HOTH OOJNTAlOTCS HA JICCTHHUIE, & TOJIOBBI
3aMpPOKUHYTHI BBEpX. M3 paz0oMTOro CTekia MpsMO HAa HUX MaJalid KPYITHBIE Karuld
JTOXKISL.

— T'mbenbHbIll TOpOA, — ckazan, HakoHen, CranuciaB. — U xak Iletp
J0TyMaJicsi HOCTPOUTH ero Ha OonoTax!

— He Tonbko Ha Oonotax, — EkarepuHa joBWIa NEpecOXIIUMH TyOamu
XoJionHble NoxAMHKKM. — Ho u emle u Ha Koctax. baOka-TpaBHuUIIA pacckasbiBaa,
YTO NepBas skeHa 1aps npokJsiia [lerepOypr u Bcex, KTo B HeM kuBeT. «lletepOypry
ObITh TycTy!». C Tex mop 371ech JIOAM U MalOTCs, He Haxos cede mecta. Ho 3Haemsp,
4YTO CaMO€ MHTEPECHOE?

— UYro? — OH mnomenoBajd e€e B MOYKY yXa, MIPUBO 3aleNuB 3y0amu
OpUJUITMAHTOBYIO CEPEXKKY.

— IlonaB ogHaX bl B €r0 JOK/JUBBIE CETH, Thl YK€ HUKOI/Ia HE CMOXKEIIb U3
HUX BBIOpaThCs. J[ake ecim yenents — BCe PaBHO BEPHEIIBCS.

— A ecnu HeT?

— Torga crunens ot Tocku. Y IlerepOypra ctpanHnas, 6oibpHast nyma. Takas
ke, KaK U y BCEX KUBYIIUX 3/1€Ch.

— Kak y 1e6s1? — tHx0 crpocui oH, puBJeKas ee K cede.

— Kak y MeHs1, — npuiibHyJia OHa K HEMY B JOJITOM M TOPBKOM TIOLIENYE.

— Teneps s HUKYa TeOs He oTmyIly, — noobemnian Cranucinas.— Hukoraa!

Exarepuna ynpiOHynach:

— CTouT 11 1aBaTh TaKWe KIIATBbI, KOT/1a BIIEPEIH 1IeNast )KU3Hb ?

CmemHo, HO [TOHATOBCKHI MPOBOAMI BEJIMKYH) KHATHHIO /10 CAMBIX NOKOEB.
["anmaHTHBIN KaBajiep, HUYEro HE CKaxellb. [lomekoTan TOHKUM, HO KOJIKOUYUMH
ycaMH JIaJI0Hb, TOIEI0BAB KaX /bl Malb4HK.

— Jlo BcTpeun, mos koponeBa! Cto0oit 3abpiBaemib, uTo B Poccum ecth
Cubups.

OnHa cHOBa paccMmesyiach. Y IMBUTEIbHBIN YenoBek! BriBamsia B rpsizu 1a NbUIH,
B35U1, KaK JBOPOBYIO JIEBKY, a OHA TOJBKO U pajia 3a0bITh PO MPEKHUE TOPECTH.



BepHyBmmce B MOKOH, MPUKa3aita OCTaTbCs TOIBKO bproc. To TOJIBKO CTOMIIO
B3IJISIHYTh Ha JIOBOJBHOE JIMIIO CBOEH TOKPOBUTENIBHHUIBI, YTOOBI CHETaTh
IPAaBUJIbHBIE BHIBOBI:

— Tak nmu on xopom? — xafgHO crpocuia (peisinHa, O YbUX JTHOOOBHBIX
IOJIBUTaX IIPHU PyCCKOM JIBOPE CKJIa/IbIBAJIN JIETE€H/IbI.

— A TbI Oy1TO M He TIpoboBana? —mojakosoa ee EkaTtepuna.

— HXx cuATensCcTBO HE pa3MEHMBAKOTCS, — morpyctHena I[IpackoBbs. —
Tosbko Ha cioBax ¢ K000 ropasbl, a Ha JIEJe€. ..
— Tem nennee momapok, — ynblOHynack Ekarepuna. — Ilpocto ¢ Hum,

[Tamenbka. — U Beceno. C1oBHO Tpy3 OrpOMHBIN ¢ cebst copocuia.

A HayTpo ee xjana eie ogHa pagocTs. Emie mecsi He npoiies, a Ha00HOCTh
B TpaBKax oTnana. Aii-na, CtaHucnas, ail-na noasCKuil rpad mocrapaics Ha ClaBy.

CocnaBumucy Ha HEAOMOTaHHWE, pellnia MPOBECTH JACHb Y ce0s 3a UYTEHUEM
kHur. OHaKO He MPOILIO U Yaca, kak bproc nprHecna HeOONbIION OYKETHUK I[BETOB,
KOH(eThl 1 3a0aBHBIA MaJIpHUraj, HAlMCAHHBIN B YECTh BEJIMKON KHATHHH. Yepes yac
npe3eHT nosropwiics. M tak 1o Beuepa.

— Pazopurecs, eii-6ory, pazopurcs, — cMesiiach Exarepuna, HO Magpuraibl ¢
yIIOBOJIbCTBUEM YHWTaJla, LBEThl CTaBWJIAa B BOJYy, a KOH(ETHl yIUIeTala OAHY 3a
JIPYTOH.

Bnonne nonsaTHO, uTo Korga ExarepuHa noyyBcTBOBaja ceOs Jydlle, OHa Aana
3HaTh IIOJILCKOMY KpacaBIly O TOM, YTO F'OTOBA C HUM BCTpeTuthes. [Incemo nocnanu
paHHUM yTpoM. O KOH(QUAEHUMAIBHOCTU BCTPEYM 3apaHee 1103a00TUiIach BepHas
bproc: wensinp yaanuiau moj OJIarOBHJIHBIM MPEJIOrOM, OUYEPEIHYH) HACTaBHUILY
OTBJICKJIM BUHOM J1a Pa3rOBOPaMHU.

Exatepuna nexana Ha KylieTke, oOJauyeHHas B JIOPOTOi MapyoOBbIN Xanar u
nuia kode.

[IoHATOBCKHI HE BOILIEN — BJIETEI.

— XKecroxkas! A s Tak xnai, HaAesICS U BEPUIL.

Exarepuna mopslBaJlach 4TO-TO CKas3aTh IIOJ TpagoM nonenyeB. Ho morom
OCTABMJIA YKAJIKUE MOIBITKHU JJIsI CIIOB M CONPOTUBIICHHS.

— Kakas xapxas! — npomentan [TonsitoBckuii. — 3akpoii riasa.

OHa ITOKOPHO 3aKpbuIa I71a3a, MOYYBCTBOBAB, KaK IIOSAC OT XalaTa CKOJIb3HYII
IJIaJIKOM ITapYOBOM 3MEEU Ha I10J1, OTKPBIBask COBEPILEHHOE TEO.

— Tebe roBopuiy, Kakas Thl Kpacupas? TBOM BOJOCHI ITOJOOHBI LIENKY, TBOE
BEJIMKOJICITHOE TEJIO OCJIEHUTENIbHEN CHEra, TBOM OpOBU MOXO0KU Ha CTPEJbl JIFOOBH,
TaKU€ OHU JUIMHHBIE U KPACUBBIEC, POT 30BET K IOLEIYSIM, a4 PyKH... PyKH CO3/IaHBI,
9TOOBI OOHUMATh MEHS.

Exatepuna B3porayia, Korjaa Kycouek JbJa KOCHYJCS €€ T'y0 M CKOJb3HYI
HIDKE, MUHYS TIOJ0OPOJI0K, MUMOXO/IOM JIacKasl MU3SAUIHYI0 JUHUIO 1ien. OOBesn BMUT
HaIpATIIMECS COCKU U MEJJIEHHO CIIOJI3 HUXKE, Tas HAa TOPSAYEM KUBOTE.

— Eme! — xpumio nonpocuiia Exarepuna.

— CKOJBKO YyTOAHO, MOSI KOPOJIEBA, U KaK Te0e YroJIHO.



JlackoBbIe PYKH B yMeJble TyObl TPOOYKAAIN CTPACTh €Ile HEUCKYIICHHOTO,
HO JaBHO >Kaxayinero Tena. OHa M3BUBAIACh OT HACIAXK/ICHHSI, CTOHAJIA OT CYACThS
crnaakoi 601M 1 TpeboBasia HOBBIX JI0KA3aTeIbCTB JII0OBU. Tak mpoAoImKanoch 10 TeX
nop, moka CTaHHCITIaB HE yImall PSAOM C Hel, 00€CCUIICHHBIN U IOBOJIHHBIN.

B oxHO 3arnspiBaia mojgHas JyHa.

3aceimas, Exatepuna mepBblli pa3 3a MHOTHE TOJbl MOYYBCTBOBasa cebs
c4acTIMBOi. UTo OBl HU CIY4YMIIOCH, TETIEPh OHA OyAeT OOPOTHCS 3a CBOIO JIFOOOBD.

I'JIABA 8.

Exarepuna caep:xana cBoe ciioBo. C IIoHATOBCKMM BCTpedasiach, KOT1a XOTena
U TJ€ XOTeNa, UTHOPUPYS NPENOCTEPEKEHNS HAPEABOPLEB U HENIPUKPBITHIE YTIPO3bI
umnepatpuilbl. Paau Hero ona Oblia roToBa MOYTH HA BCE.

['pad Ob11 HEyTOMHM Ha JI0OOOBHBIE BBIAYMKH. OIHAXIbI OHU YMYIPHIUCH
IIpeaaTbCsd CTPACTH B TPOHHOM 3aji€, IOJy4as AOINOJHUTENIBHOE YIOBOJIBCTBUE OT
0Cc0o00¥ MUKAHTHOCTH HEOOBIYHON CUTyaluu. B Apyroit AeHb MATKUM JIOKEM CTalu
caHM, B KOTOpBIX Iapa yexajna KaTatbcsa Mo cHexHomy llerepOypry. B tperuit —
[TonaroBckuii BwIOpan cyrpo6. Hecmorpss Ha xosion, ExarepuHe NOHpaBUINCH
o0>kuraroime rnoueayu Ha mopose. Jlaxke Ha JHOJSX UX PYKH MEPEIUIeTaIuCh, a IyObl
TaK MU HOPOBWIM CIUThCA BoeauHo. OOoux 3axiyiecTHynu OecinabamiHas yjaaidb U
oeccrpamue. B3anMHas 11000Bb 1apuiia TaKOe CYaCTbe, YTO B CPABHEHHUH C HUM BCE
IpoYee Ka3aJloCh MEJIKMM U HEBAXHBIM. J[a)ke U3rHaHUE, 1a)Ke CMEPTh.

Bo3moskHO, npou3oiian 3Ta BcTpeda XOoTs Obl paHblIe Ha MOJT0Ja, €€ UCXO
ObL1 Obl M3HAYAIBHO TpeapenieH. Ho mpuiim uHble BpeMeHa: uMIiepaTpuiia ciieria
MOCJIe BTOPOTO yjAapa, W HNPUIBOPHBIM MEIHWK, CMEHUBIIMK JIeCTOKa, BBITIISACH
BCcephe3 00ecnokoeHHbIM. [leTp 3akpbIBan TIy1a3a Ha UHTPUTH >KEHBI, 3aHATHIN
coOcTBeHHBIMH poMaHaMu. A becTyxes...

Kaniyep, nmpocuutaB Bce «Pro et contra»HeoKWIaHHO chenan CTaBKy Ha
BEJIMKYIO KHATHHIO. JoOmBIMCh ¢ Hel BcTpeun (EkarepuHa HEe cMoriia caepKaTh
TFOOOTBITCTBA), CTAPUK JOBOJHHO MCKPEHHE MOKASIICS B MPOILIBIX 3a0JIyKICHHSX,
MPEIOKUB €CITU HE APYkOy, TO XOTs Obl yuactue u qoepue. M mocrapancs Tyt xe
JI0Ka3aTh CBOE PACIIOJI0KEHUE.

B 3nak HOBBIX OTHOWIeHMH OT ExarepuHbl yOpanau MINMUOHOB, MPEIOCTABUB
MOJIHYIO CBOOOAY IEUCTBUM U NepeABMKeHUs. BTOpBIM 11arom Ha myTH IPUMHUPEHUS
CTajla BO3MOXKHOCTb JierajJbHOW mnepenucku ¢ MoranHon-EnuszaBeTon, npuuem
becTyeB 3aBepuJ1, YTO OTHBIHE MUCbMA BEJIUKOW KHSATWHU U €€ JTOPOTrOM MaTyIIK!
IPOYHUTHIBATHCS HE OyIyT.

Exarepuna HemoymeBasia, Kakas Myxa yKycuia crapuka. llouemy ona, a He
[Metp? Taitny npuoTKpsL1 [IOHATOBCKUIA:

— Tr1 Oynemns yauBieHa, 1oporas, Ho UMeHHO becTy)xeB HacTamBaia Ha TOM,
YTOOBI SI TOMOT CKPacHTh TBOE€ OJMHOUYECTBO. Tuile, THIE, Y T€Os OUEHb TsKenas
pyKa, MO KOpOJIeBa. YK€ IPOBEPUI — CHHSIKHM HAAoJro ocratorcs. K tomy xe, s
BEIb HE CKa3aJl, 4YTO IIOCIEAOBa] COBETYy KaHiyiepa. MHOM PyKOBOIWIM JULIb



BCIIBIXHYBILIAsA CTPACTh U JKellaHue ObITh K Te0e Kak MOKHO Onmxe. OIHaKO KaHIIep
3aBepuJ1, YTO B Cllydae Haiieil 00Bu OyayT CO3/AaHbI UACATBHBIC YCIOBUS, Ja0bl MBI
MOTJIM BCTPEYAThCs 0€3 MOMEX U JIFOOOIBITHBIX TJIa3.

— Ho uro emy nyxxH0? — Ekarepuna Hamopiuia jgo0.

— $1 Mory TOJNBKO JOTajbIBaThCsi, — OE3MATEKHO MOTsAHYJCA rpad. — Emy
HY’KHa Thl. A BOT 00 OCTaJIbHOM MOBEAAET CeH JIIOOOMBITHBIA JTOKYMEHT, KOTOPBIi
KaHIYIEpP MMPOCUJI MEH MEPENaTh BalleMy BbICOUYECTBY. 3 pyk B pyKH.

Exarepuna He oOpartuiia BHUMaHUSI HA IIYTOBCKOM MOKJIOH, C KOTOPHIM Tpad
BpY4YHJI €1 Oymaru.

— OH couen ¢ yma, — coo0IIWIa OHA, JOYUTAB MOCIEIHIO CTPaHUILy. —
[Tokaxkut 1 TOT MPOEKT UMITEpATPULIE, Kapbepa KaHIJIEPA 3aKOHYUTCS TYT KE.

— Uro-To MHE TNOJCKa3bIBaeT, YTO TOCYJapblHI HE Y3HaeT 00 3ToM
nokymente. [lo kpaiinelr mepe, or Tebs. Hamo ObITh TONHON mypoid, YTOOBI
0TKa3aThCs OT MOJOOHOTO IIIaHCa.

— IlonaGpancst cnoBeuek, CIIOBHO BEPHYJICS U3 KaOMHETa ee UMIEPATOPCKOro
BeinuecTBa, — mnpoOypuana Exarepuna, pasMpinuiss Haa cutTyauueid. — Craercs
MHE, YTO Tbl B KypC€ JaHHOTO JOKYMEHTA. ..

— Paszymeercs, g ero npountai. JI0JKEH K€ 3HaTh, KAKME BECTU Sl IPUHOILLY
Moel koposieBe, — [loHATOBCKUI MOMBITAICAd U300pa3uTh cMmylieHue. — JlypHbie
unu xopomwue. [loMHUIIB, KaKk B CBATOM IHCAHUM CKa3aHO: «boHTech NaHAMIIEB,
Japbl TPUHOCAIINUX». I — TOT JaHaerl.

— Ilepectanb, — obOopBana ero Exarepumna. — He cTtouT rpumacHUYarth.
Jlydie ckaxu, 4To JeaTh.

— BrnepBble ciblily, Kak Thl NPOCHIIL COBETa, — Ipad MIHOBEHHO CTaj
cepbe3HbIM. — [lonbiieH. IlepBeiM AeoM TeOe HYKHO BCTPETUTHCS C KaHLJIEPOM.
becTyxeB HUKOrla U HAYErOo HE JNENAET NMPOCTO TaK, Thl — €ro IMOCIECIHUN IIaHC
yaepxkarbcs y Biactu. MMneparpuna — mnpouwioe, a Ha Iletpa HU OIMH yMHBIN
YEJIOBEK HE CTAaHeT Jenarh craBKy. Ocraemibes Thl. B mepByro ouepenb JaHHBIM
IIPOEKT yCTaHaBAMBAeT npecrosonaciuenue. [locie cmeptu Ennzasersr nmneparopom
Oyzaer mpoBosriaimeH [leTp, HO TOIbKO BMecTe C TOOOHM, KaKk 3aKOHHOW CYTNpYToi,
oOJafaroiei TeMu ke nmpaBaMu. Thl IOHUMAEILb, YTO 3TO 3HAUYUT?

— IloHnmaro, — tuxo ckaszana ExarepuHa. — MBI ¢ 4epTYLIKOM CTAHOBUMCS
OecrnpaBHBIMU UTpyHIKaMH B pykax bectyxkeBa. Ham oH ocTaBumi jullb mapagHbie
byHKIUH, cede — BCIO MOJHOTY BiacTu. Tak?

— Taxk-To 310 Tak. Ho TOJIBKO 3TOT JOKYMEHT MO3BOJUT T€OE CTaTh 3aKOHHOMN
uMIiepatpuiieii. B pasroBope OH ymomsiHyJ, 4YTO MpHU OJaronmpusiTHOM packiaje
xoTen Obl 0TAaTh TeOe reporcTBo I oNmTHHCKOE.

— XOopommi OTKyT, — He ITOAAAJIach Ha NpOBOKanuio Exarepuna.

— Xopoumi, — kuBHyn IlonstoBckuii. — Ilomymai emie BOT O uem:
bectyxeB He BeueH... la u Iletp, ecnu Baymarbes, 00nagaeT ciaObiM 30POBBEM.
Heposgen yac, npeacrasurcsa. U toraa...

ExaTtepuna BHHMMAaTelIbHO TMOCMOTpena Ha Jr00oBHUKA. [loHsATOBCKUIT
CIIOKOMHO BBIJIEPKAJI €€ TSAKEIbIM U MPOHUIATEIIbHBIN B3TJISIA!



— Tonbko He TOBOPH, UTO THI HE ymalia 0 MOJA0OHOM ucxoze!

— B ommuune ot T1ebst 1 He ToBOprO 00 3TOM BCIyX, — oOOOpBajia €ro
Exarepuna. — Y CTEH eCTh ylIu.

— Haponnas myapocts? —osxuBuiicsi CTaHUCHTAB.

— JKusnensslii onbIT. HexkotopsiM OoH obomencs BecbMma noporo. JlagHo,
CKaXXU KaHIUlepy IpU Ciydae, YyTo s TOTOBAa BCTPETUTbCSA C HUM U OOCYAMTH
CIEJIAHHOE IIPEIIOKECHHUE.

He mnpomo m aByx AHEW, Kak BcTpedya cocrosiack. KaHipiep o4deHb
TOPOIUJICS.

Jlen Obu1 cnomiieH, ExatepuHa ecnu u He noBepwiia bectyxeBy, TO ysCHUIIA
Ui ce0si BaKHYIO Belllb. Oojiee OH €l He Bpar, HalpoTUB, NPH OIpPENEICHHBIX
00CTOSITENECTBAX MOXKET OKa3aThCS BECbMa IMOJIE3HBIM. B TallHBIM MpOEKT ObLIH
BHECEHBbl HEOOXOIMMBIEC IMOMpPAaBKH, CKpbIBAaIOUIMe Oyayiryio poiib becTyxkesa, u
TEKCT CTasl OoJiee 3aByaJTupOBaHHBIM. B TakoM BHJE €ro MOXHO OBIJIO OTHOCUTH Ha
INOANMCHh K WMIEpaTpule, 4YTO KaHIUIEp M CHenaj, IOJIOKUB €ro B BOPOXE
HE3HAYUTENbHBIX Oymar. OHaKo yioBKa He yaanachk. EnnzaBera 3aMeTuia 1EeHHBIN
JOKYMEHT U OTJIOKWJIA €T0 Ha ITOTOM. TeM He MeHee, BPEMEHHasl HEynada TOJIBKO
cOJIM3KIIa BEIUKYIO KHATUHIO U KaHLJIEPA.

OtHowenus ¢ [IOHATOBCKMM pa3BUBAIMCh HA YJIMBICHHUE POBHO U Iiangko. Hu
PEBHOCTH, HU CCOp, HA U3MEH, KOTOPBIX Tak onacanack Exarepuna. Kasanocs, ¢ Hel
CranuciaB Ha1oJro 3a0bUl O JHOOOBHBIX MOXOXACHUAX M CTaJl HAJEXKEH U MpelaH,
KaK OTPOMHBIN goOpoaymiHbii mec. Becenbli u um3oOperatenbHbid, CTaHHCIAB
o0nanan UMMIYJbCUBHBIM, HO J00pbIM HpaBoM. Kaxgoe HOBoe cBuaaHue
OKa3bIBAJIOCh HE MOXO0XKUM Ha mpeAblaynme: rpad 0e3 ycranu NpuayMbIBal BECbMa
OpUTHHAJIbHBIE CIIOCOOBI HE TOJBKO pa3Bieub ExaTepuHy, HO M CAeNaTh caM aKT
JTI00BU yBJIEKATENbHBIM MPUKIIOUEHUEM. 32 3T0 — HEYTOMHUMOCTh U BHHUMaHHUE —
OHa emie OOJbIIEe IIEHWIA CBOETO TMOJBCKOTO JApYyra, K KOTOPOMY HCKpPEHHE
npuBsizanack. MMHorna Exarepuna naxe no3Bossuia ce0e moMeuTaTh Mepe CHOM: OHa
MOJIyYUT Pa3BOJ] C BEIMKUM KHSI3EM, U CTAaHET MOJIbCKON KopoJsieBoi. C THOOMMBIM U
pai B maname. Hayrpo mMedTsl ucdesanu, KaK JIbIM BMECTE C IIAJAIOM U IOJIbCKUM
KopoJieBcTBOM. HasABy myunie u Becenee.

Kak-To BeuepoM ExaTeprHa yxe roTOBUIACH OTOUTH KO CHY, KaK IOJ JBEPBIO
pasnanoch Beceaoe MsyKaHbe. Benukas KHATHUHA BBIIVISIHYJIA U yBUJena myra JIbBa
Hapoimkuna u Cranucnasa [lonstoBckoro. O6a pacrnonoXwinch MOJ IBEPBIO U C
yIOEHUEM U300paXkaliy IByX MApTOBCKUX KOTOB.

ExarepuHa He BblepXKala U 3aCMEAIAch!

— Yto BBI TYT nenaere?

Happimkus emie pa3 MABKHYI, U, TOJIKHYB [ I0HATOBCKOTO, 3aroBOpuII:

— Marymka, Exarepuna AnekceeBna!l He oOeccynp 3a OecrokoilcTBO —
cectpa Opatra moero, AnHa Hukutnuyna, mpu cmeptu. Ilpocut Bac mpuiitu
IIONPOILATHCS.

— Ceituac, HOublO? — yauBWIach Exarepuna, mojo3peBasi, 4To y 3TOHU
CTpaHHOM MPOCHOBI €CTh TaitHOE JHO.



— Ceiluac, maTylka, TOJBKO ceiddac, — 3ampsirail BOKpyr Hee HapbimkuH.
[ToHsTOBCKMIA TUTITH YyCMeXaJcs, HabJto1ast 3a KOJIeOaHUSIMH KHSATHHHU.

— Br1 ¢ yma comnmu?! Kak s yiiay?

— Bce ouens npocto, — moaxBatun Oeceny [lonsToBckuit. — MBI mpoiigem
yepe3 amapTaMEeHThl BEJIMKOIO KHsI3s, OH BCE PaBHO HHUYETO HE 3aMETHUT, TaK Kak
y>KUHAET B MPUBBIYHOM 7151 €051 KOMIIAHUH.

— Wnm nexut noxa crojioM, — n06aBuil HapbIikuH, KOTOpOMY BechbMa 10
BKyCYy MpHIIIach YyCTpoeHHas 3abaBa. — Pemaiitech, Balle BBICOYECTBO, HET
HUKAKOW OMAaCHOCTH, a CeCTpa 0YeHb MPOCHIIa OBITh.

ExarepuHa ckpbulach B CHalibHE, TJe OBICTPO IEpeojesiach B MYKCKOU
KOCTIOM, TOJAYEPKHYBIIUN anmeTuTHbie Gopmbl. He mponuio u aecsiTd MUHYT, Kak
MOSIBUJIACh BHOBb.

— W yto Tenepn?

— Crenyiite 3a HamMH, Ballie BICOYECTBO. I HU 0 4eM He OECTTOKONTECH.

Exarepuna otmana mpukas CBOEMY CIIyT€ — HEMOMY KaJIMBIKy — OXPaHSTh
JBEpU CHAJIbHM M HHUKOTO TyJa HE MyCcKaTh, a cama OeCIIyMHO YCTPEMIJIach 3a
CBOMMU CITyTHUKAMH.

Happimkun okaszajicst mpaB: BCE YYaCTHUKH BECEJIOM TMOMOWKH BaJSUTUCh MO

CTOJIOM, BKJIOYasi BEJMKOTO KHS3SI WM €ro HOBYIO J0OOOBHUIY — (peinuny
Exarepunsl, Enmn3zaBery BopoHI0BY.
— A g-TO Bce rajana, KyJa OHa IOCTOSIHHO Hcue3aeT! — rmpoienrtana

Exarepuna I1oHSITOBCKOMY.

TOT LIyTAMBO XJIOMHYJ €€ MTOHUKE TaJIUU:

— Baiire BbIcOU€CTBO PEBHYET?

— bonsan! Jla kak Thl cMeenn!

— Sl yHmKeH, Balle BBICOYECTBO, U OCKOpPOJIEH, — MPOAOIIKAN ONaXHUTh
[TonsiToBcknii rpoMkuM menoroM. — [loka BbI MEHSI HE mOULENyeTe, C MECTa HE
cABUHYCh. — W AefcTBUTENbHO 3aCThLI MOCpenu O00eNEeHHOrO 3ayia, PUCKYs OBITh
0oOHapyXEHHBIM B JIIOOYIO MUHYTY.

— BbrI coBepiieHHO, HEBO3MOXKHBI, Tpad, HO 5 Bac JI00J0, — B CBOIO OUepeib
pazBecenuiack Exarepuna. OHa yyBCcTBOBaia ce0si MaJICHBKOW JIEBOYKOM, KOTOPOH,
HECMOTpPS Ha CTPOTHUE 3aIPEThl, B KOE-TO BEKU Pa3pEelIMIIM MomainuTh. [loHsTOBCKUi
CJIOKHUJI PYKH Ha TPYJIM U TepnenuBo xaain. OHa CKOJIb3HYJIAa K HEMY, 00BUJIa pyKaMHU
3a 1€, TPUKAIach BCEM TEJIOM U C HEXKHOCTBIO MOLIEJIOBAIA.

— Bri1 ¢ yma counmu! — npommmnen HapoiiikuH, BEpHYBIIUCH € I€CTHUIIBL. —
Hamuum, rae uenoBatecs! Maemre ckopee, moka rocnojia He IpOCHYJIUCH.

Ot crona nocinelmaincs mopox. Tpouna 3amepina. Ilerp denopoBud MoaHsI
BCKJIOKOYEHHYIO T'OJIOBY, IIbSIHO OTJISAAEI 3]l U OCTAaHOBWICS Ha KEHE, MCITyTaHHO
IPYOKABLICHCS K APYTOMY MYKUMHE.

— Ol Kars! IIpucHutcs xe Takoe! — 1 BHOBB 3axpareli, [pUCTPOMBLIUCH Ha
ToieM O6rocte BopoH110BOiA.



JlaBsick OT XOXOTa, KOMIAHUS MpoOpajach Ha MOTAWHYIO JIECTHHILY, U
oKazajach y 4uepHOro Bxoja. Tam yxke xkpaana kapera. Oka3aBIIMCh B 0€30MaCHOCTH,
JlaJiv BOJIIO B UyBCTBax. ['pomue Bcex cMesutach ExareprHa:

— Bor yapyxwmu! YcTpounu cBugaHue Myxa C )KEHOW, — M Mepeapa3Hua;
— «O! Kars! [Ipuchautcs xe Takoe!».

— HWHTepecHo, Ha3aBTpa OH BCIIOMHUT WJIM HET? — HU K KOMY He 00paniasch,
cripocui HapblikuH.

— Bpsin nu, — [loHATOBCKUIN XO3SMCKUM JKECTOM MPHKaI K ce0e CUaCTIUBYIO
u xoxouynryto Exarepuny. — Cyzs o nyctsiM OyThuikam, [letp denoposuu 3aBTpa
OyzeT Mydatbcsi O0JIbHOM TOJIOBOM, TYT YK HE /10 BOCIIOMUHAHUMN O crnagkux cHax. C
yTpa paccoJIbYMKY BBIIIET, TOTOM OMOXMEIUTHCS, a C 00ea HOBBIN KyTeX HAUHETCS.

Becenve mpomomxunoch B gome Hapeimkuabix. AnHa Huxutnuna Obiia
BECEJIA, 30pOBA W 4YyTh XMEJIbHA MU C YJIOBOJBCTBHEM BBICIYIIAIA HCTOPUIO O
IIPUKIIIOYEHUSAX B BEJIUKOKHSKECKMX anapTaMeHTax. BHHO IWIOCh pEKOU O ¢aMoro
paccBeTa, MeNW MNECHHW, Wrpalid B KapThl WM mmapaael, nocie 4dero I[loHsTOBCKuUiA
BBbI3BAJICS MPOBOAUTH EKaTepuHy 10 ABOpLA.

Ha ynuiie 6s110 6€371101HO.

— JlaBaii npoiaemMcs, a? —npesyoxuia papyr Exarepuna. — S erie Hu pasy
HE T'yJIsij1a IPOCTO TaK, Ja U BO3BpalIaThCs TaKk paHO He XodeTcs... JlaBHo ¢ ToOoil He
ObL1a 0€e3 CBUAETENEH.

[TonsitoBckuii cornacuics. Kapera menneHHo exana 3a Humu. Oda Monyanu,
00siCh HAPYIIUTh YTPEHHIOIO TUILIMHY B ajbIX BCIIOJIOXaX ceBepHOM 3apu. Ha ux goue
He0O Ka3aJoch MOYTH MPO3payHbIM, CIOBHO cTekyio. CTOMT BETpYy MOAYTh, U HE
BbIJIEp’KaB HaTUCKa, TPECHET, pa300bETCs Ha ThICAYY KycoukoB. ExarepuHa Ha mur
3a)KMYpHUJIach, UCIYTaBIIUCh. A 4TO TaM, 3a HeOoM? Bapyr, ecnu nucuesner HebecHas
nperpaja, Ha 3eMJII0 POCHIMIIETCS. METENb U3 OENbIX MEPHILIEK U 3alaxHeT MaHHOM ?!
Omna ornsHynack. B HeBe 3omoTunuck pannue Onmku. Yepe3 mapameT HarHymiach K
caMmoii BOJIe U OTIIPSIHYJIA, CTAJIO CTPAIHO, CJIOBHO B Ij1a3a Cyap0€e B3IJIAHYIIA.

— V¥ Tebs nuno apyroe BApYr crajo, — ckazana ExatepuHa, B3IVISIHYB Ha
Cranucnasa. I[IpoBena nafgoHpIO MO JIIOOMMBIM YepTaM U HEOXHAAHHO ISl ceOs
npusHanack. — Buepa bectyxeB mnpeaynpeawsi, 4To MNpPOTUB TeOS HMHTPUTH
Hayajguch, OTO3BATH B AHIJIMIO XOTT.

— 3Haw, cTapuk U MHe npusHaicd. Jlaxke He oxugan MoA0OHOTO
otkpoBeHus. [lo-moemy, oH k Tebe, Karts, HepaBHoaymieH. YTo HU JieHb, TO O TBOEM
cyacThe neuercs. — CTaHUCIaB Npukai ee k cede. — 3amepsna? Jpoxkuiib Besl.

— S 3a Hac 6orock. Kak 6e3 Tebs xkuth? Jlpimats? Beputh? Hanesarbcs?

— Tlomoxaun moka 0osThCSA, — JackoBO yibsiOHYNCsS CranuciaB. — Hac tak
npocto He Bo3bMemb. Jla m bectyxeB oOeman moMo4yb. A OH CBOM OOCIIaHUS
CHEPKHUBAET.

Exatepuna yneiOHyNnach €My CKBO3b CIE3bl. KakK e OHa ero Jr0mia — 10
CyZOpOru B cepaue. Her ero — u TyT ke 0CTaHaBIMBAETCsl, HE JKEJIast JKUTh.
— JIxoOuMBIi1, TOI0KIM HEMHOTO, HE X0UY pacCTaBaThCS.



— VYxe cBeraer, — 3abecmokomscs [lonsroBckuii. — HepoBen wac —
CIIOXBATSTCS, TIEPETIONIOX MOBIMYT. X0UYeIllb, Mbl HOYBIO OMSATH COSKIM?

— Xouy!

— 3Hauur, 10 Beuepa?

— 3HayuT, 10 Bedepa. Obemaenb?

— Oo0emaro. He wmcmyraembcs BTOpPOM pa3 uepe3 amapTaMEHTBI KHS3S
pOUTH?

— C 100011 1 Huuero He 00roch. C TOOOM — g camas cMejas >KEHIWHA B
MUpE.

I'JIABA 9.

[TonsiTOBCKMI OKa3ajcs mpaB: B TOT pa3 rpo3a MPOLUIAa MUMO BIIFOOJEHHBIX
cTopoHo. Ha 3amury MHTEpECOB MOJIBCKOTO IUILUIOMATa BCTAl HE TOJBKO KaHLUJIEP
bectyxeB, HO W... BeMWKWWA KHI3b. BO MHOTOM, WMEHHO Omaromaps €ro
3actynauuectBy, CranucnaB IlonaroBckuit Obi1  octaBnen B IlerepOypre.
Exarepunpl yauBWIIACh HEOKHWJIAHHOMY pAacHOJIOKEHHIO Myka, [IOHATOBCKUI B
OTBET II0KAa3aJl YBECHUCTBIM MEIIOYEK C 30JIOTOM. Bennkui KHA3b, KaKk U BCE
OCTaJbHBIE IIPU PYCCKOM JABOPE, OCTPO HYXKIaiucsi B JeHbrax. Kymute ero
PaCIOJIOKEHUE OKA3aII0Ch BECbMA IIPOCTO.

UYepry1ika CTpEMUTENBHO JE€TPAIAPOBAI: CKa3bIBAIIOCH €XEAHEBHOE IIbSHCTBO.
Tonpko nABa 4YenoBeKa MMENM Ha HEro BIMSHUE. B OOJIbLIEN CTENEHH — €ro
nro6oBHMIa EnnszaBera BopoHIOBa, B MEHbIIEH — 3aKOHHas Cylpyra, K MHEHHUIO
KOTOPOM OH  HHOIZJA  IPUCIYLIMBAICS, BU3IJIMBO  3aBHUIyS  HEXKECHCKOU
IIPOHULIATEIILHOCTH U YMY.

Cynpyxeckas HeBepHOCTh Ekarepunbl Ilerpa BmonHe ycTpauBasia: Kornaa
EnuzaBera ynpekana mieMsHHUKA B Pa3ryJIbHOM 00pase KU3HHU, TOT Cpasy yKasbIBal
Ha >keHy. Mo, u oHa He 6e3 rpexa. Torna EnnzaBera nepexmtouanace Ha Exatepuny,
Ybs IOYTU OTKPBITas CBsI3b ¢ [IOHATOBCKUM CTajia JOCTOSTHUEM TJIACHOCTU M OOIIEro
oCyXJeHus, Kak Tojapko Exarepuna poauna nous AuHy. bepeMenHnocts nporuia 6e3
oclokHeHu#. PoauTenu HOBOPOXKIEHHON OBLTH MO-TIPEXKHEMY BIIOOJIEHBI IPYT B
JIpyra ¥ O4YeHb CYACTIMBBI. PeOEHOK TOJNBKO CKpEnmui 4yBCTBAa 00OOMX, CIElaB UX
OTHOILIEHUS ITOYTH y3aKOHEHHBIMH. HetoBOJIBHBIM OcTasics TonbKo lleTp.

VY3HaB 0 pOXKIAECHUU «IOYEPHU», OH MPUILIET B HEMOAACIBHOE pa3IpaxeHue u
103BOJINI ce0e 3a 00e0M ClIeIyIOIIee BbICKA3bIBAHUE!

— bor Bemaer, oTkyma oHa TOJbKO Oeper »3Tux gnerei! S He 3Haw
XOPOLIEHBKO, MO JI 3TOT peOEHOK, U JOJKEH JIU 51 €r0 MPUHATH Ha cBoM cueT. Hano
nojgymarb! — U TeéM caMbIM (PaKTUUECKH OOBUHWII KEHY B a/IFOJIBTEPE.

Omnacuyro ¢pa3y ycubiman Jles HapblukuH ¥ nocnemwl nepenarb cioBa
kHs3s1 Exatepune. Ta Tonbko paccmesinack, ¢ J1I0OOBbIO yKauMBasi HOBOPOKIACHHYIO
J10Yb’

— Kakue BbI, npaso, getu! Uau npsMo K HEMYy OT MOEro MMEHH, TOBOPHU
TPOMKO, YTOOBI BCE CIBIIIAIH, U MOTPEOYH C KHI34 KISTBEHHOTO 3aBEPEHUs, UTO OH



HE CITaJl CO CBOCH JKEHOW OKOJIO Toa. 3aTeM 0OBSIBH, YTO HJCIIL ceidac ke K rpady
Anexkcannpy lllyBanoBy, BEJIMKOMY HMHKBHU3UTOPY poccHiicko wummepuu. Toraa
IIOCMOTPUM, 4TO cKaxeT Ilerp @enopoBud B CBOE ONpaBIaHUE.

Benukuii kHsa3b nocnan HapblllkiHa K 4epTy U IpHU3HAT KHSDKHY AHHY CBOEHO
3aKOHHOM J10YEPBIO.

OpHako Iocie CBETIION IOJIOCHI BCETJa HAcTymaeT udepHas. ExarepuHa Tak
HOrpy3UIach B CYACTIMBBIE 3a00Thl, YTO IMOJIHOCTBHIO YIYCTHJIA XOJ IPHJIBOPHBIX
WHTPUT, 33 YTO BCKOpPE JKECTOKO MOILIaTWIACh. IIepBbIM ymapoM cTano W3rHaHHe
Cranucnasa [lonsitoBckoro. IIpoTuB JIHOOOBHHMKOB TENEph BBICTYNAIU HE TOJIBKO
YJIEHbl UMIIEPATOPCKON pamMuiiny, HO (paHIly3CKUE MTOCIAHHUKH, UMEBILNE BECOMOE
BIMSHUE Ha HMIlepaTpully. EkarepuHa 3ameTanach, IBITasCb HAWTH BBIXOZ U3
MOJIOKEHUs, HO Oe3ycrnenHo. CIUIIKOM HepaBHBIMU OBLTU CHJIBI, M CIIMIIKOM SIBHBIM
naBieHue (hpaHIly3CKOro IBOpa, MOYyBCTBOBABIIETO YyIPO3y CBOMM HHTepecaM. [laxe
BectyxeB Obu1 OeccueH.

[TonsiToBCKMIA ye3xanm B TepBbIX uuciax ¢despans, korma B IlerepOypre
IpeXJE BpPEMEHM HAdalachb OTTENenab. B BO3ayxe maxyio TalbIM CHETOM M
npoOyxaaroImuMes cosHieM. EkaTeprHa miakana U He CKphIBaJla CBOMX CJIE3.

— Jaii 6or, cBuANMCS, — XpUILIO cKa3ain CTaHHUCIaB U OEpeKHO MOLEIoBall

3aJIMTOE clie3aMH JuIo. — Hukoro, kak TeOs HE JOO0WI W JyMaro, 4TO YXKe HE
IIOJTFOOTIO.

— He ye3xai...

— Jla kak ocratbca? — mnpocroHan CranmcinaB. — OcTaHych, TeOS C

Annymikoi noasexny. [Ipomaii, Most KOpoJieBa, U, Kak y Bac, pycCKux, ropopurcs? He
noMuHai auxoMm. JInbo BepHych Kk TeOE, TMOO OT TOCKU CTUHY . TpeThero He AaHO.

Ha tsxenpix, moytn kaMeHHbIX Horax Ekarepuna mnomHsiiach K cebe u
pyXHyJia Ha MOCTeNb, 3aXJICOHYBIIUCH Oa0beM TutaueM. Henb3s BOWTH B OJHY U TY XKe
peky aBaxabl. Pa3ym mojckaspiBaj, 4TO 3aKOHYMJIACH camasl CHacTJIMBas 1opa B €€
YKU3HH, a BIIEPEIU KIyT IOTEPU U, BO3MOKHO, CaMBbI€ )KECTOKHE MOPAKEHUS.

— Kaxk mue xutb 6e3 1e0a? Kax nprmars? Kak Beputs?

Ho kak okazanoce, 310 ObLT JuIIb NEepBbld yaap. 15 ¢espans Hapwimkun
ornymus EkarepuHy emie OJHUM CTpalllHbIM H3BECTHEM: DPAHHHUM YTPOM ObUI
apectoBaH KaHiylep bectyxeB. B 310 xe neHp (¢enbamapiian  ANpakcHH,
KOMaHJIOBaBIIMN pycckoi apmuen B [Ipyccuu, cMenieH ¢ JTOJDKHOCTH M OTHAH IOA
CyI.

VYcnbimas HOBOCTh, ExareprHa nodseanena, yXBaTUBILNCH 32 CIUHKY PE3HOTO
cTyina. XyAled CUTyaluu U puaymaTh Henb3s. Cyap0a onsTh pacCTaBUIIa OMACHYIO
JIOBYILIKY, OCTaBUB €€ B IIOJIHOM OJIMHOYECTBE.

Ecnu mpu o0bicke y KaHLIepa OyJeT HaiieHa ee nepemnucka ¢ bectyxeBbiM, a
Takke nucbMa Marepu u Opuapuxy [Ipycckomy, eit konen. U mait 6or, ecnu geno
oOoitnercs usrnanueM u3 Poccun, B Xynumiem — ee 0kKujaeT 0OBUHEHUE B U3MEHE U
ccpuika B Cubupb, a TO U OAYIIKA Ha TOPJIO.



— Uro ke pnenarb, Marymka? -— pacTepssHHO crpocun HapseimkuH,
3aTPaBIICHHO TJIsA1 HA KHATHHIO. BepHbiil nec, na u tonpko. Ho mec He moMoxer.
371ech Apyrue CUibl HY>KHBI.

Exatepuna rimyOOKO M pa3MepeHHO Jbllalia, BOCCTaHABIMBAs MPEepBaBILIEECs
neixanue. Cepjaue O€leHO KOJOTWIOCh. PyKM cTainu BIQKHBIMU OT BOJIHEHHS U
naHuyeckoro crpaxa. Camoe rinaBHoe — crnokoiictBue! CrniokoiictBue, Kats, Tonbko
cnokoiictBue. [logomna K cToiay U ocTphiM (PYKTOBBIM HOXKMKOM IMOJIOCHYJIA MO
pyke. C KpOBbIO BEpHYJIACh CTOCOOHOCTh YETKO U OBICTPO MBICIUTh. CripaBuiack. U
TOJIBKO ITOTOM XPHUILIO CIIPOCHUJIA!

— Yro npu nBope ropopsAT? He 1o71u, CIOBO B CJIOBO Iepe/iaBail.

HapsIlkyH 3aKkuBa NOCeAEBIIEN TOJIOBOM:

— T'oBOpAT, YTO MMEHHO KaHIUIEp BHHOBAaT B TOM, 4YTO PYCCKHME BOMCKa
ocTaBUIU OO€BbIe MO3UIUH, Koraa Opunpux OblUT roToB caaThes. M 94T0 BUHON TOMY
MpuKa3 KaHIJIepa, MOJKPEIUICHHbI MUChbMaMU BEJIMKON KHSITUHU. TeOs, MaTyllika,
HA3bIBAIOT KEPTBOHM 3aroBopa: Moj, kaHiyiep u rpad I[lonsToBckuil BBenu T1eOs B
3a0Iy’)KIeHHEe M HaCWJIbHO 3aCTaBWJIM HAMUCaTh KpaMOJIbHBIE MHCbMa Ja0bl
IIO’KEPTBOBATH CJIIABOM POCCUMCKOW BO MM YyKMX MHTepecoB. Marymka... [Iucemo-
TO OBUIO aJM KaK?

Exarepuna 6e3 cuit onycTuiiach Ha cTyj. bbuto nucbmo, 0pu10. Hero yx nepen
co0olt mpaBny ckpbiBaTh? Benyx Hukoraa He npusHaetcs. Ho cebe 1 Moua MOKHO.
HeiictButensHo 10 TmpochOe (CrTaHMcnaBa OHAa Hamucalda KOPOTKYIO —3alHCKy
ArnpakcuHy, rae ocBoOoxkaana denapamapiiuaia OT JaHHOW €l KISTBBI yAEp>KUBATh
apmuio u rae — o ['ocnonu! — coBeToBasia TOMY Kak MOKHO CKOpE€ OTCTYIHTb.
Bot TONBKO OKOHUaTEnpHOE peleHrne ANpakCHMH BCE paBHO INpuHHMan cam. [la
TOJIKO Kak 3TO ceiyac gokaxenb? U rae sta 3anucka? OgHo neno, ecnu bectyxes
€€ CXKEr, U COBCEM JPYro€, €CJIM OHA MOIAJIA B PYKH UMIIEPATPHULIBI.

— Yro eme roBOpAT? — BeNWKas KHATWHS TMOJHsUIA BOCHAJICHHBIC TJla3a Ha
JFOOMMOTrO IIyTa, UCIIyTaHHOTO HE HA UIYTKY. TOT CMYIIEHHO MOTYMHJIICS:

— Huuero. K BenmMkoMy KHSI310 Ha IOKJIOH UAYT.

Xyxe He npunymaetb! Kpoicel 6eryt ¢ kopabis. OnHako 0JHO MPOUTPaHHOE
Cpa)X€HUE OTHIO/Ib HE 03HAYAET MPOUTPAHHON BOVHBI.

— KoMy nopyueHno ciencrpue?

— I'pady llyBanoBy, rpady byrypauny u kus3to TpyOenkomy.

— DBbICOKME 4YMHBI... — YIUBIECHHO MporoBopwia EkaTepuHa U TyT XKe
ckomaHgoBana: — XojoaHou Boaku! U orypios!

HappikuH ¢ yiuBiI€HUEM BO33pUJICA HA BEJIMKYHO KHATHHIO. HE MHA4YE, KAK B
yMe OT cTpaxa noBpenuiach. Eit Obl 0 gymie mogymats, a oHa BOoJIKY TpeOyert. Jla ere
¢ orypuamu. CoBcem oOpycena, HUYEr0O OT HEMEIKOTO He ocTanock. Pa3zBe uTo
pacCyauTEIbHOCTb.

— He Gecmnokotics, JleBymika, — ExaTepuHa y»e MOJHOCTBIO cO00M OBIaea.
['osoc 3By4an yBEpeHHO M Jaxe Beceno. — BoJika He TOJIBKO pa3syM IPOYMILAET, HO
¥ B YyBCTBO NMPHBOJUT. A MHE Kak pa3 TOrO W Hago0OHO, 4TOOBI COMHEHHS MPOYb



octaBuTh. ONbSIHETh HE ONBSHEIO, 3aTO 3J€€ CTaHy. A KOrja 4ejloBEK 30JI, OH Ha
MHOTO€ TOTOB. /[ake€ Ha HEBO3MOXHOE.

OnpokuHyJia CTOIKY JEASIHOW BOAKU B CyXO€ ropJo, 3aKpbula IJla3a U HaJyaia
Pa3MBILUIATD.

To, yTo MoJoXXeHue KaHIyiepa ObUI0 HEMPOYHBIM, 3HAIH 1aBHO. TOJIBKO >KIaIH
yI00HOTO ciydas, 4ToObl OOJibHEE MNpUXKATh CTaporo Jmca. Tak 4yTo AmNpakchH
MPULIENCS KO ABOPY BECbMa KCTATH. Y YaCTHUKOB 3aroBOpa HE TPYAHO Y3HATh:. CIEL
TaHeTcss u3 ABcTpun uU Dpanuuu. VMMEHHO OHM W MOCITYXWIH TOMY, YTO
[TonsitoBckoro u3rHanu u3 Poccun. Heroxe (aBopuTy HEBEHUAaHHBIM CYHIpPYrom
BEJINKOM KHATWHHU CTAHOBUTHCA W AUKTOBATh €M CBOXO BOJIO. CIIMIIKOM MHOTO
BiacTu 3aumen B Poccuu, nopa youpats. Uto nanpiie?

A nanbiie BoT uyto. Ckopeil Bcero, Ennzaseta 3naet u 00 yuactuu Exarepunst
B CO3JaHUM TalHOrO JOKYMEHTa O mpecTrosioHacienud. OgHO Aeno, Korga Takou
MaHU(ECT AAl0T Ha MOJMUCh, U COBCEM JAPYroe, €ciu y3Haellb 00 HHTpUrax
3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIX JIUI] B MOCIEAHIO OYepeab. A XOpolla HHTPUTa: KaHIJIEP BCETO
JWIIb MPEUIOKUI, B TO BpeMs, kak EkaTepuna nepenucana ykas mnoj cebs. [Imoxoit
packial, He Te KapThl. A pa3 He Te, Haao O6nedoBaTs. [Ipuyem no-kpynHomy.

Bropast cronka Boaku o0osxria ropsiuee ropsio. Ha 3akycky ObuT XpyCTKHiA
MyNbIpYaThIi OTYPUYMK, 3aBEPHYTHIA B CMOPOJMHOBBIM JucT. BkycHo! UTto X, ecinu
OHa He MoTepsia BKYC K )KU3HM, 3HAYUT, €UIE )KUBA U TOTOBA K BOMHE.

Mpeicne nuxopanoyHo paborajna, HaOpacekiBas IUIaH JaeucTBuil. Ecnu tebs
CXBaTWJIU 3a PYKY, TO IPOJOJKAMl YTBEPKIATh, UTO pyKa HE TBOS, — TaK TOBOpUJA
MaTylnika, Korja OTel 3acTaBajl €€ B IOCTEIM C JAPYIMM MYX4MHOU. McTuHHO
YKEHCKasl yJIOBKa HEM3MEHHO cpabatbiBajia. [loka 4To HUKTO HE CXBAaTWUII €€ 3a PYKY,
HO €CJIM TaKOe€ CIIYYUTCs, OHa HAalJIET, 9TO OTBETUTh. BOT TOBKO 4TO?

[Tocne msiTv prOMOK BOJIKH TUTaH OBLT TOTOB.

Korpga Hapeimkus 3arisHyn B allapTaMeHThl BEJIMKOW KHATWHH, TO HAIIEI €€
crsiiei mpsimo B kpecie. Ha 6e3MsaTe:kHOM JuIe CBETHIIACh JOBOJIbHAS YIIBIOKA.

16 ¢deBpanms BO ABOpPIE COCTOSUICS TBINHBIN Oan. Bce kmamum BenMKyro
KHATHUHIO. KTO-TO ¢ TalHBIM COYYBCTBHEM, KTO-TO — C OTKPOBEHHBIM 3JI0PAJACTBOM.
Benukuit KHs3b BBITIISAIE]T BO30YKIECHHBIM, 3Hasi 00 YSI3BUMOCTH JJOPOTOM CYyNpPYyTH.

Exarepuna mosiBuiIach B IulaThe roiyboro  Oapxara,  yChbITaHHAs
OpuwiuantamMu. bbuta HeoOblwaiiHo xopoma u Becena. lllyrtuna, TaHieBana,
yJbI0anach ¥ MHOTO cMesiiiach. [IpuaBopHbIE pacTepsIuch.

B cepenune 0ana ExarepuHa noamisuia K KHs3t0 TpyOenkomy. ToT 3amMeTHO
HaIpsArcs, Korjaa pyka KHATMHU UTPUBO JIETJIA EMY Ha IJIEYO:

— BB&I, KHA3B, CErofHs CIMIIKOM IMEYAIbHBI U YTPIOMbBI, — PaCCMESIaCh
LIapCTBEHHAs KPACABUIIA, CTAPASICh HE MTOKA3aTh CBOErO BOJHEHUA. — UTO 3Hayar 3tn
MUJIBIC CIIyXH, JOIMIEAIHe A0 MeHs? Hanum nu Bel OoJbllie MPECTYIUICHWH, d9eM
MPECTYITHUKOB, WJIM OOJIBIIIE MPECTYIMHUKOB, YeM TpecTyruieHui? KHs3b, eciau BbI
OyzaeTe MOIYaTh, 1 HEMPEMEHHO OOMXKYCh.

Ckazatb, uto TpyOeukoil yauBWIICS, 3HAYHUT, HE CKa3aTh HUYEro. OH MpoOCTOo
NOTEPsUT Iap pedyH OT MOJOOHON caMOyBEpPEeHHOCTH. M BMecTe ¢ TeM MOYyBCTBOBAJI



ctpax. OT 9TOHl KEHIIMHBI BEAJO HE TOJBKO OeccTpamiueM, OHa, Ka3alloCh,
BOIUIOIIANIAa  caMy O€CHOIIagHOCTh W 0e3KAJIOCTHOCTh. 3a HUIPUBBIM TOHOM
CKpBIBAJINCh HEHABUCTH, pa3ApaxeHue M yrposa. /[la, umenHo yrposza. TpyOerkoii
CMeIIaJICs.

— IIpomy npocTuTh MEHS, Ballle BBICOYECTBO, — IOKJIOHWICS OH. — S| Bcero
JIMIb UCTIOJIHSAJ CBOM JIOJIT, KAK U MOU KOJUIETH.

— W B yem cocTOMT Balll 10T, KHA3b? —HEA00po yiblOHyIach ExkaTepuHa.

— MBI apecToBany NpeAnoIaracMplX IPECTYITHUKOB U IOIIPOCHIIN UX.

— W? —ynpIOka 3acThlIa Ha KPACUBOM H, Ka3aJI0Ch, HEBO3MYTHUMOM JIMILIE.

— !/ He HallUIM HUKAKUX MPECTYIIIEHHUM.

— Ol IlpekpacHblii OTBET, — BEJIMKasg KHATMHA Jy4yWi1ach HENOJEIbHOU
panocteio. — Bel MeHs pa3Biexid, kHa3b! Ecnu mocie Bamero aormnpoca Bbl HE B
CWJIaX HAWTH MPECTYIUICHUs, 3HAYUT, CKOpEH Bcero, ero mpocto HeT. He Tak au? A
yto bectyxeB?

TpyOeukoii moKpacHem , OTASHYBIIKUCH IO CTOPOHAM, TUXO MPOIIETITAN:

— bectyxeB apecToBaH, HO MbI €lI€ HE 3HAeM 3a 4yTo. YecTHO roBops, B
IIEPBBIA pa3 C TaKUM CTPAaHHBIM JI€JIOM CTAJIKMBAKOCh. BTopol neHb Kaem
BBICOYANINNX pacnopskeHud. — OH BAPYT CMEIIANICA W CAeJal [ar Ha3al, IPUHSB
X0J10HbIN BuJ. — Haznerocs, st ObuI 0JIe3€H BalleMy BbICOUYECTBY.

Exarepuna paccesHHO KuBHyna TpyOenkomy Bciel, YBUIEB HENOAAIEKY
[llyBanoBa u byrypimHa. VIHKBU3UTOPBI HAIIOMHHAIW JBYX YCTajlbIX, HO CBITBIX
TUTPOB. IJIa3 IO MPUBBIYKE HUIET J00BIYY, HO IKEIyJOK HACTOSATENbHO TpeOyer
nepeablky. Jlydmero BpeMEHHM I PAacCIpoCcOoB HE IpuayMaelbs. ExarepuHa
pemuTenbHo MpuOaM3miIachk K riaBe TaHOM kaHuenspuu rpady lllyBanoBy u ero
NOMOIIHUKY. Te NpUBETCTBOBAIM €€ CIEP>KAHHO, HO IIOYTUTENBHO.

— BB Bce B Tpymax mogoOHO myenaM, rocrnoja, — OHa HIYyTJIMBO BCTala
mexay Humu. — Enie He Bcex nepecaxanu? B Poccun kTo-uubyap ocrancs? Bot yx
HE Yasiia YBUJIETh CBOMX JIOOMMBIX HHKBU3UTOPOB Ha CBETCKOM Oaiy. Jlymana, Haia
BCTpPEYA COCTOMTCSI COBCEM B HHOM MECTE.

[IyTka nosy4nsack ABYCMbICAEHHOW. OJHAKO Ha JIMLIAX HMIIEPATOPCKUX
J03HaBaTeJIel MEJIbKHYJIO TaKOE e BbIpaXXEHHUE, Kakoe JaBeda Obuio y TpyOenkoro:
ctpax. Ctpax 3a cBoe Oynyuee. ExaTepuHe 3TO BbIpa)K€HUE OUEHb IIOHPABUIIOCH, KaK
U TIEpBOE, MOKA YTO 3bI0KOE, OLIYLIEHUE BJIACTH.

— Jlomm 10 MEHs CIyXH, 4TO BaM yAAJIOCh PAaCKPBITh OYEPEIHOU 3aroBop.
IToxoxxe, 4TO HpH ABOpPE TOJNBKO s HE 3HAIO, B ueM jeno. locmnopa, 1 Tpedyro
noapo6Hoctei! U HemenyienHo!

ByTtypnun Opocuin Ha cBOEro HayallbHUKA OMACIMBBIN B3IJISA, HE 3HAs, Kak
noctynuth. IllyBasioB, crapasch BBIMISAETh HEBO3MYTUMBIM, KOPOTKO KHBHYII.
ByTtypnun Habpan Bo3ayxa v BbIIAIWI MEPBYIO MOMABIIYIO Ha yM (pa3sy:

— BrI cerogus 0c06€HHO 0YapOBaTENbHBI, Ballle BBICOYECTBO.

— TI'pad! — mnpemocreperna ero Exarepuna. — JlaBaiiTe ocTaBuM
KOMIUTMMEHTHI BallluM AaMaM. MeHsl HHTEPECYIOT MOAPOOHOCTH COBCEM HHOTO POa.



— Jlymato, nevanbHble HOBOCTH HE HapylIaT Ball Oe3MsATEKHBIN MMOKOM, Balle
BbIcOYeCTBO. Kaniyiep bectyxes apecTtoBas.

— 3a 4yT0?
— M-M... 3a TOCYJapCTBEHHYIO U3MEHY.
— Ho at0 e cmemHo! — BocknukHyna Exkarepuna. — Bcem u3BecTHO, Kak

KaHLiep 6e3 ycranu nedercss o0 mHTepecax Poccun, 3a00TACh 0 €€ NpOLBETAaHUU U
cnase. Kakas uzmena, rocnoga?

[IlyBasioB cTapaTenbHO U3y4al HOCKH OalbHBIX Ty(elb.

— 4 cornacen c¢ Bamu, Exarepuna AnekceeBHa. M3MeHa kaHIyiepa eunie He
Jl0Ka3aHa M, CKOped Bcero, JokazaHa He Oyaer. OHAaKO MHE CTalo M3BECTHO, YTO
CIIyXH 00 apecTe OJITHOM BBICOKOIIOCTaBIEHHON OCOOBI MPEXIEBPEMEHHBI U... TOUYTH
O€CIIOUYBEHHBI.

ExareprHa MrHOBEHHO YJIOBWJIA CJIOBO <«IIOYTH» W BOIPOCHUTEIIBHO B3IJISIHYJIA
HAa Ha4aJIbHUKA TPETHErO OTIACIICHNUS.

— OOBICK HE MOKa3all, 4YTO YHOMsHYyTasi 0oco0a UMeeT OTHOLIECHHE K 3ar0BOpY,
KOTOPBIN MBI BOT y>K€ BTOPOH JE€Hb MBITaEMCS pacKpbITh. OCcTanoch yOeIUTh B 3TOM
ee MMIIepaTopckoe BennuecTBO. B mobom cimyuyae Mbl ¢ rpadoM cTpeMHMCs Bac
3aBEPUTH, UTO Bbl MOYKETE PACCUMTHIBATh HA HAC B JIFOOBIX 0OCTOSATENbCTBAX.

OH ckazan paxe Oonblle, 4eM TOoro TpeboBasioch. EkarepuHa He muia —
jgeTena B cBOM IOKoW. Mrak, eme Huyero He us3BectHO. OHuM B3sim becryxesa
Opekie, 4YeM YCIeIW IMpuaymaTb OIpOTUB Hero oOBMHeHHUs. Eciau Tak, To Ha Hee y
HuX HU4ero Het. Ocob6eHHo, eciu becTykeB ycnen Bce CKeub.

CnycTs mapy 4acoB OHa 3Hajla TOYHO. ycIHell. BepHbIl 4elloBek Iepenan
3anucKy oT KaHiyiepa: «He OecrnokoiiTech HacueT TOro, YTO 3HAETE, s YCIEN BCE
cxeub». ExareprHa HEeHasoNro BBIAOXHYJA OT obserueHus. Temepb cienyeT ObITh
OUYEHb OCTOPOXKHOM, YTOOBI HE OKA3aThCS B OYEPETHOM JOBYIIKE. A B TOM, YTO OHHU
OyayT, BelMKas KHATHHS HE COMHeBanach. CIMIIKOM MHOTO HEAPYroB Yy Hee Mpu
JIBOpPE, 4TOOBI YyBCTBOBATH c€0s1 B 0€30MaCHOCTH.

WNHTynnus He noasena.

Uepes nBa IHs COCTOSUICS HENPUATHBIM Pa3roBOp ¢ Mapku3om Jlonuranem, B
IIOCJIEIHEE BPEMsI MMEBIIMM OIPOMHOE BJIMSHUE Ha MMIeparpully. Exatepuna xe
HEHaBH/JIeJIa MapKH3a II0CJIe BECbMa HENPUATHOIO MHIMAEHTA. Eme 10 Toro, Kak oHa
y3Haia o cBoel OepemeHHOcTH, JlomuTasp BechbMa HEABYCMBICIEHHO 32 HEM
yXaXKHUBaJl. XOTS CJIOBO «yXa)KMBaJI» HE COBCEM MOJIXOAWI K TOW HENPUATHOU WU
J0CaIHOM cueHe, ciayuyuBlieiics B OpanueHOayme.

Exarepuna xpana CraHucnasa, KOrZla BMECTO HErO IO IOTAaWHOM JIECTHMIIC
noausancs Jlonurane. 1 TONBKO BMEIIATENBCTBO BEPHOI'O KaJIMbIKa — €€ CIYI'M U
TEJIOXPAHUTENSIT — CHAJ0 BEJIHMKYK0 KHATMHIO OT no30pHOoro Hacwms. Korna
nonocnen [ToHATOBCKUH, €0 ObLIO MOYTH ylaxeHo. Mapku3a yBe3/H ¢ CUIbHBIMU
ymmbaMu M BBIBUXHYTOM ueliocThio, a EkarepuHy oTmauBaiu BajepbSHOBBIMH
KaIUIIMU II0II0JIaM C BOJIKOM.

A ue JlonuTane 1M MOCIYXUJI UCTUHHON MpUYUHON i onayibl CtaHuciaBa?
— 3ano3gano cnoxsarwiack Exkarepuna. M cama ke oTBETWSIa HA 3TOT BONIPOC: OH,



Oonbiie HekoMmy. I[loMUMO yHOBIETBOPEHHS ~ MYXKCKOTO CaMOJIOOHs, MapKu3
IIpeCcIenoBal U APYrue LEeJId — YKPENUTh OTHOWIEHUs Mexay Poccuen n dpannuen
B ymepO Ilpyccum u Anrmuu. Ilpu TakoM 4vecTonoOMBOM 3aMbICiie aKTUBHBIC
WHTPUTHU BEJIMKOW KHATUHU B T0JIb3Y AHIJIMU CEPHE3HO MEIIAIIH.

Yro xk, ecaum Tak, 4ro TOrAAa BCe cxomuTca. B kortopeii pa3 ExarepunHa
yOenunach B TOM, YTO MOJIMTHKA COTKAHA U3 YEJIOBEUECKUX Cyne0, U HepEeIKO Ha TO
WM COOBITHE BO MHOTOM BiUsieT 0Opa3HbI KIIyOOK, B KOTOPOM MEPEIIeNIUCh BCE
I'PaHU YEJIOBEUECKUX OTHOLIEHUM, cTpacte u uHTpur. Mcropus mapkusa Jlonurans
— JIMIIIHEE TOMY MMOATBEPKICHHUE.

Ekarepuna BcTpeTniia MapKu3a NOJYEPKHYTO XOJIOAHO:

— Yro Bam yrogHo?

Tot noBoabHO ockiabmics: B oTiauuaue ot lllyBanoBa u byrypnuna, Jlonurtans
ObUT aOCOJIOTHO YBEPEH B TOM, YTO CUACT/IMBBIE BpeMeHa ExarepuHbl ocTaiuch B
nanexkoM npouuioM. O4yeHb CKOPO MOJIOAOW JBOp JIMIIMTCS TJIABHOIO CBOErO
yKpalleHusi, YTO HE MOIJI0O HE paJoBaTh MapKu3a, MOCTABUBIIETO COOCTBEHHBIE
MHTEPECHl HA BEJINKOTO KHA3.

— MHe yroniHo, Baiiie BbICOYE€CTBO, UTOOBI BBl BO BCEM MPU3HAJIHCH.

B nepByto munyty ExaTepuna oroporiesna ot nojgo0HOM HAarjIoCTH.

— Bpl ¢ yma comumu? — ¢ J00OMNBITCTBOM IOMHTEPECOBAACH OHA,
BIUISIBIBASACH B PACKPACHEBIIEECS JIMIO HE3BAHOTO TOCTS. — bENEeHOB 3a 3aBTPAKOM
o0bemuch? CMerana npokucia? Macio nporopkio? XKupot myuut? To-To MHE 1BET
BAaILIETO JIMIa HE HPABUTCA. MeEXAy MpOYMM, Bbl TOBOPHUTE C CYNPYIOW BEIMKOTO
KHS351.

— lloka cymnpyroid, — MHOTO3HAQUUTENBHO CcKa3an ToT. — Ho Bame
IIOJIOKEHHUE BIIOJIHE MOKET HM3MEHHUTHCA. VIMEHHO MO3TOMY s mpemiararo BaM He
TSAHYTb BpEMS U NIPU3HATHCA.

— B uem? —Exarepuna He0XHUJaHHO Pa3BECENTUIIACH.

— B u3mene oreuectBy M TalHOM croope ¢ bectyxeBbiM, — Jlonurans
OOJMYNTENBHO 3a/pajl JBOMHONW MSCUCTBIM MOA00pOAOK. MICKycCTBeHHBIE OyKIM HA
MMAPUKE OTTOIBIPUIIUCH.

— IlpaBo, Mapku3, Bbl cTaHOBUTECH 3a0aBHbI. HU cBeT, HU 3aps BpbIBaeTech B
MOM MOKOM U HAYMHAETE YrpoKaTh, 0OBUHS B 3aroBope. Jla kak Bbl cMeere!

— Cwmeto, Baille BBICOYECTBO, CMEI0, — OH MpUOIM3UiCcs K Hell. — Bropouewm,
OJIHO Balll€ CJIOBO, M UMIIEpATPHUIIAa HE Y3HAET O BallleM UCTUHHOM y4yactuu. — Hy?

Boitanyn ry0sl B TpyOouky. ExaTtepuHa Ope3riuBO OTOABUHYJACH. BBIrHATH
Obl ero, na He Bpems. CkaHJlan ceiyac COBEpIIEHHO HU K yeMy. OJHAaKO CTpaHHO
OBUIO 0XKHMJATh OT MapKu3a MoJ00HOM TIIYyIOCTH: HEY>KEIH OH TaK YBEPEH B peakluu
EnuzaBetsl, 4uTo pemmscs Ha Bomuromiee HapymeHue sTtuketa?! Ecmm Tak, TO
HEO0OXO0IMMO 3apyUnThCS MOAACPk KO nmnepaTpuibl. Ho kak?

— Ecim BBl paccuuThIBaeTe, YTO MMIEPATPULA 3aXOYET BAC BBICIYIIATH, TO
riy0oko ommubaeTech, Bamie BbicouecTBO. OHAa OYEHBb OMevyajeHa Ballled POJBIO B
JTOM JIEJIE.



Mapku3 nasHO yuuen, a ExareprHa He IIEBEINIIACh, MBICIIEHHO MPOKPYYUBast
BO3MOXKHBIN BapHaHT pa3BUTHsS coObITHHA. Brmpouem, Kak HU KpyTH, BBIXOJ OJHH.
Heobxonuma nuynas Bctpeda ¢ EnnzaBetoit. OnHako umneparpuia JeHCTBUTENBHO
HE CHENINJIA BCTPEYATHCS C BEJIMKOW KHATUHEM.

JIHu ciiarajauce B HEJENH, HEJEIH IPO3UIIM CTaTh MecsLlaMu OKuJanus. B nene
becryxeBa MO-pe)KHEMY HE  HaXOQWIOCh  BECKMX  JIOKA3aTENbCTB UL
OKOHYATEeJIbHOTO OOBuHeHHUs. EkarepuHa mnoxyzaena, MoOJeAHeNna, OAHAKO
IIOCTOSIHHAasi TpeBora 3a cBoe Oynylllee BecbMa OJIarOTBOPHO CKa3ajlach Ha €€
xapaktepe. CWIBHBIX — TPYJHOCTU JENAIOT €Il CUJIbHEE, CIabblX — JIOMAIoT.
Bomnpeku oxunanusaM, ExareprHa He oT4asiiach M HE NOTEpsiia MPUCYTCTBUS AyXa.
TaitHO OHa Jake yMyapuiach BCTYNUTh B niepenucky ¢ bectyxeBpiM. ToT coobmu,
YTO 3a 4ac 10 apecra YyCIeNl CKedb BEChb CBOM apXHWB M TENEPb OTKPOBEHHO
3a0aBisieTcsi, HaOMo1asl 3a PacTepPSHHOCTHIO Manaueil. Jleno pa3Banuioch, HE YCIIEB
Haudarbcsa. Tenepp MHOTOE 3aBUceno oT Exarepunsl. M oHa pemmiace.

B nauasne anpens, HE3a10AT0 A0 CBOMX MMEHMH, OHA ITOCHANA 3a TYXOBHUKOM
umneparpuipl. K ero mpuxomy Bce Obulo rotoBo. Benmukas KHATHMHS MeTajach B
Openy Ha mupokoi nocrenu. CiyTaHHbIE BJIa)KHbBIE BOJIOCHI BBIOMJIMCH W3-TIOJ1 YEMIIa,
O] TJla3aMU 3aJIerIM TEMHbIE TEHH, JIMLO Ka3aJloch MepTBeUKH OenbiM. W3 ropna
BBIPBIBAJINCH TSKEIIBIE XPUIIBI.

— A ymupato, — npocunena Exkarepuna. — McnoBenyite MeHs, CBITOU OTELL.

Tor pacrepsiHHO nmoBuHOBajics. Ho eaBa oH mpuOIM3HICS, BENUKAs KHATUHS
CXBaTHUJIA €ro 3a PYKY:

— IIpomry Bac, nonoxxure nMieparpuie. Mou qHu couteHsl. EquHCTBEHHOE, O
4eM s JKaJerw, TaKk 3TO TO, YTO HE IOJydy IPOUICHUS OT €€ HMIIEPATOPCKOro
BEJINYECTBA. Y MOJISIO BaC, yCTPOUTE Hally BCcTpedy. — TyT ee Iiia3a 3aKaTWINCh, U €
[TpackoBbs bproc, OpiBIIAs 0171, TOMPOCHIIA CBALICHHUKA YHTH:

— IlpocTture 3a OecrmokoicTBO, cBsTONH oTel. Benukas kHsaruHs OoNbHA U
Oooutcs yMmeperb 0e€3 MpHYAIICHHs, OJHAKO JOKTOpa YBEPSIIOT, YTO HEAYr HE
CMEpTEJICH U BCKOpE OHa MoieT Ha nmonpaBky. [lo cnoBam jeitd-meanka, IpUIUHON
CTOJIb TSDKEJIOM OOJIE3HM CTalld XOJIOAHBIM BO3AYyX M HEPBHOE HCTOIEHHE. MBI
HaJieeMcsl, YTO K YTpy €€ BBICOUECTBY OYJET Jydllle, HO Kak 3HaTh? Benb mokropa
CKJIOHHBI omnbarbesa. Bapyr ona neficTBuTenbHO ympeT? Benukas KHATHUHSA O4EHb
NIEPEKUBACT M3-3a OXJIAXKJICHHs, BO3ZHHUKIIETO MEXIy HEW W HUMIEPATpULICH, C
KaXKIbIM JHEM €€ COCTOSIHUE yXyAlaercs. Bot ecnu Obl nMIiepaTpuia CMEHUIIA THEB
Ha MWJIOCTb U cOrjlacuiiach Obl NpUHATh ExaTepruHy AJIEKCEEBHY. ..

Korma BcTpeBOKEHHBIN TyXOBHHUK yiuel, ExarepuHa pe3ko cena Ha MOCTENH,
JOBOJILHO yJbIOasch. PucoBas mypa ochlnanach ¢ pyMSIHBIX IIIEK.

— Hy, kax? —cnpocuna ona Auny bproc. — S 6b1a yoenurenbHa?

— Jlymato, oH noBepuii, —(pouipkHyna ¢peitnuna. — S u cama mpocie3unach,
yCIbIlIaB Bail ci1alblil ronoc. HUKTO He ocTancst Obl paBHOIYIIHBIM, YBUIEB TaKOe
OneHOe U MPEeKpacHOe JIHIIO. ..



— S crapanace! Haneroch, Mbl HCTIONB30BaJIM HE Bce Oenmmna u myapy? —
3aBosiHOBanack EkarepuHa. — Bo Bpems BCTpeun C HMMIEpaTpuUEd s JOJDKHA
BBITJISLIETh U3MOYKIEHHON U OJI€THOM.

— A BBI yBEpEHbI, YTO BCTPEUa COCTOUTCS ?

— OO0 3TOM MBI y3HaeM YyTpoMm, — ycMexHysach Exarepuna. — A ceifuac MHe
HY)KHO TMpOAYyMaTh, YTO MMEHHO 5 CKaxy wummeparpuie. YtoObl XOpoio
3alIUIIAThCS, HY’KHO YMETh BOBPEMSI HANIaJaTh.

Ve k nonyaHroo ExareprnHa 3Hana, 4YTO MCIyraHHas CJIOBAaMU CBSIICHHUKA
UMIIEpATpULla COTVIACWIIACh [JaTh AayJAUEHUWIO BEIUKOW KHIATWUHU. Ekatepune
HaJIeKajo NpuobITh B yOOpHYIo Enn3aBeThl K BOCBMU YacaM Beyepa.

— 3aMeuarenbHO, — BOCKJIMKHYJa ExarepuHa. — Jlydmiero mecrta u He
npuaymarb. OHa XOpomIO 3Haja 3Ty OIPOMHYI0 TEMHYK KoMHary. [lomympak
MO3BOJIUT CKPBITH CIHUIIKOM >KHUBOM OJIECK IJ1a3 U JINXOPaJA04HbIN pymsiHel. HemHoro
NyJIpbl, U BCE MOKAET, KaK M0 Maciy.

Korpa ona Bonuia, To eBa aepanach Ha HOrax OT BoJaHeHus. beccoHHas HOYb
nana o cebe 3HATH — U Oenuia HE MOHAJAOOMIUCH — BEJMKas KHSATHHS
JEUCTBUTEILHO BBITJISIACIA U3MOXKICHHON M OiieqHOM. 3a MHMpMON OHA YCIbIiaia
HIOpPOX M TOJIOC BEJIIMKOTIO KHsA3S, KOTOPBIM, HE CTECHSSACH, IEPErOBapUBAJICS C
Anexkcannpom [llyBanoBeiM. «CoOpanuch Tpymoeabl, — 3J0pagHO ToayMmaia
ExareprHa, — OCMOTPHUM €11e, KTO KOro».

M3-3a mmpmbl NOSIBUJIACh MOTPY3HEBLIAsA M PE3KO mocrapesiias Enusasera.
Benomuaun 6s1 gsas @puapux o «ra-akux MOUETYSX», VIS Ha 3Ty YMHUPAIOIIYIO
xeHumHy? MMnepaTtpuiia cena B CBOE JHOOMMOE, MPOJABIEHHOE IOJ €€ BECOM
Kpecjao, W HaJAMEHHO B3IVIsIHyJa Ha OJeAHylo, HO pewmuTenbHyro Ekarepuny.
OTkpblia OBUIO POT, YTOOBI HaUaTh OOJUUYHUTENBHYIO PEeUb, HO BEJIHMKAs KHITHUHS €
omnepeawna;

— Bame BenuuecTBO, yMOJISIIO Bac, BbICAymanTe! — OHa CTpEMHUTENBHO
pBaHyJach BIEpE[, ynajla Ha KOJEHH M IPOeXajach Ha IUIATBE II0 CKOJIB3KOMY,
HaTepToMy nony. Kak Ha ropke! — MenbkHyJa manbHas Mbiciab. — He 3Haro, yem 4
Bac mporHeBaja (1a yX Kak He 3HaTh-TO!), KTO HaAroBopwi Ha MeHsA (U 3TO
U3BECTHO!), HO YYBCTBYIO, UTO HABCET 1a JIMIIUIACH [JIABHOTO, 4TO Jiepayio B Poccun
— Baliei JIoOBU M POACTBEHHOTO pacnojoxeHus. be3 Bac — MHe ku3Hb 00JIbLIE
He wmwia! (CoMHUTENbHOE  yTBEpXKICHHE, HO, JIyMaercs, JODKHO IOMOYb.
HmnepaTpunia 000xaeT TpOMKHE CJI0Ba U MycThie mpu3Hanus.) [locemy mpoiy Bac
OTIYCTUTh MEHS K MaTepu — 3aMaliuBaThb I'PEXW M OIUIAKMBATH CBOIO CYyHAbOY.
(Crnprmrana Ob1 970 ceituac Moranna!). He qomoit, 100 g10M Moit 37€Ch, HO Ty/aa, TAE 5
CMOTY MOJIUTHCSI U BCIOMHHATH 0 Poccum.

Crne3pl cTpywsuch mo OnegHoMy juily. ['onoc Aposkas, HaOMHHAs TOJIOC
HECMPaBeJIMBO OOMKEHHOTO pedeHka. [[poxaire pyku oOHUMaIN OT€YHbIE KOJICHH
MMIIEPATPUILIBL.

EnuzaBera yauBunack HeoObI4HOM npock6e. [logymana HEMHOTO U OCTOPOKHO
crpocuia;



— Kak 51 00BsicHIO TBOIO OTIIpaBKY IpH JBOpE? — CIPOCHIIAa OHA yxe Oosee
MUPOII0OMBO. — TBOM yM LIEHAT MHOCTpaHHbIE AUILIOMAThl. OHU HE TMOWMYT, €CIH
VCYE3HEIb.

— Ckaxure, 4TO 5 IMEJIa HECYACThE HE MMOHPABUTHCS BalllEMy BEJIMYECTBY, —
ExaTeprHa BHOBb 3axJI€0HYJIaCh TOPHKUMU PhIIAaHUAMU. — Beap 310 AeicTBUTENBHO
Tak. SI 00Jiet0 OT TOrO, YTO YYyBCTBYIO Ballly HEMWJIOCTb. [ roroBa ymepeTh, 4TOOBI
BEPHYTH BAllle PACIIOJIOKEHUE.

— Ho kak Tl Oynems xuTh? — umMmmeparpuna B3sia Exatepuny 3a
noJ0OpPOJIOK M BHUMATENIBHO IOCMOTpena TOoM B ria3a. ExarepuHa 3axsonana
pECHULIAMH, CKpbIBasi BHE3AaIlHYIO 3JI0CTh. OHA €M NpO CMEPTh U TOMIICHHE IyXa
TOJIKYET, @ TOCYJapblHIO 3a00TAT JMIIb MEpKaHTWIbHBIE Bompockl! Xopoiuo,
MTOTOBOPHUM 00 ATOM:

— Kak u una 10 TOro, Kak Baile BeJIMYECTBO HU3BOJMIN MPUOIN3UTH MEHS K
cebe. — ExarepurHa xanoOHO BCXJIUIHYA.

— Xw... Hackonpko MHE M3BECTHO, TBOSI MaTh Oekana u3 goma. U Temepn
npoxuBaet B [laprke — rue3ae pasppara.

Kto 651 mpo pazBpat roBopu...

— OHa JeiCTBUTENBHO HaBJEKJa Ha ce0s T'HEB INPYCCKOrO0 KOpOJs CBOEH

mo60Bb0 K Poccun, — Beinmanuiia Exatepuna 3aydeHHble cioBa. Kpacuble cioBa.
MeHHO Te, KOTOphIE U MOIVIM B KOHEYHOM MTOIE IMEPEBECUTh Yallly BECOB B €€
MO0JIB3Y.

Hacrtynuna tumuna. EnnzaBera o61ymbiBaia cioBa IiieMsHHUIIBI, ExaTeprHa
nepeBoAMsia 1yX, O004Ch caenarb JullHee JABMKeHue. (OHa HUCKOJIBKO HE
COMHeEBaNack, 4To EnnzaBera HE pEIMTHCA OTHYCTUTh KEHY HACIEAHUKA MPECTOJIa
B pa3Hy3aaHHbIN [laprk, rie B JaHHBIA MOMEHT U NpokuBajia MloraHHa nog uMeHeM
repuoruiun OnpaeHOyprckoit. Jlo IletepOypra yxe MOIIIM CIyXH O €€ CIHUIIKOM
cBOOOAHOM TOBeneHUH. Becemas BoBa mpocaxuBana 4YyXKHE JEHBIHM, Beja
JI000BHYIO MEPENUCKY CO MHOTMMU BIIMSATEIbHBIMU TUIIaMU EBporibl U He 3a0biBaja
O CBOEM TIJIaBHOM YBJICUEHUHM — TMOJIUTHYECKUX HHTpUrax. OTIYCTUTHh BEIUKYIO
KHATHHIO K MaTEpHU — O3HAYaJIO Pa3AyTh MEXIYHAPOIHbBIM CKaHJa, B KOTOPOM POJb
POCCHUHCKON UMIIEPUN U POCCUICKON K€ TOCYJapbhiHU OyJeT BechMa HEMPUTIISITHOM.
HoranHa He MpOCTUIa CBOETO U3THAHUSA U3 CTPaHbI, YTO YK ToBOpuTh 0 Exarepune!
CaunikoM MHOTO OHA 3HaJla, CIUIIKOM TOpAOi M HE3aBUCUMOM ObLia, UTOOBI 1aTh el
MpaBo Ha 0The3N. A nanbiine yto? [Iyonuunsiii pazsoa? He ObiBath TOMY!

Emie coBceM HeIaBHO UEalbHBIM BBIXOJOM M3 MOAOOHOM CHUTyallMM Ka3ajcs
MOHACTBIpb — JJaBHEE U MPOBEPEHHOE pEIlICHUE JII0O0N U3 MpobdiieM NMpHU PYCCKOM
nsope. Ho 3a mocnenHue roasl MaJleHbKasi NMPUHLECCA YCIENa TaK MOCTaBUTh ce0s,
YTO €€ 3araJOyHOe MCUE3HOBEHHE MTHOBEHHO OBl BBI3BAJIO PA3rOBOPHI U MyOIMYHOE
ocyxnaenue. Hackonmpko 3apyOekHble TMOCIAHHUKH W JAWIJIOMATHl LIEHWIH YM H
JNAJbHOBUIHOCTh EKaTepuHbl, HACTONBKO MNPE3PUTEIBHO W OCYXKIAIOIIE OHU
OTHOCWJIMCh K 4eprymke. To-To OH 3aHepBHMYad, BOH, aaxe lllyBamoBa B
MOMOIITHUKY mpuBJiek. Jlypak psiooii! 'ocnionu, u 3a 9To eii Takoe Haka3zaHue?!



K Tomy e BMHA BENMKON KHSATHMHHU HE TO, YTO OBl HE JIOKa3aHa, OHA JaXe JI0
KOHIIA HE MOHSATHA: Mapa IPSA3HBIX HABETOB OT JIWII, Yb€ YYACTHE B HALIYMEBLIEM JIEJIE
Ka3aJ10Ch O4Y€Hb COMHUTEILHBIM. becTyxxeB Momuut. M Oyaer momdarh. AnpakcuH
COBCEM IUJIOX: TOTO W IJISIAW, TOMPET BO BpeMs cieacTBus. LIlyToBCTBO Kpyrom, a HeE
3aroBop.

EnuzaBeta mnpukpbLia riasza, 4YyBCTBYSA, Kak B TPyId MEIJCHHO pPacTeT
3HakoMasi 00sib. CKOpo coBceM HedeM OyaeT awimarh. CeroaHs Jeid-MeauKk J0Jro
CHylIlaj, Kak ObeTCsl €ée U3MYUYEHHOE U COBCEM ellle He cTapoe cepatie. [1noxo ObeTcs.
Cxopo ocranoBuTcs. ['ocrioqu, kak He xouercs ymupaTts! W moyemy eit Tak mo3gHO
nocTanachk BiacTh? ExaTepuHe mose3er OoJbIle: OHA B30MIET Ha TPOH MoJiofoi. B
Ceple KOJIbHYJIO, TOTOM €IIIE.

BboirpHo!

— Bcranbp, auts moe, — HakoHel nporoBopuwia EnnzaBeta. — Cne3pl —
EIMHCTBEHHOE JKEHCKOE 00TaTCTBO, HE CTOUT pacToyaTh UX moHampacHy. OcoOeHHO
3aeck. TBos rnmaBHas Oena B ropzsiHe. MHornma aymaro, He OONUT nu y TeOs 1es,
HACTOJBKO BBICOKO JEPKHIIb ToJIOBY. Tebe Tak TPyIHO CKIOHUTHCA MEPE] CBOEH

rOCy/AapbIHEN?

— Bame BennuectBo, — BCKUHYyJach Exkarepuna. — S HUKorzaa He...

— Huxkoraa He roBopM HHMKOrja, — OJEpHyJa ee umneparpuua. — KM He
OKaXKEIIbCS 3aJI0KHUIICH MYCThIX 00CIaHnuM.

— IIpoctute, — ExarepuHa BHOBb pyXHyJjia Ha KOJIEHU, CTAPAACh BBIIABUTH
U3 ceOs HOBYIO TMOPIMIO CJie3, KOTOpas CIpPaBEIJMBOCTH pajid, BbIJABIMBAIACh
HAMHOTO TpyAHEW, dyem mnepBas. — [lo rynoctd cBOe W HEJOMBICIHIO HE

pasymerna, 4To JeJaro.

— He no rnynoct, a no 3m06e cBoei, — BBITJISAHYI U3-3a mupmbl [letp. — U
no ynpssmMctBy. CocBaTtanu MHe xeHy! 3nbians!

Exarepuna nocnana OTBETHBIA, YHUUMKUTEIIbHBIN B3TJIS:

— Jla, s 3;ma! S 371a m Bcerma Oyay 3701 € TeMH, KTO HECTIPABEIIIMBO CO MHOM
oOpamaercsi! C takum, kak Bbl! Jla, s ¢ BaMu ynpsaMa ¢ Tex mop, Kak yoeaumnach, 4To
BCE PAaBHO HE BBIMIPACllb, yCTyIas BallMM HU3MEHHBIM NPHUXOTSIM, HaIlPaBIECHHBIM
Ha paspyllIeHHE IOCyJapCTBa poccuiickoro. — EM, HakoHel, yAaJoCh NOCTaTh U3
IIOTAHOrO0 KapMmaHa JIyKOBHUIlYy, 3aBEpHYTYIO B IIATOK. Cie3bl MOTEKIM C HOBOMU
cuioil. — U ynpsiMa s 0T 4yBCcTBa O€CCHIINS, BbI3bIBAEMOE Balllell HEHABUCTBIO. . .

— Bort BuauTe, Baiie BenuyecTBO! — TOp:KECTBYIOIIE BOCKIMKHYI [leTtp. —
A xe Bam roBopuin! Y mapku3 Jlonutans...
— A uro Mapku3 Jlonurane? — Hapylmuia MOJYaHHE UMIIepaTpulia. —

Menkuii UHTpUTaH, MEJIKHIA IIIUOH, MEJIKUiL... kaBajiep. OH BECh KaKOW-TO MEJIKHI
U cknu3kui. Yenosek ¢ notanHbM JHOM. K TOMy ke HEe yMEroIui OTBEYaTh 3a CBOU
cnoBa. He nanee, kak Hepenmto Ha3a[ MapKu3 YBEpsI MEHS, YTO cOOpajl JOCTaTOUHOE
KOJIMYECTBO JIOKA3aTEeNbCTB, B TOJHOW Mepe OOJMYAIOIIMX BETUKYI KHSTHHIO.
OpHako HM OJHO U3 HUX MHE HE IMMOKa3aJIoCh BECOMbIM. BOH 3TH J0Ka3arenbcTBa, B
Ta3y Jexar. 3aBTpa Ha pacTONKY IMyLLy.

[Tetp moGnennen, moHMUMas!, YTO BMEIIAJICA HE B CaMblid y/Ta4YHbIA MOMEHT.



— BaMm CcTOUT TOJIBKO €€ AONPOCUTH, M BbI IOMMETE, YTO MapKU3 ObLIT TIPaB, —
MCTEPUYHO BBIKPUKHYII YEPTYIIIKA U TONMHYJI HOroil. — Jlonpocure ee!

— Jla? — ¢ unTepecom mpotaHyna EmuzaBera. — Hy, xopomo. Konu Tb1
HacTtauBaelb. Jlompomry co Bceil crporocthio. OTBeuail, cocTosuia JU Thl B
MPECTYIHBIX CHOLIEHUSIX C KaHIIepoM becTykeBbIM 1 ANIpakCUHBIM?

— Her, — motHyna rosmosoit Exarepuna.

— Ilucana nmu TeI ApakCUHyY IPyTrUe NUCbMa, KpOME TE€X, KOTOPBhIE HAXOISTCS
B JieJie?

— Her.

— Jlymana 5 Tbl 00 U3MEHE roCyJ1IapCTBY POCCUHUCKOMY?

— Her!

— Hy, a ecnu s ceifuac mpukaxy mnbiTaTh becTykeBa? — ummneparpuia c
HACKOKa Iepelnia K TpsIMbIM YTPO3aM.

— IlpiTaiite, — mnoxana miedyamMu Exatepuna. — MHe Hedyero OOsThCS.
[ToMbICTBI UHUCTBI, BEpa KPEMKa, TaK K€, KaK 1 HaJIeK/1a Ha Bally CIPABEIUBOCTb.

MmMneparpuna 10BOJIBHO NTOBEpHYNack K [leTpy:

— Bort Bugumis, a 10kazarenbCTB-TO HET!

— Bame Benu4ecTBO... — BHOBb 3axJIEOHYJCS 4YepTyIIKa OOMKEHHBIM
Bu3roM. Hy, Touno nopoceHok Ha 0oitHe. — Terymika! KisiHych, 4TO OHa BUHOBHA.
JlaiiTe TonbKO BpeMs, Mbl JokaxeM. OHa ¢ becTykeBbiM cHomieHus umena? Mmena!
Anpakcuny nucbma nucana? Ilucana! C aHrmiickuM JBOPOM TailHO MEpPEroBOPHI
Bena? Bena? PeGenka ponuna? Ponunal

— Tak Beap ot Teds poawsa, — yrposxaroiie npotsHyia EnuzaBera. —
3a6b1? Uyxkoro npusHan? A dero npuszHai-to? Mnm Tak morpsiz B KyTekax, 4TO
ocTaBuJI O6€3 CIPOCy MOero ee moctenb? J[ymaenip, s He 3HaI0 0 TBOUX Aenumkax? O
JIEBKE TBOEH psi0OI M KPUBOI, O pa3roBopax mbsiHBIX? Ha TeOst 3a0aBbl paay TalHbII
apxuB noka3ats? Mory! Anekcanap Bacunsnu, — oOpatunace ona k llyBanoBy. —
Jla Tl BBIMOM W3 TEHU-TO, HE cTecHsicsa! PasroBop y Hac aoMaliHuii, MOKHO
CKa3zaTh, 4TO ceMeiHbIii. CKphIBaTh 0T TeOst Heuero! Bee, kak Ha MyXy pacCKaxeM H
mnokaxxkeM. Taxk kak, Ilerenbka? Pacckaxem?

[lerp 3aTpaBieHHO O3UpaJCH.

— UYto no croponam B3rJsiioM mmapuiinb? CoBecth norepsii? Yects 1mo3adpLia?
TyT He uuwm: 371€ch TBOMX JOCTOMHCTB HET, U HUKOTJAa He Obu10. ThI Tyulie y ceds B
CBUHApPHUKE MOUIIH, Ja MOJ )KEHCKUMH 100KaMu TJisiHb. Bipyr oteiiercs. Bot Beapb
KaK J1e10 00epHysoch, [leTeHbka: Ha *eHy MOKJIeN U XyJy BO3BOJUTH MEPBbIH, a Kak
caMoMy 3a ceOsi OTBETUTh, OTBaru He xBaTaeT. O6a xopomm! — oHa B cepiuax
CIUTIOHYJIAa Ha TIOJ W pacTepiia KaOJlykoM, HAllOMHUB ropsuuii HOpoB I[lerpa
Bemukoro. — Benb Bam 000MM TIpeCTO OCTaBIISAIO, HANESICh HA pa3yM. TOJBKO TE K
OH, Pa3yM-TO?

Ekareprna ynopHo cmoTpena B 1MOJ. YepTyllika, HAnmpOTUB, 3acCIbIIIAB
IIOCJIEAHUE CJI0BA, 3aKPYTUJIICS FOJIOU:

— Pa3ywm, terymika, npu cebe. Mbl 00 rocynapcTBe AeHb U HOYb AyMaeM, Iia3
He cMmbikaeM. A bectyxea B Cubups! A, terymka? Xopomio xe Oyner? Tak? —c



Hazexaon oH obOpatwics k IllyBanoBy. OmHaKO0 HAYaJIbHUK TAaWHOTO OTACIICHUS
XpaHWJI MOJIYaHHWE, B3BEUIMBAs BCE <«3a» W <«IpoTUB». EkarepuHa mnonmMana
BHUMATEJBHBIN OLICHUBAIOIINI B3IJIs]T — 3aHO3a, a He B3rIsd. M BiepBbIe HE OTBENIA
rJa3, OIIyIasi, KaK KyJ1a-TO UCIAPSIETCs MHOTOJIETHUM CTPAX, OYUILAS TYLIy U CUJIBIL.
Hey:xenu, BeinmyTanacey?

— Bece! i ycramal — Bapyr nmomopuimiach OT HOBOTO MpUCTyma 00U
EnnzaBera. — Ilogute BCe BOH. Buaerb Hukoro He mory. — M TOnbKO Korma
IJIEMSIHHULIA CTOsUIa B JBEPsX, npukazana: — Kars! A te6s s mompoiry ocrarbes!

ExareprHa NOKOPHO 3acThula, OKKJas. MTHOBEHUS, MTHOBEHHSI, MTHOBEHUS.

— Tlomoiiau!

Kak cnoxno ganuch 3ty maru! Kak ctpamHo BApyr ctayio 3a cels: 4To enle
BBIKMHET POCCHICKast caMoiepkuiia?!

— IlocmoTpu Ha MeHs1, — npowenTana Ennsasera. — f nymy TBOIO y3HAaTh
xouy. ExarepuHa CIIOKOMHO M OTKPBITO B3IJIAHYJA HA rOCyAapbiHIO. — Wb T, —
npoOopmoTana OHa. — XHWIIHBIA 3BEph, JAa U ToJbKO. He mait Oor, ocrmaOumib
BHUMAaHHE, OOMaHENIbCS CJe3aMU W TMOKOPHOCTHIO, BMUT TPBITHET W PacTep3aecT.
[Moiinyt kiouku mo 3akoynoukam. [Ipasa s, Kata? Momuu! OTBeta Bce paBHO He
*Kay. Jla 1 HE Hy»)€H OH — M Tak Bce sICHO. Ho Ha MOM KJIOYKM HE pacCUMThIBAH,
noHsya? Pano Tebe Ha MHe 3yObl mpoboBaTh. Jpyrux umu. KuBoe msico Bcerna
HalgeTcs. A TOpIBIHIO CMUPH, CJIBIIIHIID?

— Jla, Baiie BenuuecTBO, — EkarepuHa ynpsiMo CKJIOHUJIA TOJIOBY, IPHUCEB B
LIEPEMOHUAIIBHOM PEBEPAHCE.

— beicTpo yuumibcs, — ¢ HENOHATHBIM YyBaXXE€HHWEM IpoOopMoTasa
EnnzaBera. — byzuer ToJik.

Y naBepeit omoumBanibHM EnuzaBeThl ToMwWIicS JNeiO-menmk. B kpecre
BOJILI'OTHO packunyiics llysanos.

— MHe kaxercsi, ee BEJIMYECTBO HE OYEHb XOpOIIO ce0s YyBCTBYIOT, —
pemTenbHO TpousHecna Exarepuna. JleitO-mMeauk MCHyraHHO axHyJ, BCILJIECHYB
TOJICTEHBKUMU PYYKaMHU, U PUHYJICS B IAPCKUE TTOKOMU.

— BpBI 3Haere, 4yTO B MOCIEIHEE BpEMs HUMIIEPATPULly TEP3aeT CTPAHHOE
cyeBepue? OHa OOUTCS CMOTpEeTh B 3epkayia. M KaxIyil0 HOYb CIIUT B HOBOM
nocrenu, — JeHuBo npotanya lllysanos, He nogHUMAasAChH U3 kpecen. — [Ipucsaapre,
Ballie BbicouecTBO. OTAOXHUTE Moche Tsxkenon 6ecebl. B Horax npasjabl HET.

Exarepuna ycrpounnach mojyjie Hero, ¢ J00OMBITCTBOM OXKHJas MPOI0KEHHUS
pasroBopa. lllyBanoB He 0OMaHy1 0KUAAHUS.

— 4 cerogHs cnpocHsl €€ HMIEPATOPCKOE BEJIMYECTBO, YTO MMEHHO OHa
OIacaeTcs YBUAETb BMECTO CBOETO OTPAKECHMUS.

— CobcTBennyto cMepTh. Tak oHa Bam ckazaia?

— Orkyna Bel 3HaeTe? —yauBuics Lllysanos.

— S cuplmana o mNpencKka3aHuM, KOTOPOE €IIe€ B IOHBIE TOAbI CHAETIAIU
Enuzasere IlerpoBHe. ['aganka ckas3ana, 4To OHA YBUAUT CBOKO CMEPTh B 3EPKAJIE.
Tounee, oHa y3puT camy ce0si — TOJIBKO IOHYIO U IPEKPACHYI0, KaKoi ObLIa, KOrja B
Hee Bimooucs rocyaaps. [etp Il.



— Bbl 1 00 3T0il pOMaHTUYECKON MCTOPUU HACIHBIIMIAHBI? — YCMEXHYJICS
[lyBanoB. — IloxBasibHO. 3HAYUT, BaM HPaBATCA JBOPLIOBbIE TallHBI. Y Hac ¢ BaMH
MHOTO o6Omiero, ExarepuHa AnekceeBHa, Mbl 00a JOOWM TailHBI, W TEPIETh HE
MO’KEM TJTYTIOCTH M KOCHOSI3bIUMA. A CETOJHS UX ObLIO MPEAOCTATOYHO.

— Yro ¢ bectyxeBbiM?

— A uro mMoxeT ObITh ¢ becTyxeBbiM? CTapplii JMC MHOTHUX MEPEKUBET.
becryxxeB Momuut. [loka eme ynpibaeTcs, HO yKe HE Tak yBepeH B ce0e. Y Hallero
JieJla BCEro JIMIIb JIBa BEPOSITHBIX paspelleHus: aubo ¢ becrykeBa CHUMYT Bce
0OBHMHEHUS, TUOO COLLIIOT B MOYETHYIO CChUIKY. /lymaro, B 01HO u3 ero umenuii. Ho
KaKoe-TO BpeMs CTapHUKYy €llle NpUIeTCs NOOBITh Mo apecToM. YTo ke KacaeTcs Bac,
TO MOJKETE OBITh CIIOKOMHBI: UMIIEPATPULIA /1ajla ICHO MHE MOHSTh, YTO Bbl HU B YEM
HE BUHOBATHI. /[a s ¥ Tak 3TO 3HAIL.

— Orkyna? — ExarepuHa packuHynach B MSTKHX KpeciiaxX, OJlaKeHHO
BBITSIHYJIa HOTH, OOJIEBIINE OT BHICOKMX KaOJTyKOB.

— Mmue 1 He 3HaTh, Kak JAenaroTcs 3aroBopbl B Poccun?! — paccmesuics
[ITyBanoB. — bepemb HEMHOIO 4EJIOBEYECKUX CTPACTEN M JKEJIAHWW, 3aMEIINBACIIb
UX Ha MHTPUTAX U YYXKHUX LEJAX, J00aBJsIellb Mapy UCHOJHUTENEH, Aaellb HyKHOE
HaIlpaBJICHUE MBICIM — M BCE, 3aroBop roros. IIpuaer Bpems, €ro CTOUT
XOPOLIEHBKO MOJOIPETh U YK€ MOJAaBaTh OPSAYUM K UMIIEPATOPCKOMY CTONY. J{aOsbl
BCE€ OLICHWJIM MAaCTEPCTBO UCIIOJIHEHHUS.

— Tak nipocTo?

[IlyBanoB CI0BHO HEB3Hauall KOCHYyJCS pyku Exarepumnbl. OHa B3ApOrHyIa,
BJIPYT IIOYYBCTBOBAB BJIICUCHUE K 3TOMY CTPAIIHOMY YEJIOBEKY.

— VYBepso Bac, Ballle BBICOYECTBO, OTHIOAb HE TaK IIPOCTO, KAK KaKeTCs Ha
NEepBbI B34, JIFOAM CKJIOHHBI BBIXOJUTH M3-TI0J Ball€ro KOHTPOJIA, COBEPIIATH
HE3aIllJIJaHUPOBaHHBIE TIIYNOCTH, HAaKOHEI, OHHM JIOOAT MpPOTrOBapHUBATHCS, MPENKIE
BPEMEHHU PACKphIBas BAIll BEJIMKOJICITHBII 3aMbIce. ENMMHCTBEHHAs HA HUX YIpaBa —
CTpax.

— Ho crpax poxnaer HeHaBUCTh, — BO3paswia ExarepnHa, 4yBCTBYsI, Kak
pyka IlllyBanoBa ocTOpoXHO 3abupaeTcs el B KOpcaXK, THCKas MBIIHYI0 TPydb. 3a
JBEPBI0 BCKPHUKHYJIA-BCXJIMIIHYJA ymuparomas umneparpuua. lllyBanos kuBHy: B
CTOPOHY UMIIEPATOPCKUX IMOKOEB!

— Tak BaM HyxHa J11000Bb? 3aueM? JI[F0O0OBb — MHUMOJIETHA, HCHABUCTh —
HazexHa. JIto00Bb 10100HA c1abUTEILHOMY, HEHaBUCTh, HAIPOTUB, IPUJAET CUIIBI U
BCEJISIET YBEpPEHHOCTh. be3 HeHaBuctu, ExatepuHa AjekceeBHa, HE MOXKET OBITh
BJacTU. B3risHuUTE HAa MMIEpaTpully, BCe CBOE LIApCTBOBAaHME OHA Oblja yBEpeHa B
TOM, YTO MOJAJIAaHHBIE 000XKAIOT CBOIO TocyaapbiHIO. Korma-to 310 JeHCTBUTENHHO
obuto Tak. Hy, u Kyna ee, cipammBaeTcsi, 3aBejia 3Ta MHUMas 11000Bb? OHa mpuBena
ee o0patHO K cTpaxy. M3 cTpaxa yxe HeT Beixojaa. Kaxkayto HOUb OHA CIIUT B Apyrou
MOCTEIM, MEHSAET KOMHAThl, CBOJS C yMa (GpeilyiuH U mpouux ciayr. B kaxmom eit
BUJUTCS Bpar U HaeMHbIH yOuiina. XoTs KOMy OHa HYy)XHa, Kpome ce0sa? YBBHI,
EnuzaBera [leTpoBHa He MOHUMAET, YTO ee yOuiilla — oHa cama. 1’0 3a roJjoM OHa
yOuBana cebs, a KOrja mpuIlUla paciuiata, pelinia NepeoKuTh BUHY Ha JPYTHX.



Byns BBI cmabee, To cumenu ObI ceiiyac B KaMepe Mo coceACTBY ¢ becTykeBbiM, cTaB
TJIaBHOM y4yaCTHHIIEH 3aroBopa. B Bac ecTh Bce, 4TOOBI MMIEpaTpHila BOSHEHABU/ IEA
CBOIO 00po2ylo  nieMAHHUYy 10 KOHIA JHEH. MOJOJOCTh, KpacoTa, YM H
pemmrenbHOCTh. Ho camoe riiaBHOe — y Bac €cTh BpeMs. A y HEe TOJIBKO MPU3PAK
CMEpPTH B 3€pKaje.

— He 3nHana, 4to BbI Tako# ¢unocod, — Exareprna 6opojiach MEXIy JIBYMS
JKenaHusMu — yOexath uiau otaatbes lllyBamoBy npsiMo 31ech, mepea crajabHen
EnuzaBeTrl.

— JlomKHOCTB, 3HaeTe Ju, 00s13piBacT, — LllyBanoB HaKJIOHWIICS K HEH COBCEM
Omu3ko. — Tak 0 yem Mbl, TO OMLIL? AX, 1a — 0 3aroBopax. Opranusanus 3aroBopa
— JIeJ0 yBJIEKaTeJIbHOE. YBEpPEH, UYTO KOrja Bbl MOIpodyere, BaM 00s3aTENIbHO
MOHPABUTCS MOW JW4HBINA penent. M Benp oOs3arensHO mompoOyere! Kynma x B
Poccun 6e3 3aroBopoB?! Pycckuit Hapo MOOUT XOPOILINil KpEeNKUid KHYT U CIaKHA
MSATKUN TpstHUK. [IpsHUK naBaiiTe Kak MOXHO peke, 4TOObl BKYC HE OTOUTH, a
KHYTOM yTOIIaiiTe OT QyIId — UM TOJBKO Ha MOJib3y OyaeT. M BOT elmie 4To, Bale
BBICOYECTBO... XOUYETCs JaTh BaM €Ill€ OJANH BaXKHBIN COBET: YTOOBI 3arOBOP yaics,
BbIOMpaiiTe ppIOKyY MOKpyMHEE, 60Jble HyMy Oyner. XOTUTe, MOACKaXY?

Exarepuna o6sin3Hyna ryosl. lllyBanoB 3auapoBaHHO CMOTpEJ Ha €€ BJIAXHBIN
IPU3BIBHBIN POT.

— Anexcanap BacunbseBud, 3Ta ppiOKa MEHsI HEe UHTepecyeT. bolibHO MenKast 1
psbast. Ecau s u penryces korna-HuOyAb HCIpoOOBaTh Balll pELEnT, TO Hailly Apyroro
Kapacsl.

— U kakoro? —ero ry0bl KOCHYJIUCh TEIUIOTO pPTa.

— Bac.

— Bbl xopomast  yuenuna, — omoOputenbHo oro3Baics lllyeamoB. — A
Tenepb MOCMOTPHUM, CITIOCOOHBI JIU BBl YCBOUTH MHBIE YPOKH.

B onouuBanbHe rocygapbIHH MOCIBIIIAICS 3BYK Pa30MBILErocs 3epKaja.

I'JIABA 10.

Ecnu Exatepuna ene 1 coMHeBajaach B CBOeH 1MoOeie, BB OT TOCYIapbIHHU,
TO yX€ 4Yepe3 JBa JHsA yOeawiach B CBOEM IIOJHOM U O€30rOBOPOYHOM YCIIEXE.
OOBHHEHMSI OBLIN CHATHI, MApKU3 JlonuTaIh OCpamIIEH.

[lox TeM  wWIM  WHBIM  [OPEUIOTOM  NPUIABOPHBIE  CTPEMUIIKCH
3aCBUETEIBCTBOBATH €11 CBOE IIOYTCHUE U BEPHOCT.

Bennkas KHATHHS TOJIBKO OCMEUBANIACH:

— O BpemeHa, o Hpasbl!

OpHako ToOciae HEZoJAroro Tpuymda CHOBAa HACTyNWIa 4epHas Iojoca.
CHavana B Ilapmxke cxkoHuanace MoranHa-Enn3aBera, OCTaBUB MOJYMHJIJIMOHHBINA
JONIr, KOTOpbIM Enm3aBera, myCcTh M HE cpasy, HO Bce ke omarwia. Exarepuna
omacajach IpPyroro. TOro, 4TO IEpPENHCKa €€ MaTepu NONaJeT B YyKUE PYKU U
CTaHET JTOCTOSIHUEM IIACHOCTU. OHAKO ¢ MOMOUIBIO BEPHBIX JIPY3€H 3TOr0 yJIajaocCh
n30eXaTh. ONAcCHBIN apXUB ObLT COXOKEH.



EnBa Benukas KHSATWHS MpUIJIa B ce0sl MOCJIE MOTEPH, MOCIeI0BaIa BTOPAs.
He mpoxuB u nonyrona, ymepna €€ 104b, B KOTOPOM BEIMKAs KHATUHS TyIIU HE
yasuia. Bo Bpemsi orneBanus Iletp He CKpbIBaax OTKPOBEHHOTO 3JI0PAJCTBa.
HaxyioHuBIIKUCH K yXY KEHBI, C HACIAXKAECHUEM TPOLIEIITAIL:

— DOto0 Tebe 3a pacnyTcTBO, 3Mest! Hedero 6actapaoB mioauTh.

CkBo3b mesneHy cie3 ExarepuHa ¢ HEHAaBUCTBIO MOCMOTpEa Ha €ro psidooe
JIMLIO, HO €JI€ cliepkajach — npoMondaia. OqHaKo UCKPEHHIOK PaJoCTh YEPTYIIKU
3allOMHUJIA.

IToToM cocumnTaroTcs.

WX OTHOWIEHHS CTPEMUTENBHO yXyawanuch.: Ilerp He oxupan, 4ro €ero
Cympyra C TakOW JErKOCThIO BBIIMYTAETCA U3 CO3MABLIETOCS TMOJOXKEHUS W,
npeaBKylIas, ee CKopoe najeHue, onpomeTunBo noodeman Ennzasere BopoHniosoii
MMIEPATOPCKYK0 KOpPOHY. JIHM 1uin, mojoxeHne ExaTepuHbl yKpemsiioch, U O
pa3Bojie He MO0 ObITh W peud. lleTp HEpBHWYAN W coBepIIan TIAYMOCTH 3a
[JIYNOCTHIO. Y CIIBIIIAB MPUJIBOPHBIE CIUICTHU, EKaTepruHa CHadaia HE MOBEpUIA. HE
MOXET BEJIMKUN KHSI3b IIIIMUOHUTH B MOJIb3y AHIIINH, J1a €11I€ CTOJb OTKPbITO. OnHAKO
dakt octaBancs (akrom: Ilerp demopoBwd HAXOAWIT KAKOE-TO W3BPAIICHHOE
yIOBOJBCTBUE B TOM, YTO CHA0aJjl aHTJUHUCKUMA JUIIOMAaTOB TallHBIMU CBEJICHUSIMU
Y TIOJTyYaJ 3a 3TO HEIJIOXHUE ICHBIH.

ExarepuHa, KOTOpas Takke HaXOJWJIACh B CTECHEHHOM I0JI0KEHUH, IOHAYATTy
NbITajgachk IMOTOBOPUTH C YEPTYWIKOM: MOMAYT CIyXW, He oTMoewbes. OmHako
nbsHbIN [leTp keHy ciymaTe He CTall, C KPUKOM BBITHAJ U3 KOMHAT, 1aB ITOLIEYUHY B
npucyrctBur BoponmoBoii. I 3to Exarepuna 3amomHuia, gaB cede oOemniaHue
OTOMCTHUT.

HenaBucte B ee aylie CTaHOBHJIACH BCE OCTpee, OJHAKO 3aMelnaHa Oblia,
CKOpee, Ha pa3ymMe HEXEJIM Ha 4YyBCTBax. ECIM HECKOJIBKO JieT Ha3an ExkarepuHa
JlyMaJjia O BO3MOYKHOW CMEPTHU YEPTYLIKHU C TOJIUKOW CTpaxa v COKAJIICHUS, TO TEIEPh
OHAa MOHMMAJA. YEM CKOpPEE OH IPEACTABUTCS MOCJE BOCHWIECTBUSA HA MPECTOJI, TEM
Oyzaer myuiie st BceX. B 3TOT MOMEHT elf BCTOMHUHAJICS CITy4ail Ha apCKOoi McapHe,
KOT/Ia OJJHA W3 TOHYMX HEOXXHIaHHO B3Oecwiach. He Tepss BpeMeHH, ereph CXOIul
3a py’bEM U NPUCTPEIIUJI TICA.

3aMeTUB JKAJIOCTIIMBBINA B3IJIAJl BEJIUMKOW KHSATWMHU, OKa3aBILUEHCS PSAIOM, OH
HEBO3MYTHUMO OOBSICHUIL:

— belenbIx cobak mpUCTPENUBAIOT, HE MPaB/A JIU?

Tak u TyT. [letp ObLT1 OemIeHOM cOOAKOM, U €ro CTOMJIO MPUCTPEIUTh. Bompoc
JUIIb B TOM, KTO 3TO M Korjaa cnaenaer. EkaTtepuHa oOrsplBajlach B MOMCKAX
BO3MOYKHOTO MCITOJIHUTEIISI, HO TIOKA HE HaXOAuJo. A Bpems mojpxumano. Enuszasery
cpasui eme OuH yaap, ¥ JeHO-MeIuK MPeaynpeni, YTO CICIYIONTUNH MOXKET CTaTh
nocneauuM. Iletp mpuoOoapwics M mpukasanl MHUTh cede mapagHyr Gopmy.
Exarepuna, HanpoTUB, onievyaanIach ¥ BHOBb 33[yMaiach O CBOEM OYIyIIIEeM.

[Tocne otpe3na IlonsroBckoro EkarepwHe cTamo BO ABOpPIE OCOOEHHO
TOCKIMBO. HU OMH M3 MyXYWH OpU PYCCKOM JBOPE HE MOI €ro 3aME€HHUTh, a CO
CMEPTHIO JT0Yepu O0OpBaJIach TMOCIEAHSS HUTOYKA, coequHsBIIas ux. JItoOOBb He



BBIJIEpKaJIa IIPOBEPKM DPA3ilyKOM, XOTA MHOraa ExarepuHa aymana, 4TO 4yBCTBa
oKazanuch OeccunbHbl mepen nonuTHkoi. Cynpba mnpenoanecna CraHucIaBy
HEOKUJAHHBIN CIOpIpHU3: Ojarojapss MHTPUTaM €ro OMKaWIIMX PpPOJACTBEHHUKOB
KHsA3eu Yapropelickux, y IIOHATOBCKOrO MOSIBUIICS IIAHC 3aHATH MOJBCKUN MPECTOI.
Ho nnst atoro emy ObUI0O HEOOXOAMMO BBITOJHO YKEHUTHCS HA 3HATHOM IMOJISYKE.
CraHucnaB He HaAUIEN HUYErO0 YMHEE, KaK MCIPOCUTHh Ha TO MO3BOJICHHS y BEJIUKOM
kasruau. [leckarb, mpoctu, marymka! TeOs mo0mt0 mo-mpexxkHeMmy, HO, cama
BUJIUIIIb, 0OCTOSITEILCTBA TPEOYIOT. ..

— W3 rpsi3u B KHA3M, — NIPOKOMMEHTHpOBAJIa EKaTeprHa CEKPETHYIO ACTENry
BCIIlyX. — Brpodem, Mbl ¢ HUM H3 OJHOrO TecTa cAenaHbl. Tak 4TO CyauTh €ro,
pe3oHa Het. [lycTh jkeHHTCs, y MEHS-TO corjlacusi Ha 4To crpammBaTh? [la ecnu u
3alpeTuTh, 4To n3MeHuTcs?! Bee paBHo obBenuaercs. [Ipecton nopoxe.

OtBetr ExaTtepunbl ObUT XOJIOJIEH W B Mepy AUIUIOMaTH4eH: «MHe ocTaercs
JMIIb NPENOCTABUTh Ballle JI€JI0 CBOEH Y4YacTH. S 3aKkpbIBaro Iiaza Ha MOCIJIEICTBUS
ero, 6or BaMm cyapsi. B mepByro ouepenb KOpoJib JODKEH 3a00THTHCS O CBOHMX
NOAJAHHBIX, W TOJBKO IOTOM O CBOEM CYacThe. S MOJbIIEHA TeM, YTO Balle
BEJIMYECTBO JOCTATOYHO PACHO3HAIM OECKOPBICTHE TOrO, 4YTO s KOTAA-TO AJIS Bac
cienana, ¥ HAACKCh, YTO B OyAyllleM Halld OTHOLIEHUS OyayT TakUMH K€
JPYXECTBEHHbIMU U 100pococeackuMu. [ToMHUTE, YTO 51 HUKOTAA HE TPUMEHIO CUITY
POTUB TeX, Koro Joomto». [locneanue nBa ciosa Exkarepuna, mogymMmaB, BeIMapaia U
MPUIKCAJIa — IPOTUB TEX, KTO HE NMPUMEHSIET KO MHE CHJTy». 3aleyaTaB IMHChMO,
OHO [JOJNr0 CHUZENa, HE JBUTrasch, IJAAA Ha IUladyllee Iulams cBeud. Bokpyr
KPYKUJIUCh BOCIIOMUHAHUS, [1a/1aJI B OTOHb U TYT K€ CTOPaJIH.

— Uro xe 1bl Hagenan, CranuciaB? Kak Tl mMor 3a0biTh MeHS? Kak Tbl
nocMen NOKUHYTh MeHs? CTpaHHO, MBI 00a JKa)XIalli BJIaCTH, M XOTEIU €€ pa3eInTh
JIpyr ¢ APYrom, HO Thl MOJY4HJI ee nepBbIM. U 51 crana Tebe He HykHa. BoT ToIBKO
cymeeurb i ynepxkatb? He omycrsrcs naum pyku? EnuHoxael mpenas, Oyzemib
npenaBaTh CHOBa M cHOBA. [Ipomaii!

OpHako mociie B aylie YTo-TO HaJJIOMUI0ch. Ha cMeHy MOJIOJOCTH HEXKIAHHO,
HE3BAaHO MNPHUIIIN 3PENOCThb, TOpbKasg MyApPOCTh W Iedanb. bosib B cepaue cuaena
KpOBOTOYAIllEH 3aHO30M, WU 4YTOOBI BBDKWTH, EKarepuHa mpenanach 0Oe3yaeprKHOMN
ctpacti. KnmMH kiIMHOM BBIIIMOAIOT, CKa3ayia oHa, BcTpeTuB CranucnaBa. Tenepb
KJIMHOM CTaldu AECATKHM MAJIO3HAKOMBIX MY>KYHMH, MOCIYIIHO MApUIUPYIOLUIUX B €€
cnaibHiO0. ExarepuHa Obula HeB3bICKATENbHA, MPEABSABISAS K KaKIOMY HOBOMY
JHO00BHUKY >KUBOTHBIE TPEOOBAaHMS: MYyCTh OyAET CMa3MB M MOJYAIUB, J1a JIEJNO
CBOE€ 3HaeT, Oojbllle TOT HEro HUYero He Tpedyercs. Hukakux cioB, HUKAKUX
oOemniannii — HHUYEro, YTO MOXKET BHOBb CMYTHTh ycTaiyro aymry. Ho nmyma mo-
NPEKHEMY OCTaBaJlaCh TOJOJHOM W OOJBHOW, XOTS, YTO HHU HOYb, EKaTepunHy
oOHMMaNH 4Yy)XH€ PYKH, YIOBJIECTBOPSSI HEHACBITHOE TENO, OJHAKO JyIla IIo-
MPEKHEMY CTajia TOJIOIHOM.

— He ¢ xem noroBoputh, — xanoBanace Exarepuna IIpackoBse bproc. —
XKepeOupl kpyrom — 1enblii TabyH, JapoM Tbl, YTO JIM CTapaeuibcsi, mMpodys ux
MYKCKYIO0 CHJIy Ha ce0e, mepea TeM, Kak KO MHE IpOBOJAUTh. BOT Tonbko mocine



TaKOM HOYHU COBCEM TOIIHO CTAHOBUTCS, XOTh 3B€peM BOoM. HekoMmy ronoBy Ha mieqo
MOJIOKHUTh, HE C KM 3aCHYTh. [Iporonsientr — oOMKar0TCs, BHOBD C JJACKAMH JIE3YT,
a MHE TOTO YK€ He HaJo.

— Marymka, Exarepuna AnekceeBHa, — OCTOPOKHO 3aBEJa Pa3roBOp BEpHAs
bproc. — K tebe neno ectsb AenukaTHOE, HE 3HAI0, KaK YK U MOJCTYIHUTHCS.

— CkasbiBali, — Exarepuna jieHHBO nepebupalia najiblaMyd OpUITHAaHTOBYIO
HUTh — TNOCJIEeIHNI noaapok CTaHHCIIaBa.

OpeimHa peuniIach.

— Huxwra IlanuH BepHyICs, ayIMEHIIUN IIPOCUT.

— BoBpemst npu0bL1, HUUEro He cKaxellb, — npoTanyna Exkarepuna. — C
YKEHOM MOJIO/ION TI0KaJ0Bal UM OJIUH MOKa Mpuexan?

— He 3ananunock cBaToBCTBO, — (hpeilivHa ¢ JOOOMBITCTBOM BIJISABIBATIOCH
B okameHeBiee auio Exkatepunbl. O yeM aymaeT, cpasy He noitmenns. — Brpouewm,
MHE JOKIanbIBaiu, uto [lannH He odeHb oropueH cuM (paktom. B GOOBUISIX XOIUT.
[Toctapen HeMHOTO, pacTOICTEN, HO MO-TIPEKHEMY BECEI M XOPOIll COO0iA.

— Hy-ny, a rae oduTain Bce 3TU Tojibl, HE TOBOPUT?

— Cnauana B llIBenuu, notom Bo @panuuu u JIongoHe.

— IlyTremecTBoBal, 3HaUUT, — FOpbKO ycMexHylach Exarepuna. — [loka Haz
oTeuecTBOM Oypu OylieBaiM, pemus NoObITh OT HUX MOAAJbIIE, a KaK 3aTUXJIO,
BepHyJCca. YMeH, Hukura MBaHoBuY, 0X, yMeH. Hy, 30BU €ro k yxXuHY, CTapbM
JIPY3bAM JICJINTh HEYETO, 3aTO, YTO BCIIOMHUTh — HAWJETCA.

— A ¢ nopyurkoM XBOCTOBBIM YTO JI€JIaTh MPUKaXKETe? — CIOXBAaTUJIACh
¢bpeitnuna. — XKner, roput, HaJeeTcs.

— C nopyuukoM? — 3agymaniach ExaTtepuHa. — DTO TakoW YEpHSIBEHbKUI?
Ycarenskuit? FOpxuit? Hy, mycts emje HeMHOro notomutcs. OkugaHue sl 4YyBCTB
He nomexa. CTpacTh pa30oxoKeT U HKEJIAHHUE MOATOTOBUT.

— M-M...

— YTo MBIYMIIB-TO KOPOBOHM, HEY)KTO MOHpaBWiciS? Tak 3a 4eMm e JeJo
crano? IlpoBepb-ka ero emie pa3. Toabko cMOTpH, 4TOOBI Ha TEOS BECh MBUI HE
pactepsut. Mosker, 3aBTpa Orke K Be4epy OH MHE U TTOHAT00UTCS.

[TosyuuB paspenieHre Ha Be4ep K BEJIUMKOM KHiAruHe, [lanuH 3aHepBHH4Yan. B
[letepOypr oH mpuObLI elle TpU HEAeNU Ha3ajJ, HO HUKaK He MOT MPUOIU3UTHCS K
APCTBEHHON BO3JIO0JIEHHON, MO KOTOpOH, cam cebe Oosyics NMpHU3HATHCSA, OYEHb
COCKYYMJICSL.

Exarepuna, pazymeercs, JyKaBHWJIa, KOr/Ja JAenajla BUI, YTO HE 3HAET O €ro
npuObITUU. 3HAJA Hanepea, 4To nosBuTcs. Creauia 3a KaKIpIM [1aroM Jit00OOBHHUKA,
nycTh 1 ObiBIIETO. [locne ero mepBoro mosiBjeHUe BO JBOPIE HE MPOILIO U Yaca, Kak
€l JOJIOKWIW. TMepBbIM nenoM [laHuMH 1onmyumn ayaueHUuIo y HEMOIIHOU
Emm3aBetsl, obmenoBan cinabble pyKd, HArOBOPUI KOMIUTUMEHTOB, BPYYHJI IOPOTOM
nomapok. Terymka wu pacrasia, BmapodyeMm, Kk IlanmHy oHa Bcerma Obuta
HepaBHOaymHa. [locie ycnemHoM BeTpeunm pacnopsaawiachk cuaenatb Huxurty
HMBaHOBMYa BOCHIMTATENIEM HACIICIHUKA.



3arem [lanwH OTHpaBWICS K BEIUKOMY KHSI310, W OBUI MPUHSAT TOYTH C
MCKPEHHUM pagylliueM U pagocThro. KyTex mpoaoirkaics HECKOIbKO JHEH.

OcTaBanoch BEpHYTh PacnoioxkeHrue EkaTepHHBbl.

N 1yt onbiTHEIM aumuioMat, [I[aHUH CTOJIKHYJCS C 0KMIAEMbIM, HO JOBOJBHO
HEMPUATHBIM TpensTcTBUEM: ExarepuHa He Xorena ero BuAETh. Kaxaplil pas
HAXOJUJICS OJAaroBHIIHBIN MpeJyior, YToObl OTKa3aTh ToMy B ayaueHuuu. Co BceM
TaKTOM M LAPCTBEHHBIM JIOCTOMHCTBOM BEIMKAS KHATHHS Jaja NoHATh llaHuHy, 4TO
HE MPOCTUJIA TO30PHOTO OErcTBa U HEOKUAAHHOTO MPEIATENHCTBA.

Bo3moskHo, B uHOe Bpemsi Hukura MBanoBHUY Obl U OTCTYIHUJICS, HO HE ceiyac.
[Tozunuu Exatepunbl ObUIM BecbMa CEPhE3HBI, a BBHICTYNAaTh Ha CTOPOHE 3aBEIOMO
cinaboro MpoTUBHUKA, EMy He X0Tenock. K ToMy ke, 4To TyT CKpbIBaTh, ExaTepuna
Obl7Ia caMoil KpacuBOM M YyBCTBEHHOU U3 Bcex JroOoBHMII [lannHa. [TonmTrka BHOBB
TECHO Teperuiesach C YyBCTBAMH, U OH HE MOT IMOHSTH, Y€ro OOJbIIe — MOJIUTUKH
WJIU CTPacCTH.

[TomyuuB mpuriamieHue, moBena cels, Kak BIIOOJCHHBIM MajJb4MILIKA IMOCIE
nonrou ccopsl. [lonenoBan HagymeHHyro 3anucky. [lepemenni 110kuHy KamM30J10B U
pyOaiek: kakas OoJplie K Juily U He TOoHATh. [loOpuics. [lamsatys. Uto He narobur
HIETUHBI, ONpbICKaN  (GpaHIy3CKUMH  OJaroBOHUAMM, YYyTh  HAIOMaJuUJICs.
OcraBuieecss BpeMsi Mepui IIaraMu KaOWHET, TPUIYMbIBas 3aMbICIOBAaThIC
KOMILJIMMEHTBI M BUHOBaThle 0ObsicHEHUs. J[omkHA MpPOCTUTH, NOKHA. YKeHckoe
cepAue — HE KaMEHb, MOLIENIyellb, U, TJISAIHIb, PACTASIIO B YBEPEHHBIX PYKaXx.

VYxunanu Bo aBopue Bcerna mno3gaHo. [lpuGwiBmiero Ilanmna ObicTpo H
HE3aMETHO ITPOBOAWIN B TOKOM EKaTepUHBbI.

— Cropa, — wennyna eMy I[IpackoBbs bproc, yka3piBasg Ha OTPOMHYIO LIUPMY,
CTOSIBIILYIO MOCPEIUHE MOJyTEMHONM KOMHAThl. V3 cepeauHbl MHUPMbI TOJHUMAIICS K
MOTOJIKY sIpKuii cBeT. UTo 3a uyneca?

[laHvH HBIpHYJI BHYTPb M OKaszajics mepea Apyrod mmpmoi. OTKyna-To
MOCJBIIIANICA YyTh TPUTIIYIIEHHBIN T0JIOC BETMKOW KHATUHH:

— Hy, uro xe BbI, rpad, Mbl Bac xaem! Cmenee! Heyxenu ucmyranuce?

Ho u 3a BTOpO# nperpanon okaszanacek eme oaHa. [lannHy ocTaBasoch TOIBKO
JOTaIbIBATHCS, YTO 03HAYAET CTPaHHAs UTpa B AJIbKOBHBIN JTAOUPHUHT. OH NPUTTOTHSIT
IUIOTHYKO TKaHb TPEThEMl MOPTHEPHI M BAPYr OouyTWics mnepen ExarepuHol, emie
OoJee KpaCUBOM, MOJIOJION U COOJIA3HUTEIBHOM, HEKENTU OH €€ 3alIOMHMIL.

VBbI, OHA OblIa HE OJHA. A OH HajesuiCcd, 4TO MPUIJAIIeH Ha TeT-a-TeT. 3a
HAKpBITBIM CTOJIOM, YCTaBJICHHBIM BCEBO3MOXXHBIMU Ontonamu, cuzaenu Jles
Hapoimikun 1 AaHa Hapsiiikuna, renepan Auapei Mamaiinos, [letp CeHsiBUH U elnie
JBO€ MYX4YHMH, HE 3HaKOMBIX [lanmHy. OcoOyl0 NMUKAHTHOCTh WHTHMHOMY YXUHY
IpUIAaBajo TO, YTO MPOXOAMJI OH MOAJIE pa300paHHOM MOCTENH, a caMa KHSATHHS
cujeNa B KaroTe, COOJa3HUTENbHO TTOKauynBast Ha 00coil Hore 6apxaTHyro Tyduiro 6e3
3agHuKa. Bes komnanus Obliia ciierka mbsiHa U OYeHb Becena.

— M1 Bac yxe 3axnanuck, rpad! Ilpucoenuusiitecs Kk HaM, — yIbIOHYIaCh
Exarepuna. — BrimneliTe BuHa, OCMIbTE, KaK CIEAYET, U 00s13aTEIHHO PACCKAKUTE O



CBOHWX JIOJTHX U, HAJCIOCh, YBIIEKATEIbHBIX MMyTEMIECTBUAX. Bac Tak g01T0 HE OBLIO,
YTO MBI TIOPSIKOM YCIIEIH BaC M03a0bITh.

— 51 Ge3mepHO cyacT/IMB, Balle BbICOYECTBO, — YHbUIO oTBeTH] [lanuH, —
YTO BbI HAIIUIM BPEMSI U )KEJTAHUE IPUHATH MEHS.

— BpeMmst — na, — OH yJIOBWJI U3IEBATEIbCKUE HOTKU. — A JKEJIaHHE... TYyT
BCE 3aBHCHT OT Bac, Hukurta MBanoBu4. Bee B Bammux pykax. Tak uto tam Ilapmx?

— Crout, — paccessHHo otBeTun [lanuH, noxupas rnaszamu Exarepuny. Ta
3aMeThJIa 3TO U KOKETIMBO npuxanack kK Hapeimkuny. Kpoeb ynapuna Ilanuny B
rosoBy. [lo mpuesne oH cpa3dy HaBed CHpaBKU OO YBJIEUEHHUSIX BEJIMKOW KHATHHHU.
3Han o O6ypHoM pomaHe ¢ [TOHATOBCKHMM, CIbIIIAl HAMEKH O 4Yepe]e I'BapleulieB,
JOXOJWIM CIYyXH U O BO3MOXKHOM CBsi3u co JIbBoM HapsimkuaeiM. Heyxenu He
Tonbko ciyxu? Heyxenn omosgan? Bcee 3TM pa3MmbllUIeHHs HACTOJIBKO YETKO
ynTaIuCh Ha Jmne [lanuna, yto ExaTepuna pacxoxoranacse.

— Paccnabsrecs, Hukura MBanoBHY, CBOMM I'PO3HBIM BHIOM BbI IOPTUTE HaM
BCE Becenbe. Heyxenn B NMapWKCKUX CaJlOHAX IIPUHATO TakK SBHO CKydaTb B
IPUCYTCTBUH LIAPCTBEHHBIX 0C00?

— IlIpocrure, Bame BeicouecTBO. Bama kpacoTra BHOBb IUIEHMJIA MEHS,
HaJIO)KUB T€YaTh BOCXMUIIEHUA Ha ycta. OHeMmen OT BOCTOpra, M, BHJHO, CBOUM
CMYILIEHHEM, HapyIIui ol1ee Becense. Ele pa3 mpolry npoiieHue.

— M-M, — npomyprsikana Exarepuna. — Kak untepecno! Ho 3naere, rpag,
OT CMYUIEHUS CIIOCOO XOPOIIUNA UMEETCS.

— Kakoii? — ynpiOHycs [1aHuH, MHTYUTUBHO TOYYBCTBOBAB, UTO OHA TOTOBA
CMEHHUTb THEB Ha MUJIOCTh. — PacckaxuTe!

— Kak kakoil? Beinuts, pazymeercsi! — oHa AepHyna U3SIIHBIM TUIEYUKOM.
— Bmpouem, BbI, HaBepHOE, M30a10BaHbl, GPaHIy3CKUMH BUHAMU? MonyaHnue —
3HaK cornacusa. Huyero, mbl Bac ObicTpo oTyuuM. [IpoTuB pycckoil BOAkH, AyMaro,
BO3paxaTh He ctanere? EcTh y Hac B Poccum macrepa ee roToBuTh. BaxkHO HaiiTh
IPAaBUJIBHOE COOTHOLICHHE M OYUCTHUTH €€, YTOObI ObLIa MPO3pavyHOM U BKyCHOM. Tak
kak? Beimbere?

[Iepen roctem nosiBUIACh CTONKA C JIEASIHOM BOJIKOM.

— 3a BcTpeuy? —IJIyKaBo Mpeaioxkuia TocT Exkatepuna.

— 3a BCTpeuy, — HECTPOMHO MOJJEPKAIN €€ OCTAIbHBIE.

VYoxun npojgiwics 10 nojgyHouu. [laHuH nun mano, ykpaakod HaOmonas 3a
Exkarepunoili. OH 3aIOMHMJI €€ MSITKOM, JJACKOBOM, UTPUBOM KOIIKOW. A 3actainm —
HE0Oy3/laHHYI0, OMAacHyl M YMHYIO Turpuily. BrTopoe coueranue B030yXaano
HaMHOTo OoJibiiie. Ho cMOkeT i oHa MPOCTUTH ero 6erctBo? Celuac oH yxe ObUT B
TOM HEYBEPEH.

ExarepuHa uyBcTBOBaJIa pacTymue comHeHus llanuHa, u 3a0aBisiack ¢ HUM,
KaK C MIPYLIKOH, KOrJa-To O4YeHb JIIoOMMOi, a Tenepb... OHAa NaBHO BBIpOCIA U3
MPOIUIBIX OTHOIICHWH, HO paau JIOOOMBITCTBA COOHMpanach WX BO30OHOBUTH.
[IpaBna, BCEro Jvilb HA OAHY HOYb.

Korna nereprienue ee ObIBIIETO JHOOOBHUKA JOCTHUIIIO HAWBBICIIEH TOUYKH, OHA
XJIOTIHYJIA B JIAJIOUIN:



—XBatuT, rocnojga! CAMIIKOM MHOTO YAOBOJBCTBHHA CETONHS, OOJIbHAs
rojioBa — 3aBTpa.

XMenpHas KOMIAHUsS MOCIYIIHO MOJHSATAch M OTKiIaHsanack. Ciayru yOpanu
nocyay. [lannuH HeyBEpEHHO TOMNTAJCS Ha TIOPOTe.

— Bp1 4uro-TO 3a0BUTH, Tpad? — c JMHOOONBITCTBOM cripocuia ExarepuHa,
PAaCKHHYBILKMCh Ha IOCTEIM B HEABYCMBICIEHHOHN mo3e. MHTepecHo, pemuTcs OoH
CeNaTh MepBbIN 1Iar, WK MPEJOCTaBUT 3TO €.

[TaHUH pyXHYJ HA KOJIEHHU.

— Bame BbicouecTBO!

— Korga-to Tl Ha3bIBa MEHS UMIEPATPULIEH, — C TOPEUYbI0 MPOroBopuUia
Ekarepuna.

— W celiuac Ha3oBy! — ero Ouia ropsueyHast Apoxb. — S ckydan Oe3 Teos.

— 3ayem xe yexan? —06e3 0co00ro nHTepeca CpoCcHsia BeIUKash KHATHHS.

— MWmneparpuna npukaszana, — OpsxHya [lanuH u Tyt xe ocekca. — A
MIOTOM JIeJIa HABAJIMJIMCh, MIPHUIILIOCh CPOYHO exaTh. He ycnen npeaynpeauTs.

— st 1ebst ecTh TONbKO OoAHA mMImeparpuna — si! Wnum ke MeHst 1roOUTh
M3BOJIMILb, @ HA BEPHOCTD JAPYTOi MpUCATaeIb?

— Kars!

— JlagHo, Bce OBUIBEM MTOPOCIIO, YTO TOJKY MPOIILIOE BCIIOMUHATDH, KOT/1a €CTh
Hacrosmee?! — xpuruio oto3Basiach Ekarepuna, kotopyro Ilanun yxe rpy0o
nenoBajil. — Kakou ThI KaJIHbINA, OHAKO. ..

— Kars!

— Momuy, momay... Ox!

Bce-taku ecth pazHuIla MEXAYy >KMBOTHOW JHOOOBBIO U JIIOOOBBIO pa3yMHOMH,
YyBCTBEHHOM, 3aMOIHSIONEH HE TOJBKO Teno, HO u aymry. C reapaeinamu ObLIO
caaKo, OBICTPO U omacHo, ¢ [[aHMHBIM TO-TIPEKHEMY JIETKO, HEKHO U OYEHB JIONTO.
Ero ry0ObI CKOMB3WIN 110 CTPOMHOMY Ty, BCHOMHHAS 3a0bIThIC YTOJKH, BIAIUHKA U
BBICTYIIBI.

S3pIKk OEpekHO Kacalcs HaAMPSKEHHBIX COCKOB, MOXOXXKHMX Ha JBa TEMHO-
PO30BBIX KaMelika. Pyku Omykaiu 1Mo riajkoMy OeioMy KHUBOTY, CIIyCKasiCh HUXKE
u Hwke. Kak TOJNBKO manplbl JOCTUINIM MOTAMHOTO MecTeuka, Ekarepuna
BCKpUKHYJIA, 3a0umiiack OT mpoH3uTenbHOM cyaoporu. Ilotom eme u eme. Horu
Pa30LUINCh, TENIO BHITHYJIOCH, MPUHUMAs €ro BCero, €3 ocTaTka.

— BBICTPO WM MeJIEHHO? — IIETHYJ B CaMO€ YXO.

— CHauasnia MeJIEHHO, ITIOTOM O4Y€Hb OBICTPO, — KaK K€ OH XOpOIILIO €€ 3Hal,
*anb OyJeT MOTepsATh TAKOro JIOOOBHUKA CHOBA, HO MPENABIIMNA OJHAXK/bI MPEIACT
enie pa3. DTy UCTUHY OHA JaBHO ysicHuia. M He Tonbko ¢ [laHuHbIM. A npenaTensCTB
u 0e3 Hero Ha ee Bek xBaTuT. Ax, Cranucnas! Kak ke tebs ne xBaraetr! Jlogymars
TOPBKYIO MBICITh HE YyCIielNa, TOIaBIINCh U3BEYHOMY, YOBICTpsIoniemMycs, putMmy. U
KOTJa J0 MHKa OCTABAJIOCh COBCEM UYTb-UyTh, MY>KUHHA 3aMEP, MPUIIOTHABIIUCE.

— S ckyuan 6e3 Te6s. Ckydan. PepHoBan. TockoBas. Xo4y, 4YTOOBI THI 3TO
3HaJA.



— 3Haw, — BbIKpUKHYyNa EkaTepuHa, — TOJBKO, MOXKAIyHCTa, HUYETO HE
TOBOPHU ceiiyac U HE OCTaHABIIMBACS.

U cHoBa TecHOE 00BATHE, TOXO0XKEE HA APEBHUN TaHEIl.

W cHOBa 1OATOXAAaHHASI CMEPT.

Manenbkas cmepthb. Cep/ilie HA MTHOBEHHE 3aMepIio, @ TOTOM BHOBb 3a0MJIOCH.

Tsoxeno geia, [TannH oTkaTtwiics Ha cniuHy. 100K MOTHYIO PYKY €d Ha
*KUBOT. ExareprHa He MIEBENIbHYJIACh, XOTS 0YEHb XOTEJIOCh OTOABHHYThCS. Celuac,
KOTJa €€ JKEJIaHUE TIOJIHOCThIO YTOJIEHO, @ MECTh BhIUEPIIaHA 10 KOHIA, OHA MEUTala,
yToObl HukuTa yies.

ToT mouyyBCTBOBan HM3MEHUMBOE JKEHCKOE HAcTpoeHue. Bo3Hukia poisras
naysa, rnepexoasuiasi B My4YuTEIbHYIO HEJIOBKOCTb. T0 JIn yiTH, TO 1 ocTaTbes. To
JIM CKa3aTh, TO JIU IPOMOJTYATh.

Exarepuna TsHyna MoildaHuE TIIYOOKMMH TJIIOTKAMH, YKPAJIKOW TMOTJISIIBIBAS
Ha JIIOOOBHUKA W3-TIOJ] IJTUHHBIX PECHUII.

— CnaBHO ThI C IMPMaMU TpUAYMaia, — OpUAYMaJl OH, HAKOHEILl, TEMY JJIs
aJIbKOBHOI'O pa3roBopa. — Hu 3a 4T0 He Aoragaemscs, 4To 31eCh NPOUCXOIUT.

— D10 HE s mpuayMaiaa, — yCMeXHynach ExarepuHa. — A TOT, KOMy OBbLIO
HY>KHBIM OCTaThCSl 3/IECh HE3aMeUeHHbIM. S He Bo3paxaina. JIto0:1t0 1aOUpUHTHI.

[TanuH mobJieHeN, MOHSB HAMEK.

— Thl ero cunpHO J1IOOUIIA? — CIIPOCUIT OH YEPE3 KAKOE-TO BPEMSI.

— 4 ¢ HuM [plana, skuiia, HU4ero He 0osick, — otBeTwiia Exarepuna. — A
MOTOM POJMIIA OT HErO J04Yb. Bpsia a1 Kk 3TOMy MOXHO 4TO-1100 100aBUTh. JIFOOOBD
— 3TO HE TOJBKO KPaCUBbIE CJIOBA U TOMJIEHHE Tena. JIoOoBb — 3T0 cBOOOA.

— W TBI Tak mpocTo rOBOPHUIIL O TOM, YTO OOBIYHO MPHUHATO CKPHIBATH? —
yausuics [lanuH.

— S u3meHunacb M MHOroMy Haydwiach 3a 3T0 Bpems. llo3pocnena.
Yuutenst ObuUTH XOPOIIHE. OUHOYECTBO M HecuacThbs. C TaKUMU YYUTEIISIMH 3aHOBO
HAaYMHAEIIh [ICHUTh COOCTBEHHYIO HE3aBUCUMOCTh U CBOM JKEJIaHUS.

— B m106Bu?

— Bo Bcem, — Ekarepuna nepexkaTusiach Ha )KMBOT, IPUHSB CBOIO JTIOOMMYIO
no3y. JlIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI, MAaXHYLIME LBETAMHU W TpaBaMH, LIEIKOBBIM KOBPOM
3aKpbUIM HOIYLIKY.

— A Oynymee kak Buautcsi? CBOOOJHBIM U ...BEJIMYECTBEHHBIM? —
OCTOpOXHO crpocusl [laHMH M TyT *e moXkajea o0 STOM, MOYYBCTBOBAaB, Kak
HaIpArjIoch €€ TEO.

— Hukak, — c¢ genaHHbIM paBHOAyIIMEM oOTBeTuia Exarepuna. — JKuBy
CETOJHAIIHUM JTHEM M HE YCTal0 OJarocjoBJIATh €€ BEIIMYECTBO, OJAPUBIIYIO CBOCH
MUJIOCTBIO U J1I000BbI0. — ThI ceifuac crymaii. He mro6mio 3aceimats ¢ UYXKMMU
JIOJIbMU. 32 MUPMON MOMKEIb OJETHCA.

«Yyxoi, oka3piBaetcs. Jlydimie Obl MOIIeunHy fana, — OOMKEHHO MOoAgyMal
Huxura. — He Tak 061 66110 11 6016HO. [Tomoib30Baa kak xepediia U BEIOpocuIIa 3a
HEHATO0HOCTHIO.



«A Yero Thl XOTel? — B CBOIO OYEPENIb MBICIECHHO crpocuia ExarepuHa. —
Hosepust u npyx0661? JIro6BU? S Ob1 pana, m1a He Mory. He mpomaro nmpenaTenbCcTBa,
rpad. Tak riaymo ycrpoena. Teneps Tonbpko oT Tebsi, Hukuta MBaHOBUY, 3aBUCHT,
OCTaHEMCSl Mbl JIPy3bsMH WM Bparamu. Cama mpeamnoury apyxO0y, a Thl, CKOpee
BCEro, 3axoyellb OTOMCTUTb. M McTu ceOe Ha 340pOBbE, KOJM CUJIbl HAa TO H
umerotes. Ho B mocrens k cede st Te0s yKe HUKOTAa He Mmylly. XOTs CTOUT JIM J1aBaTh
1no100HbIe 00€Ianusl, KOTJa BIEpean Lieas KU3Hb ?»

[lanuH HenmoBKO coOpan pa3OpOoCaHHYIO OJIEkKAY, MPUKPHIBAs MOSBUBIIEECS
OpIOIIKO, M CKPBUICS 3a IMIMPMOM, HE CKa3zaB JIOOOBHHUIIE HU ciioBa. ExaTepuHa He
TOponuia ¢ peuieHueM. Bpemst mokaxeT, ObUia JTM OHA MpaBa UJIM HET.

Kak Tonbko 3a IlaHuHBIM BHaneke 3axJIONHylach JABEpb, K Ekartepune
3arysiHyna [ IpackoBbs bproc.

— He cniumib, matymika?

— Her. [ymaro.

— O uem?

— He naxmuna mu s cebe ToabKO YTO HOBOTO Bpara? [laHWH cAMIIKOM yMEH U
MOJIC3EH, TAKUX JIFOJICH JTyUIlle B IPY3bIX JEPKATh.

— Pa3 ymeH, 3HauuT, Bparom He ctaHer. [loka HEHWTpaJUTeT BBIIEPXKHUT, a
MOTOM Ha TBOIO CTOPOHY mHepeMeTHeTcs. B daBopuTax Takoi TOUHO HE 3aJ€PXKHUTCS
— BO-TIEPBBIX, JyMAaeT MHOTO, BO-BTOPbIX, €0 TOJIBKO Ha pa3uK U XBATHUT.

— TlopcnymmBana?— 06e33m00H0 yTouHwita Ekarepuna. — JlagHo, He
oTBeyYail. 3Haro, 4To noAcaylrBaia. To-To MOPOX U CONMEHUE 3a MUPMOU CIbIIIANA.
JIroOuuIb THI TN1a3€Th HA YY>KHUE JIACKH.

— O TBoOel 0e30MacHOCTU pajiena, — CO BCeM TOpPSYHOCTHIO, HA KOTOPYIO U
ObL1a criocoOHa, Bo3pasuia GppennHa.

— Pagena ThI, IONIOKUM, O CBOEM JIFOOOTIBITCTBE na mHTepece. Ecnu [lanun
YKPENUTCSA, KTO K MHE TOTJa MOJIOAIOB TOCTaBIATh Oyner? be3 paboThl
ocranenibcs. Keratu, kak Tam nopyuuk XBoctoB? ['0TOB Kk 60107

bproc npe3putenbHO OTMaxXHYJIACH:

— Jla uto mopyuuk... Ciiab OH IO BTOPOMY pasy B 3TOM JIeJie OKa3aJcs, 1a 1
o0yueH moxo. boroch, 3ackywaemis cpaszy. S Tebe apyroro kaBajepa HaMeIHU
HalllIa, TAKOM KpacaBell, YTo IJ1a3 HE OTBECTH, a YK ropsy, OTBaXXEH — M-M!

— Heyxenu nyumie CantblkoBa? — COHHO YJBIOHYJIACh UMIIEPATPULIA.

— Jlyumne!
— Jlyume Ctanucnaba?
— Jlyame! — 3aBepmiia bproc, yKpbIBas rOCyJapbIHIO TEIIBIM OJESIOM. —

3aBTpa yBUUILb U HE YCTOUIIB!
— U xT0 Takou? —nocienoBai ¢ci1a0blii, HO JTI00OIBITHBIN 3€BOK.
— I'puropuii Opiios.



I'JTABA 11.

['puropuii OpioB Bcerja BEpUII B CBOKO CUHACTIIMBYIO 3B€31ly. BripoueM, TouHO
TaKHe K€ YyBCTBa pa3Jesisid U YeTBEpO ero OparheB. Bricokue, cTaTHbIE, KpacUBbIE
U HEOOBIKHOBEHHO BBIHOCIUBBIE, OHU C 3aBUJHON PEryJsipHOCTHIO COBEpIIAIH
MOJIBUTH U Ha MOJISIX CPAXKEHUM, U B MOCTENSIX BHICOKOPOHBIX JaM.

Uro-uyto, a B M0O0BHOM Jene ['puroputo He Obulo paBHbIX. [Ipu nepBom
3HAKOMCTBE OH IUJICHSJ AHTeJIbCKOM BHEUIHOCTBbIO, HO YK€ uepe3 IMapy MHUHYT
CTAaHOBUJIOCH MOHATHO: HUYEro aHreiabckoro B OpJioBe HET, U HUKOrAa He OyJerT.
Ckopee, OH MOXOX Ha 4YepTa, HACTOJIBKO CBOECHpPABEH, HeoOy3gaH U Tpyod. Emy
HPaBUJIOCh UTpaTh, PUCKYs MO KPYIMHOMY, M, KaK MPaBHUIIO, PUCK OMpaBlbIBall ceos,
IPEYMHOXasl YK€ UMEIOITIecs: 00raTCTBO U ciiaBy. Hudero He 6ostcs, Bcernia ObITh B
rymie coObITHi, MPOOysT HOBBIE HACIAXKIACHHUS W, OJCPKUBAS CIIAJKHE MOOEIbI, —
UMEHHO 3TO HEe3aMbIciIoBaToe Kpeao M momorio OpioBy 100OUThCS HEOBIBAIBIX
BBICOT. Bripodem, Torjja OH 0 HUX €Ile TOJIbKO MEUTAJl.

B TIlerepbypre I'puropmit OpnoB mosBuics BecHoil 1759 roma, xorga B
cronuity nocraBuwiu Tpada IlIBepuna, OwiBiero daurens-aapioranta Opuapuxa
ITpycckoro, B3storo B muieH npu LlopHnopde. XoTs «aeH» — IpOMKO CKa3aHo,
[IIBepuHa npUHMMAIM, KaK 3HATHOIO M IMOYETHOrO TOCTS, MNPUOBIBIIETO U3
JIpYyXEeCTBeHHOM JepkaBbl. IloBcemecTHO Trpada compoBokmanu nBa oduuepa:
BUJIUMO, YTOOBI TOT YYyBCTBOBaJ ceOsi B TmoiHOM Oe3onacHoctu. CoOCTBEHHO,
[IIBepuH Tak ceds U YyBCTBOBAJ, KaXblil pa3 HaThIKasiCh Ha pycckoro ['epkyneca —
OpJioBa, CIEAUBIIETO 32 HUM C YIPSIMCTBOM MOJIOZIOTO, HO JIOBOJILHO 3y0acToro rca.
[Iar BneBo, mar BOpaBo CypoBO Kapajyicsd Ha MecTe. TONbKO K KOHITY TPETheH Helenu
cBoero npeoOsiBanus B [letepOypre IlIBepun mMor cnokoiHO B370XHYTH: y OproBa
MOSIBUJICS HOBBIN MIPEIMET AJISl IPUCTATBHOTO HAOIIOICHUSI.

...ITocne mamsaTHOTrO pasroBopa y onouynBaibHu Enn3aBeTsl BeaMKas KHATHHS
u lyBanoB cranu eciau He JIPY3bsIMH, TO COIO3HUMKaMu. Anekcanap BacuibeBuu
Tenepb 4YacTo ObiBal B TMOKosix Exkarepunbl, He Jenas HUKAKMX HWHTHUMHBIX
MOTOI3HOBEHU. AMYpHBIE YTE€XH YLIUIM Ha BTOPOM IUJIaH, a BCE pPa3rOBOPHI
KPYTHJIUCh OKOJIO OHOTO BOIpPOCA: KTO 3aMET MPECTO Nociie cMepTH Enn3aBeTsl.

Curyanus cioxuiach JIEeWCTBUTENbHO HempocTas. Ha cropoHe uepTyiiku
BhicTynan poj Boponnossix. EnmuzaBetra Boponiosa, ¢peitiinna Exarepussi, mo-
npexxHeMmy Obliia B (paBOpE Y BEJIMKOTO KHA3S U MO-MPEKHEMY HaJesiach B CKOPOM
BPEMEHU 3aHITh MPECTOI.

— Ilpencrasnsere, rpad, — noaenmnach kak-to Exarepuna. — Y HUX Jaxe
IPOEKT UMeeTcs: pa3Boj, npuszHanue [laBna [leTpoBuya HE3aKOHHOPOKICHHBIM, MOE
MO30pHOE M3rHaHME M HOBoe Opakocouyetanue. bomee Toro, Iletp demoposuu
U3BOJIMIIM BCE 3TO MOJINCATD.

— Ortkyna Bbl 3T0 3HaeTe? — 3auHTepecoBaics lllyBanos, y koToporo Obuin
COBCEM JIpyrHe IIaHbl HacueT OYIyIIero BEIMKONW KHITHHHU.

— Munanmas cectpa Enuzasersl nosegana.

— Bama Te3ka, Exatepuna [lamkosa?



— Jla, MBI B mocienHee BpeMs cTaiu o4yeHb Onm3ku. OHa Tak ke, Kak u 4,
aro6ut Bonbrepa. U Tak ke, kak u y MeHs, y /lanmkoBoii BecbMa MevyanabHBIN OIBIT
CyIIPY’KECTBA.

— CTpaHHO, Y4TO B TakOM pOJy MOIJIO MOSIBUTHCS MONO0OHOE Yyd0, —
yauBieHHO npousHec [llyBanos.

— B cembe He 0Oe3 anrena, — paccMesuiach Exarepuna. — B mobom citydae
TENeph y MEHsI €CTh CaMblil HaJIEKHBIN OCBEIOMUTEND, 1a HE OOMAUTCS Ha MEHS Ha
nono6Hoe onpeneneHue cama Exkarepuna PomanoBHa. IloHeBosie s1 0OBHHSIO €€ B
JIOHOCUTETLCTBE Ha COOCTBEHHYIO CECTPY.

— MeHs1 JaBHO HMHTEPECYET, YTO Bbl HAMEPEHBI JiejaTh, — CIPOCUI BAPYT
[lyBanoB, — ecau wumneparpumna OymeT npu cmeptu? CraemnoBaTh TEUECHHUIO
o0crostenscTB? Unu. ..

— WMimu! A naBHO pemmia. [Ipu nomydyeHnn u3BecTUs A cpasy Ke MOWIy B
KOMHATy MOETO ChIHa M BO3bMY €T0 K cebe. B Ty ke MUHYTY 51 MOIIUTIO TOBEPEHHOTO
YeJIOBEKa JaTh 3HATH 00 ATOM TATH oduiiepam reapauu. Kaxaplii U3 HUX MPUBEIET
KO MHE IIATBAECAT conaaT. B To ke Bpems s MOLLTIO 3a NPEIAHHBIMA MHE JIIOJIbMU,
camMa OTIPABIIOCh B KOMHATY YMHUpPAIOWIEH, T€ 3aCTaBIK0 MPUCATHYTH
KOMaHJyIOIIETO0 apMUeld U OCTaBiio ero mnpu cede. Jlamee HauHy AecTBOBAaThH IO
00CcTOsATEILCTBAM, €CIIM Ha/l0 Besto apecTtoBaTh BopoHnossix u lllyBanoBbix, — oHa
Opocuiia OBICTPBIN B3I B CTOPOHY cobecenHuka. — B 11000M ciiydae s HamepeHa
100 apCTBOBATH, MO0 MOTUOHYTH.

— Xopoummn miaH, — ormetui lllyBanoB. — Ho OH Hykxmaercss B HEKOTOPOU
KOPPEKTUPOBKE. Bo-mepBhIX, cleunly 3aBepuTh, Ball€ BBICOYECTBO, YTO POJI
[[lyBayioBBIX BBICTYNHT Ha Baleil cropoHe. Jlymaro, Tak MOCTYIUT JIFOOOM pa3yMHBIN
YEJI0BEK, KEJIAIIIMM MPOLBETAHUS POCCUMCKON nepxkase. Bce mMbpl moHMMaeM, 4To
[lerp denmopoBuu He cmocoOeH mapcTBoBaTh. OdeHh MHOTOE OyAET 3aBUCETH OT
BAIlIEN BBIJIEP/KKU U PEIIUTEIBHOCTH.

— Ilonnmaro, — xuBHyJ1a Ekatepuna.

— Bo-BTOpBIX, HEOOXOAMMO 3apy4HThCS MOIICPKKON apmuu. J[Be cOTHHU
rBapACHIIeB JTydIlle, YeM HHYEro, HO ATOT0 Mayo, o4eHb Mano. Kcratu, a uyto [lanun?
OH Ha Bareil. . .Haie cTopoHe?

Exarepuna 3angymanace. Eciau nepBoe u, K c4acTblO, €AIMHCTBEHHOE CBUIAHUE
¢ IyBanoBeiM mnpuHECIO €l OecCHOpHYI0 IO0JIb3y, TO pPa3pbiB OTHOIICHUH C
[TanuHbIM cKOpee HaBpeaui, yem nomor. Koneuno, oHa B 11000 MOMEHT MOTJIa UX
BO300HOBUTH, MOTJIa, HO... He XoTena. Hukura IBaHOBHUY Bell CBOIO UTPY, U BEJIUKOM
KHSTUHU HE XOTEJI0Ch CTAHOBUTHCS yIOOHBIM UHCTPYMEHTOM B pyKax Jiro0oBHUKA. K
TomMy ke, B [laHMHE HEOXHIAHHO MPOCHYJACh PEBHOCTh, YTO OBLIO KpailHe
HEYT00HO, YUUTHIBAs €ro yKe 0CIa0eBIINe MyXCKUE clIocoOHOCTH. JInmate xe cels
€IMHCTBCHHOM PaJOCTH, KAKYIO0 OHA CETOJHS MOIJIa MT03BOJIUTh, EKaTepuHa Takke He
Kemana.

— Hukura MBaHOBHY CEroiHsl 3aHUMAET HEUTPAIbHYIO TO3ULMIO, — CKa3aJa,
HakoHell, Exatepuna. 1 3To O6b110 ipaBaoii. — OH W30 BCEX CHII CTapaeTcs YroJUTh
u Boponuoson, u lllysamoseiM, 1 MHe. Becem. Jlaxe umneparpune. Ho He Bcerna



nosyqaercs. [laHuH xopomwmii guruioMar. 3HAaK, YTO €My OYEeHb HE HPaBATCA
MOJINTUYECKHE  HACTPOEHUS  KHA3S, OH, CKOpee, CKJIOHEH  3apyduThCs
JOTIOTHUTENIHPHOW TOJJEPKKOW HAIMMX COIO3HUKOB, YEM 3aKIIOUYUTh MHUDP C
[Ipyccueit. Ognako pyuathcesi, kak noseneT ce0s Hukura VBaHOBHY B CIIOXKHON U
OITACHOU cuTyaluu, He Mory. He 3Hato.

— JloBosibHO TOuYHas xapakrtepuctuka, — lllyBasioB 3agymunBO BepTen B
pykax OoKajl TOHKOW paOoThl. — BbI MPEBOCXOIHO M3YUYMIIM YEIOBEUECKYIO HATYDY,
Exarepuna AnekceeBHa. Bopy camoMy mpocuthb y Bac COBETA.

— Bw1? V Mens? — paccmesinace Exarepuna. — IlpaBo, rpad, s gaxe
MpeACTaBUTh ce0e HE MOTY CUTYAIlMH, B KOTOPOU MOTY MOMOYb BaMm.

— A ecnu J1en0 uMeeT JIF0OOBHBINA XapaKkTep? — MPOBOKAIIMOHHO YIBIOHYJICS
[IyBanoB. — O! Buky, 4T0 cTpena momnaia TOYHO B 11EJTh: BBl 3aMHTEPECOBAIHCH.

— Torga o0s3aTenbHO pacckakuTe, — ExarepuHa UTpUBO Toanachk BIIEpes,
IPOJIEMOHCTPUPOBAB COOECETHUKY MOTYOOHAKEHHYIO TPY/Abh. BCIIOMHUB, Kak OH €e
nackan HemaBHo, [llyBasoB HENMpPOW3BOJIBHO CIVIOTHYJ, OIIyIIas MPOOYAWBIICECS
xenanue. ExatepwHa cnmenmana BUJ, Y4TO HE 3aMeTWIa Oyropok, KOTOPBIA rpad
cTapayics TPHUKPHITH KaM30JoM. — BBl U J1I000BHBIE HMCTOPHH — COBEPIIICHHO
HEBO3MOXKHOE COYETaHUE.

[IlyBanoB nocrapaicsi COCpeOTOYUTHCS Ha TeMe OeceIbl:

— Bp1 nomuure kusrunio Eneny Kypakuny? Jlymaro, He CTOUT OOBSICHSTH,
YyTO CcHUs 0co0a 3HAauuT Uit MeHsA. YToObl I0OUTHCS €€ OJIarOCKJIOHHOCTH, MHE
IPUIILIOCH HEMAJIO MOTPYAUTHCS.

— I'pad! CnoBo «ioTpyauTHCS» B JAHHOM CIIydae. ..

— Bame BbicOuecTBO, MO3BOJIBTE MHE MPOAOIKUTH. VMIMEHHO MOTpyAMUTHCS.
[IpencraBpTe MOE yAMBICHHUE U pa3IpakeHHE, KOT/Ia B OOBIYHBIN Yac sl TOSBISIOCH Y
KHSTWHH, U 3aCTaI0 Y HEEe HEOXKUIAHHOTO COTIEPHUKA.

— U koro xe? — ExaTepuHa UCKpeHHE 3a0aBIsIach.

— OpnoBa, — IllyBanoB ¢ OTBpaimieHWEeM BBHIIUTIOHYJI B HEE HEHABUCTHYIO
(haMUITUIO U CITOJIOCHYJI POT BUHOM.

— Kotoporo u3 nsatu?

— I'puropus, pazymeercs. Toabko OH ciocoOeH Ha Takoe 6e3ymcTBoO. JIr00oi
JIpyroil Ha ero Mecre... HauHem ¢ TOro, 4To HUKTO APYTrod MPOCTO HE MOT OKa3aThCs
Ha €ro MecTe, OMacasch POCTHOIO MpecieoBaHUs ¢ MOei CTOpOoHBI. BhI e 3HaeTe,
KaKk s ymero McTuTh. Tak BoT. Korma s 3acran ero B BecbMa MUKAaHTHOM TO3€, OH
HUCKOJBKO He cMyTwics. WM 3asBui, 4yto kHsAruHS KypakuHa eMy MOpHIIIack MO
BKYCY, 1 OH HaMepeH €€ y MeHs OoTOuTh. Tenepb s Aymaro, TO JU Cpa3y CTHOUTH
Opnosa B IllmmuccepOypre, To au emie MOAyYMaTh W OTIPABUTh €r0 Ha KaTopry B
Cubups. [Touemy BBl cMeeTeCh, Ballle BBICOYECTBO?

— Ilpoctute, rpad, s Ha MUHYTY NpEACTaBUIA CTONh MUKAHTHYIO CIIEHY. A
YTO CKa3ajia KHATUHS ?

— CHauana miakaja W IeoBajia pPyKH, KJSjIach, 4TO TaKoe OOJbINE HE
MOBTOPUTCS, M ATOT YEPT B3SUI €€ MOUTH 4TO criioil. [IoToMm Bce ke mpu3Hamach, 4To



MOWMJIET 32 HUM XOTh Ha Kpail cBeta. S mpennoxun et Cubuph, 1 OHa MOKa AyMaerT,
ctout OpJ10B MOJOOHBIX JIMIICHHUH C €€ CTOPOHBI WJIH HET.

— A Kakoro coBeTa Bbl IPOCUTE y MEHS?

— UYrto nenatp? —xpynkas HOXxKa Ookana xpycTHysa B Kynake lllyBanosa. U
TOJIBKO TOorna ExareprHa MoHsIa, 4TO OH OY€Hb Pa303JIEH U TOTOB HA KPAaHOCTH.

— VYcnokonrtech, Anekcanap BacuibeBrnd, — NpUMHMPUTEIBHO NPOIIENTAIA
OHa. — YBepeHa, yTo KypakuHa BCKOpe MOMMET CBOK OMIMOKY M MOBUHUTCS MEpEN
Bamu. Yto xe kacaerca OpioBa... llpunumre-ka ero mMHe noja KakuM-HUOYIb
npegoroM. OueHb XO4YeTCsl MOCMOTPETh Ha YEJOBEKA, PELIMBLIETOCS OpOCUTH BaM
BBI30B.

— Haperocs, BBl ocTaHeTech UM J0BOJIbHBI, — lllyBajnoB MTHOBEHHO IOHSII
HaMEK M KakK-TO Cpa3y MOBeCeel.

ExaTepuHa TONBKO ycMeXHyJach Ipo ceds. MyKUuHBI, KaK JeTU: OOWUTUYMBHI,
Kalpu3Hbl M COBEpUIEHHO mnpeackazyembl. OO0 OproBe cellyac TOBOPUI BeECh
[lerepOypr, a wuctopusi c kHAruHed KypaknHOW MHUrom cTaja AOCTOSHHEM
oOmiectBeHHOCTH. Oco0yto mpenecTs eif mpuaaBai ToT (akT, uTo OpaoB HAXOIUICS
B nomunHenun y IllyBamoBa, u, cinenoBaTenbHO, B IEPBYIO O4YEpEIb HAPYILIUI
CIY>keOHYI0 CyOOpAMHAIIUIO.

MyXuuHbl € TallHBIM BOCTOPIOM JKJQJINW pPa3BsSI3KU COOBITUI. KHATUHS
HpPaBWJIACh MHOTUM, HO TIOJCTYIUTBHCS K HEH /10 TOrO OOSIIUCH.

JKeHmumHbl menoTkoM nepepaBanu BocTopru KypakuHON O €€ HOBOM
aro0oBHUKE. OpioB npeHeOper CyLIECTBYIOIIMM ASTHUKETOM, YCTaHOBUB CBOM
IpaBUJia: B MEPBBIM pa3 OH B3sJI KHATMHIO B e€e Oyayape, 3aJpaB IUIaThE, CIOBHO
KAaKOM-TO KaMEPUCTKE, U 3aKaB POT JaJ0HBI0. BTOpOM pa3 nmocienoBai nouTu cpasy
K€ 3a IEepBBIM, HO YK€ B cnaJbHe KHATMHU. PazopBanHoe muatbe Kypakumua He
’Kayenaa, XOTh OHO U CTOWUJIO OOJIbIIMX JIeHer. 3a BTOpPHIM mocienoBai Tpetuit. 1
torga ['puropuit cnenan Ta-akoe... OCoOEHHO XOPOIIO €My YAABaJlIOCh... TyT JaMbl
IIOHWKAJIM ToJIoC, U ExarepuHa CKOJIb HA CTapajlach, HUKAK HE MOIJIA PaCCIIBIIIATS,
YTO € TaK XOpoIlo yaaBanoch [ puroputo OpiioBy B Oynyape.

VYBuaeB ero BrnepBble Ha Oany, BeluKas KHATHHS TMOYYBCTBOBAJia COXKaJICHHUE.
I'me on Obul panbuie, 3T0T aHren-uept?! Ee MrHoBeHHo motsHyno k OproBy, HO
YCTPOUTH CBHJIAHWE HHUKAK HE INoaydanock. Jlaxe crapaHus bproc He yBeHYaIHCh
ycnexoM. OpnoB nenan BUA, 4TO HE IOHMMAET, O 4YeM HJAET pedb. A IOTOM B3] H,
CJIOBHO B HACMEIIIKY, IIOCEJIUJICS B JJOME HAIIPOTUB allapTAMEHTOB BEJIMKOW KHATUHMU.

ExareprHa OKOHYATENIbHO MOTEPsIA MOKOM, YKpaJaKoi HaOI0Aast 32 TEM, YTO
TBOPUTCA B OKHaXx Ha TOM CTOpoHEe. MHOrma oOHa CTaHOBWIIACH CIIyYaWHOWU
CBUJCTENPHUIICH MIANBHBIX OOBATHH, HHOrAa BuAena, kak OpnoB Oeraer 1o
KOMHaTaM 3a OOHa)KEHHBIMH KEHIIMHAMU. A MHUHYBIIEH HOYBIO. ..

OHa 10 cuUX MOp BCIOMHMHAJZA TOT CIy4Yaldl CO CMYLIEHUEM M CMYTHBIM
xenanueM. [IpocHynace mocpeau 6enoil HOYM, CIIOBHO KTO-TO HACTOMYMBO IMO3Bal,
OTOpBAaB OT CJIAJKUX CHOB.

bocas, nononna Kk OKHY, OIEPHYB TSLKENYIO IITOPY, H...



3amepJia, BCTPETUBILKCH B3IA10M. OpJIOB CTOSUT Y PACKPBITOrO OKHA, CLIETIHB
PYKH Ha 3aTbUIKE U TOJCTAaBUB IMPEKpPAacCHOE JIMLO cBeTioMy HeOy. bemas Houb
CKOJIb3WJIa IO €ro TIJIAJKOMY MYCKYJIMCTOMY Teny. Ka3ainoch, OH HE TOJBKO HE
CTECHsUICS COOCTBEHHOM HAroThl, HO W, HANPOTHUB, OYEHb €10 ropauics. CIOBHO B
HNOJATBEP)KJIECHUE MeENbKHYBIIEH joragkd, OpiioB ¢ XpyCTOM  HOTSHYJICS,
IPOJIEMOHCTPUPOBAB €IIe Pa3 CBOU OECCIOPHBIC IOCTOMHCTBA (CBHIETEIHCTBYOIIHE
0 HENPUKPHITOM JKEJTaHUH) HEYassHHON CBHIIETEIBHUIIE, U C OTKPOBEHHON yXMBUIKOM
3aKpbUl OKHO. MoJ1, HacMoTpenack U OyaeT. 3a MpocMOTp IJIATAT. U0 JIeHbramy,
7160 JTH000BBIO.

Exarepuna, 3ajpixasich, ynajga Ha IOCTE€Ib, BHOBb M BHOBb BCIIOMUHAas
B3BOJIHOBaBIIYyI0 €€ KapTuHy. Kak ke kpacuB 3TOT aHrein-uept! Takoro cioxkHO
IPUPYYUTh, C TAKUM HH MHUHYTHI HE OyJellb CIIOKOIHA, HO 3aTO, KaKk OOHMUMET, TaK
cpa3y Bce mevaiu 1no3ady/elib, OTAAIbCS KapKoil CTPAacTH, a MOTOM... IOTOM, TOPH
OHO BCE CHUHHUM IIaMeHeM. ExaTepuHa cHOBa Opocuiach K OKHY, BITyCKasi B KOMHATY
apoMar TeIyIol HOYM. ['00Ba KpyXuiach OT JKEJIaHUs, TEIO IOpPEo, OXBAYEHHOE
ar000BHON nuxopanko. [lokazamoch, WM HAmpOTHB JEHCTBUTENBHO JIPOTHYIA
mropa?! C kem oH TaMm ceituac? C Kypakunoit?

— Hukyna He neHembcsi, — mporienTtaia oHa. — Bce paBHO Oyjaenis MoW.
WNuaue He s Oyny.

W Bot, moxamyicta, HEOO YCIHBILIAJIO HENPUCTOMHYIO MOJIUTBY. HAYTPO
noxkainosan LllyBanos, ucnpammusas apyxeckoro coera. Ilocie yxona MHKBU3UTOpA
OoHa Opocuiach B CHAJIBHIO — YMBIBAThCS, OJIEBAThCS, OXOpALIMBaThCs. J(eBKH, Kak
3aBe/ICHHble, O€raji BOKPYI, HE IOHMMAas, OTYEr0 OOBIYHO TakKas CHOKOWHas U
HEBO3MYTHMasl, OHa KPUUUT U TpeOyeT noTtopaminBarbes. CBeTOe miIaThe, BOJIOCHI,
YIIO’)KEHHBIE B MPOCTYIO MPUYECKY, HEMHOTO PYMSH U MOMaJbl. B 10KOUHKY MEXITy
TpyAsIMH yTiaja Karejbka TyXOB — JIFOOMMBIM apomaT JIETHUX I[BeTOB. Bce, oHa
rOTOBA K JIOJIT0K/TaHHON BCTpEYE.

Opnako OpJsioB HE TOPONMIICSA, UCIBITHIBASI HETEPIIEHUE BEJIMKOW KHSTHHH.
[Tpouio yaca ABa, Kak €l MOJOXKUIM — MpuObLI, mapmuBel. Co crenuasbHbIM
nonecenueM ot rpaga llysanosa.

ExaTepuHa HepBHO olpaBuia Ha ceOe IaThe, HE MOHMMAs, [I0YEMY OHA TaK
BOJIHyeTCs. Bpoae He neBouka, 4ToObl Tak MEpEekKUBATh M3-3a MYXKUMHBI, U BCE K€
cep/ue 0TOMBaIO CBOM HabaT, HOPOBS BOT-BOT BBICKOUUTh U3 TPYIH.

Bomien, ycmexHyncs B3IVIAJIOM, MIHOBEHHO OLIEHUB M JIMXOPaJ04YHOE
BO30YyXKJ€HHE, U €€ JEBCTBEHHO OeNblil Hapsl, U JJMHHBIEC Najbllbl, HETEPIIEIUBO
NOCTYKMBAOIIME 10 JaKOBOM cTojemHuie. OHa 0osulach HApYIIUTh MOJYAHUE, OH
— HACMEILUIMBO TAHYJI nay3y. llepsoi He Beinepxkana Exarepuna:

— Bac npucnan UlyBanos?

B otBet Genosy0bas ymbioka:

— Omn.

— n?

Emie ogna ynbiOka.

ExaTtepuna HepBHO 00JIM3HYJA T'YObI.



— W Huuero. S xay pacnopsKeHHH, Balle BEICOYECTBO.

— JI1o6b1x? — ronoc Exarepunbl, 0OBIYHO 3BYUYHBIM M OapXaTHBINA, BAPYT
OKa3aJicsl C IOCAAHON mpopexor. HepBel momosiiam C KelnaHuWeMm emle HE TaK MOTYT
MTOJBECTH.

OpJioB caenan BUJl, YTO HE 3aMETUJI MPOOUBIIECHCS JPOXKH, €ro SIBHO 3a0aBIsI
ATOT IIIYNbIA pa3roBop.

— Pazymeercs, mo6bix. [Ipuka3zbiBaiite. S Bech B HETEpIEHUH.

Cobaxa, kakas! OH B Hereprnenun! ExarepuHa BHOBBH BIJISibIBAlach B €O
KpacuMBO€ JIMIIO: OTPOMHBIE Kapue TJia3a, Beceno OJeCTeBIIME IMOJ JITUHHBIMU
NYIIUCTBIMUA PECHULIAMH, Oe3ynpedHoil ¢Ghopmbl JI00, TIaaKui, Oenblid, CIOBHO
JIOPOroM Mpamop. YHPsIMbIi HOC C XWUIIHBIMM HO3APSAMH, IyXJbld pPOT —
MIPOTUBOECTECTBEHHOE COYETAHUE HEKHOCTH M MYKECTBEHHOCTH. Kak el XoTenoch
JTOTPOHYTHCSI IO STUX BIAXKHBIX TEIUIBIX Ty0, MaxHYBIIMX TabakoM U APYTHMHU
xeHmmHamMu. Kak xorenoch momnpoOoBaTh Ha ONIYNh CMOJISIHBIE KYJIPH: TaK JTU OHU
MSTKH, Kak KaxyTrca?! Kak maBHO OHa XoTesna TOYyBCTBOBAaTh Ha ce0€ TSHKECTh €ro
COBEPILIEHHOIO TeJa U MOAATHCS IPOCTHOMY HATUCKY ...

— Bawm HpaBurcs xuthb B [lerepOypre?

bosee raoynoro Borpoca Henb3si ObLIO MpUAYMaTh. Pa3Be 4To TOJIBKO, CIIPOCH
OHa O MOToJIE.

— Iloxany#, aa, yeM HeT, — oTBeTWws1 OpiioB U 0e3 pa3pelieHus yceics B
Kpecie. — 31ech 00JIbIIe HaCHaKIEeHUN U O00JIbIe BO3MOXKHOCTEH.

— A BbBI JTFOOUTE HACTAXKIECHUS ?

— A KTO X UX He T00UT? — yAuBUiCS oH. — Jlaxke cobaka He MPOTUB, KOTJaa
€l OYEeChIBAIOT Iy30 U IAI0T KOCTh C OCTaTKaMH Msica. YTo yX O JIOASX TOBOPUTD?

— U xakue HaCHaXEeHUS BaM 110 HPaBy?

— Baacte. XKXenmunesl. JIeHbru.

B mepByio munyty Exarepuna onemena oT mogoOHOM HAariloCTH, OJIHAKO
IIOTOM HE BBIJEPHKAJa U PaCCMESIIACH!

— BrI Bceria Tak OTKpOBEHHBI ?

— Her. Ho ¢ Bamu — na.

— Tornma oTBeThTE MHE €11I€ Ha OJUH BOIPOC... TOIBKO OTKPOBEHHO.

— CrnpammuBaiiTe, — OH HaKJIOHWICS K HEH, HAIOMUHAs XUIIHOTO T'OJIOAHOTO
3Beps. EkaTepuHy npoH3uia Terias Cy10pora BHU3Y AKHUBOTA.

— Ilpu nBope crano u3BeCTHO O Bamied modene Han kHsAruHed KypakuHoil.
OnHa paccka3blBaeT YJIMBHUTENbHBIE BEIIM O BAllUX M-M... CHOCOOHOCTSX. ['oBOpHT,
YTO JIy4lI€ BCETO BaM YHAETCAd B IOCTENH... UTO BaM JIydllle BCErO yAAeTCA B
MOCTEJIN? — BBITIAJIAIA OHA ¥ OTYASTHHO TIOKPACHEIIA.

OpJioB YBEpEHHO MOJOIIEN K HEMl, HE CMYIIAsCh, KOCHYJICS TPYAU B BbIPE3€
TJ1aThA.

— Cnansasa rae?

Ekarepuna pacrepsace:

— Tawm.

— Touwmu. He mro61110 ¢110B, IPEAOYnTAar0 AEIIO.



Ona O€3BOJIBHOW KYKJIOM TMOTJIENach CJIEAOM, YYyBCTBYS, KaK W3MEHSET
CMEJIOCTh. DTOr0 HE MOKET OBITh, HE MOXET, HE MOXKeET... Ynmu?

B cmansHe OH mEpBBIM JEI0M KPENKO 3aKphUT ABeph. Pe3ko o0epHycs U yxe
MO-CBOMCKHM, KaK W TMOA00AaeT XO35iMHYy, MpmKal K cede, JaBas OIIyTHTh CBOE
)kesanue. OTTOJIKHYI.

Xpscts! I1naTee HE BBIAEPKAIO CUIBHBIX PYK U Pa30IUIOCh HA TPYIU JBYMsI
OeJIBIMUA CMSITBIMH ITOJJOBUHKAMH.

Xpscts! Monya 1 ¢ yJI0BOJBCTBHEM PBajl Ha HEW OJEXK Yy, TOTOM TOJKHYJ Ha
MMOCTEb.

— 3Ha4uT, Balle BEICOYECTBO, XOUET y3HATh, UTO JIy4llle BCETO MHE YJA€TCs B
nocteau? UTo Xk, s TOTOB YAOBJIETBOPUTH Ballle JTIOOOIBITCTBO.

Ax-ax! CHavama oHa Aake HE TMOHSJIA, YTO UMEHHO OH COOMpaeTcs CaelaTh,
3aTeM CMYTHJIACh, JEPHYBIINUCH U 3aKPhIBas MOTAHOE MECTEYKO OOCUMU JIAJOHIMHU.
CrnoBHo HeBUHHAs OapbIiTHsI. OH HEXKHO U JIACKOBO OTBEJ OECCHIIBHBIC PYKH:

— He 6otics. Tebe OyaeT oueHb XOpoIIIo, 00emaro.

U oT 3TO# KIATBBI OHA CHHKJIA, paccaabmiiach, YyBCTBYsI, KaK €ro TyObl HAaYaIH
WCCJIeIOBAaTh caMble YKpOMHBEIE MecTeuku ee Tena. Ol Takoro ¢ Hel emie He OBLIO.
Teno OnaromapHO BHITMOAJIOCH €My HABCTpedy, JIOBS KaXJ0€ IPUKOCHOBEHUE,
ropeJio OT CTpacTu. BHU3Y CcTajio COBCEM ropsiuo, *KEHIIMHA 3aKpUJaa. ..

...A 3aTeM HakaTWia enle 0JlHa — camMasi CUJIbHasl — BOJIHA JKEJIaHUsl, HAKPHIB
€€ BCIO OT T'OJIOBHI JI0 TATOK, U, COJPOTHYBIIUCH OT CIAJKOTO CIla3Ma, MPOH3UBILETO
BIIaYKHOE JIOHO, EkaTepuHa Bapyr oOMsIKIa 1 3aTHUXJIA.

Op10B 1OBOJIBHO MOXJIONAJI €€ MO OTOJIEHHOMY KHBOTY.

— Takux ropsiuux 6a0 y meHs emie He Ob10. Houbto emie npuay. XKau.

U BbllIEN, XJIOMHYB JBEPHIO.

Exarepuna B3risiHylna Ha ce0sd B 3€pkajo. KpacHasi, pacTpenaHHas,
YIWBJICHHAs W cYacTiuBas. BcmoMHHMB HeoObIYHBIC Jacku ['puropusi, oHa Ha
MTHOBEHHE CMYTHJIACh, HO TYT K€ OTOTHAJIA CTHIJJIMBBIC MBICTU. Yero CTHIIUTHCS?
JIro0Bu? CBOUX KETaHUHI ?

Hanpsbkenne mnocnennux aHed oTcrynano. [nmasa ciaumnanuch, BeJHMKas
KHATMHS CKHUHYJIa Ha IMOJ pPa30pBaHHOE IUIaTh€ U, 3aBEPHYBIINCH B OJESJIO,
MPOBAJIWJIACH B CIIOKOMHBIN U KPENKHUM COH. /[0 Bedepa enie Tak Jaieko, a €M HyKHO
Ha0paThCs HOBBIX CHJI.

I'JIABA 12.

['puropuii He 0OMaHyl, MpUIIET B MOJHOYb M OCTAJCS 10 CaMOro yTpa.
3ajlackaHHas, 3alelloBaHHas ExaTeprHa BIEpPBbIE 3a JIOJITOE BPEMS CIIOKOMHO
3aCHyJIa B TEIJIBIX MY>KCKHX OOBSATHSIX.

Ho npuBpIuka pano BcTaBaTh BCE-TAaKU B3sija CBOE, HECMOTPS Ha NPUATHYIO
yCTaJOCTh U KOPOTKUM COH. [IpUNOMHSABIIUCE HA JIOKTE, OHA OCTOPOXKHO OOBOIMIIA
IaJIbLIEM aHTEJIbCKUE YEPTHI, €11I€ HE BEps, YTO ATOT CBOCHPABHBIN [ epKynec Tenepp
OPUHAICKUT eit ogHoi. Ho mpunagnexxur nn?



— JlIroOyembes? —xpuruio cnpocust OpiioB, OTKPHIB IJ1a3a.

— JIrobyroch, ['puria, — co Bcel cepbe3HOCThIO OTBeTHIIa Exatepura. — A
ele AyMaro, CKOJIbKO HaM C TOOOH CUacThs OTITYILIEHO?

— Yero TyT nymaTth, — OH Ipy0OBaTO, HO JJACKOBO MOIIEJIOBAJ €€ MPSIMO B
omyxuue ryopl. — CKOJIBKO OTIYLIEHO, CTOJIBKO M BO3bMEM. MBI Ternepb ¢ TOOOM
Kpenko nossizanbl. Kak uronka ¢ autoukoil. Kyna Tel, Tyna u . Tenepb HuKyna Te0s
HE OTIIYLy U HUKOMY HE OTZaM.

— Crout 1M JaBaTh Takue OOCIIaHus, KOT1a BIEPEIH 1ie1ast AKU3Hb?

— Crour!

— IlpaBny roBopsr, yTo y Te0s €CTh 4eTBEpO OpaTbeB? — CHPOCHIIA OHA
BIPYT.

— IlpaBny. Ilanka ¢ mMaMKOM MOCTapaiduCh, POAWIIA TAKUX MOJOALOB, —
3acMesicsi oH. — UBaH, Anekceii, ®enop u Brnagumup. Bce Ha BoeHHoil cimyxo0e.
Mei, Kats, uetbipe nonka npu IletepOypre nepxxkum. U xpenko nepxxum. I'Bapaeiiist
3a HAC MOMAYT M B OrOHb, U B BoAy. Ho s — nyumuii. 910 Tebe Ha BCAKUN CiTydaii
TOBOPIO, HE TEPIUIKO CONIEPHUKOB.

— A k10 TBOM poautenu? — EkaTtepuHa mocrtapanach CKpbITh JIOOOMBITCTBO,
HO OHO BCE K€ NMPOPBAJIOCH. | puropuit 310 HacynuIics.

— I'mymaemnbcs?

— UYto TbI, I'puma, mpocTo WHTEPECHO, — TIOCIENINIa €ro YCIOKOWTH
BEJIMKasl KHATHHS.

— Ilpoucxoxnenue y MeHsi ckpomHoe. lyis Bac, MMIEpaTopoB, — HEXOTS

nporosopui OpyoB. — Ho HaM, rBapjeiiiiaM, ecthb, 4em ropautbes. Jlea moii, Ban
OpnoB, psi1oBOil JTy4HUK ObUI 3aMemiaH B OyHTe CTpenbloB. Ho BbIIEn cyXuMm uX
Bojbl. Tak Obuto neno. [IpuroBopunm, 3HauuT, 1ega MOero K cMepTHOM ka3HH. Llapp
npukazai. U, MoxeT ObITh, Ha TOM Hall poj Obl U MpepBaycs, eciiu Obl HE MUJIOCTD
rocyaaps. B3omien on, monumaenib, Ha 31madoT U, yIBIOHYBUINCH, OTTOJIKHYJ HOTOM
OKpOBABJIEHHYIO I'0JIOBY, MIOCJAB YJapOM B HapoA. ['0J10B TaM MHOIO Bajsioch B TOT
nenb. Hapon 3akpuyai, uenyraics. A napb Hy, Kak X0X0TaTb. 3a 3TO €ro uaps, Ilerp
Anekceend, u mommioBai. Jro0mt0, ToBOpUT, cMenbix aa Oecmabamubix. [locre
3TOIO JI€J] OCTENIEHUIICS, BEPHO CIIYKHJI LIAPI0 U TOCIYKHWICSA 10 OPUIIEPCKOr0 YMHA.
CoiH ero, I'puropuii MBanoBuu, u Moi otery ctan ryoepHatopom Hosropoma. B
IATBAECST TPU TOAA )KEHUJICSA HA OJIaropoJHON AeBHlle 3UHOBbEBOM. TO MaMKa Mo,
Poauna ona Oare neBATH CBIHOYKOB, JAEBKM Y HHMX MOYEMY-TO HE IOJIYYAJIUCH.
Beokunm tonbko nsAarepo. Mel, Kats, kak nansisl OTHOM pyKH — KyJa OAUH, TyJla U
Bce. KakIpIi1 3a Apyroro rotoB »W3HbIK NOPY4YUTHCS. PO/IHAs KpOBS...

— I'pu I'pu, — nackoBo mpoienTana oHa, Ipooys IpUIyMaHHOE UM Ha BKYC.

— IlycTh Tak, — mmoxan oH miedamu. — He Bo3paxaro.

— A mpambl OTKyAa? — CIpocuia OHa, KOCHYBIINCH OTMETHUH Ha TeJle.

— Cwmemnas, npaso...— OpnoB nepexBaTui ee pyky. — Otkyaa um
NOSIBUTHCS, Kak He ¢ BoMHBI. [Ipo 6utBy y LlopHnopda cnpixana? Tam Hammx MHOTO
MOJIETJIO, @ YK KaJeK CKOJIBKO MPUIUIO. A s, CHaCTJIMBYHMK, LIAPAITMHAMH OT/EJIAJC.



— OmH Brisecs B €e coCpeIoToueHHOe TuIo. — Wnu omsith mpupeBHoBana? Takue
KOTOTKH, KaK y T€0sI, TOKE CIIOCOOHBI OCTABJIATh IIPAMBI.

— Onu Ha MHOTO€ crmocobOubl, ['puma. I — mydmas. 910 Tebe Ha BCAKHI
ClTy4ail TOBOPIO, HE TEPILTIO COTICPHHII.

— IloHsiTHO, — Kak-TO OYJHWYHO M TMO-BOEHHOMY cKazai OpJjoB. —
Kypakunoit naem orcraBky. To-to lllyBanoB nopanyercs. XKanb, KOHeUHO, HE ycHen
pacnpo6oBaTthk. [lepectrans napanatecs! S sxe momrytu!

— A s He myuy, ['puma! Hukakux conepnuir!

— Huxkakux! Ox, 1o 4ero e 1ol 0a0a ciaakas!

UM 6onee B TOT IeHb OHU HE TOBOPUIIH.

O HOBOM YBIJIEYEHUHU BEJIMKOW KHATHUHU TMpPH ABOpE y3Halnu cpazy. Kuaruus
Kypakuna xycana joktu ot mocazsl, lllyBamoB He ckpbIBalm pamocTH, yTemias CBOIO
npekpacHyro Eneny, a OpioB ¢ dYyBCTBOM, TOJKOM H PacCTaHOBKOM
KoMripomeTupoBan Exatepuny. M1 1o06po ObI TOJIBEKO OTKPBITO MOCEIIAN €€ CHAbHIO,
TaK HET, 3TOr0 OKa3aJIoCh Majo: TO W JEJNO MapoyKy 3acTaBalii B OTKPOBEHHBIX
no3ax. Ha 6anax Exarepuna TanueBana Toabko ¢ OpiaoBbIM, IPUHUMAS €70 TOLETyH
KaK J0o/DKHOe. JIBOp HeZoyMeBall: Mocie CKpOMHOTO W ymMHOro CanThIKOBa, MOCIHE
YTOHYEHHOTO W OpUTHMHANIbHOrO IIOHATOBCKOro, HAaKOHEI, MOCJE JETUKATHOIO U
muriomatuyHoro  IlanmHa, cTosb  OTKpbITas cBsS3b ¢ OpiioBBIM  Ka3anach
Me3allbsiHCOM. Heykenu BemuKyro KHSATHHIO MpeNbCcThiia BHEMHOCTh OproBa? DTum
BOIIPOCOM TaK WJIM MHAYE 3a/IaBaJIMCh Bce, 3a UcCKIoueHueM llerpa denoposuua u
EnuzaBersl. IlepBoro nena cympyrd COBEPIIEHHO HE HWHTEpECOBaNM, BTOpas —
OalaHcUpoOBaa Ha TPAHU KU3HU U CMEPTHU, C TPYAOM OPUEHTUPYSCH B PEaTbHOCTH.

Exarepuna He oOpaiaia BHUMaHHs Ha CIUIETHU: OHA Obljla CUacTIMBa.

— W 4rto THI B HeMm Hanuia, Ekarepuna AnekceeBHa, — CIPOCHJIA €€ KaK-TO
kHaruHs JlamkoBa. — OH ke rpyOblii, He0Opa30BaHHBIM, BEYHO MbAHBIN. [laxe
KOT/Ia TPE3B, BCE PABHO KAKETCS MbSTHBIM.

— I ero mo0mato, — npusHanachk Exarepuna.

— 3a uro? — ynuBunace JlamkoBa. — Heyxkenu 3T0O XMBOTHOE MOXHO
JTHOOUTH?

— A pa3Be m00UTh HYKHO 3a 4TO-TO? — napupoBasia Exatepuna. — K tomy
e )KUBOTHBIX JIFOOST O0Jbllle U cuiibHee, yem moaei. Hy, xopomo. f ero mro6io 3a
KpacoTy M CMEJIOCTh. 3a HEBEPOSATHYIO Bepy B ceOs. JIto6:ro 3a ero rpomMaaHbiii poct
U MOJIOJICLIKYIO yaalib. JIF00I10 3a molenyu, 3a To, 4To 51 0oJibllle HU OAHOW HOYU HE
npoBOXYy ojHa. JIroOmr0 3a oTBary m Oe3yMHbIE BBIXOJKH. JIFOOIO 3a TpyOOCTh U
Jacky. A eue...

— A emie ThI ero JIIOOWIIb 32 T€ YEeThIpe TBApJCHCKUX IMOJKA, KOTOPhIE OH U

ero OpaThsi KpemKo JepaT B CBOMX JKEJIE3HBIX pyKax, — MOJBITOXKHIA
nponunarensuas [Jamkosa. — C HuMu OyJeT HAMHOTO yA0OHEe U MPOIIe B30MTH HA
TPOH.

Exarepuna He cTana OTIUpPAThCS.
— Tl oOBuHsems MeHs B KopbicTu? [lo rmazam Buky, uto 3710 Tak. Hy u
nycte! TBoe mpaBo BuHuUTh, MeHs. Kak u Moe — Oopotbest 3a mpecton. S



YeThIPHAUATh JIET >KJana, M Temepb HE HMMEI0 mpaBa Ha omuoOKy. TyT He [0
cantumMeHTOB, Karenpka. Kak ToOJIBKO mMMmeparpuma HMCIYCTUT MOCIEIHHM AOyX,
HayHEeTCs BOMHA. BoliHa Ha BbDKMBaHuUE. Thl JyMaellb, 4TO 1 JyMAarO TOJIBKO O CBOEH
cynp0e? Ommbaenibesi. OT MEeHS 3aBUCUT, OyJIET JTU MOM CHIH UTh, U MPU3HAIOT JIU
€ro 3aKOHHBIM HacjaeIHUKOM. OT MEHs 3aBUCHUT Cyab0a Jpy3ei, TBOs, KCTaTH, TOXKE.
WNnu e pymaemib, 4yTo TBOS psiOasi cecTpuuka moxaneer Teds? Hakonen, u 3to,
MOJKET OBITh, CAMOE IJIABHOE, OT MEHsSI 3aBUCUT cyAp0a Poccuun. D10 MOs cTpaHa, Mos
Bepa U Mos cyabOa. W ecnm uist Toro, 4TtoObl MOJyYUTh KOPOHY, MHE NMPHUAETCA
IepecaTh ¢ LUEeNbIM I'BapICHCKUM IOJIKOM, 5 3TO caenaro. M eme 6iarogaputs Oyy!
[Tonarao? B cBoe BpeMs Enuzasera IleTpoBHa ykpsuiachk 3a CanThIKOBOM, OTIIPABUB
Ty B Ka3apMbl. S| yKpbIBaTbCsl HE Oyly: €ciiu Hazlo, cama nouy!

— Ilpoct, — noBununacey Jlamkosa. — S Benp 3a Te0s mepexuBaio. TBoe
UMs y BCEX Ha CIIyXy, ero BMecte ¢ OpJIoBbIM TO TaK, TO 3TaK CKJIOHAIOT. B kazapmax
TOJIBKO O Balllel CBSI3U U TOBOPSIT.

— U xopomo, — rmasa ExareprHbl NOTEMHENN OT THEBA U HE3ACIYKEHHOMU
o0upl. — Xopotio, yTo roBopsAT. UeM Gosbliie, Tem srydiie. Jlydine monoxxXurbes Ha
IpEeJaHHOCTh MJIAAIMINX O(HUIEPOB, MCKOHHO PYCCKUX JIIOJEH, 4YeM J0OMBAaThCS
CUMIIATUH BBICIIEIO KOMAaHJIOBaHUS, 3aBUCSIIET0 OT NpUABOpHBIX MHTpUr! K Tomy
e OpJoBBl TOTOBBI CIIy’)KMTh MHE BEpOHM M npasBaod. Bce oHu Benyr cpeau
o(UIIEpOB U CONJAT NpONaraHay B MO MOJb3Y.

— Ocobenno Aunekceit, — ynbiOHynachk JlamkoBa. — Kaxercs, Tbl
YMYIpUJIACh Cpa3uTh CEpAlle HE TOJIbKO CTapuiero, Ho M muaguiero oOparta. OH
Oosbllie APYTUX MPOSIBISET HETEPIEHUE M TOPUT >KEJIAHUEM CBEPrHYTh BparoB
IIPEKPacCHOUW KHATMHU. TOJBKO HE HY»HO KpacHETh. IIycTh OH M HE Tak mpeKpaceH,

Kak ero crapumii Opat... He 3ps Anekces Ha3piBaloT pe3anbiM. Illpam
JNEUCTBUTEIBHO Y’)KaCeH — OT pTa 10 yXa.
— Hy u yto, — Ekarepuna BcTtana Ha cTOpoHy cBoero jgooumia. — pamsl

YKpaIraroT MYXK4YiH. AJIeKCEl CrOCOOEH yaapoM KyJiaka CBAJIUTh ObIKa, K TOMY K€
OH OYE€Hb YMEH M YECTOJIOOMB. A Thl 3HAElIb, KaK S LIEHIO B JIOJAX 3TH KaueCTBa.
EnvHCTBEHHBIM HENOCTATOK AJEKCed — BCIBUIBYMBOCTh, HO CO BPEMEHEM 3TO,
HaBepHsKa, npoiaeTr. B mobom ciyuae, Opatbst OpiioBbl — MOW CUACTIMBBIN IIAHC.
N g odeHb HAAEIOCh, UTO OH CHITPAeT. A TO, YTO B Ka3apMmax 3HAKOT O HaIluX
OTHOLIEHUSX ¢ ['pullieid, 1 TOIbKO NPUBETCTBYIO. TaM OH — U 1aph, ¥ O00r. 3Haelb, 5
naxe npocuna ['pu ['pu oTBECTH MEHSA TyAa.

— W 4uro on?

— Cornacuics, — ¢ HENOHATHOM TOPAOCThIO cKazana ExarepuHa.

JlammkoBa TOJIBKO YKOPH3HEHHO IIOKadaja TOJIOBOM, OCO3HAaBas, 4YTO €€
yIpsiMas oJipyra BCe paBHO IOCTYNUT ITO-CBOEMY.

Tak oHo m BbeWIO. Yepe3 nBa aHs OpiioB mpukasan ExarepuHe HaaeThb
MYKCKOM KOCTIOM H yOpaTh BOJIOCEI B Kochl. [lo mopore B KazapMbl OH ee
WHCTPYKTHPOBA:



— Benu cebs ciokoiiHo u ¢ JocTonHCcTBOM. Ha canmpHble mIyTKu 1u60 OTBeuai
TOYHO TaK e, TM00 He OTBeYail BoBce. [ maBHOe — He mokasbiBail cTpaxa. OHH, Kak
IIChI, MOMEHTAJILHO 3TO YyBCTBYIOT. He ycneenis orisiHyTbCcsl — MUTOM Pa3opBYT.

Crpaxa ExateprHa He HCTIBIThIBANIA, HAIPOTHUB, BECh IEHb MpeObIBaia B KaKOM-
TO 3W(opHuH, CIOBHO TOTOBWJIACH BCTYNHUTh B HOBBIM, HEU3BEJaHHBIN, HO OYEHb
IPUTATATEIIbHBIA MUD.

[Tonavasmy rBapieinbl BOCIPUHUMAIKM €€ HACTOPOKEHHO. JlecsaTKu map riias
Harjo OUlynblBaJd (PUTYpY, BIVISABIBAINCH B CIIOKOHOE€ M HEMHOTO HAIMEHHOE
muno. OnHako rpyObIX WIYTOK, Kak Oosnack, ExarepuHa Tak M HE MOCIEI0BAO.
CkaspiBanioch NpUCYTCTBHE KOoMaHaupa. C deThIpex CTOPOH BEIUKYIO KHATHHIO
oKpyxayu O0patesi OpJiOBBI, TOTOBBIE, €CIIM YTO, OTPA3UTh 000 HaTuck. Ho 3Toro
He noTpeboBasiock. CripaBUBLINCH C MEPBBIM BOJHEHHEM, ExaTepuHa crenana mar
BIIEpEl, YIABIOHYIACH!

— S Bcerma meutana yBHETh Jydiuux reapaeineB Poccun. CeromHs mos
MeuTa HUCHOJHIIOCH. Iloka BbI ecTh, Poccus ocTtaHeTcss BENMMKONH UM HEMOOEIUMOU
JIEPKABOM.

Ee cimoBa BCTpeTHIIN JTMKOBAHHUEM.

— W s Bce caenato, 4ToOBI K I'BapjeiliaM U BIPEIb OTHOCUIIUCH C JIOJKHBIM
yBaxkeHueM M nouderomM. — I cHoBa TpoekpatHoe ypa. OtHomeHue Ilerpa k
JAHHOMY BOIIPOCY HH JJIi KOro He Obulo cekpeToM. ConjaT OH BOCHPHHHMMAJ HE
MHaye, Kak mymieyHoe Msico. Ha 3Tom QoHe Temible M MpoCThie CJIOBa OKAa3aJIHUCh
BeIMTpbILIHBIMU. K ExaTeprne npubnusuiics ycartblil rBapjeel:

— Dkas Thl Ja/iHasA, MaTylIKa, NpocTo jebdeayuika. Ecau Obl He ['puna. ..

— OxonoHu, IlerpoBuu! — ocagun ero pasom Hacynusmwmiics OpioB. —
['ma3amu cmoTtpH, a pykamu He Tporaid. Mos!

B kazapme pazganucek 100poayIIHbIe, OAOOPSIONINE CMEIIKH.

— Momopen, I'puma! — wne ynumancs IlerpoBuu. — Kakyio 06aly cebe
otopBain! Beineil c Hamu, Ekareprna AnexkceeBHa, HE MOTHYLIANCS.

Eil npoTsHynu Kpy>KKy ¢ ropsyuM myHiiem. [IpsHbii 3amax 00XHUraromiero
BHHA pasropsyus u 0e3 Toro 3ampuiaBiue miekud. He motomy nu mate Ceprest Tak
arobuna OblBaTh B Kazapmax? A xopoml IlerpoBud, BecbMa XOpOII, HECMOTpPs Ha
Bo3pacT. Eciu Obl He Opnos... Ho kyna ona 0e3 Hero teneps? Exarepuna cuenana
NOOPBIN TTIOTOK OOXKUTAIOIIEro HanuTKa. BKyc KOpHUIbI, TEPIIKUX TPaB U HAAEHKIBI.

— Cpogy takoro He mpoOoBana, euie Hajlel! — moacraBuia OMYCTEBIIYIO
KPYXKY.

— He onssnelt, Kars, — mennyn Ha yxo OpnoB. — CongaTckuil myHII
KOBApEH, IBETCS JIETKO, IbSHUT CUIIbHEHN, YEM BOJKA.

OHa KOpOTKO KHMBHYJIA, JaB 3HAK, UYTO IMOHsJIA U MPUHSAIA IPETOCTEPEKEHUE.
Ho xpyxky B3siia ¥, HeMHOro OTXJeOHYB, nepenana ee ['puropuro. OpioB BBITUI
3QJIIIOM.

— Hy, cmacubo, opnsl! He mnoasenmu! — ckazan ['puropuii, obGHUMas
Exrtaepuny 3a ruieun, — Y BaXXuiau KomasHaupal



Conparckue CMOTPUHBI 3aKOHUMIMCH YycnemHo. B Tor nenp Ekartepuna
MOYyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO OJepKajia elle OJHYy MmoOeay, MOXKeT ObITh, HA JAHHOM JTare
caMmyro BaxHyro. OpJoB Takke ocrajics 10BosieH. OH HE TOJNBbKO 3aKpENul CBOM
OTHOIICHUS C BEIUKON KHSATWHEH, HO M 3apydyuyics MOAJEPKKONH U 0J0OpEHHEM CO
cTtopoHsl nogunHeHHbIX. Cynp0a Ctenbku Pa3una emy Oosiee He rpo3uiia.

C Toro momeHnTa y Exarepunnl ctainu 4acto ObIBaTh HE TOJIBKO OpaThsi, HO U
ux Ommkaimue napy3ps. OHa mpupydyana UX TMOCTENEHHO, TO MPSHUKOM, TO
BUJINMOCTBIO KHYTa, HO YK€ CIIyCTs IMOJT0Ja MOTJa C YBEPEHHOCTBhIO CKa3aTb. OHU
NOMAYT 32 HEW M B OrOHb U B BOIY. A TO, 4TO OyJE€T U OTOHb, U BOJA, U MEJIHBIC
TpYOBI, YK€ HUKTO HE COMHEBAJICS.

JIBOp aBHO HamOMUHAJI TeaTp BOCHHBIX AcHCTBUU. Ha mojaoBHHE BEIMKOIO
KHS351 CTPOWIA KO3HH M JIEJIWIIM TOCYJapCTBEHHBIE NIOCTHI; B ONIOYMBAJIBLHE BEIUKON
KHAruHA OpJIOB OJIMH 3a APYTUM OTMETaJ IUIaHbl TOCYAApPCTBEHHOTO EPEBOPOTA, A B
TEMHOMH, Tpomnaxiieil 00JIe3HBI0 W aroHHEeH, KOMHATYIIKe ymupana Enn3asera.

Exartepuna, noxainyii, Obuta eIMHCTBEHHOM, KTO MPUXOIWI CIOAa Mo A00poit
Bosie. OHa u eme Asnekceil Pa3ymMoBCKkui, TallHbI MyX uMmIiiepaTpuibl. OH yacamu
npocwkuBasl y moctenu ymuparomei. Crapasch 0OJeryuTh €l mocieaHHe
cTpananusi. EkaTeprHa HEMHOIO 3aBUOBaJia 3TOU JIIOOBH, BBIAEPKABIIEH TIaBHOE
UCIIBITaHUE — B rope. B panocTu Bcik MOKJISHETCS B JIIOOBM M BEPHOCTH, a BOT
nonpoOyi Tak, kak oH. B peakue munHyThl, kKoraa EnuzaBera npuxoauina B cedsi, OHU
00a pazroBapHBajM C HEW.

— Tw1 mpoctu Mens, Karsa, — kak-To mpocurmena uMrmeparpuia. — MHOro
cTpafgaHuil y Te0st ObLIO 10 MOEW BHMHE, MHOTO 00iH U ciie3. CbhlHa y TeOs OTHsA,
CBOET0 HE YIaJ0Ch 3aIlOydduTh, — OHA KOCO B3TJIAHYJAa B CTOPOHY Pa3ymoBckoroO.

— Ipoctumis nu, He 3Haw. S Obl HE MpOCTUIIA, HO CMAcUOO CKaXHU: TOJBKO
CTpaJaHus JenaroT JyX CTOMKUM. A rje CTOMKUN ayX, TaM Telo He nmoasenet. Orenn
BCerJa TaK TOBOPHWJ, Ja s HE ciymana. Tejgo yoOiaxana, Kak MOIJa, a O JIyIe
noayMath 3a0bi1a. BoT ceifdac neXy M BCIOMHHAIO, CKOJIBKO TUTATHEB TIOCIIE MEHS
octaretcs? [1ate Teicau? [lecaTs? S ux Bcex M HE MOMHIO, TapOM, YTO MHOTHE JaXKe
HEHAJIEBAaHHBIMU OCTaHyTCs. Tyduu B psabl BEICTPOUIIUCH, IPArOIIEHHOCTH B JIapIiax
neutsTcs. Ho ¢ coGoit B Morminy ux He Bo3bMmenib? He mnates xe bory Oyaenib
ITOKa3bIBATh...

Omna 3acToHana, 1 Pa3yMoOBCKUIT MTHOBEHHO BCTpEIEHYJICS:

— bonurt, nyma most?

— bonut, Anemenpka, — HEeXHO oTBeTwia EnmzaBera. — 3a 1ebs mymia
oomut. Kak 1e6st octaBmo? Tel ero He rHOOH, KaTeHbka, OTIYCTH TTOTOM C MHUPOM,
xopomo? Ha mpecron mpereHnoBatb He OyJeT, UHTPUT HE JIOOWT. MeHs ToOuT.
Tonbko 1, 1ypa, He cpa3y MOHSIIA U pas3risjena.

— IlomHo TebGe, JIuza, cokpymatbcs, — Pa3ymMOBCKuii B3si1 €€ CTpalrHbie
OTYXIIINE PYKU B CBOM. — ThI MEHS CYACTIIUBBIM CJIeJIaNa, a ’TOTO BIIOJIHE JOBOJILHO.
He neuvanbscs o nmponuiom.

— /Jla kak ke 00 3TOM He NeYaTUThCI? — MO OJeAHOMY JIUIY UMIEPATPHULIBI
MOKATUJINCh KPYMHBIE ce3bl. — JKHUTh-TO, Kak Xxo4eTcs!



Pa3zymoBckuii HE BbIIEpKA U TOXKE 3aIlJIaKall, ypPOHUB T'OJIOBY Ha TPYAb.
— JloBonbHO, Aunemra, OyaeT HaM TpeXAe BpEMEHH Cle3bl JUTh, —

OTCTpaHwia €ro wumimeparpuna. — HMau, BbICMOpKancs, 4dailky mnoned. MHe c
KarepuHoil Hy’)KHO ITOrOBOPUTH. — TOT MOCITyIIAJICS U BBILIEN.
— Tpyano tebe Oynmer, Karsi, — mocne mnay3el cka3ana EnuzaBera. —

[Terpymika >xku3Hu HE aacT. Ero Buepa ko mMHe IlaHWH mpuBOIWII, yroBapwBaad yKas
MOJIMKCATh O IPECTOJIOHACIICTUH.

— N? —Exarepuna 0osiach JbIIIATh.

— S moanwmcana, — ycraio otBetuia EnuzaBera. — CHtbl yke HE T€, 4TOOBI
COTNPOTUBIIATHCA. HakuHymuch, CIOBHO BOpOHBI. EIe HEMHOro, W 3aKIIOOT,
najanbIiuKu. Termepb oT TeOs BCe 3aBUCHT.

— Uro 3aBucutr? — mnpomentana Exarepuna. — Oun Tenepp [laBmymry
HE3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHBIM OOBSBUT, @ MEHS. ..
— A BOT TyT Thl ommOaenibcsi, — HEOXKUIAHHO >KECTKO CKa3alia

uMIieparpuna. — /[elcTBoBaTh HaO, a HE CIE3BI JUTh. bl BBIMTPHIBACIIb HE TOJIBKO
B TaKTHUKE, HO U B CTpareruu. A emie — BO BpeMeHU. CBOE BOCIIECTBHE HA MPECTOI
[leTp HA4YHET C MBSHCTBA, 3aT€M MOWUJET HA MOKJIOH K Dpuapuxy — OyATO sl HE 3HAIO
oboux! B apmuu Haunerca pornotT. Apmus 3a Te0s. O TBoux mamHsIx ¢ OpaoBbIM
MHE TOX€ HU3BECTHO. MOKellb TJla3a HE OIMyCKaThb U HE CTBHIAUThCA. bbuia Obl
MOMOJIOXKE, cama KItoHyJa Obl. OcTajabHOE BCIyX MPOU3HOCUTH HE CTaHy — cama
noiMenib. A Korja MnowWMelib, TO ¥ cAejaellb HyXXHbIM mar. [IpoTuB TeOs auIIb
BopoHLIOBEI.

— U I1anun.

— [Tanun BepKMAaeT. Kak TOJNBKO OH MOYYBCTBYET TBOKO CHIIY, TO MTHOBEHHO
nepeMertHercs. Jlepxxu nox npucMmorpom lllyBanmoBeix. MHOTO BiacTh HE aBall UM,
Ha meto canyT. U [asnymry mo0u. J{axke Bonmpeku HCTUHHBIM YyBCTBaM JIFOOH.

— Bame Bennyectso...

— IlIpo Ilerpa xowemb crpocuTs? — goraganack EnuzaBera. — Tonbko
HUYero Ttede MyTHOro He CKaxy. Bwmecte Bam He mnpaButh. KTO HaHecer
YOPEXKIAMUNA yaap, TOT U mobenut. Tonbko 3Hai, Karts, Tebs on He momaaut. U
pebenka TBoero Toxe. Jla u crpany norepser. Bot u pemail cama, 4To 1ieHHEE —
KU3Hb OJIHOTO, MYCTh M HUKYEMHOIO YeJIOBEKa, WJIM TBOS CyAbOa, OT KOTOPOM
3aBUCHUT Oynaylee Hapoa. Pemaii cama, TyT 51 TeOe HE COBETUHK.

— Kak Obl MHe Xxo0Tenoch, 4yToObl MU B MO€ I[APCTBUE OBUIA OTMEHEHBI
CMEpTHBIE Ka3HH.

EnuzaBeTra XpUIUIO U HEBECEO pACCMEAIIACH!

— Ywuraemp MHOro. Monteckbe, Bonbrep... Tonpko ogHoro oI, Karts, He
MOHsIIA: HE ObIBACT MOMUTUKH 0e3 KpoBH. OcTanbHOE — MyCTasi pPOMaHTHKA.

— A BBI?

— U 9 — pomaHTHKa. DTy CTpaHy HEBO3MOXKHO yJepkaTh npsHukoMm. Cama
notoM moimemb. I HUYTO He BcenseT cTpax, Kak myOnuuHas ka3Hb. CTpax u
yBakeHue K rocyaapro. IlokopHocts. Pycckue, kak menenu. C BHIy 0OpbIE H
JaCKOBBIE, a IOJOUIETh MOOIMKEe — KOXKY cAepyT. Toabko uepe3 60ib U CTpax Th



CMOJelIb TOOUTbCsA TpolBeTaHus. S ke meurana o J0OBH M BOCXHIICHHH CBOUX
noananubix. U uro? He moBTopsii mMoel ommOku. Hukomy HEe Beph, HHKOTO HE
Ooticst, 1 HU 0 yeM He mpocu. Cama 6epu, Konu 3axouenrs. BoT Tebe Moe 3aBemianue,
Exarepuna AnekceeBHa. Ctymaii. Pa3yMOBCKOIro mo30BH.

Exarepuna nonro aymana Haja cioBaMu uUMmnepaTpuilsl. Enn3aBeTa mnpaBa: He
BpEMS U HE MECTO MPOSIBISITH CEHTUMEHTAIBHOCTD U 1I00pOTY. Tak BeJb U MpOUrpaTh
MOYHO.

VYV komuatsel [laBna KpyriioCyTOUHO AEKYpPWUIM JOBEpPEHHBIE Noau. Exarepuna
Oosnack cyapObl napeBuya Jmutpusi nns cBoero cbiHa. [lanwHa moa ynoOHBIM
npeioromM ycrpanwid. Ennzaseta BopoHIIOBa, HE CTECHSISICh IPUCYTCTBUS BEJIMKOMN
KHATHHY, pa3/aBaja MpUKa3aHHUs HalpaBo W HajeBo. M 4To mpumedaTenbHO, CIyru
CHENTIIA X WCTOJHUTh. JDTO ObUT OYeHb II0X0H 3HakK. [leTp mum u pyrancs, He B
CUJIaX JIOKJIAThCSI CMEPTU UMIIEPATPUILIBI.

[To Bewepam B komHaTe Exarepunbl cobupamuch OpaThsi OpiioBbl, KHATHHS
Hamkosa, rpad beuxoii, cynpyru bproc u apyrue nposepenusie moau. OCHOBHOM
BONPOC, KOTOPBIK OECHOKOMJ MHHUMBIX 3aroOBOPILIMKOB, Korjna Opatb Bmacth. [lo
KOpPOHALlMHA UMIIepaTopa Win nociue. M B ToMm, ¥ B APyrom ciaydae CylmecTBOBaJ PUCK.
Ecnu 3as1B0sTh 0 CBOMX IpaBax 10 KopoHauu Ilerpa, To uX MOTyT U HE NMPU3HATE.
Ho c¢ ngpyroii croponsl, mnocine kopoHauuu y Iletpa mnosiBUTCcs Bnacte W,
cienoBaTenbHO, OyAyT MOJHOCTBIO pa3Ba3aHbl pyku. Ekatepuna Obuia roTtoBa
MPU3HATHCS BCIIYX, YTO IaBHO 00s1ach HE CTOJBKO 33 CBOIO JKM3Hb, CKOJIBKO 32 ChIHA.
Bropoii Bompoc, BbI3BIBaBIIMI HE MEHBIIME CIOPbI, OblIa Cyap0a YepTYIIKH.
@akTUYECKH €€ NpPEeApPElInIM YK€ JaHO, HO BEIMKas KHATUHS [0 CHUX I[Op
KoJiebanachk, Tak U HE PEIIasiCh MPUHATH CTPAIIHOE pelIieHue. Y OUTh WK HE YOUTH?
Bot B wem Bompoc.

[Tycte 1 He ee pykamu OyAeT COBEpIIEHO 3TO yOWNCTBO, HO UMEHHO OT €€
BOJIM 3aBucena xu3Hb lleTpa. Tak ke, Kak U ee *KU3Hb 3aBUCENIa OT BOJIM YEPTYILKHU.
3aMkHYTHIN KpyT. [[Ba MenBens B onHoit Oepnore. [lobenut ToT, KTO cuibHee. U ToT,
KTO XUTpee, — A00aBuiia OHa Mpo cedsl.

— Iloyemy TBI XOuelIb OCTABUTh €r0 B JKUBBIX? — 3TOT Bompoc Opios
3a71aBajl €l y>ke He nepBbii pa3. — Kats, nogymait emie pas. Cmepts [letpa pemut
BCE HAIlIM TPYJHOCTH, OHA cliejaeT Te0sl HeysI3BUMOM, 3auiieHHoi. TBou npaBa Ha
MIPECTON TMPU3HAIOT BCE uMIepatopckue noMa EBpomnbl. Heyxenu Tbl 3TOro He
noHumaenib? M uem ckopee 310 ciiyuutcs, TeM Oyner jaydiie. Yeprymika — TBOS
rJlaBHas MOMeXa Ha MyTH K BiacTH. Tak B ueM nieno? Tebe ero xajiko?

O6biyHOo EkaTepuHa oTMalluMBajiach, HO CEroJHs pellnja BbICKA3aTh
3aTaCHHbIE MBICIIU.

— [la, mHe ero xanko. HecmMoTpst Ha TO, 4TO OH ZEJIaeT, HECMOTPS Ha TO, KaK
OH IOCTYIAJI CO MHOM BC€ 3T rojibl. HO Kax el pa3, Koraa si CMOTPIO Ha HEro, TO
BCIIOMHHAIO Majb4MKa, C KOTOPHIM HaKaHyHEe CBaJpObl Wrpajia B COJJATHKOB.
ManeHnbkoro, TpycauBoro, rpyooro u Hecyactoro. M 3naeus, oTyero MHe ceilyac
oonbHee Bcero? OT TOro, YTO BCE YK€ MPENONPENEICHO, U HUYETO He M3MEHUTD,
naxke ecau Obl ¥ XoTenoch. OH Kak ObLI OJMHOKHM, TaKUM U ocTalyics. Bee, k1o HU



nornaas, ucnonp3oBamu lletpa B cBoumx uemax. I — He wuckmouenue. U He
cobuparoch octaHaBnmBathes. Ho... MHE ero xanko. CTpamnrHo, TPOTUBHO U KAJKO.

— He 3Han, 4TO ThI Takasi CCHTUMEHTAJIbHAsl, — C YAUBICHUEM MPOTOBOPUI
OpJioB, caisiCh HA MOCTENb U CKUBIBAsl 3aMbI3TaHHBIE CAIlOTH.
— Bce xecrokue n0auM CEHTUMEHTaNIbHbI, — oTBeTusa Exarepuna. — OO0

3TOM enle MOHTECKbE mucall.

— Kt10? — OpnoB peBHMBO CXBAaTHJI €€ 3a PYKY, HE BBIIyCKasi TEM HE MEHee
canor. — Kakoi#i, Takoit MouTeckpe?

— Jla Tb1 ero He 3Haemb! — oTMaxHynach Exkatepuna.

['puropuii BHUMATEIBLHO TOCMOTPEN €U B TJ1a3a:

— Hapneroch, uTo He 3Haro. TOJIBKO CONMEPHUKOB MHE cerdac u He xBarano. U
BCE )K€, BEpHEMCsI K pa3roBopy. UTo ThI pemuia? YOoupaTs UIU HET?

Exarepuna momosyana, HaOmroAas, Kak JIeKaOpbCKHI CHET OBETCS B OKHO.
CKBO3b TOHKHE JIEPEBSIHHBIE CTE€HBI PA3AaBAIMCh MbSIHBIA Op M TOrOT — TOCTH
BEJIIMKOTO KHS3S1 KOTOPBIM JI€Hb NPa3AHOBAIA CKOPYK) CMEpPTh HMIIEPATPULBI.
CrpailiHo, MPOTUBHO U KaJiko. IMEHHO TakK, HO €CTh OJIHO «HO»: OHA JJaBHO TMOHSIA,
YTO caMO€ TJIABHOE JIsl YeJIOBEKA CO3/1aTh ce0s M CBOM XapakTep. A mjis rocynaps
3TO KU3HEHHO HeoOxoaumo. Her xapakrepa, HeT u rocyaaps. [lerp — sipkuii Tomy
npuMep. Eme Buepa ExarepuHa pemana cloXHYHO 3aJadyKy. Ha OJHOM yalle BECOB
KU3Hb HUKYEMHOI'O 4YeJIoBeKa, Ha JIpyroil — cynbba rocynapctsa. CrpaimBaercs,
Kakas nepeBecuT? OTBET JieKall Ha TOBEPXHOCTH.

W Ttonpko ceiluac OHa MOHSIA, YTO 3aJa4Ka Ta HENpaBUibHas, JIoxkHasd. He Te B
Hel ycnoBus. Ha oqHOM yanie BECOB KW3Hb YEJIOBEKA, Ubs LIEJIb — PA3PYLICHUE U
rubenp, MpUYeM, B TEPBYIO OYepeqb, CBOS COOCTBEHHas, a Ha JpPYyrod — OHa,
Exarepuna. Jloup HaOOXXHOTO MPYCCKOTO Maiiopa ¥ Hepa3z0OpUYMBONW HHTPUTAHKH,
B300paBIIascs HAa CaMyI0 BEpPIIMHY BiIacTU. BOT Tak yecTHee Oyer.

Henw3st MarumymupoBaTh HEpAaBHBIMU TOHATUSIMU: B OMTBE MHTEPECOB BCETAa
BBINTPBIBAET TOCYJApPCTBO, a HE 4eNOBEK. Tak yx 3aBefeHo. MHTepechl cTpaHbl
BakHee. Ho korma cTaJKuBarOTCs JIIO/IN, UCXO/ MTOSAMHKA MOKET OBITh COBEPIIIEHHO
HENPEACKA3YEMBIM.

Ha cTtopoHe BENMKOTo KHS35 — JIMIb HOMHHAJIBHOE MPABO Ha Mpectoi. Emy
MIOBE3JI0 POAUTHCS B CEMbE UMIIEPATOPCKOM no4yepu. EMy MoBe30, 4TO HUKTO €ro,
MaJIOJIETHETO, HE 3aTOYMJI B TEMHHUILY, T/I€ CXOJAT C yMa Jlake CUJIbHbIE Jroau. Hukro
HE MpUAylIWi, HUKTO He 3ape3an. [loBe3no m B ToM, uto EnmzaBera npusHana
IJIEMSAHHUKA, CHIEJIaB 3aKOHHBIM HacleJHUKOM. Ha 3TOM Be3eHHE M BMEIIATENBCTBO
cynbObl 3akoHumsMch. Hauwancs cam uenoBek. Ho kak pa3 uenoBeka-TO U He
MoJay4Yrnock. [IeTp 10 cux mop BEpUT B CBOIO yJ1ady, B MIPU3PAK KOTOPOTO yKE JaBHO
HET.

Ha ctopone Exartepunsnl gaxke HeT ¢GhOopMalbHOTO TpaBa Ha TPOH, 3aTO €CTh
XapakTep, HEYKPOTUMas BOJISI U JTIOOOBB K CTpaHe, KoTopas 0ombIne, ueM Beenennast.
Ha ee cropone mHCTMHKT camocoxpaHeHus. Kaxna xusHu. Meura o Bmactu. U
ITOYTH )KUBOTHOE KEJIAHUE BBIUTPATb.

Taxk, kakas 4yaria mepeBecuT?



Bce nonsTHO, BCE MPaBUIIBHO.

Tonpko noyemy oHa mjaaver?

— Hy, kak, Kars, — nogomren k Heit OpioB, OOHSB B3IparuBaroiue IIICUU.
— Pemmuna?

— Pemmna, ['puma. M na nomoxet emy bor.

I'JIABA 13.

EnuzaBera ymepna 5 ssuBaps 1762roaa nmocie 10Aroi 1 My4YUTEIIbHOM arOHUH.
Ve uepe3 HECKOJIbKO JHEH IMOCJie 3TOro IMeyaabHOro COOBITUS HHOCTPAHHBIE
JTUIUIOMAThI, OCTaBaBIIMECS MPH PYCCKOM JBOPE, B CIEIIHOM MOPSAKE CTalH
OTMPABIIATH CEKPETHBIE JACTICIIIA CBOUM TOCYAapsIM.

®paniy3ckuii 6apoH bperelins ObUT OTHUM U3 TIEPBBIX, KTO OTIOBECTHII KOPOJIS
o ToM, 4to mpoucxomaut B Poccum: «Korma s mymaro 0 HEHAaBHCTH Hapojaa K
BEITUKOMY KHSI3I0 M 3a0TyKJIEHUSX ATOTO MPHUHIIA, TO MHE KaXKETCS, YTO Pa3bIrPaeTCs
camasi HacTOsIIasl PEBOJIIOIMS, HO KOT/Ia S BUXKY MaJIOAYIITHUE U HU30CTh JIIOJIEH, OT
KOTOPBIX 3aBHCHT BO3MOKHOCTh IEPEBOPOTA, TO YOEXKIal0Ch, YTO CTpax M padckas
MOKOPHOCTb U Ha 3TOT Pa3 TaK K€ CIIOKOMHO BO3bMYT B HUX BEpX, KaK U MpHU 3aXBaTe
BJIACTH CaMOM UMIEPATPUIIbI MHOTO JIET HA3a]1».

Bbpereiinb nan oueHb TOYHYIO OLIEHKY TOTO, 4TO Ipoucxoauiio B [lerepOypre B
nepBbii Mecsan 1762roga. OnHako OH HE HaAmMcal O PacTEPSIHHOCTH, IapUBIIEH B
KQKJIOM YTOJIKE€ XOJIOAHOTO M MpadyHoro asopua. K coObITHIO, KOTOPOro Tak J10Jro
BCE€ JKJIaJIM U TMOCJEACTBUS KOTOPOrO TaK JIOJITO MPOIYyMbIBAIM, OKAa3ajCsi HUKTO HE
rotroB. Hu Benukuii KHS3b, HU BEJIMKasi KHATHHS.

[lmaner mepeBOpoTa, 3aroBOPhI, HOBBIE 3aKOHOMPOEKTHI, 3alTUIIABIIHEC

UHTEpPEChl, KaK TOH, TaK M JOPYrod CTOPOHBI, — OKa3aJUCh OECCMBICICHHBIMU B
CUTYyalluu BceoOuIero moka. M nepBeiM, KTO 3TOT IIOK MCHBITAN, OBLI CaM UMIIEPATOP
— Ilerp Il

OpHO neno, Korga Thl [0 HOYaM IPE3UIIb O BIACTH, U COBCEM JPYroe, Kornaa
THl €€ IMOJY4YWJI. YBBI, JOJTOXKIAAaHHAs UIPYILIKa OKa3ajJach HE CTOJIb MHTEPECHOU U
OnecTsmiel, Kak IMpeacTaBiIsuiock cHadada. Iletp paccuuTeiBasl Ha 3a0aBHYIO
HNOHSTHYIO O€37eully, a cTal 00siaaTesieM 3allyTaHHOM, XUTPOYMHOM T'OJI0OBOJIOMKH,
pa3zo0paThCsi B KOTOPO HE MPEACTABIAIOCH BOZMOKHBIM.

HMIMeHHO 3TO B MTOre W MpEeApenInio ero cyaply, a Takxke nano Exatepune
JOJITOXKIAHHYI0 Qopy.

Benukas KHATMHA NPUCYTCTBOBAJIA MPU KOHYMHE MMIepaTpulbl. Kak TONbKO
EnuzaBera ucnycruina nocineaHu ayx, Exarepuna npomna B KOMHATy HACJIEIHMKA.
PeGeHok, ucmyraHHplii €€ peuIMTeNbHBIM BUJIOM, MPAKTUYECKH HE COMPOTUBIISICS,
KOIJla MaTh B3sJia €r0 3a PyKy M IMOTallyja B CBOM MOKOHM. Tam ObUIO HaKypeHo,
JKapKo, 3aT0 MeHee omnacHo. [Io kpaitHen Mepe, ¢ TOYKM 3peHus camon ExarepuHbl.
Masnp4uuk ¢ HFHTEPECOM ITOCMOTPEN HA OTPOMHOIO BEJIMKaHa, Pa3BaJIMBILIEIOCS MPSAMO
B camorax Ha Mmupokod mnoctenu. OpoB Ha HAcClEeIHUKAa HE OOpaTHII HUKAKOTO
BHUMaHuA. OH BoOOIIe ObUT paBHOAYIIEH K AeTsAM. OCOOCHHO TyKHUM.



— Hy, uto? —cnpocun on Exatepuny.

— CxoHyaach, — OTBETHJIA OHA.

['puropuit pe3Ko NOJCKOYHIL.

— UYepr, kak He BoBpems! Cumm 3mech. S mpumnio k Tebe TBapACHIleB s
oxpansbl. [lopa nelictBoBaTh. — OH BbUIETEN U3 NOKOEB EKaTepuHbl, T€ OTABIXAJ
nocJie BuepaurHero npasaHectsa. — CoOpath Obl enie BceX... [ TaBHOe — HUYEro He
ootics!

— S u He Gorock, — oTBeTMna EkaTeprHa, MHCTUHKTUBHO MpHXXKaB K cebe
ceiHa. [laBen oT yxkaca He IIEBENWICA, B TIyOMHE €ro MaJleHbKOW IyIIH
3apOXKAAIMCh MAHUYECKUI CTpax W OCO3HAHUE TOTO, YTO B €ro OJaromnoiay4yHou u
CYACTJIMBOW JKU3HU HaYaIKMCh niepemMeHsbl. K Tomy ke OH po0Oel OT MPUCYTCTBUS 3TOM
KpacuBOM, HO COBCEM HE3HAKOMOW €My JKECHILMHBI.

— Ilourpan TyTt, — ckaszana emy ExarepuHa, cTtapasch HE IIOKa3aTb CBOETO
BonHeHus. [laBen npucen Ha CTyJI, CIOKHUB Ha KOJICHSX PYKH, U YCTaBUJICSA HA MaTh,
METAaBUIYIOCS 10 KOMHATE 3aTrHAHHOW BOJYULIEH.

briectaie npoayMaHHbI 3aroBOp pacchllaics, KaK KapTOYHbIM JOMHK. OHH
YWIA BCE, KPOME CaMOI0 IVIABHOI'O — BpeMEHHU. A BpeMs yxe norepssHo. Hauano
HoBoro roga — He camoe snyuniee Bpems 1iig cmepTu. [Ipaznauku, Becenbe. BoT u
paccnabunuck. [lo3aBuepa c ropok KaTaiuch, BU€pa Ha CaHKAX €3/IUJIU, BEPHYJIUCH
Uk oA yTpo. TyT UX U3BECTUIIM — Y UMIIEPATPHULIBI ATOHUS.

B xoMHary 6e3 cryka Bomien [1lyBanos.

— Hy, uro? —06pocunace k Hemy Exarepuna. — Yro, [letp?

— Panyercsi, — xopotko otBeTmin IllyBanoB. — C HuMm BopoHiuoBa u ee
poacTBeHHUKH. Ham ocTaeTcst TONbKO MOJTUTHCA.

— U nymats, Anexkcannp BacuibeBud, u nfymaTth, — ExarepuHa cripaBuiiace ¢
IIEPBOM ITAHUKOM U TEIEPb MBICIINIIA PEIIUTEIBHO U BEPHO.

— BopoHiioBa HacTauBaeT Ha TBOEM HEMEJIEHHOM TMOCTpUTe, — KHITHUHS
JlamkoBa mpuObUla BO JBOpEl Cpa3y Ke, Kak TOJbKO TMOJy4yWia TMOCIaHue
Exarepunbl. — Jlaxe Mmanugect cama moarorosmia, aypa. OmmbOka Ha ommoOke.

Yero cka3aTh XOTelNa, TaK ¥ HE MOHSATHO. YTPO3bl, OOBUHEHMS, HATPAbI ceOe U Msie.
C yma crisituia ot pagocTu. Bo ABope Tpayp, a oHa B O€JIOM IJIaThe MIETOJISET.

— Tak IleTp pacnopsiauiicsi, — MpadHo cka3ana ExarepuHa.

— Eme tot nypak. — JlamkoBa He CTECHsIACh BBICKA3bIBaTh OLICHKU. bylb
roToBa, JIu3ka medraeT emie 10 moxopoH ctaTh Enuzaseroii |l.

— E# npugercs nonoxaars, — KeCTKo oTBeTIIa Exkarepuna. — Jlaxxe Takon
UIUOT, Kak [leTp, moHMMaET, 4TO HEBO3MOKHO HAYMHATh 1IAPCTBOBAHUE C MOJJ0OHOTO
CKaHzana. B Takoil MOMEHT NO30pHOTO BEHYaHWs HHMKTO HE nomyctuT. Ha moen
CTOPOHE OKa)KeTCsl HE TONBKO EBpora u nepkoBs, HO 1 HapoA. [Tapa mecsieB y MeHs
€CTh, a 9TOTO BIIOJHE focTaTouHO. UTOo ¢ [lannubim? Twl ¢ HUM TOBOpHIA?

JlamkoBa HEOXKUJAHHO 3aJIUIIACh KPACKOM.

— W He TonbKO TrOBOpWiA. 3HAEllb, OH OKa3ajcsi BeCbMa HEIJIOXUM
KaBasiepoM. U dero s Tak 10ATO COMPOTUBIISIIACH, [yMasi, 9TO OH CTap JJis MEeHs ?!



Exarepuna modyBCTBOBaja Yrojs PEBHOCTH, HO IOCTapajiach 3TOTO HE
[I0Ka3aTh.

— IIpocto Tebe aeBsaTHAMIATE, & eMy oA COpoK. Bot u conmpoTusisnace. Tak
yto ¢ [lanuHpIM?

— Hukura MBaHoBWY 3aBepuisl MEHS, 4TO OyaeT cooOmars 000 BCeM, YTO
MIPOU30MJIET Ha TTOJIOBUHE BEJTUKOTO KHS3S.

— Teb1, HaBepHOE, XOTeNa CcKa3aTh — UMIIepaTopa, — EkaTepuHa BHE3aITHO
OCO3HaJIa, YTO HE MPOMJET HECKOJIbKHMX JHEH, KaK M ee cTaTyc u3MeHuTcs. OHa
CTaHET UMIIEPATPHUIICH.

[lannxupga 1o wuWMIEpaTpule MpOIUIa MBIIIHO W TpoMKo. ExarepruHa
€AUHCTBEHHAs, KTO HAAe] Tpayp HO YCOMNIIEHM HMIEPATpUIE, YEM BbI3Bajia
HEY/I0BOJIBCTBUE MMIIEPATOPA U CUMIIATUU MPUCYTCTBYIOIMMX. OT TSHKENIOro 3amaxa
JaZJaHa KpPYXKWJach ToJioBa M K TOpJy NOACTyNAJa TOIIHOTA, CTaBIIas CTOJb
IIPUBBIYHOM B IOCIeqHEe Bpems. «bepeMeHHa, — ¢ nocanou noxymMana ExkarepuHa.
— Omnsatp 6epemenna. U kak 310 HekcTaTu, 60xke Moil. BoT u eme onuH Moi 10BO/,
MOJKET OBbIThb, CAaMbIi BECOMBIi1, B MOJb3Yy IPAIYIIMX MEpeMeH. Bpsia qu u B 3TOT pas
[letp nmpu3HaeT cBoe 0THOBCTBO. CTOJIb YA3BUMOE MOJIOKEHUE — NMPEKPACHBIN TOBO/]
I pazBoja». OHa CyJOPOKHO CIVIOTHYJa M HE3aMETHO CyHyJa B POT COJICHBIU
CyXapHK — JIy4lllee€ CPEICTBO OT TOIHOTHIL. Ha Bpems momorio.

Mumo pa3psiKeHHbIM NaBIMHOM Tpoiuen llerp. Psaom, Hapyias Bce npaBuna
NpWINYKMsS, IIeCTBOBaJa (peiinHa ee MMIEepaTopcKoro BenudecTBa, EnmnzaBera
Boponuosa. Beiaep:kuBath BbIXOJIKHM MOCHEAHEN EKaTepuHe CTaHOBUIIOCH C KaKIbIM
JTHEM Bc€ TpyJHEe. YIMBUTEIbHO, KAKyIO BJIACTh 3Ta ypoIMBasi, rpy0ast U riymnas
xkeHmuHa wuMena Haj Ilerpom. Mamo Toro, uro BoponmoBa Obiia 3110H,
HEBOCIHMTAHHON M HEOOpa30BaHHOM, TaK OHA €IlIe pyrajach, Kak COJAAT, BOHsIA U
IieBasiach MpH pasroBope. M3 Bcex HANMUTKOB (peilivHa MpeanovurTaia BOAKY H
4acTO HalMBajach BMECTE ¢ JIOOOBHUKOM JI0 TOJHOTO O6ecuyBcTBus. [loroBapuany,
YTO OHA Jake Omia ero B MepephiBax Mexay JII0OOBHBIMHU yTexamu. YUepryiike
HPaBWINCH TPyOBIe JacCKU U OOOH, YTO, BIPOYEM, HE MELIAJI0 Ha3HAYaTh CBUAAHUS
u apyruMm (pperinunam, o yem cama BopoHiioBa noka uto He gorajsiBaiachk. Wmu He
XOTeNla JoraabiBaThCsa. BOpOHIIOBa mpeciieoBalia COBCEM HWHBIE LEIM — CTaTh
umrieparpuner. Ho Ha mytu crosina ExkarepuHa. MoeT, mo3TOMYy BCE 4Halle OHa
yCTpauBasia IyOJIMYHBIE CIHEHBI, OChINas 3aKOHHYIO JKEHY OCKOpOJICHUSAMH W
HacMemikamu. lletp He BMmemmBazics, €My, Ka3aloch, JOCTaBIILIO 0co0oe
YIOBOJBLCTBUE BHUJETh, KaK JKEHA CXKUMasla TyObl, €lBa CIEP>KUBAsICh, YTOOBI HE
OTBETHUTH Ha OUYEPETHOM BBIIIA.

B otHOmenusax ¢ I'puropuemM Toke HACTynuia HANPsKEHHOCTh. [lenukaTtHOe
NoJIo’)KeHUe, KoTopoe EkaTepuHa CcKpbIBala OTO BCEX, CHAETAI0 €€ OCOOEHHO
ysi3BUMON. MlHTUMHas cTOpoHa JH00BU OOJBIIIE HE JOCTABISUIO €U YIOBOJIBCTBHS,
ExarepuHy NMOCTOSSHHO TAHYJIO B COH. bemenblii TemnepamenT OproBa, HallpOTHB,
TpeboBan Beixoma. Ero takxke pazapaxana Boponimosa u To, kak Exarepuna ¢ Heit
ce0s Bener:



— Tloyemy ThI moO3BOJIsEHIL CEOS OCKOPOIATH? — KpUYal OH, OKa3aBIINUCH C
Hell BaBoeM. — [louemy omycTuna pyku, CJIOBHO BCE YXke 3a T€Os pelieHo.

— I'pumna, He kpuuu, — ExaTepuHa cBepHyJach Ha KPOBAaTHU KIyOOUKOM. —
["osoBa GonuT.
— Ilyctb OoHa y TeOs OT KOpOHBI 00aUT, — psBKHYJN OpJoB M B cepauax

BbIOEXkKaJ U3 criaJibHU. — CBOMMU pyKaMHU yaady YIyCKaelllb.

ExareprHa cmaxHyjia NpeaaTeNbCKyl0 CIE3UMHKY M TSKEJIO B3JIOXHYJIA.
['ocnonu, kak oHa ycrana. M neno naxke He B OEpeMEHHOCTH, XOTA U B Hel Toxke. Kak
TSDKEJIO HECTH OpeMsi OTBETCTBEHHOCTHM M B3BEIIMBATh KaXIbIM CBOM IIar,
NpoCUMTHIBasE JI000€ pa3BuTHE cuTyauud. HaBepHoe, €O CTOpPOHBI OHa

NEUCTBUTENLHO BBITVIAJAT HE Jy4lIMM oOpa3oM — HHUKAaKOMW peakluuu Ha
OCKOpOJICHUSI, HHUKAKMX PE3KUX JBIKCHUW M TOYTH paldCKas MOKOPHOCTh TIO
OoTHOWIEHHIO K umneparopy. I[loxkamyi, Tonpko nBoe — JlamkoBa u I[lanHun —

JOTAIBIBAKOTCS, YETO €1 3TO CTOUT.

byas Bce mo Bone I'pumm, oHa ceiiuac Obl Ckakaja Ha JoWaau Cc cabien
HarepeBec, MPU3bIBas B3SITh JBOPEIl M CBEPrHYTh mMmmepaTtopa. M, MoxkeT ObITh, ei
9TO JaXKe yAAJIOCh. A, MOXeET ObITh, 1 HET. OpPJIOB CIUIIKOM TOPSIY U HEUCKYIIICH B
JBOPILIOBBIX MHTpUTax, 4YTOOBI MPABUIBLHO OLEHUTHb CUTYallMI0 M JIeWCTBOBAaTh B
Hy>)kHOM HampaBiieHnd. Ho cerognsa EkarepuHa Kak HHMKOTIa YBEPWIACh, YTO
MOCTYNAeT MPAaBWIbHO. B ria3zax eBponencKux MpaBUTENIE — OHA HEBUHHAS )KEPTBa
obcrositenscTB. B riazax Ilerpa u ero ¢haBopuTku — ciadblii TPOTUBHUK, KOTOPOTO
y)K€ MOXHO HE MNpuHUMaTh B pacuer. Creprena OCKOpOJIeHHs, CTEPIUT U BCe
octasibHOe. Kak Obl He Tak!

Exatepuna uyyBcTBOBasa ceOsi ruOKOM BETKOM, MpUKaTOM K 3emiie cHeroM. Ho
CHET pacTaeT, ¥ TOr/1a OHa BHOBb 00OpeTeT npexHioko cuiy. [Ipocto ceituac He Bpems.
[Ipocto 3uma. Kto ke ckauer mo Takou morome? Jla eme c xkxuBoTtomM? Tak m
IIOCKOJIB3HYTBCS HENoJr0. Hy)KHO MOKIaThCsi BECHBI, a OHA YK€ HE 3a TOpaMHu. YxKe
jerde. A taM, TIsaumIb, u [leTpyiia moMokeT — COOCTBEHHBIMHU PyKaMH TMETII0 Ha
CBOEH TOLIEH LIee 3aTSHET.

EkareprHa BCIOMHMIA, KAKYKH PEAKLIMIO BbI3BAJIM NEPBBIC IIPUKA3bl €€
HelmyTeBoro Myxa. Jlydiie Bcero, koHeuHo, ce0s uyBcTBOBan dpunpux [Ipycckuid,
y)K€ PpELIMBIIUKCS Ha KanuTyiasuuioo. M Bapyr Takod Mmogapok OT CyIabObl —
Enuzasera ymepia. Iletp Tyt ke 3akmouns mup ¢ [Ipyccueid, pa3opBaB TeM caMbIM
OTHOUIEHHUS ¢ COrO3HMKamMu —ABcTpueit, pannueit u Mcnanueil.

Takke OH 3a 3TO KOPOTKOE Bpems ycrena mnoccoputbes ¢ Jlanuen. B
NPUCYTCTBUM HHOCTpaHHBIX mocyioB Iletp 3asBui 0 TOM, 4TO OBLI OBl CYACTIIMB
HayaTb HOBYIO BOWHY noxa mnpensoaurensctBom @Dpunpuxa Ilpycckoro, usum
TaJaHTOM TIOJKOBOJLIA OH JaBHO BOcxHInaercs. bonbiie Bcex Obul OCKOpOJeH
dbpaHITy3CKHii TIOCOJ, KOTOPOMY B YJIBTHMATHBHOW (hOpME HMIIEpaTop 3asBHII O
HEOOXO0MMOCTH PUHATH ycloBus Poccuu o 3akimouenuu mupa ¢ [Ipyccueit.

Exatepuna ynpiOHynach, BCIOMHHUB, Kak Mapku3 bpeTeilsip, K KOTOpoMy OHa
paHee He muTajda CUMIATUN, C THEBOM IOXaJ0BaJCs €l Ha JelcTBus Myxa. OlieHUB
CUTYyallMI0, OHA MTHOBEHHO 0o0partuia ee cebe B Mob3y:



— Mapkus, B NaHHOW CHUTyalluu $I, K COXKAJICHUIO, HUYEM HE MOTYy Bam
MIOMOYb, TTIOCKOJIPKY HE UMEIO BIUSIHUS Ha CBOETO cynpyra. OIHaKo OT COOCTBEHHOTO
WMEHU CIENly Bac 3aBEpPUTh, YTO, CJIOKHUCh OOCTOSITENIbCTBA WHA4YE€, WHTEPECHI
coro3HUKOB Poccuu Ob1M Ob1 TOTYAC COOITIOICHEI.

Mapku3 MOHSJT CKPBITBIA HAMEK U JI0JIOKUI 00 3TOM (paHIly3CKOMY KOPOJIIO.
Taxke Exkarepuna moctynuia v ¢ IpyTMMU MHOCTPAHHBIMM JUILIOMaTaMmu. Tenepp
oHa ObUla YBEpEHa, YTO B CJIydae BO3HUKHOBEHHS IOJUTUYECKOrO KOH(IIMKTA,
apCTBEHHBbIE JoMa EBpombl mojazepkaTr UMEHHO €€, a He uMmIiepaTopa. JTo Obuia
MaJieHbKasl, MOYTH He3aMeTHasi, HO BCe-Taku noodena.

Tenepp NpPeACTOSIIO 3apyUUTHCS MOAJIEPKKONW BHYTPEHHUX CHII. YECTHO
ropopsi, EkarepuHa He oOXKuaana, 4To €€ CYNPYr OKaXeTCid CTOJb IPBITKUM
pedopmaropom. [loxkamyit, He ObUIO HU eAWHON 00JiacTH, B KOTOpoi Obl Iletp He
W37 HOBOTO YKas3a.

Bonwsme Bcero gocramock apmum, 4to ObUTO Ha pyKy Exartepune. Ilpexne
BCEro, HMIIEPATOp PEWMWI U3MEHUTh CHCTEMY Haka3aHuil. PaHbiie, kak eu
pacckaszbiBasi OpJioB, BCE€ peIIAJoCh JOCTATOYHO MPOCTO. MNPOBUHUBIIETOCS
IPOTOHSJIN Yepe3 CTpoi u ounu nankamu. Hekoropele ymupanu, He JOWIS 10 KOHIIA,
HEKOTOpbIE€ BBDKUBAJIM, HO HE ObUIO HM OJHOIO COJIJATa, KOTOPBIA OBl MOCUUTANT
nojo0HyI0 cucTeMy HenpaBwibHOM. OX, 3Ta 3arajioyHas pycckas aymia, —
B310xHyJa Exatepuna. [letp Hayan pegopmupoBaHue ¢ TOro, 4To0 yCTaHOBUJ HOBBIE
IpaBWJIa U BBEJ MNPYCCKYH NMCUUIUIMHY. TENEPh 32 HENPaBUJIbHBIA MAaHEBpP BECh
MOJIK JIOJDKEH ObUT JIO MO3JHEW HOYM MPOBOAMUTH ydeHUs. Pomor ycunuics, Koraa
HOBOBBEJICHUS KOCHYJIHUCH U (POPMBI, OIISATh K€ HA MIPYCCKUN MaHED.

Ho u »TOro rocynmapro mnokaszajoch Majo: OH pEelui yIOpa3IHHUTh TBAPIUIO,
COCTABJISIBIIYIO CJIaBY PYCCKOUM apMmuu. YcibimaB 00 3ToMm, OpiioB 3axjieOHyNCS OT
OeleHCcTBa U HEHABUCTH.

— T 3HAeNb, 4TO OH PacHmyCTHJI KaBajeprapJoB? — cKa3al OH Kak-TO
Exarepune. — Jla-ma, TOT camblii TOJIK, C yHTep-odHUIepaMyd KOTOPOTO Jaxe
UMIepaTpuila — IapCTBUE €l HeOecHOe — He THyllajgach CeCcTh 3a OAMH CTOJ.

BwmecTto HuX TCIICPb 3THU I'OJIITHUHIIBI.
— ThI HEe Bce 3HafCIlllb, — THXO CKa3aJia EKaTCpI/IHa, oracasCb HOBOT'O B3PhbIBad

smoruii. — C  cerogHsimiHero  JHA ~ NOpuHIl  [OJIITHHCKUNA  Ha3HA4YeH
INIABHOKOMAHYIOIIMM PYCCKOM apMHuH, a Takke IOCTaBJIe€H BO TJlaB€ KOHHOM
rBapauu.

OpJ1oB MoT4as, ¢ TPyIOM OCO3HaBas yCIIBIIIAHHOE:

— HesepositHo! Jlo 3TOr0 y KOHHOM I'BapJuu HE OBLIO IPYroro KOMaHIUpa,
Kpome rocynaaps!

— HmenHo, — kuBHyna Exarepuna. — YepTymika He CO3HAET, YTO JENacT.
UroOsl uyBCcTBOBaTH ce0si Bce Bpemss B 00eBOM 0OCTaHOBKE, OH IpHUKa3al
MHOTOKPAaTHO YBEJIHMYWUTh YHCIO apTWUIepuiickux camoToB. C yTpa 110 Beuepa
Cankr-IleTepOypr coaporaercsi OT rpoxoTa KaHOHAIbl. Y JKUTENEH HE MPOXOAUT
rojoBHast 00Jb, HEPBBI Ha mpezene. Sl cama KakIplil pa3 B3AparuBaio OT Pa3pbIBa,
YYBCTBYsI C€0sl INIEHHULIEH B OCAXAEHHOW CTOJIMIIE.



— Ilo3aBuepa OH mpuKazanx, 4dYTOOBI OJHUM 3aJIIOM  BBICTPEIHIN
OJIHOBPEMEHHO CTO OpYyAHMM KpymHOro Kamubpa, — KpacuBelii potr Opiosa
ckpuBmics oT mnpe3penusi. — llpeacrasnsens? YToObl yaepxaTb €ro OT 3TOM
¢danTazuu, npuHLly [OMIITHHCKOMY MPHUILJIOCh HECKOJIBKO YacoOB Kpsiay yOexaaTb
rocynapsi, 4ro TakuM oOpa3oM OH paspymur ropoxa. Bmecrto Toro, 4toOsbI
y’)KaCHYTbCsI, UMIIEpaTOp BIOXHOBUIICS cinaBoil Heponal

— Orkyna sl Ipo Hepona 3Haems? —nepebuina ero ynupieHHas ExatepuHa.

— Ero Ttak 4acTto BCIIOMHUHAIM NPU JBOPE, YTO S 3AIIOMHUI, — YXMBUIBHYJICS
OpsnoB. — He Takoit yx s U Heyd, Kak Thl Aymaenib. B o6miem, Iletpa mpunuioch
HAIOUTh 10 OecuyBCTBUS, YTOOBI TOT HE Hajaenan oeasl. Ha cnenyromee yTpo, Kak HA
CIIOHO J0rajaTrbCsi, OH JaXe€ M HE BCIHOMHMJ O CBOEM THUOEIbHOM IIJIaHe.
Buepamnuii geHs umnepaTop npoBen 3a OyThUIKOH. ['0BOpSAT, OH YacTO MOHUMAJICS
u3-3a cToja ¢ OOKaJoM B pyKE M BCTaBajl Ha KOJIGHU Tepe]] MOPTPETOM KOPOJIS
[Tpyccun. [Ipu aTOM Kpruan: «bpat Moi, BMECTE MbI 3aBOIOEM BCIO BCEJIEHHYIO!»

— OH cymacmenmmii! — npomenrana Exarepuna B yxace.

[Tocne Boenubix pedopm Iletp He Hamien HUYEro Jydile, KaKk MPUHATHCS 3a
1epkoBb. Bmpouem, Heuto mojgoOHoe Exarepuna mpensuaena. Mponust cynbObi:
OyAy4u JIOTEpaHKOM, OHa MOCJE JOJIIMX COMHEHMM pelmiach CMEHUTh BEPY U HHU
OJIHOM MUHYTBI IIOCJIE TOTO HE MoXkajieaa 00 3ToM.

C uepTymikoil Bce ObuIO MHaYe. B paHHEM BO3pacTe B CHIIy IOCYAapCTBEHHBIX
MHTEpecax ero KpeCTHJIHM B MPABOCIABHOM IIEPKBH, HO B Jyiie (M 37ech HE 00OILIOCH
0e3 npexioHenus nepen @puapuxom) [letp okaszancst UCTOBBIM JIIOTEPAHHHOM.

[IpaBocnaBHyr0 BEpy OH BOCIPHUHHMMAJ HE HMHA4e, KAK MCTOYHHUK IIIYIBIX
IperaHuii U BapBapckux cyesepuid. Korna ExareprHa o3HakoMuiach ¢ ykasom O
CEeKyJIIpH3allMd YaCTH MOHACTBIPCKHMX BJIAJICHUM, OHA B NEPBYI0 MHUHYTY JAXKE HE
CMOIVIa BBIMOJBHATH M CJIOBA OT OTBpauleHus MW yausieHus. Mmmeparop
IPOBO3IJIACKII PABHOIpaBUE BCeX KOH(PECCH W MPHUHSUI MEpPhl K TEPIHUMOCTH B
OTHOILUEHUU PYCCKHX «EPETUKOB», B YACTHOCTU CTapoBepoB. OH MNpuKa3aid CHIThH
UKOHBI B LIEPKBax, KpoMme TeX, rae m3zobpaxen Xpucroc u [lea Mapus. Taxxe,
BJIOXHOBJICHHBIM 3amajJHbIM MPUMEPOM, OH cOOHMpasncs H3MEHHTb U BHEIIHEE
oOJlaueHue CBSILEHHOCTYKUTENEH: IPEeanoaraloch, 4YT0 OHU HAJCHYT MacCTOPCKUE
PEAMHTOTHI, a 3a0HO U COPEIOT OOPOBL.

Bo nBopiie no ero npukasy OblT COOPYXEH JIHOTEPAHCKUM XpaM, Ha Clly»k0ax B
KOTOPOM MMIIEpaTOp IPUCYTCTBOBAJ YyTh JM HE €xeqHeBHO. Exarepuna Oosnach
IyMaTh O TJIABHOM IPETPEIICHUH TOCYAaps, BBI3BABIIEIO HETAaTHBHOE OTHOLICHUE
BCEX CBSILEHHOCITYKUTENENW: OH IOCMEN MpHUKa3aThb KOH(UCKOBATH HMYIIECTBO
HEPKBU. DTO OBUIO MOCATAaTENIbCTBOM Ha CBSITas CBATHIX. VM HENpOCTHUTENbHOM
OILINOKOA.

Exarepuna 1aBHO 3HAJIA, 4TO PyCCKas LEPKOBb YyTh JIM HE C MOMEHTA CBOETO
MOSIBJICHUST HAa PYCCKOM 3eMJie Obl1a 04eHb Ooratoi. O6manast OOIMIMPHBIMU 36MIISIMH,
30JI0TOM, JIParol€HHbIMU KaMHSIMM, LIEPKOBb, TEM HE MEHEE, HUKOrJa He IIaTuia
rocygapctBy Haioru. OpnHako npaxe llerp Benukuii He pemmsicss HCHpPaBUTH
nol00HOe MOJoXKeHHe. BrIcTynmath MPOTUB MOIIHON CHCTEMbI OBLIO TJIYNO H



HEIAJIbHOBHU/IHO, HACTOJIBKO CWJIBHBIM CTajl0 €€ BIIMSIHUE Ha pycCkuM Hapona. Kto
BBICTYIIUT IMPOTUB HEE, TOT BBICTYNUT NpotuB bora. KTto mogHumer pyky Ha ee
Ka3Hy, orpadut bora. 910 uctuny Exarepuna nonsina gaBHo. C pycckoil epKOBbIO
HY)KHO HE TIPOCTO JPYXHTh, € HaT0OHO BBIKA3bIBATh JODKHOE IOYTCHHE W
YBaXEHHUE, TOJIBKO TOTAA AYXOBEHCTBO OKAXKET HEOLUECHHUMYKO MOIAEPXKKY. Bcero
JUIIb OTHUM pocuepkoMm nepa [lerp BoccTaHOBUI MIPOTUB ce0sl IBE Camble MOIIHBIE
CUJIbl B CTpPaHE — apMHUI0 U LEPKOBb. M Temeps OCTaBAIOCh KIaTh MOCIEICTBUI
ATOTO MOCTYTKA.

Otnyctu emy, boxe, 00 He BeAaeT, YTO TBOPUT.

[leTp nEWCTBUTEIHLHO HE OCO3HABAJ IMOCIEACTBUNA BCEX CBOMX JAchcTBUA. OH
npocTo wurpan. ToNbKO B KAauyecTBE MIPYLWIKM OKa3alloch TrocynapctBo. Kak
3aMaHYMBO OIIYIIaTh CBOIO BJIACTh M O€3HAKA3aHHOCTH. OJHUM POCUYEPKOM Iepa OH
BEPIIIII Yy>KUE CYABOBI U MEHSUT XOJT UCTOPHH, HE JTOTAJIIBASICh, YTO TEM CaMbIM YKe
JTaBHO TOAIIHACAT CBOM CMEPTHBIM NPUTOBOP. Hallla HEJOBOJIBCTBA IYCTh U MEJIEHHO,
HO BCe K¢ HanojHsiack. [lociemHelt kamel cramo eme OJHO MMyOJIWYHOE
ockopOsienne Exarepunsl, y>ke U3 yCT CaMOro UMIIEpaTopa.

...Ilerp Il maBanm mapamublii 00em Ha dYeThIpecTa MEPCOH TO CIy4aro
patudukanuu MupHoro norosopa c IIpyccueii. Exarepuna B TOT JeHb 4yBCTBOBaJIa
ce0si 0COOEHHO TIUIOXO, CKpbIBaTh OEPEMEHHOCTh CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE CIIOXKHEE M
cioxkHee. BmpoueMm, Kak U CKpbIBaTh CBOE€ OTHOILIEHUE K MYXKY U €ro (paBOpUTKE.
Mononass umiiepaTpulla HaTAHYTOW CTPYHOM CHJENa BO IJIaBE CTOJIA, HA JIPYyroM
KOHIIe — rorotai llerp, ciymas HenpucToWHble MyTKU BopoHmoBou. JIo TOHKOTO
ciayxa EkaTepuHbl noaeTanu OTroJ0CKH pa3roBOPOB:

— Umnepampuya HaAxooumcs 8 camMom MANCENIOM HONONCEHUU. C Helo
obpawaromces ¢ 2nyo04auUUM Npe3PeHUeM. . .

— Eui monvko u ocmaemcs, 4mo npu3eams Ha HOMOWsb uiocoduio.

— Cmoum au 2060pumu, KaK Majio 3mo JeKapcmeo nooxooum K ee Hpagy?

— MHe kasicemcs, umo oHa HauuHaem c OONbUIUM HemepneHUuem BbIHOCUMDb
nogeoeHue UMnepamopa no OMHOULEHUIO K Hell.

— A nosedenue cocnoxcu Boponyosoti? Ee svicokomepue u epybocmuv?

— Vorcacno! I'ocnoowca Boponyosa nepexooum ecaxue epanuywol. Ilo cymu, ona
cebsi gedem He Kak pasopumka, a Kax 3aKoHHas cynpyea. Bel caviwanu, umo
UMNEPamop NOHCAI08al eli ce200Hs opoeH ceamou Examepunol?

— Hegeposimno! Omo 3nax mocym nomyuame moibKo JUya UMNepamopcko2o
0oma u npuHyeccovl KPoau!

— Boi nonumaeme, umo smo 3nauum?!

— Cnoocno  cebe npeocmasumv, 4modObl UMNEpaAmpuyda, Ccmeiocmsv U
peuumenbHOCmys KOMOopoU maK X0poulo U38eCmHul, He OMEANCUBANACH, Dbl PAHO UIU
NO30HO HA KAKOU-HUOYOb KpAHUL wae.

— Bwl dymaeme, oma nonwimaemcsi cmecmumsb umnepamopa? Bpso au...
becnomowmnas scenwuna Hukozoa He peuiumcs Ha noOooOHoe.

— Kaxk 3namo, sawe cusmenbcmeo, y UMNEpampuybl eCms Opy3vsl, 20MoGble
0J15 Hee Ha 6ce, eClu OHA IMO20 nompebyem.



— Ho nompebyem nau?

ExaTepuHa ¢ HamyCKHBIM PaBHOAYIIMEM KpyTHUia OOKad ¢ XOJOIHOM BOAOH,
YKpaAKoN pasrisabiBas auno umiepatopa. OH m3meHwics. M 10 TOro HeKpacuBoe
OJIyTJIOBATOE JIMIO MOJEPHYJIOCH TETEPh MICHKOM 371006l M HeHaBUCTU. OmyXIiiee oT
€KEHEBHOTO TMbJIHCTBA, OHO BBI3BIBAIO TJIyOOKOE OTBpalleHue. bosblie Bcero
ExarepuHa B 3TOT MOMEHT >Kajiejia T€X, KTO BBIHYKJIEH ObLI HaXOAUTHCS PSJIOM C
[letpom u ero QaBoputkoil. [Jaxe moporue Ayxu HE MOIJIM 3arNIyHIUTh BOHB,
ey oT oboux. /lamkoBa HamMeaHW JOJIOXKMIIA, 4TO Y BOPOHIIOBOW MOSIBUIHCH
BIIIM, & TEJIO MOKPBITO OTBPATUTENBbHON KOpocTol. [Ipu mbiciu 00 sTtom Exarepuny
3aMyTHIIO.

JIuna MHOCTpaHHBIX TMOCJOB, BBIHY)XJIEHHBIX MPUCYTCTBOBaThH Ha o0ee,
BBIPAKAIIM LUETYI0 raMMy 3MoUMi. OTHIOIb HE MOJIOKUTEIbHBIX. M TOJIBKO NPYyCCKHA
MOCJIAHHUK CHSUT KaK HAaYUIIICHHBIM MEIHBIN TPOII: 00JIACKAaHHBIM UMITEPAaTOPOM, OH,
Ka3aJI0Ch, HAXOJWJI CIUIOIIHOE YJIOBOJBCTBUE OT OOIICHUSA C PYCCKHUM TOCYyJapem,
IIyCTh ¥ BOHSIOIIMM KakK IOCJIEIHEE )KUBOTHOE.

[letp ockmabuics, 3aMeTMB Ha ce0e BHUMATEIBHBIM B3MJISIA JKeHbl. U
IIPOBO3IJIACUJI 3apaHee MPOAYMAaHHBIN TOCT:

— 3a uMIepaTopckyro hammimio!

[IpucyTCTBYIOMME NOAHSIIUCH CO CBOUX MECT:

— 3a uMIepatopckyro hammimio!

Exarepuna, Iletp um BoponumoBa ocramuce cuaersb. Ilo 3amy mnponeccs
UCITyTaHHbIM IenoTok. He ycnena mmmneparpuna noctaBuTh O60kan Ha croi, Ilerp
no/103Bal Kk cede uurenb-aaproranta ['ynosuya:

— Cnpocu y Hee, — JIOBOJIbHO TPOMKO cKa3ajl ummneparop. — [louemy ona He
BCTana?

bnengueiii, xak cHer, ['ynoBud mpomen uepe3 3ai M, 3alHUHASACH, MEpeaa
Exartepune Bompoc rocynaps. Exatepuna npe3putenbHo cy3uia riaza. Yrto oH cebde
nmo3BossieT? Pemmmn myOnMYHO 3asgBUTH, YTO OHA OOJIBIIIE HE SIBIACTCS YJICHOM
UMIEPATOPCKON (haMUIHu?

— Ilepenaiite ero wuMIepaTroOpCcKOMy BEIHMYECTBY, 4YTO HMIEpPATOPCKas
dbaMunusi COCTOUT U3 TocyAapsi, MEHS U Hauero chiHa. IMEHHO mo3ToMmy s cowiia
W3JIMIIHUM TPOSIBIATH 3HAK YBAKEHUS, O KOTOPOM CIIPAILIMBAET TOCYyAaph.

Tpsicymuiica ['ynoBud BepHyJics 0OpaTHO U CJIOBO B CIIOBO mepenan ¢pasy
umrepatpuiibl. [lerp mobarpoBen, yCMOTpeB B HUX HaMEK Ha JAaBHHE COOBITHS,
CBSI3aHHBIE C POXKICHUEM HACIICTHUKA.

— Ilepenaiite ee uMIEpaTOpCKOMY BEIMYECTBY, 4TO OHa Aypa. IlpuHn
[onmmTuHCKUM, MOW AsAsl, TakKe NPUHAUICKUT K UMIEPATOPCKON (aMuianu u
Hu4ero, Bcrai. Horu He oTBamuiucs!

['yaioBuu HexOoTs OTHpaBWICA B OOpaTHbI myTh. [IpuaBOpHBIE HCIyraHHO
MOT4aIA. ['OCTM ene CHBIIHO NEPEeroBapuBajIuCh, HE B CHJIAX IIOBEpUTH B
npoucxonsiee. OqQHAKO HE yCHeln MOCIaHHUK JOUTH 10 MecTa Exarepunsl, kak [letp
BCKOYWJI M 3aKpHYaJjl Ha BECh 3aJl:

— JIYPA!



JKenTeiii manen KpuBO MOKa3bIBal HA HEE.

Bomapunaces rpoboBast TuimHa.

ExarepuHa BcTana 1 MOJ4a BbILUIA M3-3a CTOJIA, HAIPABUBILHUCH K BBIXOY.

— KYJIA? —3aopan Iletp.

B nBepsx umnepaTpuiia 1apcTBEHHO 00EepHYJIACh.

— Ot Bac cIOMIIKOM JAYpHO I[AaXHET, Ball€ BEJIWYECTBO. ['psA3pl0 U
HEBOCHUTAHHOCTHIO.

W, He oxupas ero OTBETa, OHAa AKKYypaTHO MPHUKpbUIAa 3a cO0O0#l JBEpb.
[Tapaaubiii 006ex Obul copBaH. ['OCTH TOPOIUIMBO PACXOJIUIINCh, YTOOBI pPa3HECTH
cruietHio no IlerepOypry. Bce Tonbko Tenmeph M BOJHOBANIO, Kak OTBETUT Ha
OCKOpOJIEHUE MOJIOJIasi UMIIepaTpHIla U KaK MOCTYIUT €€ CyNpyr B OTBET HAa 'TPs3b U
HEBOCIIUTAHHOCTD .

Peakuust rocynaps He 3actaBuia ce0s sxnath. [Ibsabiii [leTp ensa gepxaics Ha
HOrax, ClieBa €ro nojaaepkumBan npuHU [ommTmHCKMH, cnpaBa — BOpoHIOBA,
npeObIBaBIIasl B CTOJIb K€ IJTAYeBHOM COCTOSHUU.

— Apecryii eel — xpunen umneparop. — HemennenHo!

— DOTOro HUKaK Helb3s CHeNaTh, Ballle BEIMYECTBO, — mpodopMoTan ['eopr
["onmTUHCKUHN, pa3MBILUIs, KaK JOTAIIUTh TOCyAapsa U ero paBoOpUTKy A0 CHajIbHH,
HE BbI3bIBas IIPU HTOM NPUCTATBHOTO BHUMAHUS CO CTOPOHBI HMHOCTPAHHBIX
Jeneramui.

— Ila-uemy?! — BckuHynach nbsHas BoponmoBa. — Ona ockopOuia
uMIiepatopa M JobkHa ObITh HakazaHa! S TpeOyro! Mwi — EnuzaBera Bropas,
00kbeit MusIoCcThIO Best Pycu. Ueprt, onsiTh 3anmyTanacs!

[IpyHI MOOHAI TU1a3a K MOTOJKY, IPU3bIBasi HA TOMOIIb BCEX U3BECTHBIX €EMY
ooroB. U mouemy Ilerpa yropasnuno BeIOpaTh cebe B JIOOOBHHILY 3Ty >KCHILUHY,
KOTOPYIO M JKEHIIMHOMN-TO CJIOHO Ha3BaTh?! JIoOpo Ol emie cujena B cnaibHE, TakK
HET, €€ B MOJUTUKY NOTSIHYJIO.

Eme HemaBHO OH ObUI yBEpEeH, UTO CMOXKET YNPAaBIATh IUIEMSHHUKOM I10
CBOEMY YCMOTPEHHIO, HO IPOCUUTAJICS: CIMIIKOM ObIcTpo [letp Tepsn yenoBeueckuii
O00JMK ¥ BO3MOKHOCTb HOPMAJIBHO MBICIHTh M NMPUHUMATh aJE€KBATHBIC PELICHHUS.
XoTss OyATO 10 3TOro OH MoOr 3T0 jAenarb! I'mymocTtu, coBeplaemble MOJIOIbIM
rocyaapeM, ObUIM HE NPOCTO UYAOBHUIIHBIMHU... VX TmOCIencTBUs yxke ceildac
Ka3aJIMCh KaTacTpOPUUHBIMUA HE TOJIBKO JJII BCETO POCCUUCKOTO roCy/lapcTBa, HO U
nuta camoro Iletpa.

CHauana npubanxKeHre MPYyCcCKOro MociaHHuka. ['ocynaps ero Tak Bo3It00uI,
YTO B MPUKA3HOM MOPSAJKE MOTPeOOBaJ «IIOMMETh BCeX MONOAIX dpeitmuu». [locon
oTOMBaJsCs, HE 3Has, KaK OTKAa3aThCs OT LApckod MuiocTd, HO e Tam! Bwmecrte ¢
VCITyTaHHBIMU JIEBULIAMU €r0 3alepiii B OJHOW KoMHare, a Ilerp mpoxaxkuBaiics y
JIBEpEii, OXpaHssl «CBATOCTH» MOMEHTA. ECTECTBEHHO, YTO 00 3TOM MHIIMJIEHTE CTAJIO
M3BECTHO BO BCEX EBPONENCKUX IOCY1apCTBaX.

CeronHsIHss BBIXOJIKA HE CTaHET MCKIOYeHueM. M camoe medanbHOE, 4TO
BCE CHUMIIaTUU OyayT Ha CTOpOHE Mojojoi ummepaTpuubl. [lpunn TommruHckwit



HEBOJILHO BCIIOMHHUJI O TIOXOPOHAX HMMIIEPATPHUIILI. YKE€ TOT/Ia CTAJIO TMOHSTHO, YTO
CYACTJIMBOTO IapcTBOBaHus y [leTpa He momyduTcs.

...0cpomnoe Habanb3amupo8anHoe meno UMNEPAMPUYbl UeCb Heoelb
HAaxoounocb 60 0eopye. Mnozue c omepawenuem omeoounu 2nazda, He 8 CUIAX
cMompems Ha Jicenmoe HapymsHeHHoe auyo Enuzasemuvl ¢ msoicenou ynvlOKol.
3on0mas Kopora niOMHO cudena Ha 20/108e, A MKAHHOe cepedPOM niamve, Ka3aiocy,
6om-eom JlOnHem Ha pazoyeuiemcsi meie. Bce Oecamv Owmeii oxono xamaghanka
monunace Examepuna, uve omcmpaneHnoe 2ope pe3Ko KOHMpPAcmuposano ¢
NbAHBIMU 8bIXOOKAMU ee MYHCA.

["eopr riyOboko B310XHYJ, Bojoya Ha ce0e MbsiHOro umrneparopa. Kto x 3Hadn,
yTOo Tak Bce oOepHercs! Benp eme nBa Mecsna Hazaa MOXHO OBLJIO OOpaTUTh
CUMIIaTUX HapoJia B CTOPOHY rocyaaps. A Kako# masnc um aana cynpba! Kak peraanu
3TH TIyNble pycCKue, mpoxois MuMo rpoda B Kazanckom cobope, rme Temno
UMITepaTPUIIBl TIPOJIekKaAN0 AecaTh aAHei. Eme Obl, UM HE pbiaaTh. M JFOOOTO
npocromoauHa Emmszasera mo-npexHeMmy aoudb Ilerpa Bemmkoro. Ee mo cux mop
BOCIIPUHUMAIOT KaK HWCTHUHHO PYCCKYH ToOCyaapbiHIO, B oTiaumume oT Ilerpa,
OOBSBIICHHOTO OYEpPETHBIM AHTUXPUCTOM. M momum OOBSCHU TPO TPYIbl TOPOTHX
IJ1aTheM, JIapiibl, OJHbIE OPUILIMAHTOB, MyCTYIO Ka3Hy! Bce paBHO He mociyIiaroT.
A Temnepb 1 BoBce!

Ha noxoponax Ilemp me ckpwlean ceoeil padocmu. 6ce 200bl OH JIOMO
HeHnasuoen umnepampuyy. Oceob600usuiucy om ee OONE3HEHHOU ONneKu, OH NomepsL
yyecmeo npuauyus. Y epoba monvko u oOenain, 4mo OMNYCKAL WIOCKUe WYMKU,
epumacHu4an, nasacal u nui 600kKy. llepeccopuncs co 6cemu céAujeHHUKAMU,
VYMYOPUAC 0CKOpOumsv oedcypusuwux y epooa eeapoetiyes. Oonaxo Oovule 8ceco
docmanocy Examepune Anexceesne. Bce Oecsimb OHell, Uumo meno uMnepampuybl
HAX0O0UNOCb 8 YepKeU, OHA DpeSYIApHO  Npuesdcaid myoa U  4acami,
KOJIeHONPEKIOHEHHAs neped 2poOoM, 8Cs 8 UEPHBIX 00eHcoax, NiaKaia u ycepoHo
monunace. Ilemp noobezan k meil, wunaiu, pyeali, a 00un paz oaxce moaxkuyi. Ilpuny
mozoa ewje YOUBUICs, KaK HelOBKOL OHA YNALA, NPUNCUMAS PYKU K HCUBOMY.

B oenv noxopomn nacnvie kpusnsanvs Ilempa oocmuenu anoces. [nunnviti mpeH
€20 mpaypHo20 niawa Heclu cpa3y HeCKOJIbKO HPUOBOPHBIX, OH Jice 8peMs Om
8pemeHu ybezan enepeo, Ompbl8asch OM HUX, U UM NPUXOOUMC OMNYCKamyb ulieid.
llonvl yepHo2o oOeanusi pazeesanuco 3a HUM HO 8emp)y, KAK Kpblibsi HemOnbipsi.
T'ocyoapwv uckpenne 3abasnsics, a 8 Hapoode 8ce uauje pazoasanocy. KAumuxpucm!».
l'eope notiman cebsi na mwviciu, umo oOadce npumuxuias Boponyoea yxpaorxoii
UCNY2aHHO KPeCMmUmCs.

3amem u 6o6ce npouzowien HenpusmHwll 3nuU300. [lemp 6HO8b 0CcmMaHoBUICA,
Hacmexascb Had CMapukamu-CaHOBHUKAMU, C MPYyooM 0020HAswux e2o. M kak
MONbLKO OHU NOOOULTU, NYCMUICS BCKAYb, 6epms Y3KOU 3a0Huyel, uzoasas
Henpucmotinvle 38VKu. JleudiceHue Kopmedxca CHO8A HAPYWUNOCL. B moane
HOCILIULANCS PONOM.

Bo epemsa nanuxuowvl uepmyuika HeOOHOKpAmMHO 3AIUBANCA CMEXOM, NOKA3bIBAL
A3IK U 2POMKO  paA3208apuean,  3acmaeiss — CEAWEHHUKO8  Npepuleamb



cnyorcoy .. Iloucmune, smo OvLIu camvie omepamumesnbHble HOXOPOHbl. Bnpouem,
camomy Ilempy onu cmpawmno noupagunucy. «Tax smoi cmapou kapze u Hadol» —
cKasan oH 6 mom eeyep. —Bom Ov1 6ce nosmopums!»

Ox, Henerkas 3Ta padoTa: TaluTh UMIIepaTopa 10 noctenu. [IpuHIl menKHy
najgbllaMu, nepenaBas JABa OecuyBCTBEHHBIX Tena Jjakesm. Y¢! U nmouemy Te, KTO
00JIeUeH TaKo# BIACThIO, BEAYT ce€0sl MOI00HO UANOTAM.

— Takoe BmeyaTiieHHE, YTO OH YX M HE 3HAET, YTO NPHUAYMaTh, YTOObI
BBI3BAaTh HEHABHUCTH €r0 MOAJAHHBIX K HEMY, — pa3Aaics PSAOM BKPaJUUBBIN TOJIOC.
[Tpun1 'oNITHHCKUI yCTaI0 MOCMOTPEI Ha CBOETO HEXIAHHOTO COOECEeTHUKA.

— Kak Obl Bbl HU MPOTUBWINCH, HO UMIIEpaTpUIla 3aBOEBHIBAET cepilla, —
MOJIHOMOYHBIN 1ocos1 OpaHiuK AOBOJIBHO YIBIOHYJCS. — VIMEHHO 3TOMY 51 CEroIHs
Y MOCBATHII MUCbMO UMIiepaTopy. HUKTO Tak yrmopHo, Kak OHa, HE BO3Ja€T MOKOMHOU
UMITIEpATPUIIE CTOJLKO yBaXXeHUS U modecteil. Koneuno, mpo ce0s oHa, HaBEepHsKa,
MIOCMEUBAETCS, XapakTep Yy Hee Takoh, ocoOeHHb. Ho BOT, 4TO YyIMBUTEIHHO:
JyXOBEHCTBO W HApOJl BEPAT B €€ HCKPEHHOCTh U BEChMa i 3a 3T0 OiaromapHsl. Bee,
KTO 3HA€T €€, OTMEUYAT 3aMEUYaTeNIbHYIO MMEJAHTUYHOCTh, C KOTOPOW OHA CIIPABJISET
Mpa3HUKHA, COOJIOJAET TOCTHI, TO €CTh, JENaeT BCE TO, YE€M JIETKOMBICIECHHO
npeHeOperaeT MMIIEpaToOp, HO 4YTO a OTHIOAb HE O€3pa3jM4yHO HACEJIICHUIO STOU
crpanbl. U 3Haere, 4To, Baue BbICOYECTBO... — bapoH bpeTeliib ¢ yI0BOJIBCTBUEM
HIOXHYJI AYIIUCTHIN Tabak. — OHa BOBce He 3a0blja U HE MPOCTUIIA UMIIEPATOPY Te
yIpo3bl, UTO OH OOEIIAN Peaiu30BaTh, KOT/a elle ObLI BEIUKUM KHSI3EM: IOCTPUYb €€
B MOHAaXMHM W 3aTOYMTh B MOHACTBHIpb, Kak moctynui Ilerp | co cBoeilr mepBoii
*KeHou. Bce 9T0, mnogorpeBaeMoe €XKEIHEBHBIMU YHWKCHUSMH, HaBEpHSKA
HaKaIrIuBaeTCs B €€ TOJIOBE U JKJET JIUIIb MOBOAA, YTOOBI B3opBaThesa. Amu-xu! Mos
mpaBza. A Bbl TOTOBHI, Ballle BRICOYECTBO K MOA00OHOMY B3phIBY? Jlymaro, uro Het. U
yK 00Jiee TOro, 4TO K MOJJOOHOMY MOBOPOTY CUTYAIMH HE TOTOB cam umneparop. Ero
JKIET BECbMa HENPUATHBIN cropnpus. IloBeppre MHE.

['eopr TommTuHCKMIA MOHYpPO MOJYaj, OCO3HaBas NPABOTY (PaAHITy3CKOTO
JTUATIOMATA.

— Wmnepatop Gonen, Bamie BbicouecTBO. besHanexHo. OH oepKUM TyXOM
pa3pyllieHus, HO He TOHUMAET, YTO MEePBOM )KEPTBOW CTaHET OH caM. Amy-Xu!

M-na, ero nipaBaa. 1 He Bo3pa3uuisb.

I'/IABA 14.

B Takoii cinoxxHol u omacHOM cutyanuu ExatepuHa, moxkanyi, emie He ObLia
HuKoraa. Jlaxke xorja e Tpo3uin M3rHAaHUEM W3-3a MAaTEPUHCKUX WHTPUT, OBLIO HE
TaK CTpamHo. J{axke korjga paspas3uics CKaHIall ¢ becTykeBbIM, OHA BbIIILIA CYXOU U3
Bojbl. HO Temepp BCs €€ KHM3HBb 3aBUCENla OT €II€ HE POKICHHOIO YEJIOBEYKA,
TPO3UBLIETO MOSBUTHCS HA CBET B CaMbI HEMOAXOISIIIMNA MOMEHT.

K dakrty cBoero ortmoBctBa ['puropmit OpnoB oTHeccS € KaIHBIM
JTHO0OTIBITCTBOM M OJTHOBPEMEHHO — € pa3apakeHuemM. [1o HouaMm OH ToIoATy mrynat



AKUBOT EKaTepuHbl, NPUHOPABIMBAsACh K TonukaMm: «CMOTpHU-Ka, ManKy-To y3Han!
Bor mensma! Becp B MeHs!».

JlHem, HarpoOTUB, UCKPEHHE CepAMICs, OOBUHSIS JIIOOOBHUIYY B €€ JEIHMKATHOM
IIOJIOKEHUH.

— He morna nogoxnate HeMHoro! A Hy, kak 3aMeTsT!

— Tr1 5xe He 3ameTwi, — PaBHOAYIIHO Bo3paxana ExarepuHa. — 3arsarusas
Ha ce0e Kopcer.

— Tak T10 a! [pyrue nornaszacreir Oymyr. CTOUT TOJIBKO y3HaTb TBOEMY
MYXKY...

ExaTeprHa noMopuiuiach: MOLUIBIM BOAEBWJb, Ja U TOJIbKO. JIHOOOBHMK
Y3HAET O TOM, 4TO €ro nojpyra OepeMeHHa.

— D'pua, npekparu, a? — B3Monuiack oHa. — W tak TomHo. MHe Hagoeno,
YTO Thl OOBHHSICIIL MEHS, CIIOBHO s AeBa Mapus, a 3T0 — Hemopo4yHoe 3auatue. bes
TeOs1 To’ke HEe 000mUIOCh... Jlydie moaymai, Kak MHE POAUTH BO JABOPIIE, HO TakK,
9TOOBI 00 ATOM HUKTO HE y3HAaJ.

C Takoil 3agaukoil I'puropuii He copaBwiICsS. BIAjdl B CTYNOp M CIEUIHO
OTKJIaHsuICcs. EkaTepuna npopearupoBasia Ha €ro yxXoJa JOBOJIBHO Bsul0. MOKeT, OH 1
npas, uyro ywen. [lo kpaiinelr mepe, BeicniuTcsa cerogHa. CesaTe B CMyTy B Kazapmax
HaAMHOTO TIPOIIIE, YeM ITOMOYb OepeMeHHoN 06abe CKphITh pakT npenodoaesHus. OHa
BCTaJa, pa3MUHAas HOMOILYIO MosicHULLy. Tsikeno-to kak, ['ocnogu! Xopomio emie, uyto
B CBOEI ONOYMBAJIbHE MOXHO JKMBOT PACIyCTHTh, a Hy Kak llerp ouepenHoil Gai
3areeT, uyTo Toraa? OHa M Tak B MPOLUIBIM pa3 YyTh HE CKUHYJA: Jymalla, yMPET OT
TYyro 3aTsaHyToro miarths. Kak Bblaepana IBITKY, JO CUX IOp HenmoHATHO. Ho
BbIIICpKana. Bce-taku mpaBay B HapoAe TOBOPST, YTO PYCCKHE JKEHIIUHBI BCE
crepnsT. ExareprHa noiimana ce0s Ha MBICIIH, YTO BIEPBBIE YETKO MOAyMalia O ceoe,
KaK 0 pycckoi. JlaBHO mopa: Bce KOKEH U MACOM OHA IPUPOCHA K ITOM CTpaHe, u
y>K€ HE MBICIUT ce0€ XKU3HH B IPYTOil.

PeGenok meBenbHysCsS, O0npHO ynapuB B Ook. Exatepumna oxnyna. Bpems
nopxkuMaeT. JloctaToyHO OJIHOM oOrulomHOCTH, W Bce — Iletp mobenut.
OMIOMIHOCTEH K€ MOKET OBITh MHOKECTBO: CIUIETHU CIYT, JIIOOONBITHBIE B3IJISAIBI,
ee KpUKU IPU pOJax, HAaKOHeL, Iad, MiuageHua. CTeHsl 31ech TOHKHE. .. Jla Uy cTeH
€CTh YLIH.

Xopomo, 4TO OHa IPHHSUIA MEpbl NpPerocTOpokHOCTU. [Ipn nBope yxke He
nosiBisgercs. [ Bcex — mosonas umnepaTtpuna 0onbHa. CuibHbIE TOJOBHBIE 00N
IUTIOC TIOABEPHYTasi HOra — CEPbE3HBIM IOBOJ, YTOOBI OCTaBaTbCA B IIOCTENH.
BxoauTe B cianbHIO UMIEPATPHIIBI MOTYT TOJIBKO JAOBepeHHbIe uma: OpioB (KTo x
emy 3amnpetut!), kHsruHs J[amkoBa, KaMeprUCTKa U HEMOH KaJIMBIK, TOTOBBIH OTIATh
3a Hee u3Hb. Emie oquH cnyra, Baceka llIkypuH, noxuion asabKa, U 1€Hb, U HOYb
NEXYPUT y ee nBepen. BoT u celtuac — ExaTepuHa ene CibllHO 3aCTOHaNa, a Bacbka
MTHOBEHHO IIPOCYHYJI F'OJIOBY B JIBEPb!

— Yro, marymka? — B Tojoce HCKpeHHee OecrokoiicTBo. HaspiBaer
«MaTyIIKOW», a JIOOUT KaK JOo4Yb HEMmyTeBYI0. — TbI CKaxu, eciau 4To... JlokTopa
II030BY.



— Ox, Bacs, Bacs... — Exarepuna ¢ TpyaoM caepxuBaia cie3bl. — He Hazno
MHe A0KTopa. Jlydiie nocuau co mHou. Jla, canuce, caauce xe. B Horax nmpaBabl HET.
Uro nenath, Bacenbka? Emie Hemens, MakcuMmym — 1Be, U BOJbI 0TOMayT. Cama-To 5
CHEPKYCh, HO MJIaZIeHEel] Kpu4aTh cTaneT. OpiioB MHE 3/1ech HE MOMOIIHUK. Kyna emy
miazaenen? OH u cam, kKak Oonblnod pebeHok. Bes nagexxna Ha bora. Ocrtaercs
TOJBKO MOJIUTHCA U OTJATHCS BOJIE IPOBUICHUS.

— MonuTBbI, MaTyIIKa, JEJ0 XOpollee, — paccyauTesbHO 3ameTun LIkypuH.
—TbI, TIel, 4a€K-TO, OH JIMMOBBIM, MPU TBOEM COCTOSIHUM OYEHb IOJIE3EH: U JyLLY
YCIIOKOWT, U BOJIHEHUSI HEHYKHbIE CHUMET. B TBOEM IOJIOKEHUH OTHABIXaTh HYXKHO, a
ThI ce0s He *kaneellb. BoH kak MiajeHel] OpbIKaeTcs, OTCIO/1a BUIATh.

ExareprHa mnokpacHena, Kak [J€BOYKa, IPUKPBIB PYKAMHU BOJIHYIOIIUHCA
KUBOT. PeOeHOK nelicTBUTENbHO Ben cebds HecrokoiHo. lllkypun mpoTsHyn et
BTOPYIO YaIIKy, CIOOPUB Yail MOJIOKOM.

— A Tenepp, Maryuika, JaBai-Ka, MOJyMaeM, 4TO MOXHO ciaenaTk. EcTh y
MeHS OoJHa cMmenas 3aaymka. Ho TyT TBoero coBeTa cnpocuth Hago0OHO, BAPYT
OTrOBapMBaTh CTAHEIIb.

— Kakas 3amymka? —enBa CIbIIIHO CIIPOCKIIA UMIIEPATPHUIIA.

— T'ocynape nam, Iletp ®emopoBud, Kak HU3BECTHO, OOJBIION OXOTHHK 10
nokapoB, — HeToporio Havan [lIkypun, Tepeds o6Bucibiit yc. — Ero Bojkoii He
IIOM, J1ail TOJIBKO Ha OrOHb MOCMOTPETh. Kak y3Haer npo moxap, cpasy MUMTCS TyAa
CO Bcell yensapto. BOT s M moayman: HauHyTCS POJIbl, & Mbl IOMHK IOJOXKEM, 1A
JOBEPEHHOr0 4YeJOBEYKa K uMIleparopy nogouuieM. M emy pagoct, U HaMm
obneruenue. Kak tede?

Exarepuna 6y1aronapHo emy yJIbIOHYJaCh.

— MHe HpaBUTCS, BOT TOJBKO TJI€ MBI HaiieM Takou qoM, Bacummii?

— A 3auem wuckate? — uckpenHe yauBwics lllkypun. — Moil Bmomnne
nogoiaer. KuBy oAuH, JOMUK MajeHbKUM, ckapOba B HEM KOT HAaIUIakaji, a
HaXOAMWTCA OT JABOpIAa He Tak Onm3ko. Iloka mmmeparop moeder, moka AOXKAETCA
MIEPBBIX T'OJOBELIEK, ThI, TJIAUIIb, U POAULID.

— A ecnm HeT? —npomrenTana Exarepuna.

Bacbka HEBO3MYTUMO HaJIWUII €IIIE Yalo.

— Ilopoxxxem Bropou. Tam momuiiexk MHOro. Jjist Xopomero Aeina u 4yKoro
UMYIIIECTBA HE JKaJKo. Thl BeJlb HE OCTABUIIIb TOTOM MOTOPEIbLIEB?

B xotops1ii pa3 ExarepuHa noauBuiachk pycckoMy xapaktepy. [Ipemyioxu ona
n0100HOE€ HEMILYy, TOT MFTHOBEHHO Obl OTBETHJ OoTKazoM. U emre Obl yKOpui — Kak
CMOIJIa TaKO€ MPEJIOKUTh. A PYCCKOMY BCE PABHO: JJISl XOPOULIETO JI€JIa U YyKOTO
UMYIIECTBA He KaJKo. JIoOpo OBl TONBKO YY>KOTO, TAK OH M CBOETO JIMIIUTHCS, HO 00
TOM IIOKa 4TO HE AyMmaeT. A Bce pycckuil xapakrep. M kak TOJIbKO B HEM COYETAIOTCS
CTOJIb TPOTUBOPEUMBBIE YEPTHI: MPEAAHHOCTDh U 3aBUCTh, )KEJTAHUE YTOJUTh U HUUEM
HEe 00BsicHUMAs CTPONTUBOCTH? JleHs u Tpynomooue? HaboXHOCTh U pa3rylIbHOCTH?
MynpocTh U TaynocTh? Y IUBUTENbHO, U3 JIIOOBU K Hel Bacbka rotoB He TOJIBKO
JMIIUATHCSA CBOETO KPOBa, HO U MOTSHYTH 3a c000# coceneil. HeBO3ZMOXKHBIN pyCCKHit



xapaktep! Ho, kaxxercs, OHa HAUMHAET MOHUMATh 3TOT pycCKHUil xapakrtep. He ymom
— CcepALeM.

K Beuepy npuexana kusaruss Jlamkosa. Manenbkast, AestenbHas u Becenas. C
MOMEHTA UX 3HAaKOMCTBA ITPOIIIO HE TAK YK MHOI'O BpeMeHM, HO ExarepnHa ycnena
NOJIIOOUTh TE3Ky BceM cepiaueM. OcoOeHHO €i HpaBWIach MPAaKTUYHOCTb HOHOU
KHATMHU U yYMEHHE J00MBAThCSl MOCTABJIEHHOW Lienu. PacckasblBaiM, 4TO TOJIBKO
Oylarogapsi CBOe XUTPOCTH U yMy, HeB3pauHoii Ekatepune BopoHiioBo# yaanoch
3aM0JIy4NATh CaMOI'0 BBINOJIHOTO XkeHuxa B Poccun.

Ha onHom u3 6anoB KHs3b [lallIkOB ONPOMETYMBO cKa3aji mapy OaHaJbHBIX
KOMIUIMMEHTOB MATHAALATUICTHEH OapbllllHE, B3MpaBLIE HAa HEr0 C TalHBIM
BOCTOpProM. Takue KOMIUIMMEHTbl OH TOBOPUJI KaXJIOoW JeOI0TaHTKe, HO 3Ta
MAaJIbIIIKa PEMIWIIA CTaTh €IMHCTBEHHOW. B €€ yMHOM TOJ0BKE MOJIHHEHOCHO CO3pEN
wiad. Henonro nymas, ona nojgo3sana k cede BopoHuosa:

— AX, 1414, 1 HE B CHJIaX NOBEPHUTh CBOEMY CUACTBIO: KHS3b ClIEJIaj]l MHE
npenoxenue. 1 s ero npunsia.

Kanumep BopoHiioB pacceinancs B 6JarogapHOCTSIX: KOrja 0 emie yAaaoch TaK
OBICTPO W BBITOAHO MPUCTPOUTH IUIEMsHHUIY. He3amaunuBelii kaBajep, B ayle
3aKOPEHEIIBI  XOJIOCTSAK, HECKOJIBKO pACTEpsICsA, a pPAaCTEpPSABILNKUCH, HCITYTraJCs
HACTOJIBKO, YTO B IEPBYIO MUHYTY HE CMOT OIPOBEPTHYTH CI0OBA CBOEH HEKIAHHOU
HeBecThl. [locne — crano no3ano. Mx oOBeHuany.

Korma Exarepuna ycibliana UCTOPUIO CTOJIb OPUTMHAIBHOIO CBATOBCTBA, TO
JI0JITO HE MOIJIa B HEE ITOBEPUTH!

— A ecnu Obl OH OTKa3aJ1? — CIPOCHIIAa KaK-TO OHa J[alKoBy.

KHAruHs B 0TBET TOJIBKO (BIPKHYJIA:

— Ecnu Ob1 1a xabbl, 1 Bo pTy pocau rpulsl... Bpsaa mu. Kusass He cnocoben
IPUHUMATH OBICTPBIE PEIICHHUS, YTO B IAHHOM JIeJie ChIrpajio MHE Ha pyKy. S Oblia B
HETo BJIIOOJIEHA U XOTeJa BBIWTH 3aMyK. BpIa.

— JloBonbHA?

— He ouenp, — vectno npusnana [lamkoBa. — J[t000Bb mporia, CIOBHO €€
U He Obu10. HOo KHS3B Myulie Apyrux, KOro MHE CBaTajid, K TOMY ke 00orar u 3HaTeH.
CKBO3b MaJblbl CMOTPUT HAa MOM MOXOXKJIEHUS, K JHOOBU IIPOTUB MOETO JKEJIAHUS HE
IIPUHYKJAET, TAK YTO 5 )KAJIOBATHCSI MHE HEYETO.

bpaunble oTHOmIEHMs J[alIKOBY OEHCTBHUTEIBHO Majno HHTepecoBanu. OHa C
TallHBIM BOCTOPIOM OKYHYJIaCh B IPHUJIBOPHBIE MHTPUTH, OOHAPYKHUB OTHIOJb HE
KEHCKUH yM M cO0OOpasuTeNbHOCTh. M Bce ke cTpareroM B 3TOil mape Oblia
uMmIeparpuna, JlamkoBod ke ocraBajiach BOCHHAs TakTuka. KHATMHA naxe He
IIOAO3PEBANIA, HACKOIBKO TOHKO W HE3aMETHO pPYKOBOAMJIA €K  MOJojaas
UMIEPATPUIIA, YbE MOJO0KEHUE B JAHHBI MOMEHT OBLJIO OTPAaHUYEHHBIM.

Nnes llkypuna ¢ nmojkorom JlamkoBoW IMOHpAaBUIIACh, U OHA YIAJIWIIACh C
BEPHBIM CIYTOI0 OOTOBapHUBaTh JAE€TAIH U BO3MOXHBIX UCTIOJHUTENEH. 320IHO HYKHO
ObLIO 3apaHee M03a00TUTHCS U O CEMbE, KyJla OTAALYT HOBOPOXKIEHHOTO MJIAICHIIA.

ExarepuHa octamach OJHa. 3akpblla JBEPh W JOCTaJIa 3aBETHYIO TETPalb.
JlHeBHUK OHa Havasia BeCcTH 1o mpuObITHH B Poccun. 3aTem 3abpocuina, 0CO3HaB, 4TO



TalHbIE MBICIIM TOTYAC K€ CTAHOBSTCA U3BeCTHbI Enm3asere. He nBopen, a mmuoH
CUIUT Ha IINMHOHE U IITMOHOM e norousaer. C Tex nop npouuio Hemasuao Bpemenu. 1
OHA BHOBb CMOTIJIa BCIIOMHHUTH OBUIYIO POCKOIIb: AoBepuThcsi Oymare. Ho ciosa
CerofHs He IUIM. A mucarh H30M0BBIM SI3BIKOM OHA TaKk M He Hayuwiack. Kak, k
IpUMepy, ONMILEHIbL CBOIO HEHABUCTh 10 OTHOILIEHUIO K uepTyuke?! Y uBuTensHo,
HO 3a HECKOJIBKO JIET OHa IIPOIIIa BCE CTYNEHU YYBCTB 10 OTHOLIEHUIO K 3TOMY
yenoBeKy. Pa3Be uro crpacThio He mbutana. CHauana JOpyx0a M ydyacTHe, 3aTeM
BJIIOOJICHHOCTh Kak B OyAyIIero Mysa, IOTOM CTpax M OTYasHHUE, Ope3rJIMBOCTb,
OTBpAILIEHHE U BOT OHA, HEHABUCTh. [ Opsidas M Krydasi, €XKeIHEBHO PACTPABIIAIOIIAS
NYIIEBHBIE PaHbl. Y HEE HE OCTAJOCh HUKAKUX COMHEHUH 10 OTHOLICHUIO K €r0
cyanoe.

TpeBOXKUIO TONBKO OAHO. KAaK IOCMOTPAT Ha €€ NOCTynok B Esporme, B
NOJIZIEPKKE KOTOPOW OHA ceidac OTUasHHO HYKJAlI0Ch. 3a J000Bb Hapoaa 0cobo
BOJIHOBAThCSl HE CTOMJIO: OOJBIIMHCTBO YBUIAT B HEH CBOIO, PYCCKYIO, BCTABIIYIO HA
00pb0y ¢ aHTHUXPHUCTOM. A BOT B IJla3ax €BPONEHCKUX MOHAPXOB CTOWJIO BBITJISAETD
XKepTBoM oOcrosiTenscTB. Hukakux rpomkux yoOwuiictB. HecuacTHblil ciydaii
IPEKPACHO MOAOUIET, YTOOBI CKPBITh OOCTOSITENIbCTBA CMEPTU UMMeparopa. HyxHbl
u ucnoiaHutrenu. OHa He MMeEeT MpaBa OTAABaTh IMOJOOHOrO mHpHkasa. Brpouewm,
UCIIOJIHUTENIEH MCKaTh JI0JIF0 HE NMPUJIETCs: BbIOMpail moboro nu3 narepsix. Kaxapiii
OTJIACT 3a Hee *Ku3Hb. Kaxapiii?

Mpeicinu nepekunynuch Ha ['puropusi. ExaTeprHa HUKaK HE MOTJa pa3o0paThes
B CBOMX YYyBCTBax — JIIOOMT uiau Tepnut? C HUM-TO BCE MOHITHO — HaJa caMou
UMIIepaTpUIle, MyCTh TMOKa W OeclpaBHOM, BiacTh uMeeT. A oHa? Bropoii roj
BMECTE, a y3HaTh ['puiy nodmamke 10 cux nop He MoxeT. CIIOBHO OKOHHOE CTEKJIO
Mexx HUMH. Houbto Oike UX HUKOTO HET, JaXke Tereph, Koraa 310poBbe Exarepunbl
HE TO3BOJIIET NpeAaBaThcsi OypHBIM JlackaM. OOHUMYTCA M JIeXkKaT, MPUKABLINCH,
JpyT APYTy HA YIIKO HEKHOCTH IIEMYYT. Y TPOM — OYITO U HE ObUIO Te€X OOBATHI U
TaiiHbpIx npuszHanuil. Uyxue. Jlaxe pebeHok ux He comusuin. Her, koneuno, ['pumna
panyetcsi. Ho oH Obl 1 1IeHKY MOPOIUCTOMY 00paoBaiics, OyAb OH B TIEPBbIH pa3.

Exartepuna nposena nepom 1o OeJoi cTpaHulile, pa3feinB ee HaaBoe. PeObeHok
CHOBa IOBEpHYJICA B 4peBe. B KkoTOpoW pa3 mMieparpuia Inoxajieaa O CMEPTH
0a0KM-TpaBHMIIBI, YHECIIEH CBOI I1aBHBIM cekpeT B Moruiy. Kak Obl mpocTo ObLIO,
IPEIOTBPAaTH OHA BOBPEMS 3Ty OEpEMEHHOCTh. BCero-To u 10CTaTOYHO, YTO BBINUTH
HacTos. Ho mo3nHO: Teneph yx U HE pa3y3HaTb O HEM HHUYETO.

Bor oHa, enie ogHa MHJIOCTh IPUPOJABI U IUIATA 33 yAOBOJIBCTBUE — POXKATh,
poXkaTh U eme pa3 poxarb. OOuaHEe BCEro, 4TO HE YBUJUT OHA, KaK €€ peOeHOK
pacrter. [levanbHas cyas6a y ee aereit! IlaBen 10 cux mop ee He MPHU3HAET, MOCTE
cMeptu JroOumoit 6alymiku ymen B ceds. CMOTPUT BOTYOHKOM, MPO cels Iymy
TyMaeT, OT JacK ycTpassercs. ['puiry Bo3HeHaBujena. OHa e HUYEro cleiaTh He
MOJKET, pa3Be uTo 3alUTUTh. Benp He Tonbko y IlaBmymu k Heil HeT m00BH, y HEe
TOKE YYBCTB HE OCTAJIOCh — YYXOU OH eil. M ¢ kaxxapIM THEM pa3pbiB Bce Ooee
yBenuuuBaeTcsi. CTpaHHO, KPOBHOI'O POJICTBA C YEPTYIUIKOM y HUX HET, @ BCE PaBHO
BHEIIIHE IOXOXM. Ta e 3arHaHHOCTb B IVIAa3aX, TA XK€ Y30CTh IUIEY U HECKIATHOCTh



burypsl, Ta Xe UMIYJIbCUBHOCTH, Nepexonsmas B Oezymue. Hy, u kak marobuthb
TaKoro?

Ha cepenuny cTtpanuibl ynano udepHWIbHOE MaTHO. KOHUMK mepa pasmaszan
ero, mpuaaBas NPUIYUIHBBIE ouepTaHus. CBedya THXO TOTPECKHBaia, Pa3TOHSS
cyMmpak B koMHare. Jla, He moOuT oHa cbiHa. Jlouky Jr00uiIa u ropeBajia OT IOTEPH, a
K [laBny coBepiieHHo paBHoaymiHa. [lotoMy 4TO M oTHA ero mpuHsia 6e3 J0BU?
DTOT BOMpOC HE JaBail Mmokos. /lymas o cBoMX 4yBCTBax K JojasiMm, Exarepuna
KXIbIA pa3 olryiiaia coOCTBeHHYH0 ymepOHocTb. He mosepsts! He moouts! He
HazesThest! CIUTONIHBIE «HET» B €€ TPUALATUICTHEN *KU3HU. 1 KOro 3a TO BUHUTH?
Ce0s? Ipyrux?

Bununa, xoHeuHo, ce0si, TmepexuBas 3aHOBO OTHOUIEHUS C CBIHOM,
JTr000BHUKOM, Ipy3bsiMu. UTo He Tak? [louemy OHa HU pa3y He pacKkpbuIach Mepen
HUMH TIOJIHOCTBIO, HE TOBHHIIIACH B TAWHBIX CTpaxax W JKEJIaHUSIX, HE TOMPOCHUIIA
TO0UTH ee OOoJbIle, 4eM OHa TOoro CTouT. UyTh-uyTh Oombine. OTBET moiydniia
COBCEM HEIAaBHO, KOTJa B MUHYTY CJIA0OCTH pernmmia MomiacTuthes kK OpIioBy.
[Tpunerna mox 604OK, MpOLIENTaNa YTO-TO TIYMO-HEKHOE U MOJy4YWIa yJaap HUXKE
nosica. CnaBa 60ry, 4TO CJIOBECHBIH MOKA:

— Tbl — cunpHag. Y T1ebs B rojioBe kaOWHeT, a He 4yBcTBa, —OpIJOB
PA3HEKUIICSA ¥ TOKPOBUTEIBCTBEHHO MOXJIONAJ MO mievy. ExaTepuHa BApYT MOHsNA,
YTO OH TJe-TO MOACIyIIAl U Ipumucai ciioBa o kabunere cebe. — C Enuzaseroi,
OaroT npu ABope, npoiie 0bu10. [Tokaxkens KaMyIIeK caMOLIBETHBIM U OJIECKYUYUH, U
oHa 3a TOOOH, KaKk cOpoka, JeTUT. Toibko Obl KaMmelleK OoTaanu. Tbl — Apyras.
Kamymikamu 1e0st He Bo3bMelllb, X0Th U JtoOuib nogapku. Ox, Kats, s Benp Toxe
JIOJITO JyMaJ, 4TO y Hac ¢ To0OoH, 1t000Bb miu nocrenb. M nogymancs. Tebs mro0uTh
MOYTH HEBO3MOXKHO. [louTH, HO s CcTaparch, XOTh KaXKIbI pa3 W YyBCTBYIO, YTO
o/I0 MHOW He 0aba >KWBasi M Teruias, a BCSI POCCUUCKAas MMIIEpUs packuHyiack. U
Oepy s 3Ty UMIEpHIo, 0€3 BCAKOU KAIOCTH U HEXKHOCTH, IIOTOMY YTO OHA TOJHKO Ha
rpy0ocTh 1 OT3bIBaeTcsa. CKaXXu MHE OTKA3aThbCsl OT TeOs, HE CMOTY: MPUKUIIEI, KaK
HU K OAHOM Apyroi 6abe. Tonpko HE 3HaIO, KOro B Tede Oombie mobmao — Kario
wi umnepatpuny Exarepuny AnexceeBHy. Tak kak TeOs *anerh, mpuKaxemsb? M
KaK MpuKaxkelb Te0s 1roouth? U rocynapcto B Tede?

Bor ona, pasragka. Ha camoii moBepXHOCTU Jie)kayia. Y CHIJIBHBIX MHUpPA HE
ObIBaeT cnaboctei. Jlaxke ciie3bl U T€, CTOUT BOCIIPUHUMATD, KaK YJIOBKY OMBITHOIO
nuriomara. CUIIbHBIX OOSITCSl, HO MX HUKTO HE JIoOUT. X TOJBKO MCHOJB3YIOT B
CBOMX MHTepecax. B 0TMeCTKy Te TOXe HUKOro He JIIOOSIT, HIKOMY HE JIOBEPSIOT U
Pa3bIrpbIBAIOT COOCTBEHHBbIE KapThl. Kaxknoe wucnbiTaHue — Takas kaprta. Kax
MIPaBUJIO, CUJIbHBIE BRIUTPHIBAIOT. HO MHOT1a OBIBAIOT JOCAIHBIE OCEUKH.

Exarepuna HeXHO moriagmia cedsi MO KUBOTY. BOT TaKU€ OCEYKH, KaK ITa.
Eme oaHO CcyiecTBo, KOTOpOE OHAa HUKOTZIa HE CMOXKET MOoJItoOuTh. Pe3ko 3akpbuia
nyctyto terpaas. Hukomy He gosepsit! Kto ckazan, uto mist Oymaru Hy>XKHO JenaTh
UCKItoueHue?!

I'JTABA 15.



Bonwme Bcero Exarepuna 6osutach, 9TO POJbI HAYHYTCS YTPOM HIIA THEM — B
TaKo BpeMs YCTPOUTH MOIKOT JOCTATOYHO CJIO0KHO, J1a YTO TaM CJIOKHO — MOYTH
HeBO3MOkHO. Houbto — gpyroe neno. CBer 00beaUHSET, TEMHOTa, HA00OPOT,
pazobmiaer. TeMHOTa cO3/1aCT MAHUKY, K TOMY K€ IMOXKap JHEM MEHEe MHTEPECEH,
4YeM HOYbI0. 3HAYMUT, OOJIbllIE IIAHCOB, YTO HMMIEpPATop BMecTe BOpoHIIOBON H
OCTaJIbHOM CBUTOM MPUOYAET Ha 3TO JEHCTBO.

OcraBasioch TOJBKO TNOATANaTh W MPOAEPKATbCA. XOTS, YTO 3HAYUT
npojepxxarbcsi. TpeTbu poJibl HE MEpBbIe, BCE MPOU30iIET HAMHOIO OBICTpEe, €CiH,
KOHEYHO, HE BO3HUKHET OCJIOXHEHUU. B 1000M ciyyae ocTaBajloch HaAESIThCS Ha
TO, YTO CXBATKH HAYHYTCSI BEUYECPOM.

Hapnexna ymupaer nocinegHen.

Beuepom 22 anpenst Exarepuna mouyBcTBOBaja nepBbie cxBaTku. OHA TYT e
nociana 3a HaJekHOH nmoBuBaibHON 0abkoi u LllkypunsiM. Tomy ObLIO JOCTATOYHO
B3IJISIHYTh B MCKa)KEHHOE OOJIbIO JIMII0, YTOOBI MOHATH CBOIO 3a1ady. OH COrJIacHO
KUBHYJ M KUHYJICA Ha YJUILY, TJIE Y YEpHOTO BXOJla YK€ BTOPYIO HENEN0 JHEBAN U
HOYEBAJI €T0 MJIA NI OparT.

— Bce, kak u nmoroBapuBanuch, — ckaszan 3aneixaBuuiica Lllkypun. — B
JIOME MOJTHO MPOMACJIEHHON COJIOMbI. BenbixHeT ObICTpO.

Bbpat Bckoumi1 Ha JIo11a/1b ¥ IOTHAJ B OJIMH U3 O€JTHBIX KBAPTAJIOB.

— O#t, uro ceiiuac Oynmer, — ¢ TaiiHOW ropaoctbio mpomentan Lkypun.
BepHyBmmuce BO ABOpeEl], OH NOAHSJCA Ha CaMblid BEpX, BIUIAIBIBASCh B HOYHOW,
TeMHbIH ropoa. Menkue oruum He B cuer. Aral TlonpixHyno Tak, 4TO U C
deliepBepkoM He cpaBHUTH. Elie Obl, BeJb TOMHUMO MAcClSIHOM COJOMBI, JOM HAOUT
IIOTEIHBIMU OTHSAMH, KoTopble IlIkypuH TaniHO BBIBE3 M3 KiIanoBoW Asopua. M-na,
Takoro noxapa B CeBepHON CTOJUIIE €IlI€ HE BUJBIBAJIU: CKBO3b OPAHXKEBBIE SI3BIKU
B3MBIBAIM B YEPHOE BIAKHOE HEOO Pa3HOIBETHHIC JICHTHI, U TaM PAaCCHINAINCH Ha
COTHH OJIeCTAIUX HUCKp. — OTO Tebe, MaTymika, B MOoAapok. Poxkail chiHA ¢
OTOHBbKOM!

[To mepBoHaYaslbHOMY IIIaHy MpeAnojaragock, 4to IIkypuH mpuOexKUT K
UMIIEPATOPCKUM TIOKOsIM U 3aopeT «lloxap!». Ho eme omgHOl mNpoOEKKH 10
U3BWIKNCTBIM KOpUJOpaM He mnoTpeboBanochk. HeoObuHbIN MoXap HMIEpATOp
3aMETUJI CaM, U TOTYaC YK€ MPUKaA3al 3aJ0KUTh KapeTy. Bacunuii ¢ y10BOJbCTBUEM
HaOJIoa), KaKk CHayala oTbhbexaja Lapckas moBo3ka. Ilerp cam BcTanm Ha KO3JbI,
pUCKYsl yrpoOuThes. Jlomanu xpumenu U OpbIKaTUCh, YyBCTBYS 3amax MOXKapHILA.
Bcenen 3a umnepaTopoM mocliieioBasia M BCA CBHUTA, HE JKeJasi MPOITYCTUTh BCE CaMOe
uHTepecHoe. OTOHb TeM BpEeMEHEeM NEepeMETHYJCS Ha Apyrue aoma. B oOmiem, B
OnmKaifiline HECKOJIBKO YacoB MMIIEpaTopy OyaeT, yeM 3aHAThCs. OOBIUHO OH OpeT,
pyraercs, pa3faaeT OecleNbHbIE YKa3aHus U yaapbl Hankoi. M TeM, KTo TymuT Tuiams,
U TeM, KTO cMOTpuT. B mpouuisiii pa3 Qpeiinnna BopoHIioBa HECKONBKO JHEH ¢
CHHSIKOM MO/ TJIa30M XOJUJa: U €i JOCTaI0Ch.

kypuHy OBIIO JKajdb TOTOPENbIIEB W ceOs B TOM 4YHCIE, HO Belb
UMIEpaTpuiia Mocie olemana BO3MECTHTh BCE pacxXondbl, a €l OH JoBepsl



6e3oroBopouHo. BcomuuB o coctosHun Exatepunsl, oH mocremmsi BHU3. B ee
nokosix cunaenu OpioB u Jlamkosa.

— Hy, xak? —Hapy1ast 5TUKeT, B3BOJIHOBaHHO cripocui HIkypuH.

— Tyxwutcsi, — BaxHo cooOuwn ['puropwuii, y3HaBIIMHA 3TO CIOBO JAECATH
MUHYT Ha3aJ. — YK€ roJIOBKa M0Ka3aJach.

He mnponuto m mnosydaca, Kak UMIEpaTpulia poAawia CbhHA. ['puropuit c
TOPAOCTBIO B3sUI €r0 Ha PYKH, JIACKOBO JyHYJI Ha YEPHBIM IYLIOK Ha TOJIOBE!

— Moit! Hukakux coMmHeHU.

ExarepynHa MrHOBEHHO OTO3BaJIaCh!

— 3HaYuT, COMHEHUS ObLIN?

[TouysB yrpo3sy B ee rosioce, OpjioB MTHOBEHHO 00paTHJI pa3roBOp B LIYTKY:

— Hy, urto Th1, Katenska! S mpocto momymain, MOXKeT, st €ero He OT TeOs
poau!

Exartepuna cina®o ynbpIOHyJach U 3aKpblia ria3a, MPUBbIKAs K JOJTOXKIAHHON
JIErKOCTHU U ITyCTOTE Tea.

Bacst ocTtopoxxHo npuHsi pebeHKa UX PyK MOBHUBAJIbHOM 0aOKu U 3aBEpHYJ B
600poByIO 1Iy0Yy.

— Kak Manb1ia Ha3oBeTe? — yXKe B IBEPSX CIIPOCUII OH Y POJUTEIIEH.

OputoB uckoca B3risiHys Ha Exarepuny. Ta mongana, aenas BU, 4TO CIINUT.

— Jlemkoii. B yects Opara moero. A dhamuus. ..

— Ilyctb 6yner boOpuHCckUM, — HEeOX UIaHHO cKazana Exarepuna. — YHocu
ero, Bacd. M Tak U3 nocieqHux CHIl AEpKYyCh.

kypun npukpbul 3a co0oil aBepb. CyHyN B POT TPSNOUYKY, BBIMOUEHHYIO B
MoJioke. Miagenen OiaroaapHo 3acornen, npuumokuBas. He kpuuut, u nagno. Homry
HEC KaK BEJIMYAMIIYIO AParoleHHOCTh. YK€ U JOM ObLI ONpeaesieH — €ro CecTphl,
MOCYUTABIICH 32 BETUKYIO YECTh CTaTh KOPMUJIMIIEH TaKOMY PEOCHKY.

— UYTto Hecemb? —myTh Mperpaania OXpaHa.

Bacs npukuHnyiics 1ypadkoM.

— IlyGy necy. Pa3Be He BuaHo?

— Kakyto mry6y?

— boGpogyro.

— 3auem?

— Mo noena. [lounnuts Hamo06HO. BOH nbIphI Kakue!

['Bapneiinnl 3axymanuce. Pemenne Ha yM He IUIO: TO JIM IIPOIYCTUTh, TO JIU
oObICKaTh. A ¢ Apyroil CTOpoHbI. Yero ero oObICKUBATh: KaX/blil J€Hb MUMO XOJUT.
Ho 6e3 m1y6s1. lly0a cnuikom nogospurensHast. LlleBenuTcs 1 nUIIUT.

— Pebstymiku, Bl cToute?

— Croum.

— Cayxure?

— Cayxum.

— Bor u crouite. Bot u ciryxure.

— A MBI U CTOUM.

— A MBI U CITy’KHM.



[Torosopwuin.

[Iponyctrin.

Jlo moma cectpsol Hkypun noGpasicst 6€3 MPUKITIOYCHHN.

K Bo3Bpamenunto umiepaTopa ¢ moxkapuiia ciaeapl pagoCTHOTO COOBITUSI ObLTH
yHUuTOXEeHbl. Pebenok yHeceH. Ilocnen 3akoman. OKpOBaBIEHHBIE MPOCTHIHU U
Oenbe coxokeHbl. biaroyxaromias 1 yMUpoTBOpeHHasi ExaTtepuHa nexana Ha YUCTOU
KpOBaTH U yJbi0anack 10BoJibHOMY OpJioBy.

— Hy, uto tam I'puma?

— Bce roroBo, Katenbka, )IyT TOJBKO TBOETO 3HAKA.

— IMoakymun?

['puropuii, HazHayeHHBIM HEJABHO oO(dUIlEpOM-Ka3HAYeEeM apTUILIEPUCTOB,
IUHUYHO XMBIKHYJI:

— Ara. HckmountenbHO aeHbramu umnepatopa. C KaXKIbIM JTHEM TBOUX
npy3eit ctaHoBuTCs Oosbie. Cracnb0 KHATHHE, OHA YMYAPUIIACh CKIIOHUTh HA HAIITY
CTOPOHY HECKOJbKO oduiiepoB. Hy u MbI ¢ OpaTumikaMu He TOJIBKO JISICHI TOUMIU. B
[TpeoOpakeHckom monky — odwunepsl [laccek n bpeaukun. Oti Ha TEOS MOSTCH,
KaK Ha MKOHY. B M3malnoBCKOM ITOJKY MOKHO paccuuThiBaTh Ha PocnaBnesa u
Jlacynckoro. Ects emie, pasymeercs, retmadn Kupuin PazymoBckuii, Hukura I[lanun
Y €l1€ HECKOJIBKO BEJIbMOX ITOHUKE PAHTOM.

— A Bcero y Hac CKOJIbKO JIt0/Iei?

— Oxkono cotHu, Kars. He Tak yx u maio.

— He Tak yx um MHoro, — ckazana EkarepunHa. — UYTOOBI CBEpPrHyTh
uMrieparopa, BHyka I[lerpa Benukoro, m BO3BECTH Ha NPECTOJ KHATHMHIO, B YbHUX
JKWJIaX HET HU KaIUuM pycckou kpoBu. Her, I'puia, HaMm HyX HbI JeHbrU. bosbiine
JICHBIU.

— A 410 ¢ TBoMMHU (GPaAHITY3CKUMH KPEIUTOPAMHU? — MPOCTOMYIITHO CIPOCHIT
OpnoB, He TOHUMAs, YTO KacaeTcsi 00JIbHOTO MECTa.

Bompoc ¢unancoB mnsi Exkatepunsl neficTBUTenbHO ObLT OonbHBEIM. Emie BO
BpeMeHa Enm3aBeTsl OHAa yMyapsiiach JejaTh OOJIBIINE JOJITH, TTOCKOJIBKY HU OJHA
yciyra mpH pPyCcCKOM JBOpE HE OKas3biBajach OecraTHO. Ilmates, mryOsl, Oenbe,
JIparoleHHOCTH — Bce O3TO  TpedoBajo HeMaiblix pacxonoB. OmHako
(dbrHaHCHPOBaHUE 3arOBOPA — COBCEM MHOE JI€JI0. 3JI€Ch HY>KHbI TUTAHTCKUE CYMMBI.
Benp panu ee mpekpacHbIX ria3 Majlo KTO OyJeT pHCKOBaTh MPOCTO Tak. Jlromsm
HY>)KHbl JICHbI'U. 30JI0TO PAa3BA3BIBACT S3bIKM, OTKPHIBAET HYKHBIE JBEPU U
rapantupyet Mmoiyanue. Y ExaTeprHbl HUKaKUX cOepekeHHi He ObL10, 1a U OBbITh HE
morio. CrtaB umneparopom, IleTp cyiiecTBeHHO orpaHnymi ee (PMHAHCOBBIE MTOTOKH.
Tex xankux CymMM, Ha KOTOpbIE OHa TENEph MMeENa MpPaBO, XBaTalO pa3Be YTO Ha
npocthie OymaBku. U Tonpko. B otuasanmn Exarepuna oOpaTunachk K GpaHIly3cKOMY
nociy bpereitnio. Eif ka3anoch, 4To TOi UCKpHI, MpOOEKaBIICH MeXaAy HUMHU, OyAeT
BITOJTHE JIOCTATOYHO IS TOTO, YTOOBI pasropenioch ¢huHaHCOBOE TutaMms. Ha nuuHbie
OTHOIIIEHUS HU TOT, HU JApyras He paccuuThiBaid: y Exatepunast 0bu1 Opiios, y
Bpereiing — xena-kpacaBuna. Cyry0o ejI0BOM TOH M MOJIUTUYECKHUE TIEPCTICKTUBEI.
A TIlepCneKTHBBI BIEUATISUTH. TeM OoJiee OBLIIO OOMIHO, KOT/A TOCHE JETMKAaTHON



npoCchOBl OJIOJDKUTH €M IIeCThIECAT ThicAd pyOusei, bpereitnp cremHo MOKUHYI
Poccuto. B TletepOypre oH ocTaBui cBoero noBepeHHoro bepanke, ucryraHHOTO He
MEHBIIIE, YeM €T0 NaTpoH. ExareprHa x/1ajna HECKOJIBKO JHEH, HO IOTOM IOHSIA, YTO
®pannus He BEpUT B Hee, a TOTOMY JICHET JaBaTh He cobupaetcs. OOmKeHHas, OHa
oTnpaBuia 3anucky bepanxke: «llokynka, KOTOpYyH Mbl JOJKHBI COBEPUIUTH,
HaBEpHsKa CKOpPO OyIeT MMEeTh MECTO, HO IO ILIEHE HWXKE NpPEeKHEH,; TaKk 4YTo
JIOTIOJIHUTENBbHBIX CPEACTB HE IOTPEOYETCSI».

— C (QpaHLy3cKMMHM KpeIUTOpaMH HHUYEro HE BBILIUIO, — OTBETWIA OHA
HakoHell Ha Bompoc ['puropus. — 3aTo C aHIVIMMCKUMH BCE B IIOJHOM IOPSJIKE.
AHrIINA gana B A0JAT CTO ThICSY pyOJIei.

OpJ10B IPUCBUCTHYJI OT BOCTOPIA:

— OT1o0 Oonblile, YeM Thl npocuiia. Teneppb y Hac pa3Bsizanbl pyku. K Tomy xe,
— TYT OH paccMesyiCa. — AHIIIMSA HaHECJIa OUIYTHMBIM yZap CBOEMY TIJIaBHOMY
Bpary — ®pannuu. Ilpencrasmisio, Kak JATYMIaTHUKH TOTOM OyIayT KycaTh cebe
ryOBI OT 3710CTH. Y HHUX ObLJT YHUKAJIbHBIN 1IaHC TpHOOpecTH pacnonoxenue Poccun,
a OHM €T0 yIyCTHJIH.

— Ilponomxkait yoexaars, ['puma, — nonpocuna Exkarepuna. — Yewm Gombiie
y Hac OyAeT CHOJABWKHUKOB, TE€M YCIIELIIHEE MPOWIET Haule Oe3HaJeKHOE
IIPEANPUATHE.

— He Takoe yx OHO M Oe3HaZeXHOE, Balle BeIWYeCTBO. B 3ToM s cam
yoenuics. OgHOro nojkyna mMajio, MHOTUM Thl cama 110 HpaBy. Tak 4TO K KaXAOMY
OPUXOJUTCS MO-CBOEMY MOJAXOAUTH. I'e-To uyTh HajgaBui. I'ne-to uyTth ybOenui.
TperbuM Koe-uTo nmoodemai.

— Hanpumep?

— Hanpumep, 4to vepe3 Tpu AHS Tl MO3BOJIMILG OAHOMY CTApOMYy Kampairy
MOLIETIOBAaTh Te0e pyUuKy B MapkKe.

Exarepuna paccmesiach.

— WuTepecHsiii noakymn!

— CoruacHa?

— Ilouemy Ob1 1 HeT! Pyka He oTBanmuTCs. A 4TO, Kampaia HaM MOXKET TIOMOYb?

— He 1o cnoso.

— Torna nmycTh XOTb BCIO JOOBI3AET.

— A BOT TyT 4 B3peBHYyI0! — 3aBosiHOBajicst OpinoB. — BoH, Kakas Tbl
cTana...

— U kakas xe? —B Hell IPOCHYJIOCh KEHCKOE JTYKaBCTBO.

— Oco0Oennas! Tyt B kabake OJMH NUCBMHIIKO HMHTEPECHOE YPOHWI, a
nomHsu1. Yurait cama.

Exatepuna 4yTh NPUMOIHANACH U B35JIa B PYKH U3MSTHIN JUCT OyMaru: «...Y
Hee CTpoWHas u OmaropomHas ¢urypa, ropaas TOXOJKa, BCS €€ BHEUTHOCTh H
noBeneHue mojHbl rpanuu. LlapctBennsiii Bun. [llupokuil OTKpBITHIN 7100, CBEXUN
poT ¢ kpacuBeIMU 3yOamu. [IpekpacHbie kapue ria3a, oTOJIeCKH CBETa MPUAAIOT UM
roay0oBaThlii OTTEHOK. JIMio ee aplmmT ropaocteio. Bce 3To — pesynbrar



UCKJIIOYUTEIBHOTO JKEJIaHHSI HPABUTHCS U MOKOPATH. OJTHAKO OYEHb MOXO0XKE, UTO MO/
CIIOKOMHOW BHEIIHOCTBIO OHA CKPBIBAET KAKUE-TO TAWHBIE HAMEPEHUS».

Exarepuna Brisgenacr B CMyTHO 3HAKOMBIN ITOYEPK:

— C kakux nop, ['purna, Thl B Kabakax aBCTPUHUCKHUX TTOCIIOB BCTPEYACIIIH ?

Opi10B HUCKOJIBKO HE CMYTHJICS.

— Hy, ne B kabake... Bo 1BopIie CTOIKHYIUCE.

— W numcemo camo co0oil BeIMAIO? — TPOJOKAIa HPOHU3UPOBATH
noBoJibHasi EkaTepuna.

— Kars! Kakas pazauia, camo, He caMo. [ TaBHO€ — 4TO BCE OHM OT TeOs B
BOCXMIIICHHUH.

— A THI?

— W s! — otBetun on nonenyem. — Cirymiaii, korjga Te6e MOXHO OymeT?
Cockyumniics!

— Cxopo, I'pumia, ckopo... [Tonenyit mens erie.

ExarepuHa Ha ynuBieHHE OBICTPO BOCCTAHOBMIJACH IIOCIIE POJIOB, U YK€
CIyCTSI HECKOJIBKO JHEW OsiMcrana MOph JBOPE B OTKPHITOM OalbHOM ILIAThe.
Mononyto wummnepaTpuily K OOJbIIOMY HEYJIOBOJbCTBUIO lleTpa MrHoBeHHO
OKPY>KHWJIM UHOCTpaHHbIE Nocibl. MiMneparpuiie 3To ObIIO HA PYKY.

— BBl ceroaHs OCIENUTENbHBI, Ballle BEIMYECTBO, — IEPE] HEH CKIIOHMUIICS
aTTaiue rnocoybcrsa GpaHuuu.

Exarepuna oTBeTHIA 3araIoYHON YIBIOKOM:

— Bbl He MoxeTre ceOe NpeACcTaBUThb, CyJdapb, 4YEro CTOUT JKEHIIMHE
0CTaBaTbCs Kpacupoil!

Bo3Hnkna nenoBkas mays3a. @paHiy3 SBHO XOTE€J €II€ 4YTO-TO CKas3aTh, HO
OCEKCsl, yBUIEB, C KAKOM JIACKOW MMIIEpaTpyula CMOTPUT Ha aHIJIMHCKOTO
nocinanHuka Kenra. KenT nyuwncs ot pagoctu, oceinas ExarepuHy cnamaBbIMuA U
YUCTO AHTIUHCKUMHU KoMIuimMeHTamu. Heyxemn ®panmus ommumbnacs? Heyxenn
3aroBOp, 0 KOTOPOM (PpaHITy3CKH KOPOJIb OTO3BAJICS, KaK O CaMOW TJIYIOW NIyTKeE,
Bce-Taku coctoutca?! CpaBHuBas poccuiickoro wummeparopa u Exatepuny,
(¢paHLy3ckuii aTTaiie BApyr yBuaen oyayuiee Poceun.

[epie ns dham, mepie as ham. ..

I'JIABA 16.

— IlocMoTtpu TonbKO Ha Hero! — ExaTtepuHa nono3saina I'puropust Kk okHy. —
Wb Th1, Kak pazogencs! Ax rinaza cienut!

— BHu3y napckuil KOpTeX IOTOBWICS K OTBE3AY B JIETHIOKO PE3UACHLUIO.
Jaxe Ha paccrosnumn Iletp cMmoTtpencs paspsKEHHBIM INETYXOM: IPBITAET, CKayerT,
NOTPSIXUBAsi POCKOIIHBIM ONEPEHBEM, HO BMECTO 3aIIMBUCTOTO «Ky-Ka-peKy»
pa3faeTcst MPOTUBHBIN KaJIKHM KIEKOT. BOpOHIIOBA JT€HHBO 0OMaxuBallaCh BEEPOM,
OTTOHSISI MyX.



— Xopoma mnapouka, — OpnoB o6Hsin Exatepuny 3a mneun. — Brepsbie
BIDKY TakWX OypakoB. Heyxkenmn OHM HUYETO HE TOHMMAIOT, HE YYBCTBYIOT?
[TonoOHast 6ecriedHOCTh HEU3MEHHO BEAET K THOEIH.

ExaTeprHa ¢ HEKHOCTBIO MIOCMOTpENA Ha CBOEro Bo3mtoOsenHoro. Kak ke ei
MOBE3JI0, YTO OHU BCe-Taku BCTpeTwinch. M nact 6or, enie goiro 0yayt BMecrte. Mx
000MX MOXKHO Ha3BaTh KAKMM YTOJHO CJIOBOM, HO TOJBKO He OecreyHbiMH. Bce
JABHO OBUIO TOTOBO K 3aroBopy. OcraBajioch O0XIaTbes yaoOHoro ciydas. OH
BbITIAJI COBEPILIEHHO HEOXXHIAHHO — C OTbhe3/10M umneparopa B Opanuenbaym. Ilo
cinoBam IlanuHa, uMmmepaTop XoTel OTAOXHYThb Mapy HEAENb 3a TopojaoM, 0Oyaro
CTOsUIa OTJMYHAs MOroja. 3aTeM OH cOoOMpascsi OTHPABUTHCA B CBOIO apMHIO B
[Tomepanuu. BroxHoBneHHbIH TpuMepoM oboxkaemoro dpuapuxa, Iletp meuran
OoOpyHINTBhCSI Ha JAaTyaH U OTBOEBATh CTOJIb JOPOTO€ €ro CepAly TIepIorcTBO
[Ine3Bur. Bricagka Oblla HaMeueHa elle B Havajle Mas, HO H3-3a DJIHIEMUH,
pa3pasuBLICICS B apMUU U Ha (JIOTE, OCYIIECTBUTD 33yMaHHOE HE MPECTaBISIOCH
BO3MOXKHBIM. [lonmoBuHa MatpocoB Obuta cepbe3HO OOdbHA. Y3HaB 00 3TOM,
UMIEpaTop Brmajd B OemieHCTBO. Yepe3 HECKONbKO IHEH, mpaBna, mpuien B ceds,
U3J1aB yKa3, NPEINUCHIBAIOMINNA OOJBHBIM CPOYHO BBI3IOPOBETH. ExarepuHa moiro
CMesJIach, YCIbIIIAB MPo 3a0aBHBIN yKa3:

— W 9t0? OHU cpa3y BBI3IOPOBEINM, UCHYraBIIUMCh Hapckoro ruesa? Kakoi
IypaK, IPOCTH MEHS FOCIOIH.

brnarogapst kusruHe JlamkoBoW W €€ HBbIHENIHEMY JIFOOOBHUKY IlaHuHy
Exarepuna Oblia B Kypce TOro, 4TO MMPOUCXOJAUIIO B KaOMHETE ee My»Ka. 3Haja OHa O
TOM, 4TO OJNM>KalIllie COBETHUKH yOEXKIanu HE MOKUIATh HE TO, YTO UMIIEPUIO, —
cToyidlly. 3Hana, 4YTO €€ MMS HEM3MEHHO (PUTIYypUpYET B CIHCKax 3aroBOPIIMKOB.
3Hasia, 4YTO €€ HE OYEHb YMHBIA W CIMIIKOM HaBSI3YMBBIA MY OTKa3ajcs
nocienoBate coBery Opunppuxa |l. B cekperHoM mnuceMe TOT HACTONYMBO
yrOBapuBajl PYCCKOI'O0 HMMIIEpaToOpa CpOYHO KOpoHOBaTbcs B Mockse: «Pycckue
OUYEHb MPUBS3aHBl K TPAAUIMAM U HE OyayT yBakaThb Lapsi, €Ile HE OCBAIIEHHOTO
nepkoBbio. [lomymaiite 00 3ToM, Moit apyr. OCTOPOXXHBIE MOHAapX HHUKOIJA HE
HAYMHAET BOWHY, HE 00ECIIeYnB ce0e KPENKUA ThUD».

Ho Bpsig nu IleTpa MOXHO cUMTaTh OCTOPOKHBIM MOHApXOM, HaOdronas 3a
TaMOIIHUMU cOOpamu.

— Bame BemnyectBOo, — BepHas IIpackoBbs bproc  BbeImsiaena
BCTPEBOKEHHOM. — TOJIBKO UTO MOCTYNWI MPHUKA3 OT UMIIEPATOPA.

ExarepuHa B31porHynia, oxuaas nojasoxa. Basia 6ymary, pa3sepHyJa.

— UT0? —HECKOJIbKO BCTPEBOKEHHBIX FOJIOCOB BEPHYJIU €1 YBEpEHHOCTH.

— OHn mnoBeneBaer MHe NOKUMHYTh CaHkT-IleTtepOypr W mocenuTsCcs B
[Teteprode.

— Orto noBymka! — yBepeHnHo ckazan OpioB. — OH coOupaeTcsi 3aMaHUTh
TeOs Tyaa, a mocie ornpaBuTh B lllnncensOyprckyro KpemocTs, Kak W OOemman 1o
3TOTO.

— Exkarepuna AnekceeBa, Henb3sl €xarb, — MUHHaTIOpHas J[lamkoBa
YMOJISIIOIIE MpUrKalia KyJauyKd K BIAJION TpyAu.



— Exarepuna...M-M, Bame BenuuyectBO, — llaHmH caeman war Bmoepen,
CIOBHO XOTen 3aumtuth ee. — C ¢dopManbHOW TOYKHM 3pEHUS BBl O00sI3aHBI
IOAYMHUTBCS BOJIE UMIIEPATOPA. ..

— Huxwural — Bo3MymieHHo nipepBana ero [lamkona.

— Ilomoxnau, s eme He noroBopuii, — MArko ykopui Ilannn. — Ho ¢ Touku
3peHHUsl 3IpaBOr0 CMbIC/Ia U Ballel 0e30MacHOCTH, exaTh TyJa Henb3s. Hu B koem
ciaydyae. Moxer, nepeAaTb UMIEPATOpPy, YTO Bbl OOJbHBI M B JAaHHBI MOMEHT HE
MO>KET€ OTIPABUTHCSA B MYTh?

ExarepuHa cHOBa BhIIVIsIHYJIAa B OKHO. M BcTpetunace B3risaaom ¢ llerpom. B
€ro IJa3ax OHa YBHJIEJIA TOP/KECTBO M 3JI0PAACTBO. B ayllie BCOBIXHYJ YTUXHYBILIHMA
OBbLJIO THEB:

— Her, rocnoga. beuto Obl mpecTymieHHEM OCTaBaTbCsl UMEHHO 37€Ch.
[IpackoBbsa! Ilpukaxku yknaasiBaTh BemM. Mbl eneMm HemeieHHO. Hukuta
WBanoBu4, BaM 51 JOBEPSIIO caMoe Joporoe — HacienHuka. [lozaboTeTech 0 HEM.

OnHako OBICTPOTO OTHE3Aa HE MOMY4YMiIoCh. CIHIIKOM MHOTO Jell TpeOOoBaiu
BMeniatensctBa Exartepunsl. B Ilereprod ona mpuexana tompko 19 wurons. Bo
IBOpLIE, Ka3aloch, ee »knanu. Ho wummeparpuma He mpoOblia TaM M MUHYTHI
WHCTUHKTHUBHO OHA NOYYBCTBOBaJla TaM OIIACHOCTb M IMIOCIEHINJIA YKPBITHCS B
HEOOJbIIOM TMaBWiIboHE <«MoHIUIe3up» y camoro Oepera ®OUHCKOro 3alivBa.
[laBUJIbOH ycTpauMBall MUMIIEPATPUIy 1O MHOTMM NPUYMHAM: BO-TIEPBBIX, OH ObLI
CKPBIT OT MOCTOPOHHUX TJIa3, CIEAOBATENIbHO, MOJA00PATHCS K HEMY He3aMEYeHHBIM
HE MPEJCTaBISAI0OCh BOBMOXKHBIM. BO-BTOPBIX, 3/€Ch OHA OECHpPEnsTCTBEHHO MOIJIa
INPUHAMATh CBOUX JApy3€il. B-TpeTbuxX, B BBICOKMX 3apOoCiIIX OCOKM M KaMbllla
HAaroTOBE HAaXOJUJIACh yI0OHAas JOJKa, Ha KOTOPOW MOXHO ObUIO cOEXaTh B Cilydae
KpallHEeW OMaCcHOCTH.

OcraBanoch XaaTh, Kakod cinenyromui mar caenaer Ilerp. Ilpu mbicou o
My>Ke 00BbIYHO crepkanHas ExkarepuHa HaunHaia HepBHUYATh. OHA Tak M HE CMOTJIA
y3HAaTb €ro 10 KOHIIA, CIEJOBAaTEIbHO, HMENAa IIOJIHOE IIPaBO OIAcaTbCsA €ro
HemnpeackazyeMoctu. B «Monnnesnpe» oHa nposesia Tpu JHA U TpU HOYM. Bee 210
BpeMs MOYTH HE CIlaja, HUYEro He ela W MWIa Jullb BoAy. PamoMm Haxoaunace
oeccmenHnast IIpackoBbsi bproc. OpsoB He MoOKa3bIBajiCs, 1O XPUIOTHI yroBapuBas
IBAPJCHUIIEB IEPEUTH HA CTOPOHY MOJIO0M uMmneparpuipl. Hukura [lanHuH cTOpOXKUI
B [leTepOypre Hacneqnuka. JamkoBa B CBOIO O4epe/b OleKalla CECTPUILY, HAESACh C
€€ MOMOIIBIO BhI3HATH HaMmepeHus ummneparopa. M tonpko Exarepuna npebObiBana B
HEpPBHOM O€3/1eCTBUM.

[Ipouwna Henenst 6e3 u3BecTuid. 27 UIOHS UMIIEPATPUIIE C HAPOUHBIM Mepelaiu
NUCHMO OT BEHLIEHOCHOTro cymnpyra. [lo cyacTnuBoMy cTedeHHIO OOCTOSITENHCTB B
3TOT Je€Hb B JIOMHKE cOOpainch Bce ee Jpy3bs. ExaTepuHa mpouuTana mpo ceds
IIACbMO, CKOMKAJIA U HEHABUAILE TPOU3HECIIA:

— Ero BemmuyecTBO M MOW JOPOTrOM Cynpyr CIEIINAT I[OCTaBUTh MEHS B
U3BECTHOCTH O CKOpoM cBoeM Busute. OH nmpuenet B [leteprod ¢ Tem, uToObI BMeCTe
CO MHOM OTIpa3AHOBAaTh CBOM UMEHUHBI. A s TOJDKHA OBITh TOTOBA €r0 MPUHATb.



B xomHare Bouapminace TumuHa. Crplliagack TOJBKO Tpelb COJOBBS 3a
pacmaxHyThIMH OKHaMH. Bo3myX ObLT HAmOJHEH CBEKECTHIO M 3alaxoM JIETHETO
JTOK IS

— B nyumie ciydae oH pemurtcs 1e6s ockopOuTh, — o3mmics Oprnos. — B
XyALIEM — MPUKAXET apecToBaTh. M mouemy-To MHE KaXKeTcs, YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 Hac
KAET XyAIINNA BapuaHT pa3BUTUSL COOBITHH.

— 3HauWT, NpHUIIa nopa, — KHIATWHA JlalkoBa BBIMJIsAAEIA OJHOBPEMEHHO
HMCIYTaHHOW Y BOOAYIIEBJICHHOM.
— Ilopa, Bame BenmuuecTBo! — Bacbka IlIkypuH mnpoBOAMSI B KOMHATy

ojuuepa, B KOoTopoM ¢ TpyaoMm Yy3Hamu Amnekces OpioBa. Camnoru 3ajemiieHsl
IpsA3blO, OJEK]1a IOPBaHa, Ia3a 0e3yMHbIE, JIMLO B 3aCTHIBIIMX MOTEKAX KPOBU. —
Ceronns apecroBanu [lacceka.

— 3a uro? —Bckouni ['puropuit. — Cam-To Tbl B OpsAKe?

— Cam B nopsake, — Auekceil kagHo xyeban BOAy W3 KyBIIMHA. — MbI
cuenu B kabake, BMecTe ¢ Apyrumu oduiepamu. ['oBopuin 0 ToM, 4TOOBI HA TPOH
BO3BeCTH umnepartpuny. Ilotom k crosny momouum tpoe. CTamu OCKOpPOISTH.
BoixBatunu mmaru. Ilaccek He caepxancs. Bo-mepBbix, ObUT IbsiH, a BO-BTOPBIX,
OueHb YK €My 1o HpaBy Ekarepuna AuiekceeBHa. — Auiekceld ¢ 000XaHHEM
B3[JIsIHYJ Ha OsnenHoe auno ExatepuHbl. — OH 3a Hee Ha BCE IOTOB. A yX Korjaa
peub 3anuia 00 ummepaTope, MO3BOJMI ceOe BbICKa3aTbCsl OT Jywid. [losHbIi
NETPOBCKUI 3arud BoCIpousBell. J[axe s OT HEro Takoro He OKuall.

— Jlanbie, — kopoTko npukasana ExaTepuHa.

— Jlanbiie Hac NONBITAIUCH apecToBaTh. S oTOMBAICS.

— Orbwiica? —cbs3Bui ['puropuit, pas3risiipiBas €1ie oJiuH IiyOoKuil mpam
Ha TIeKe Opara.

— Ort6uncs, I'puimna, — CTONML XK€ HMPOHUYECKH OTBETUN Ajekceil. — B
ar000M citydae kaaTh Oombiie Henb3s. [lacceka Oynyt gompammBate. [log neiTkamu
MOKET CJIOMAThCHL.

— Tenepp MOHATHO, MO KAaKOMy IMOBOJY CTOJb JIOOE3HOE MHCHMELO OT
rocyaapsi mo>kajioBajo, — TOHKHE TajbIlsl J[amKkoBoi TepeOnIu METKOBbIN MIaTOK.
— To-to JIuzka cerogHs B yaape Oblia, HAMEKala, YTO BCKOPOCTU MBI €€ B KOPOHE
yBuauM. Korna, rosopure, npaka 0but1a? —OOpatunach oHa K AJIeKCero.

— Yaca yeTsIpe Ha3az.

— Cxoautcst. 3HauuT, 3HaJIN yKe 00 apecTte, a TO U 3apaHee €ro NoArOTOBUIIY.

— TouHo, — kuBHYA Mitagmuii OpnoB. — 5 aOCOIIOTHO YBEPEH B TOM, UTO
HAac CO3HaTeNIbHO »’nartupoBayid. IM Obulo HEBaxHO, Koro Opatb — MeHs. [lacceka
WJIM elle Koro-to. I maBHOe — ckaHpaal.

— Xans, — Bce HEeBoNbHO 3ai000BaMch ExaTepuHOM, CTOSBIINEH TOCpean
KOMHAThbl. J[JIMHHBIE YepHBIE BOJIOCHI pa3METaIUCh MO cnuHe. PockomHas rpynab
BOJIHOBAJIACh MOJ] TOHKUM IutaTbeM. Ha GremHpIxX miexax BBICTYNHI JTUXOPaI0UHBIHA
pymsnen. [omyOple ria3a Kkasanuch MOYTH YEPHBIMU: TaK MeEHSETCS HeOO B
npenasepun rpo3sl. — CkaHjana oHM He noiydaTr. Her y Hac ckangana. 3aTo ecTb



MOYTH TOTOBBIN MEPEBOPOT. ['pHilla, CPOYHO OTHPABIAN KOro-HUOYAb U3 OpaTheB K
PazymoBckomy. Tot 3HaeT, kak 1€lCTBOBATb.

— ®enpky nonutto, — pemma OpiioB. — OH XOTh M 3€J€HBIM COBCEM, HO
OAIIKOBUTHIN U OBICTPBIH.

Ero canmoru 3arpoxotajv 1o 10poromy Ioiy.

— Bacs, — Ekarepuna noponuia xk BepHomy lllkypuny, ycrpouBmemycs B
nBepsix. — BeictaBnsail qo30p Ha gopore. IlpukaspiBato cTpensTh B J000ro, KTO HE
3HAET MMapoJIs.

HIKkypyH KMBHYJ U TOJIBKO B IBEPSIX COOOPA3HIL:

— A Kakoil mapoJsip, MaTymka?

— A He poragancsi? — pacxoxoranachk Bapyr Exarepuna. — Ilomymait,
muitbii. Xopomo noaymail. Uto x Tel Tak pactepsuica? JlagHo, He Oyny MyYHTb.
[Taposs — UMITIEPATPULIA.

Ha nune Bacbku nosiBuiach CMyIiieHHast yiabIOKa:

— Marymxa...

— UWnu, ve Ttepsair Bpemenu. [locne mnpucsrars Oynems, — Exatepuna
JIETOHBKO ITOATOJIKHYJIA €T0 K IBEPSIM.

— A HaM 4TO AenaTh? —OJHOBpeMeHHO cripocuin [amkosa u bproc.

— A Ham, 06a0OoHbKH, npuaercs *xAarb. IlycTp MyXukM nOKa IOYBY
IIOATOTOBST, TOTJA U BBICTYNIUM. [IJIs1 4ero-To OHU HYKHBI BEJlb, MYKUKH-TO, KaK HE
JUIs TOTO, 4YTOOBI yClIOBUS HaMm co3naBath?! Bopouewm, noxka Ilama, moxkens niaTtbe
napajgHoe Moe yopatb. JlocTaHb My>KCKOH KOCTIOM. UyeT ceplie, YTO OH MHE BCKOpE
[MIOHAI00UTHCS.

**k%k

Toti sxe HOubto Mimamammit 6pat ['puropus Opnosa, @enop, nodbpaics 10 A0Ma
retMana Ykpaunsl Kupmina PasymoBckoro. 3abwmiics B ABepu, He oOparmias
BHMMAaHUs Ha OKPHUKHM IIPUCIYTU M ymar xonoaHou Boael. K cuactero, PazymoBckui
cnan uyTko. [Ipurnsaesmmce, y3Han OpiioBa U Besiea NpONyCTHT.

— Bopasl, — npoxpunen ®emop. M He cnpammBas paspemieHus, TyT XKe
CXBaTWJ KYBIIWH JJii yMbIBaHUS. Bynbk-Oynbk... [lo 3ambuieHHOMY MOAOOpPOAKY
CTEKaJIM KaIUIA BOJBI.

— Mosker, BUHa? — rOCTENPUMMHO Npeuioxuil PazymoBckuil, cooOpaxas,
YTO 3HAYUT 3TOT CTPAHHBIM HOYHOU BU3HT.

— Teneps, MoxkHO U BHHA, — cornacwica enop, pyxHyB B Kpecio. — Bbl
cobupaiitech, cooupaiitecs Kupun ['puropseBud. Bpemenu maio.

Tor HHMYero He OTBETWJ, a TOJIBKO IOAXBATHJI BOPOX OJEKIbl M YIIENI 3a
mmpmy. denop CkuHyN camord, pasMUHas 3aHEMEBILIWE Majblbl U, MPUXJIEObIBAs
BUHO, CTaJI JENUTHCS MOJIPOOHOCTAMHU.

— 3Ha4uT, BOT OHO KaK BCE MMOBEPHYJIOCh, — He mponuio u niatu MUHYT, KaKk
reTMaH ObUT YK€ MOJHOCTHIO TOTOB. [103BOHMI B KOJIOKOJIBYHUK, MIPU3bIBAsS CIYTYy. —
Jlomaneii! beictpo! [IpusHaTecs, HE OXUAAN S OT UMIIEpPATOpa MOAOOHOW MPBITH.
Jlymai, 9yTo TOT OyJeT TSHYTh POBHO CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO HYKHO.



— Moxert, u TaHyn Obl, — oTo3Basica Denop, CHOBA HATATHBAS HEHABHUCTHBIC
canoru. — Jla TonpKO yx OOJIbHOE €ro MOJI00OBHHIIE HE TEPIUTCS KOPOHY Ha ceOs
IIPUMEPHUTH IIPH )KUBOU-TO JKEHE.

— Tyt oHa npocuuTanace, — npoOypdyas CkBo3b 3yObl PasyMoBCckuii, TaitHO
000kaBIIMN MOJOAYI0 uMIiepaTpuily. Iloka Mbl KUBbBI, HUKTO HE INPUYUHUT Bpenaa
EkaTepune AjekceeBHe.

— VYry, — OpaoB tonrancs y Bxoaa. — Uro nansiue aenats 0yaem, Kupumn
['puropreBuu!

Pa3yMoBCKkuii JOBOIBHO OCKJIA0MIICA:

— Ectb 0Ha unes, nomkHa cpabdorats. [loexanu!

*k*k

HeyromonHass kHAruHs JlamkoBa HE BbIAEpKajia TATOCTHOTO OKHUJAHUA M
yexaja He3aJ0Jro /10 MoiayHouH, K IlaHMHYy, OcTaBMB MOJOIYH0 MMIEpPATPULy Ha
noneuenue [IpackoBbe bproc. Cayru gaBHO cnayiv, yTOMJIEHHBIE NTEPEKUBAHUAMH U
cTpaxamu 3a cBoe Oyxaymiee, a kK Exarepune coH Tak u He miena. 3a OKHOM BHOBb
IPUITYCTHII YacThIil 0kab. OHA OTKpPBUIA TSKEIYIO0 paMy U 3a0panach Ha MIUPOKHMA
MOJOKOHHUK, MOJICTABUB JIAJJOHb MO/ CTPYX BOJIBI.

Jlo cux mop He BEpUJIOCh, YTO BCKOpE BCE MOJDKHO pemuThes. JInbo B ee
noJib3y, 1mbo B ero — Ilerpymuny. Jlymana nu TeTyika, KOrja JiaBajia corjiiacue Ha
ux Opak, 4To cyib0a MPUMET CTOJIb CTPAHHOE PEIlIeHUE B OTHOILIEHUHU 3TOTO cOoro3a?!
Bpsn mu.

Examepuna e6cnomuuna yenosamyro, HeKpacugylo 0e8ouKy 6 Heceexcell,
3a1amanHou pyoaulonKe, HA KOMOpYl ObLI0 HA0emo HeMOoOHoe cmapoe Niamoe.
Mamenvka cuumana, 4mo 6vInpasisAmMsb HOBbIN 2ap0epod He uMeem CMbICIA: eclu
00ub omeepaHym, mo mo20a OHA CIKOHOMUM, eClu HNpUMym npu 08ope, Mo
umMnepampuya no3abomumscs 0 HO8bIX NIAMbAX U Oelbe YapCmeeHHOU Hegecmul.

B oenv npedcmasnenusn ee eenuuecmay, Ha HOCY 6CKOUUN KPACHbIU NPLIUUK.
Examepuna cmecusanace e2o omuasnno, noumu 0o cnes. Eu kazanoce, umo ece
MOILKO U 2080pam, umo 06 ee npvliwyuxe. Pucosas nyopa ne nomoena. Manenvkui
KPACHbl npedamenb ¢ YO008ONbCMBUEM KPACOBAICS HA CAMOM KOHYUKe, CMYWAs.
ceo10 xo3auky. Examepuna ysepuna cebs, umo uMeHHO 34 He20, OHA HUK020Ad He
cmanem Hegecmoul HacaeoHuka. Ho obownocw. Enuzasema ycmexmynacw, yeuoes
nyHyos8yto npunyeccy. Ilemp oepnyn ee 3a mowyto KOCU4Ky, paspyuiue npudecKy:

— Tot —mos nesecma?

— Hasepnoe, —3anunascw, npobopmomana Examepuna, 3a6v16 o pesepance.

— A ueeo maxas cmpawHan? —noavo0nbLIMcmaeo8a 6y0ywull UMnepamop.

Examepuna coecem cmewanacs.

— Tb1 6 conoamurog ymeeuivb uepanms?

— Hem. Tonvko 6 KyKbl.

— Haoo yuumuca. Mos scena 0onxcna ymems uepams 6 CO10aAmMuKos.

Ckonpko ner mpouuio ¢ Tex mop? Ckonbko BOAbl yTekno? Meura Ilerpa
®denopoBuya coptack. Ero xeHa ymeeT urpath B COIIATUKOB. B jKUBBIX.



Ona moexumack, MOYyBCTBOBAB, KaK CTPyHKa BOJBI 3aTEKJIa 3a BOPOT IUIATHS.
Bomnocsr HaMmokiTH, Ha MIeKaxX 3aCThIIN KaIleIbKH.

Kak monro mpumnuiock MATH K CBOEH 1WA, MPUTBOPSSACH W JyKaBs. U BOT
cedyac, Korja Ielib YK€ COBCeM OJIM3KO, OHAa HCIBITBIBAET CTPAaHHOE YYBCTBO,
CJIOBHO TOTOBa OTCTYNHTh M cMuUpHThcs. l[louemy? Ilotomy, 9TO HE TOTOBa
yIpaBIsTh OTPOMHON wumnepueid? Mnam moTromMy, YTO HE TOTOBa COBEPIIUTH
youiictBo?!

OHa pemuTeNnbHO CMaxHyja CO IIEK COJICHBIE Kalli — CTPaHHBIA BKYC Yy
3TOTO JIETHETO JOXIs — W MPUKphUIa OKHO. Ham o3epom kimyOwmiics Oemblii TymaH.
E1te HeMHOTO, ¥ OH CTaHET PO30BBIM OT YTPEHHEH 3apH.

ExaTeprHa HakMHYyJa Ha MJICYX TETUIBIN KaloT U MpHUIIeria Ha KpoBaThk. CraTh,
craTh, cnath... COH B JIETHIOIO HOYb HECET OCBOOOXKICHHUE 1 HA HAJSKTy Ha JIy4IIIee.

*k*k

Hupektop Akagemun Hayk TayOepT ¢ y»KacOoM CMOTpPEN Ha CBOMX HOYHBIX
BHU3UTEPOB.

— B&I, HaBepHOE, ¢ yMa conuTH? — C HAJIeKIOU MPEATIONOKII OH.

— Ilouemy BbI Tak pemmnn? — Pa3yMOBCKUI XOJIOJJTHO OTBETHJI BOIIPOCOM Ha
BOIIPOC.

— Iloromy, 4TO BBI Ipeanaraere — uucroe Oesymue, — TayOepT CyeTMBO
OoTBOMI I1a3a. — CTOUT MHE JOJIOKUTH UMIIEPATODY ...

Pa3ymoBckuii BoBpems nepexsatiil pyky Opiiosa.

— Cnokoiinee, @enop. He HyxHO nenarh JUIIHUX ABWKeHUW. Ham apyr
pacTepsiH, UCIyraH, IOTOMY M HE IOHHMMAET, 4TO ToBOpUT. OTHACTH S MOHHUMAIO
cocrosiHue rocnoauHa Taybepra. On 6outcs nepemen. Hemapom apeBHME rOBOPUIIH:
XYK€ BCEro JKUTh B DIIOXY IIEPEMEH.

— He nyxno ¢unocopcrsoBats, Kupumn ['puropseBud, — B3MOIHICS
Taybeptr. — [la, s 6otocs. Ho He mepemMeH, Kak Bbl U3BOJHIM MPEANOJNIOXKHUTH, a
ornenbHOM Kamepsl B IlnmccepOyprckoit kpemoctu. Ecnm o Hamem pasroBope
Y3HAET UMIIEPATOP. ..

— JlocTtaTouHO, 4YTO O HameM pas3roBOpEe 3HAET WMIEpATpuLa, —
Pa3zymoBckuii uckpenne 3abapisiica cutyarueid. C 0JJHOM CTOPOHBI TPACYIIMICS OT
CTpaxa COOECEeIHUK, KOTOpPbIil BOT-BOT HAMOYMT IUTaHbl, C APYrold — OJEIHBIN U
YyTh NbSHBII MaJbUMIIKa, TOTOBBIN B 0001 MOMEHT NMPOTKHYTh ropiao TayOepra.
ITopa3zurenbHO, Kak Ha Bcex OpIoBbIX IEHCTBYET yIOMUHaHue 00 umneparope. Bpsa
JM CTOUT UCKATh MOJIUTHUYECKUE NMPUYMHBI B OTOW HeHaBucTH, Iletp PenopoBuuy —
JUYHOE JIEN0 KaXJI0ro U3 OparbeB. Bece onu 0e3 mamsiTu BitOOJIEHBI B UMIIEPATPUILY
Y TOTOBBI paau Hee Ha Bce. M kak 3HaTh, MOXKET, KpoMe ['puropus, moBeser u eme
komy-To. Tomy ke @enopy, Hanpumep. Mnu emy, retmany Ykpaunsl. Bee 661 oTnan,
YTOOBI IPUKOCHYTHCA K HEH... Y CcHimeM BoJau Pa3yMOBCKUI OTMAaxHYJICS OT CIAAKUX
BuneHnid. — WrTak, naBaiiTe BepHEMCs K Hadally Hailed yBIIEKaTeIbHOW Oecelpl,
rocionuH TayGept. S TpeOyio, uToObI BBl HEMEIJICHHO OTIeYaTain MaHUQecT,



IpoBO3riamaromui Husnnoxxenue ummneparopa Ilerpa Il u BocumectBue Ha npecron
Exarepunsi .

— 4 emie pa3 moBTOpsAIO BaM, uTO 3T0 Oe3ymue! — TayOepT uyTh He maakali.
— Hu oauH conjar eme He BHICTYIUI B MOJIEPKKY UMIIEPATPHULIBI.

— V¥ Bac ycrapeBuias uHdopmanus, — Pa3yMOBCKUiIl Hayall TepSATh TepIICHUE.
— B noaaepkky ee BeauMyecTBa BBICTYNHIIO Cpa3y HECKOJIbKO ToJKoB. Ha ee
CTOpPOHE LIEPKOBb M pycCKui HapoA. MTak, Ball OKOHYATENbHBIA OTBET — Ja WJIHU
HeT?!

— Her!

VapiOka PazymMoBckoro temepb HaloOMUHajda 3MEHHYI. YKyCc — s —
MTHOBEHHAs! CMEPTh:

— Hemnpasunbabiit otBet! Hyx)HOo OplT0 cka3aTe — na. [lomymaiite emre pas,
Tay6ept! Tonbko xopomo noaymaiite! Bol u Tak ciaumikom mMHoro 3Haere! Tenepn
Ballla ToJIOBa, KaK M MOs, HocTaBieHa Ha kapTy! Jlaxke eciau Bbl JOJOXKHUTE O
CIy4YMBIIEMCS HMIIEpaTOpy, OH BaM He moBepuT. OH ceiluac HUKOMY HE BEPHUT.
Jlpyroe neno, ecau Bbl OKa)XeT€ HEOLEHHMYIO YCIyry umneparpuue. Exarepuna
AnexceeBHa yMeeT IIEeHUTh cBouX apy3ei. Hy?

— Xopomlo, s HEMEUIEHHO MpUKaxy HaOpaTh MaHudect. Bel mpocto He
OCTaBWJIM MHE Apyroro Beixona, Kupwmwt ['puropsesuu.

— 4 BaM ykKazan €QUHCTBEHHO BEPHBIA ITyTh, CBETJIBIM W HAIAEKHBIM, —
yctasno orBeTis PazymoBckuil. — IlyTh k HOBOM *)u3HU. Degop, Thl OCTAHEIIBCS C
HUM U Tpocienuib. B ciiydae HapyuieHus: 00s13aTe€IbCTB CO CTOPOHBI TOCMOJMHA
Taybepra, pazpemiaro Tede ero youts. [lonsn?

— Tax TouHo.

TayOepT mOKOPHO B3sJ1 TEKCT MaHU(ecTa, HAMMCAHHBIN Ha JTUCTKe Oymaru. He
OyAy4s COBCEM YBEPEHHBIM, OH BCE€ K€ JOTabIBaJCsl, YTO BHUAUT MOYEPK Camou
Exarepunsl:

«Mvt, Examepuna |l. Bcem npameim cvinam omeuecmea Poccutickoeo s6HO
0Ka3an0Csy, Kakas onacHocmov ecemy Poccuiickomy 2ocyoapemesy navunanacey camvim
0eloM, a UMEHHO 3aKOH HAul NPpABOCIABHbIl 2peyuecKUull nepeee 8ce20 80CH)8CHMBO8A
ce0e nompsceHue u ucmpebieHue C80UX NpeoaHuti YepKoeHvlX, MaK 4mo YepKo8db
Hawia 2peuecKkas KpauHe Yoice MN008EPHCEHA O0CMABANACh NOCAeOHel C8oell
onacHocmu nepemenoro opesHezo 6 Poccuu npasocnasusi u npuHamuem UHO8epHO20
3akoHa. Bmopoe, cnasa poccutickas, 6036e0eHHAsl HA BbICOKYIO CMENeHb CBOUM
nOOEOOHOCHBIM OpYIHCUEM, Upe3 MHO20€e C80e KPOBONPOIUMUEe 3aKII0YEeHUEeM HOB020
MUpa ¢ camelM ee 3100eeM OMOAaHd YiC OelCmBUMENIbHO 8 COBEPULEHHOE
nopabowenue, a mexcoy mem 6HympeHHue nopsoKu, COCMasiauue Yyeiocms 8ce2o
Hawie2o omeyecmea, cogcem ucnpogepaicenvl. Toco paou, ybexcoeHvl 6yoyuu 6cex
Hawux 6epHono000AHHbIX MAKOB0I0 ONACHOCMbIO, NPUHYIHCOeHbl Obliu, npunas boea u
e20 npasocyoue cebe 8 NOMOWDb, A 0COOIUBO BUOE8 K MOMY JHcellaHue 8cex HAUUX
8EPHONOOOAHHBIX ABHOE U HEUYEeMePHOe, BCHYNUIU HA NPEeCmOol Haul 6CEPOCCULICKULL
U CamMoOepicagHulil, 6 YeM U 6Ce HAWU BEPHONOOOAHHbIE NPUCASY HAM
MOPIHCECMBEHHYTO VUUHUTU .



['eTMan BbIIIEN U3 37aHUS TUNIOTpaduu. Y Jomajei ero noxunaincs Ajexcei
Opios.

— Ouenp kcratu, Anekceil! — oOpagoBancs Pa3ymMoBckuil. — HyXHO
npeaynpeauTh UMIIEpaTpUIly O MaHHu]ecTe.

— CrnenaeM, — yXMBUIBHYJICS TOT. — B nydinem Buze.

**k%k

[TonpexaB k mapky, Ajekcedl oOMOTan KOIbITa JOLIaJAd IPUTOTOBIECHHON
Tpsinkoil. Huuero He Buaarh ckBo3b TyMaH. Jlopora pasmbITa HEIaBHUM JI0KIEM.
Tyt n tam noctsl rojpiitTelHueB. Kak Obl He yroauTh M3-3a ATOrO TyMmMaHa B UX
pacnpocTepTble 00bATUSA. XOTS C IPYroi CTOPOHBI, TyMaH Ha pyKy. CKpoeT To, 4To
Bpary BUJETh HE HaJI0OHO.

K «Monnnesupy» Anekceil pemun nogoOpaTtbcsi ¢ OOKOBOM CTOPOHBI, TaM
KyCTOB MHOTO. Eciit 4TO, CMOKET CXOPOHUTHCSI.

— Croii! Kto nner! — on MraosenHo y3Hain rosioc HIkypuna.

— Csou!

— Kakue, Takue cBon? — ynopctBoBai BepHblii Bacunuii. — Tosl cnoBo-TO
BEPHOE 3HAEIIb?

— A 1o! — rorotuyn OpJioB.

— A KoJu 3Haellb, TaK U CKaxu!

— HWwmneparpural

— Jlemka!

— OH cambiit! — OpsioB 0OHAN ceporo OT OECCOHHHUIIBI U HAMpPSKEHUS
[lIxypuna. — ['oToBb Kapety. Yxoaum!

— Ilonsun!

OpnoB OeclryMHO OTKpBUI JIBEPh M BOIIET B MOKOM umnepaTpuibl. 1 3amep,
pas3risabpiBasl CIIyI0 KeHIIMHy. CBeT M3 OKHa Majall Ha CHOKOWHOE JHIO. ['yOs
9yTh MPUOTKPBHITH, CIOBHO B OXHUAaHMU Touenyd. Ha momyoOHa)keHHOH rpyau
YyepHble 3Meiiku Bojoc. PyOarka 3aapanack, IPUOTKPHIB JUIMHHBIE CTPOMHbBIE HOTH.
Oonaxennsle. OH CTJIOTHYJ, YyBCTBYS, KaK BHU3Y KHUBOTA OXKHUBAET 3arOBOPEHHOE
*enanue. BoT Tak Obl U pyXHYJI niepe]l Hel Ha KOJIEHH, ochlnas nouenysamu. [Ipuxkan
Obl k ceOe. M oHa Obl OTBEeTHIIA, 3a0MBIIKCH B )KECTKUX CHUIIKAX, PACKPBIBASICH TIO]T €r0
MoIieto. UepT, kakoii ke ['purika cuacTauBuuk!

Exarepuna mnoumieBenwiach, U AJEKCEH YCTBIAWICS NPECTYMHBIX MBICIEH.
THUXOHBKO IT03BAJI:

— Baie BenuyecTBo!

ExarepuHa MrTHOBEHHO IIPOCHYJIACH U PE3KO CIYCTHJIA HOTH ¢ KpoBaTu. OpioB
C TPYJIOM OTBeJ kaaHblil B3risa. Kak xe ona xopoma! U kak xenannal

— UYro, Anema? — ee TroJOC CHOPOCOHbSI OB XPUIUIBIM U OYEHb
yyBCcTBeHHbIM. Ha mee Ounacek romyOas >xuika. M onsTe rimasa 3aTMui Jr000BHBIM
Heayr. Tak U TAHYJIO MPUKOCHYTHCS K 3TOH TOyO0OM, COOJAa3HUTEILHON TOYKE. —
Anema, Bce 1 B TIOPSIIKE?



— Iloka Bce wmper xopomo, — menHyl OpiaoB. — Bce roroso i
IIPOBO3IJIAlIeHUs Bac ummeparpuuen. Hano exars.

Hpoxamas ot yrpeHHero xonoaa bproc nmomorna Exarepune oaerbes.

— A U110 yMbITh? —IHCKHYJIA OHA, Korjaa ExaTepuHa pBaHynach K BHIXOY.

— Poca ymoer, I1ama. He 1o yrpennero tyaiera. Kaxxgoe MrHoBeHHEe Ha
CYETY.

bproc moGexana 3a ExarepuHol, HO, CHOTKHYBIIMCh Ha MOKpPOW 3eMmiie,
noTepsiiaa Tyro.

— bocukom Temneppr umu, pactana!l — Ekarepuna He nana e BpeMeHHU
nepeoOyThesi. O0e KEHIIMHBI CelMM B MPUTOTOBJICHHYIO KapeTy. Bacbka Illkypun
BCTaJl Ha 3allATKH, BCEM CBOMM BHJOM IMOKa3bIBas, 4To Oyner ¢ Hed 1o koHua. Ha
KO3JIbl BCKOYMII AJIEKCEH, TOABUHYB Ky4epa.

— Ho-no, 3anernsre!

Jlomaau moMyanuce no amiesMm napka. Kapery Ha yxabax 3aHOCUIIO TO BJIEBO,
TO BIIPABO.

[IpackoBes bproc, KOTOPYI0 MIHOBEHHO yKadajo, MO3€JIEHEB JULIOM, CUJIENA B
IpaBOM YINIy SKUNaXa W 4YacTo KpecTuwnack. A Bapyr mnoiimaotr? Exarepuna
B3IJIIHYJIA HAa HEE U BAPYT PACCMESIIACH.

— Ilama, TeI 1a)ke yeni@a HOYHOTO He CHsta!

Bbproc oOmwxeHHO mojKana ryosl.

— Tax u ThI, MaTyIIKa, MO-TIPEXKHEMY B yeriie!

ExarepuHa cTsHyla KpY>KE€BHYIO TpSNUIy U BblOpocwia B okHO. CobOopa!
Crpax oTcTynui, eMy Ha CMEHYy MpHUIle] NbSHAIUN AyX cBoOomoi. He xorenoch
JyMaTh HY O MPOILJIOM, HA O OyyllieM, ceilyac ObLI0 TOJIBKO HACTOSIIEE — PO30BbIN
TyMaH, CBEKECTb JINCTBBI, JISTKMN BETEPOK M IIPU3pPAK NOroHu. BoT oHa, HacTosmas
KU3HB!

Kapera pe3ko 3aTopmo3suna.

— Yo cinyunnocs? —Bbirsinyna Exatepuna.

OpJ10B X0XOTaJI, OKAa3bIBasi HA MAJIEHBKOT'O YEJIOBEYKA OCPEIU JOPOTH:

— Bam nuunblil mapukMaxep, maaam! He sxenaere caenats nmpuyecky?!

— JlaBaii ero croja, — paciianuBinytocs ExaTepuHy ObUIO HE y3HATh.
Monopnas, 3aq0pHasi, OHa celvac Ka3ajaoCh BOIUIOIICHUEM FOHOCTH M yJauu. — Bbl
CEeroJiHsl YTO-TO paHo, Meche Muiiens!

HcnyranHoro (paily3a 3anuxHyJId B KapeTy U nmoMyaiuch aaneiie. K yectu
MapyuKMaxepa, TOT MTHOBEHHO OLIEHUJI CUTYalMIO U MPUHSJICS 3a JIEJ0, pacuechbiBas
CITyTaHHBIE BOJIOCHI.

— Bamre Benu4ecTBo, Bbl HE MOXKETE IIPEACTATh IEPE HAPOAOM B TAKOM BUJIE,
— OGopMoTan oH, Hacmex ee npuuechiBas. EkarepuHa xoxoTasa u BepTesa rojIoBOM:

— Mory! Teneps s Bce Mory!

bemenas ckauka npopoipkanack. Ha cmeHy Becenplo NPUILIO PEMIMTENBHOE
CIIOKoWcTBUE. EKaTepuHa cMOTpeIIa, Kak MEJIbKAlOT B OKHE JI€PEBbs, KAK CTAHOBUTCS
BCE€ TOHBIIE W TOHBIIE KPOMKA CEPEOPUCTOrO 3ajuBa, HaJ KOTOPBIM YBEPEHHO
IIOAHUMAJIOCH 30JI0TOE COJIHLIE.



— Bort oH, MOi1 HOBBIN JeHB! — eJle CIBIIIHO CKa3ajaa OHAa. — Hadajo 30JI0TOHU
snoxu Poccum.

Uepe3 TpuanaTth BepCT KapeTa BHOBb OCTaHOBWIACh. EKaTepuHa JErko
BBIIPBITHYJIA, peMMB pa3MiaTh HOru. OpiioB u IKypuH 3710 CMOTpENH Ha yCTaBLIMX
JIomIajiei.

— He notsinem, — Bacunuit nenoButo mockped B 3aTbuike. Uepes mapy BepcT
TOYHO cBaysATCA. M Tak Bce B IEHE.

— Iloiinem memkoMm, — NpUILYpUB IU1a3a, ExaTepuHa cMoTpena BIEpen. —
He cupners ke Ha mon fopore, oxuaasi, KOrjaa Hac JOTOHST.

Ops10B B3IVIAHYJ HA €€ TOHKHE TY(enbKH, HOKPHITHIE IBLIBIO:

— Heroxe, Bame Benu4ecTBO, BXOAUTh B CTOJMIy mnemkoM. Ceidac 4ro-
HUOYIb pugyMaeM!

— A uero Tyt nymath? — lIkypuH MaxHyn1 B CTOpOHY noporu. — Bon
tenera. Kak pa3 nse nomanu. /lo nepexsiagHbIX TOTSHEM.

Ha nmeperoBopsl ¢ KpeCTbSIHUHOM yIUIO HE TaK YK M MHOTO BpemeHu. [lomor
YBECHUCTBIM MEIIOYEK, IPUNIACEHHBIA Ha BCAKUU ciyyan lIpackoBsen bproc. U cHoBa
B IIyTh.

B kapere Exarepuna criemHo nepeojenach B TpaypHOE IIaTbe, HHTYUTUBHO
IIOYYBCTBOBAB, YTO CEMYAC 3TOM MMEHHO TOT Hapsij, KOTOPbIN el HykeH. Y Tonbko
yMBlIA JIMIO pO30BOM BOJOM, Kak psIoOM C DJKHANAKEM yBuaena [puropus,
rapiyooIlero Ha BOPOHOM Kepeolie.

— Croit!

OH cnemmwics M Bi€3 B KapeTy, BBITECHUB (pEiIMHY M IapuKMaxepa.
3aziepHyn 3aHABECKU U MpUNaJ K MOJIHBIM ropsuuM rydam. Obsackan Oeinyro 1€,
KOCHYBILIUCH TOTYOOH MHIJIKH, U HAIIOCIEA0K HEXKHO IMOIIEIOBAI MTOJIOBUHKU TPyIeh B
BBIPE3€ IUIATHS.

— Cockyuucs!

Ona co cMexoM OTOHMBaJIach OT MEJIBEKbUX 00BATUI — He Bpems, [ puina, He
Bpems Juia Jo0BU. M TyT e mprKuMManach, HCIBITHIBas HOBOE OINIyIICHHE —
MOJIHOM 1 6€30roBOpOUHOIl BiacTu!

— 3aech TeOs kaeT KHsA3b bapstunckuil. Ilepecsinenir B €ro KoJISAICKY W
BbeAelb B [leTepOypr, kak v mogodaeT uMiepaTpule.

— A TbI? — OHa TPEBOKHO KOCHYJIACh JHOOMMOIO JHIIA.

— He Bousinyiics, s Bcerma ¢ Toboi. byny conpoBoxaate no IlerepOypra, a
3aTeéM 1nockadyy B I3MannoBckud 1ONK. [OTOBUTBCA K TpHUE3Ny 3aKOHHOU
umneparpunsl. [locine noegem B CemenoBckuii. A Tam — bor nomosxker. — Opios
OTKpBUI JBEpLY KapeTbl W mnoMor ExarepuHe BbiTH. — Jla 3apaBCTBYET, €€
BenuuecTBo, Ekarepuna Bropas!

YBUAEB CKIIOHEHHBIE T'OJIOBBI ApYy3ed, ExareprHa BAPYr BIIEPBBIE OTYETIMBO
OCO3Hajla — oHa nobeauT!

I'JIABA 16.



PoBHO B cemb uacoB moja OapabaHHBIN 00i KOJSICKA OCTAaHOBUJIACH TEpPEN
kazapmon HM3maiutoBckoro mosika. ExarepriHa HEBOJIBHO BCIIOMHHJIA CBOW IIE€PBBIM
BHU3UT croza. /[axxe Toraa oHa Tak HE BOJHOBAJIACh, KaK cerdac. ['onoBa Kpyxunach
OT BO30YKJEHUS, B Tlla3ax psAOuiIo, B )KUBOTE 3aCTbUI JeAsHON KoMok. Ceituac miu
HUKOT/[IA.

KHs3p bapatuHckuii TOMOT € BBIMTH U3 KapeThl. BIIPSMUB CIMHY, U OJHSB
roJIOBY, OHa MOllUIa Brepea, MuMo Iiepenr. Ha rybax 3aurpana ngykaBas yiabsiOka. Hy
xe, comparymku! Uto momuurte?

Bnepeau I'puropuii moaHsuicss Ha CTpeMEHa U OTJal €il 4ecTh cadiieil.

TumuHa B30pBanach ThICIYaMH F'OJIOCOB!

— Marymke Exatepune ypa!

Eme MraoBenue, u ee OKpy>KWJIH IUIOTHBIM KosblioM. He mpoOutkcs. pyras
Obl 3amaHUKOBANA, HO TOJIbKO He ExaTepuHa.

— Poccus B omacHoctu! S mpormry y Bac 3amiuThl, — €€ 3BYYHBIA CHJIbHBII
r0JIOC ITEPEKPHLIT LIYM.

CkBo3p TONMy mpopBajics Pa3ymoBckuii, Tama 3a coOOW MOJIKOBOTO
CBAIIEHHHKA C 30JI04eHbIM 00pa3omM. Exkarepuny OnarocnoBuiu. 3atem ['etman ynan
Ha KOJICHO U MOLEJIOBAJ Kpai €€ YEPHOTO IIJIaThs.

— Bor Hama enuHCTBeHHass W MOJIHOBIAcTHas rocynapbids Bces Pycu! Jla
3apaBcTByeT Exatepuna Bropas!

— Marymke Exatepune ypa! 3a Hee roTOBbI CMEpPTh TPUHSTH!

['etman mombiTancs 10OUThCS TUIIMHBI — naa rae Tam! Conpatel opaid, Kak
J€TH, TOJYYUBIINE HEXKIAHHYIO, HO OYEHb HMHTEPECHYI HWrpyumiky. MHorue
IPEABKYIIATIA U BEUYEepHEE YIOBOJIbCTBHE — KAXKIOMY OBLIO OOCIIAaHO JIEHEXKHOE
BO3HArpaXXJICHWE U YapKa JapMOBOW BOJKH. A IJe OJHA 4YapKa, TaM U3BECTHOE JEIIO,
Y BTOpas Haulzaercs. Pa3yMOBCKHM CIIOXKUI PYKH y pTa U 3aKpHAYal:

— Ot umeHn conpar M3MaioBCKOrO MOJKa s MPUCSATAl0 MMIIEpATpULIE Ha
BEPHOCTH!

— VYpal Vpal ¥Ypal

ExaTtepuna crosiia Ha MaJeHbKOM OCTPOBKE MOCpeArHE O0e3yMus U Kymnanach B
OKeaHe cojAaTckoil moOBuU. Ellle HUKOTIa OHAa HE YyBCTBOBAJa TAKOTO BOJIHYIOIIETO
U CJIaJIOCTHOrO uyBcTBa. Jlaxke guznueckas 1000Bb HE MOIJIa CPAaBHUTHCA C HOBBIM
OIIYIIEHUEM: OECKOHEYHbIE CIa3Mbl YIOBOJILCTBHUS BHHU3Y *MBOTa. OHA HE 3Haja,
YTO HMEHHO C HeW ceillyac MPOUCXOAMT, HO XOTela, YTOObl YJIUBUTEIbHBIC
MTHOBEHUS JJIUIIUCh OECKOHEYHO.

CkB03b Tonmy noabexan Opnos. [loa nukyronye BOIIM CONIAT OH MOJIXBATHII
Exarepuny Ha pyku u mocaaui Briepeau ceOsi. Terblii menoT CKoJIb3HYI B yXO:

— JloBonbHA?
— Jla! — ona o0OepHyJna K HeMy CHUSIOIIEe JHUIIO.
— To mu eme Oyner, — OpJoB cusisl, Kak 30J0TOM pyOsb Ha CONHIE. —

Ceituac egem B CemeHoBckuil monik. 1 Tebst qoe3y Ao kossacku. MHaue oHu Tebe
npoxona He AanyT. [lpuBbikail k HapomHoil m00BH, nmmneparpuna!l Exarepuna B
OTBET CYACTIMBO PACCMESIACH!



Ee ycagunu B OTKPBITYIO KOJSICKY. DKHIIa)K MTHOBEHHO OKpYXWiH ['puropwii
OpnoB ¢ Oparbsamu, Kupunn PasymoBckuii, kHsS3b bapstunckuit. Brnepenu
HETOPOIUIMBO JBUTAICA CBSALIEHHUK C BBICOKO MOJIHATHIM KpecToM. OT KpecTa 110
30JI0TO€ CUSIHUE. 3aBEPILAIU 3TO JUKYIOLIEE IECTBUE HECTPOMHBIE psiibl connat. He
MPOIIUIO U IOJyYaca, KaK KOJOHHA JocTuriia kazapMm CeMeHOBCKOro mnoska. Tam Bce
NOBTOpUIOCH. [1oyIk mpucArnyn Ha BepHOCTh umneparpuue. KojsoHHa yBennuniach B
HECKOJIBKO pa3, ¥ pa3pOCIIMICS JTFOICKON MOTOK NOKATHIICS K APYTUM KazapMam.

Hakonern octancs tonbko IIpeoOpaxkenckuit monk. ExkaTtepuna npeObiBaja B
sriopuu, Korja K HeM nmoabexan ['puropwii.

— Ceiiyac Bce TOKHO peIIUTHCS. byab OCTOpOXKHA.

— Ilouemy g noimkHa OBITH OCTOPOKHA? — B MepBYI0 MUHYTY Ekarepuna He

ITOHSJIA.

— Hawm ne ypamocs mepemanuth 0QUIEPOB Ha CBOIO CTOpoHYy, — OpioB
BBITJISAJIE] BCTPEBOKEHHBIM. — B 3TOM nosky ciyxut Cemen BopoHUoB, pogHoii
opat EnuzaBetst BopoH110Boii.

— Kak xe g cpa3y He monsua, — mnoOnennena Exarepuna. — Oun Oyner
CTOSITH 10 MOCJIETHETO.

— W He Tonpko crosiTh, — noMpaunen ['puropuit. — A nocnan Ilkypuna

BIIepe ] pa3BedaTh oO0cTaHOBKY. OH TOJIBKO 4YTO BepHylsicia. Bmecte ¢ maitopom
BoeiikoBeiM BopoHIIOB 00paTuics ¢ MIaMEHHOM peublo K cojjaraM M MpuKazai

OCTaBaThCsl BEpPHBIMU npucsare mapro. — Exarepuna oxnyna. — Ceifuac OH HJIIET C
HUMU K HaM HaBcTpeuy. KaTs, s He Mory To00ii pucKkoBarh.
— 3aTo g Mory puckoBatb coboi, — oOopBana ero Exarepuna. — Mbl He

MOKEM II0Ka3aTb UM CBOM cTpax. [la m crpaxa, ecim nmoxymars, yxe HeT. Hukro,
['puina, ciplIMIIb, HUKTO HE 3aCTaBUT MEHS CBEPHYThb C 3T0oro mytu! Y MeHs Ha
nanbliax Mmo30Ji0Ta oT KOpoHsl. U s He Xouy, uToObI OHA OchImanack. [’ 1e MbI MOXKeM
UX BCTPETUTDH?

— Henanexo ot nepksu Kazanckoit boxkueit Marepu, — OBICTPO OTBETHII
OpnoB. — D10 naeanbHoe MecTo. Bpsaa mu KTo-HUOYIb U3 HUX PELIUTHCS CTPENAThH
psaoM ¢ xpamoMm. B mo0oMm cimyyae Hammx CTOPOHHUKOB Oosnblie. M 1a momoxer
Hawm bor!

— W na nomoxer Ham bor! — noBropuna Exarepuna, risas, Kak OH cKader
BIIEpE]], PU3bIBASI CAMBIX HA/IEKHBIX JIFOJIEH CIIIOTUTHCS BOKPYT €€ dKUIIaxa.

JIBa OrpOMHBIX JIIOACKHX IIOTOKA CTOJIKHYJIMCHh Y Camoro Bxoxaa uepksu. U1
3amepsi. ExarepuHa 4yTh NpHBCTANA, Pa3MIsAiblBas CTPOMHBIE psAlbl IMPOTUBHHUKA.

Ecnu ee mpeumyiiectBO — YHCIEHHOCTh, TO Yy I[IpeoOpaxkeHCKoOro mnojika —
BOOpY)KE€HHE U JAucuuIiimHa. W, moxoxke, peOsATYIIKM HACTPOEHBI BEChMa
PELINTEBHO.

ExarepuHa B31porHya, yBUJEB, KaKk Briepes Beiexan ['puropuii Opiios.
— Hmenem ee ummneparopckoro Bennuectsa Exkarepunsl Bropoit mpukasbiBaro
CJIOKUTh OpyxHue!



Koporkuii pomnor. W cHoBa 3BeHsAllas THUIIMHA. 3aTeM 3JI0M IpUKa3
Boponnosa, xoropeii ExkarepuHa He pacciblana, HO NpPEeKpacHo noHsna. JIasr.
PyXxps1 CHATBI C peMHEN.

[To3anu Hee pa3mancst TPOH3UTENBHBINA JKEHCKUM BU3T U TYT K€ CTHUX.

— Ecau oHM OTKPOXO OTrOHB, MBI NPONAIN, — MOYTH PABHOLYIIHO 3aMETHII
PasymoBckuii. — Kak TOJIBKO TOJIIIA 3allaHUKYET, CUUTAWTE, YTO MBI YXKE€ HA IIyTH
wiu B CuOups uim Ha miaxy. Bel 4To npeanounTtaeTe, Baie BEINYECTBO?

— Crbiaurecs, rpad! — K umneparpuiie BHOBb BEpHYJIACh JIMXasi BECEJIOCTb.
— Kakas Cubups? Bnepenu ciaga.

OHa JIeTKO BBIIPBITHYJIA U3 KOJIICKH U MOLUIA 110 HAIIPABJICHUIO K ITOJIKY.

— Kyna? — 3ano3nano xpuknyn Pa3ymoBckuii, 6eCiOMOIIHO Tapuys. —
Hazsan! YobroT Beasp!

ExaTepuHa B OTBET TOJIbKO yJIBIOHYIACH.

YBuzaes ee, BOpoHIIOB HEHaBUAAIIE NEPHYIJICS M, CAM TOTO HE IOHMUMAs, 4YTO
TOBOPHUT U JI€JIAET, PUKA3AIL:

— Oronb!

Conpatel pacTepsIuch, HE MOHUMAasl, KaK MOKHO CTPEJIATh B 3Ty CTPOMHYIO U
KpPacHUBYIO JKEHIIUHY, KOTOpasi K TOMY Xe€... yJIbl0anacs.

— Orowns!

ExarepuHa caenana eme mar snepen. Ha rpyau cBepkHyII IPOCTON KPeECT.

— Oronb!

Kak cno’xHO He 3aKpbIBaTh IJ1a3a, KOTJa IECATKU PYXKel yCTaBUINCh TeOE B
AL ¥ rpyaes. OHa Mo-npexxHeMy yibl0anach, HOIyMaB, YTO XOTb YMPET KPacHBoO.
['ocnosu, X0Th OBl MOCKOpEE Pa3peUIIOCh!

YmMmepers kpacuBo el He manu. B 3agHux psnmax [IpeoOpakeHckoro moska
BIIPYT pa3fajiCsl HEYBEPEHHBIN, COBCEM MAJIBYNILIECKUN T'OJIOC!

— Wmneparpune Exatepune Bropoit — ypal

[Tay3a. W oawmHOYHBIA BO3MIAC MNOAXBAaTWIA OCTaJIbHbIE. BOpOHLIOB
OecHOBajCs, OTAaBasi OECCMBICICHHbIE TENeph yke Mpukasbl. CIOXKUB OpyXKHeE,
COJIAATHI LIEJIOBAJIM Kpall ee IJIaThsl, @ HOTOM LM Opararbes ¢ OocTalnbHbIMU. KHA3b
bapsATHHCKUI MOJOTHAN KOJIACKY, ONACAsCh, YTO JMKYIOLIAS TOJIIA Pa3lIaBUT CBOIO
rocyAapbiH0. ExkaTeprHa HETOPOIUIMBO B HEE CEJIa, HE YIIYCTUB Cllydas IOJKOJIOTh
PazymoBckoro:

— BBl no-npexnemy xenaetre B Cubupp, Kupwin [I'puropbeBuu? —
Bopon110B 1 BOEKOB B 3TOT MOMEHT Ha/JIOMUJIM CBOM ILIIArd, CAABAsICh HA MUJIOCTh
npekpacHoil moOeaurensHule. Pa3syMOBCKMII KPSIKHYJ, HO IOTOM HE yAEpXKayci U
OTBETWJI B TOM K€ TOHE:!

— Tonpko ¢ BamH, Ballle BEITUYECTBO!

Exarepuna paccMmesuiach, IIOKa3blBas, 4YTO OLEHWJIA XOPOIIYK MIYTKY.
PeBHuBbiii OpnoB, YJOBUB MCKPY CHUMIIATHH, TYT XK€ MOABEXAT K SKHIAXKY.
Crnemmncs:



— Bame BenmuectBo! B mepkBu Bac yxe XayT, 4ToOBI 0JIarOCIOBUTH, — OH
IMOKOPHO CKJIOHWJI YE€PHOBOJOCYIO TOJIOBY, KOrJa OHAa IMPOXOJHWJIA MHUMO, ITOCJIAaB
BJIOTOHKY BocxuieHHoe: — O0oxaro Tebs!

CKBO3b IUIOTHBIN KOpUIOp JIroAeH oHa mponuia K Bxony Llepksu Kazanckoii
boxbeit Matepu, rae €€ B OKPYKEHHHM CBSILICHHHKOB YXKE€ KIaJl aApXUEIHCKOI
Hosropoackuii. bnuku cBedeil, CKOpOHBIE JHUKH CBSTBHIX, 3BYKHM XOpa — BCE
CMEeIAIOCh B €€ rojioBe. OHa TONBKO MOHSJA, YTO apXHEMUCKOIl MPUBETCTBYET €€
KaK I[apUIly-CaMOJIEPKUILy, OJarocioBiisis HE TOJBKO €€, HO U MPECTOJOHACIIETHUKA
uapesnya IlaBna IlerpoBuua. B rmma3zax apxwuenuckona ExarepuHa 3amMeTuia
yAMBJICHHE U... pafocTh? Jla, onpeneneHHo — pajocTh 3a TO, YTO CIYYUIIOCHh B 3TO
netHee yTpo. C HadanoMm mapctBoBanus Exatepunsl || mpaBociaBHas IepKOBb MOXKET
3a0BITh 00 yHIDKEHUH, Koemy noasepr ee [lerp denoposu.

Crousio MOIOJION TroCy/lapblHE BBIMTH U3 XpaMa B OKPYKEHUU CBSILICHHUKOB,
KaK TOJINa B30pBAJIACH JIMKYIOUIUMH KPUKAMHU.

— Karepuna! Marymika Exarepuna! Cnasal

— Bame BemnuectBo, — TuXO0 cKazan apxuenuckon. — Cam ['ocnonb
Onarociiopiset Bac. JIeHb-TO Kakoi — OJ1arogath!

W nelicTBUTENBHO, HA CMEHY XOJOJAHBIM JIOXKISM IPHUILLJIO COJIHIIE, 03apUBIIEE
ropo. ['ony6oe He6o ObIIIO TaKWM K€ IPKUM, KaK U ee r1a3a. Yyo cBepuiocs!

W BHOBb 3HAaKOMBIN Skunax. HeBckuil mpocmnekT ObL1 3a0uT. MemnbKkaromye

aunia. B Bozmyxe — pyxkba U cabmu. OploBy NPUXOJWIOCH OYKBaJIbHO
NpPOTANThIBATh MYTh IS HMIIEpaTpHUIlbl. TOJBKO 4Yepe3 yac IMoKazajics 3UMHUMN
nsopeil. [lmomans mepen HUM Teneph HalMOMHMHAada BOEHHBIM Jlarepbh — 37eCh

BBICTPOMJIUCh BCE€ NOJIKU. CBSIIEHHUKN OJarocioBIsUIM COJAAT, CTOSIIMX Ha
KOJICHSX CO CKJIOHEHHBbIMU rosioBamu. C HaOepexHOW HacTymajga TOoJma TOpOXaH.
Bce cmemanocs B IletepOypre.

Exarepuna moOemuTenpHullel Bolia B 3UMHUN ABopell. B cBoux mokosx
OBICTPO yMBLJIAach, YJOXKWJA pacTpenaBIIMecs NpsSId M, JaXXe HEe CMEHMB IUIaThs,
IIpuKa3aa:

— IlanuHa ko MHe!

ToT c10BHO K@ TaKOro MpUKa3a, TaKk KakK MOSIBUJICS MIHOBEHHO.

— Hy, 3apaBctByl, Hukura MBaHOBUY, — uMneparpuia oxopammBanach y
3epkana. — Kak Bunuiib, npuObUI1a HEKJaHHO-HETAJaHHO.
— 3aTo BO BceM OJiecKke, — TaJlaHTHO OTBETWJI TOT, — KaK M Mojo0aer ee

MMIIEPATOPCKOMY BEIIUUECTBY.

— Jo6po yx KOMITMMEHTHI pacchilath, — EKaTepuHa ¢ BOJIHEHUEM TJISIHYIa
B OkHO. — M Tak mbsHa oT HUX. Thl MHe, Hukurta MIBanoBUY, BOT, 4YTO CKaxH... I e
HACJIEIHUK?

— Cnut B cBoeil komMHare, — [laHWH B3TJIAHYJT B pacKpacHEBILIEECS JIUIIO
umnepartpuibl. — [IpuBectu?

— W nockopee, — kuBHyna oHa. — Pycckuii Hapoa He moOuT xaath. OH
JKeJIaeT MEHS, a 5 JKeJIalo ero.



[TanuH c TalfHOM ropevbl0 CMOTpPEN Ha OBIBIIYIO JIOOOBHHILY, Ubs 3BE37a TaK
HEOXKUJAHHO 3acusijia Ha uMIepaTtopckoM HeOocBome. Ecnm 6 He ero crtpax u
COMHEHHS, ceiiuac OH Obl B IMOJIHOM Mepe pa3Aenus JOCTaBIIylocs BiacTh. M KTO
3HAEeT, MOXET, U CTaJ Obl, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, TAWHBIM cynpyrom rocynapsiau! Kak xe,
Kak xke... OH c TallHOW yCMEIIKON OTOrHai epernyeckue Mblciau. Cui Obl HA TO HE
XBaTWJIO! ANNETUTHI FOCYAAPBIHUA PACTYT C KaXKJBIM T'OJ0OM, €M IoJ1aBail MOJIOJBIX U
3I0POBBIX, a OH... Uto 0oH? JlaBHO BHE UTpbl. AMypHOi1, pasymeeTcs. B ocraipHOM
OH JIaCT CTO OYKOB ()OPBI U MOJIOJIBIM, U 3JI0POBBIM.

— Yo 3actbu1, Hukutymka? — M TONBKO XOpOIIO 3HAIOIIMN €€ YENOBEK,
yJIOBUJI OBl B TOHE UMITEPATPULIbl HETEPIIEIUBYIO 10Ca1Yy.

— Ilpuxaxere onerp HacieqHuKa? — [[aHWH CKJIOHMIICS B LIEPEMOHUAIBHOM
IIOKJIOHE.

— Opetb... — ExarepuHa Ha MrHOBEHHME 3aaymanack. — Her, npuBoau
[laBaymy kak ecTb, B HOYHOW pyOamke u Kojdmake. Tak Oyner Jmydie.
TporarenpHe, 4TO JIA.

[JaHWH BBICKOYMI M3 NOKOEB MMIEPATPULBl M IMOMYAJICA IO JIECTHULE, TO U
JIeN0,  HATBIKAsICh HA pacTepsSHHBIX Ciyr, ¢peiiimHn U kameprepoB. Krto-To
OTKPOBEHHO PaJI0BaJICAd TaKOMY MOBOPOTY COOBITHM, KOE-KTO, HAlIPOTUB, MEPEKUBAII
3a coOCTBeHHYIO WIKypy. OnHa u3 (peilyiuH yMmyapuiaach CXBaTUTh BOCIIMTATENS
1ecapeBrya 3a pykas:

— Huxkwura IBanosuy, rmocroure!

ToT pe3ko 3aTOpMO3HII, €/1Ba HE YIIAB.

— Hy? —He cauikoM BeXIMBO OTBETHII OH.

— A nmpaBay TOBOpAT, 4YTO MMIEpATpULa TENepb JIECHCTBUTEIBHO

UMIEpaTpHIla, HACTOAIAs? — 3aJajla CBOW TUIYNbIA BOMPOC FOHAs OapbIIIHS.
[TpbImuKy Ha TUIE TOKPACHENN OT JTI0OOMBITCTRA.
— IlpaBny, — IlaHuHy HakOHEN YyJanoCh BBIAEPHYTh DPYKaB M3 LENKUX

najab4uKoB. — OHa AEMCTBUTENBHO UMIIEPATPULIA.

— A Temneps BBl 32 KOPOHOI? —HE YHUMaJach JIEBUIIA.

— VYry, 3a camoii 601b110#, ¢ OpynbsHTaMu. byneM KOpoHOBaTh MPSMO Ha
mecte. [Ipoiry mpomenus;, — KaOayKH 3acTy4aliy IO CTyIIEHbKaM.

BocemwiieTHHN HAacneaHUK YK€ MPOCHYJICS U TeNeph MPATAICS MO OAESIIOM.
Kpuku Ttonmbl 3a OKHOM ero myraiav. YBuzaeB Bocnuratens, [laBen oOnerdyeHHO
B3JIOXHYJI M BLIETIUJICSI B HETO MAJIEHbKOM 00€3bsIHKOM. Pyku y Hero ObuiM BiaKHBIE,
XOJIOHBIE U JInNKKeE. [[aHnHa nepenepHysI0 OT OTBPALLECHHUS.

— Tlo#igzemTe co MHOMH, Ballle BLICOUECTBO

— Kyna? —mucknyn [1aBnymma, mpsigach Mo OJes7I0M.

— Bama marymka »xenaer Bac Cpo4HO BUIETH.

— A 1 He )enar! — B3BU3THYJ MaJIbUUK.

— Kro0 x Bac nociymaer, — npo6opmoran [lanuH 1 moTammia ynuparomero u
PEBYLIErO MaJIbUyraHa K UMIIEpaTpULIE.

YBUAEB MaTh, TAKY}0 KPACHBYIO, BIACTHYIO, a IIOTOMY HeAOCTyIHYIO, IlaBen
OKOHYaTeNbHO opoben. ExaTepuna ¢ mo00nbITCTBOM pasriisibiBaia ChIHA.



— BrIpoc-T0 Kak, — cka3ajia OHa, HAKOHEL, — U HAaBEPHOE, OUYEHb TSIKEIIBIN.
Huxkwnra MIBaHOBHY, OH OYEHD TSKEJIBII?

— M-m, — npoOypuai [lanuH, CrienTHO BHICYUTHIBAS BEC HACIICTHHUKA.

— 1 cmory ero nogHATH? — AeNOBUTO cripocuia ExaTepuna. — Mbl JOIKHBI
MOKA3aTbCsl B OTKPBITOM OKHE.

— A MBI CKamMeeuKy MOJICTaBUM, — Npeioxkui ycuyxuBbiil [kypun. B
OJIHO MTHOBEHHUE OH MOJCTABWI K OKHY yJOOHYIO CKaMEE€UKy, CYHYJ HACJIETHUKY B
pPOT KYCOK caxapa, 4yToO TOT MepecTal peBeTh, M pachaxHysl okHo. — JlaBaiite,
marymika! Hapoy sxxaer!

Co CTOpOHBI KapTMHA BBITVIAENIa HA YIUBICHUE TPOTaTENbHOU U
CEHTUMEHTaJIbHOU. Jlaxke ObiBaible BOSAKM TMpoche3winch. CrnepBa pacnaxHyslIu
HIMPOKOE OKHO, B KOTOPOM IOKa3aJlaCh UMIIEpATPHILIA, HEXKHO MPUKUMABILIAs K cede
oemokyporo peOcHKa B OYapoOBATEIIBHOM HOYHOM Kojmadke. [lyxibie pydku B
KPYKEBHBIX MAaH)KETaX TEPJM 3aCIaHHbIC IJ1a3a.

— Mareps boxps!

— A HacJIeTHUK-TO — YUCTHINA aHren!

— Jla 3npaBcTtByeT Exarepuna Bropas u nacnenuuk I1asen I[TetpoBuul

[TpuyTuxHyBIass ObUIO TOJIA BHOBb pa3pa3uiach JHUKYIOIIMMU KpUKaMHU.
Paznanuce BeicTpensl. Conparsl  HM3maitnoBckoro u  CeMEHOBCKOrO  ITOJIKOB
CaJIOTOBAIM B YECTh MOJIOAOW umMmeparpuibl. Mcnyranneii [laBen mpuxkancs K
marepu. Ckameeuka OTKaTuilach, M OH NOBUC Ha Heill. EkarepuHa oxHyna oOT
HEOXuJaHHOCTU. [1aBen, 3aMeTHB HEYAOBOJIbCTBUE MATEPH, UyTh HE 3aIlIaKall.

— Tonbko nmonpoOyi, — He nepecTaBasi yibl0oaThbes, npoiunena Exarepuna.
— Jlumy cnajgkoro 10 KOHIA rofa. ITo TBOWM HApOJ, HE CMEH MOKa3bIBaTh C1a00CTh.
[TonsiTHO?

— S 6oroch, — mpoIenTan B OTBET PEOCHOK.

— Sl Toxe Gorock, — oTBeTmina emy Exarepmra. — Ho ynpibaroch. Yuuce
ynbibaTtbes U BinacTBoBaTh, [laBenm IletpoBud. KopoHy HOCHTh — 3HAUUT HECTH
OoTBeTCTBEHHOCTh. [lepen coboii. Ilepen monpmu. Ilepen borom. ITomamm Hapomy
pyukoit! Alt, monoaen kakoi! Eme mamu!

Pyku y Hee 1aBHO 3aTekM, OJHAKO OHA MPOAOJIKaIa MPUKUMATh K ceOe ChIHa,
MEXaHUYeCKH ynblOasick B ToJmmy. HakoHen 3ameTuia, 4TO HApOJHBIE MAacCChI
HAYMHAIOT PACXOJIUThCA. Ha HaOepekHOW yMHbIM OpJOB pacnopsauiCs BBIKATHTD
BOJKHU U3 HAapCcKux noasaioB. CTonku Bpyyanu BMecte ¢ MmaHudecroM. Bot menbma,
u 371ech ¥ npuayman ciaBHo! [Ipouen? Beineit!

BepHyBmnce B KOMHATy, MMIIEpaTpulla ¢ pPajoCTbIO Mepenana HaciaeOHUKA
[TanuHy, pa3MuHasi OHEMEBILINE PYKU.

— Xopomo ero kopmutib, Hukura UBanoBuu! Ynurtanusiii 6onpHO! MHE 1 He
MMOHATH!

— Ynpekaenib, MaTynika? — cbsa3Bui [lanuH.

— Xsamo! — Exarepuna Hackopo morienoBana cbiHa B 100. — Hacnennuka
YMBITh, TPUYECATh U IJ1a3 C HETO HE CIYCKaTh.

OHa 1o3BOoHUJIA B KOJIOKOJBYHUK, BbI3bIBAs KAMEPHUCTKY .



— Ywmoitees! [Inatee! [Mapukmaxepa! Kode!

Bokpyr 3axnomnoranu, 3aberanam, caMmoe BpeMsi IPUCECTh B KPECIIO U EPEBECTU
nyx. llocreneHHO HaBanuBanach yCTAJIOCTb. A BeIb CEWYAC TOJIBKO TMOJIICHbD.
CKOJIbKO COOBITHH 3a MATH YacoB, a CKOJIBbKO emne Brepeau? Meicienno Exarepuna
nepebupaina CBOM 1Modenbl: apMusi, Hapoa, LepKOoBb. OCTaBAIOCh TOJIBKO 3aKPEMUTHCS
B IJla3ax OpPUJABOPHBIX M auiuioMaToB. IlycTh u Menoub, HO HeoOxoaumas. C
yIIOBOJIbCTBUEM TJIOTHYJIA OOXUraromuil ropekuii koge. Eme. Pazym nposicHuics, B
Ij1a3ax CHOBA MOSIBUJICA OJIECK.

B omouuBanpHiO 0e3 noknana BrnopxHyJa KHaruHsa Jlamkosa. [loapyrum
oOHsmuch. Exarepuna PomaHOBHAa ¢ TpeBOroil B3MIAHYJNa Ha OJE€IHOE JIUIO
rocynapsiau. [lox rmazamu 3anernu TeHu. B yronkax ryd ckopOHas ckianka. Emie
BUEpa ee He ObLIO.

— Moxer, noemib, MaTymkKa? — KHATHHS YK ObUIO XJIOMHYJA B JaJOIIH,
yT00BI IpuHEcHu eny. Ho Exatepuna orMaxHynach:

— Ilortowm, He 10 exp! ceituac. Jlocrarouno kode. Kak tam, Bce cobpanuce?

JlamkoBa paccMmesnache:

— Cobpamuce — He TO cinoBo. Takoro s eme He BubIBana. B aBepsx
TosrsITes wieHbl CsieHHoro CuHOMA, CEHAaTOPbl, IPUABOPHBIE BEIBMOXKH, MOCIBHI,
ropoXxaHe, Kymniibl — J1a 4YTO TaM ToJrsATcs. [103a0bIB po CTHLA, paCIUXUBAKOT APYT
npyra JokTsmu. U Bce, 4T00bI yBUIETH TEOS.

— IIpo Ilerpa pazroBops! UayT?

JlanmkoBa TpsSIXHYJIA PUITYAPEHHBIMU JJOKOHAMH.

— A kakue MOryT ObITh pa3roBopbl? TeOe Ha BEpHOCTb IpHUCATATH
cobuparotcs, a He eMy. KcraTu, TBOe MIWJIOCTH OKUIAIOT U 3apyOeKHbIE MOCIbI. Y
KQKJIOTO B pyKax MaHHU(ECT.

— WN? —EkarepuHa cremHo npocoBbIBaja pyKHu B JETKOE CBETJIOE IJIaThe. —
UYro onu roBopsar? Uro nymarot? B o0miem, paccka3piBaii, Kakue HaCTPOEHUS ?

JamikoBa Hanuia cebe kKode U mogenuaach COOpaHHBIMU CIJIETHAMU:

— DBONBIIMHCTBO pagyroTCs, XOTA U HE MOTYT NpUUTH B ceds. Oka3piBaeTc,
TOJILKO AHTJIUS Ipeanosaraia noJo0HbIi MOBOPOT COOBITHIA.

— Eme Ob1, — ycmexHynach Exarepuna. — J[eHer-To CKoJIbKO BBAJIWIIH.

— Bce xBanat 1e0sa B MaHudecre, — nponospkana Jlamkoa. — W kak Tl
TakoM Kpenkui mnbemb? Tak BOT... MaHU(ECT CEroJHs TOJBKO pa3Be uUTO
0e3rpaMOTHBIN He uMTal, Aa U TO eMy nepeckazand. OCoOEHHO OHPaBUIOCh, UYTO B
HECKOJIBKMX CJIOBaX Thl yMYJpPWJIAach pa3BeH4YaTb o0pa3 MpyccKoro kopois. Tenepb
(¢paHIly3bl HAJEIOTCS, YTO Thl BEpHEIIbCS K IPEKHUM OTHOLICHHUSAM C HHUMM.
ABCTpUILIBI JYMAIOT, YTO TOXKE CBOEr0 HE ynycTsT. KayT Te0s.

ExarepuHa 3ayMunBO CMOTpesa Ha ce0sl B 3€pKajo. XOTh U HE BBICIIANACH, &
xopora!

— Hago I'pumike cka3ath, 4TOOBI HE OYE€Hb MHOTO BOJAKHM pa3laBalid, a TO
NEepEeNnbIOTCs, — CKa3ajla OHa, HAKOHEL.

— VYiKe caelaHo, — KHATMHS C JKaJHOCThIO CMOTpEJa HAa AamnleTUTHYIO
KIyOHUKY B TI1yO0KO# Mucke. ChecTh XOTENOCh, a Hey100HO. — V3HavyanbHO BceM



TOJILKO TIO CTONKe pa3znaBanu. /la u Bogka ObicTpo KoHumiack. KTo ycmen, TOT u
BBITIUJL.

— U eme, — Ha 10y umnepaTpuiibl NOSBHIIACH TNIyOOKast MOpIIUHKA. — Bo
n30exanne OEcCTOpsAKOB HAAO0 TEPEKPHITh BCE BBHE3ABI B TOPOJ M 3alpPETUTH
nBrkenue no nopore Ilerepdypr — OpanuenOaym, 4ToObl UMIEPATOP KaK MOYKHO
MO3/THEE Y3HAN O MEPEBOPOTE...

— A BOT 3TO MyJpo, Marymika, — ono0puna Exarepuna PomaHoBHA. —
Ceituac PazymoBckoMy ckaxxy. CKOpO JId BB ICIIIb?

— Ckopo, — paccesHHo otBetusia Exarepuna. Ceifuac ee Oouibliie BCEro
3anuman I[lerp. B cymaTtoxe mocieqHuX 4acoB OHA Kak-TO O HEM COBCEM 3a0buia. A
3ps. Beiurpannas OutBa euie He ecTh BBIMTPaHHOE cpaxeHue. Eciu Baymarhes, TO
YUCJICHHBI ¥ BOCHHBIN IIEPEBEC CENYAC Ha CTOPOHE YEPTYLIKHA. Y HEE — HECKOJIBKO
Hacrmex COOpaHHBIX MOJIKOB, COJAATHl KOTOPHIX B JaHHBIH MOMEHT, MSTKO TOBODS,
Majo Ha 4yTo cnocoOHbI. [leTp MOXET paccuuThIBaTH Ha BCE apMUU, COOpaHHBIE B
JluBoHWM &yt BefeHUs BOWHBI mpoTuB JlaHwu, u Ha (IIOT, CTOAMUNA y OCTpOBa-
kperoctu Kponmraara. Ha ee ctopone sidopusi, Ha ero — >KenaHue 3allUTHTh
coOctBenHble nHTEpechl. Ecnu [leTp oTaact npukas, v BoWCKa HAYHYT HACTYNATh U C
cymd U ¢ Mops, Cankr-lletepOypr He mpojepXHUTCs U ABYX 4YacoB. Kak TOJNBKO
MOSIBSITCS TIEPBbIE COMHEHHUS B 3aKOHHOCTH €€ NpaB, BOKPYT B JIYYIEM Clly4yae
OCTaHYTCS YEJIOBEK NATh-IECATh. DTUM TEPATh Heuero. OcTajapHbIE IEPEMETHYTCS Ha
cropony Ilerpa. C yenoBeyeckoid NpupoOI0H HUYETO MYTHOIO HE caenaeib. Kak tam
pycckas MoCJIOBUIIA TTIAcUT, peida JIIOOUT, T1Ie TIy0Ke, a yeloBek, rae gydiie. [loka
Jy4llle ¢ HEeW, HO KaK 3HaTh, MOXKET BETEP MEPEMEHUTCH.

Exarepuna mepuna maramMu KomHaty, aymas. lomyctum, Iletp y3naer o
nepeBopoTe yxke ceronus. Ero neiictBus? TouHee, MEWCTBHUS €ro MPUCTICITHUKOB?!
Hy, xoHeuno — obecneynTs MOJHYI0 MOAACPKKY pPOCCHUICKOro (iota. A oHa 4YeMm
xyxke? UMmmepaTpuiia mo3BOHIIA B KOJIOKOJIHYHK.

— Pa3ymMoBckoro ko mue!

— Baire BenmuyecTBo?

— Kupuwn ['puropseBud, HYKXKHO HEMEIJIECHHO OTIPAaBUTh aJMupaia
Tanezuna B Kponmraar. Ilycte Oeper moObix Jomazei. MHe Hy)XHa TOJAJAEpIKKa
dbroTa.

— A... — HayaJ cBO# BONPOC BOCXUIIEHHBIN Pa3ymMoBCKHUil.

— S naro emy noJsiHyro cBoOOy AeicTBUiA. [ 1TaBHOE — 00OTHATH UMIIEpATOPA.

B Tpm waca momonynHM cusiomas U CIHOKOWHAas ExkarepuHa mNOsSBWIACH B
napajHoM 3aiie 3uMHero Aopua. OkaspiBaeTcsi, ObITh MMIEpPATPULIEH HE TOJIBKO
CJI0’KHO, HO ¥ OYE€Hb MPUSTHO.

Kak TOJNBKO NpUABOpPHBIE CKJIOHWIHCH Iiepen Hew, Ekarepuna c¢
JTr00OMBITCTBOM MOyMalia: a uto ceiuac nenaet [lerp?

I'JTABA 17.



B T1pm waca nomonynHuM B OKpyXXEHHMHM HpuABOpHbIX Ilerp Bbeliexanm wu3
Opanunenbayma B Ileteprod. Hactpoenwe y rocymapsi ObUIO OTBpPaTUTEIHHBIM:
CKa3bIBaJIOCh MOXMeNbe. J{axe Mo00BHUIIA CETOIHA HE paloBaia, a, HAMPOTUB, JIUIIIb
pa3apaxana. Buepa onu noccopunuch. Cienbl ccopbl 0 CHX MOp OarpoBenn y HEero
Ha cKyjle u cuHenu y EnmsaBersl moxa rimazoM. BoponmoBa nynace. Ho He u3-3a
CUHSKA, a M3-3a CIMIIKOM MAJICHBKOM CBHUTHI, KOTOpAas. M0 €€ MHEHUIO, yMaJjsja
Bennurue umieparopa. ['enepan Munux, mocon Ilpyccum 6Gapon [onbll, KHS3B
TpyOeuxoit, kaniyiep Mwuxawn Boponimos, cenatop Poman Boponios, a Takxe
CEMHaJLaTh MPUIABOPHBIX J1aM B IMapaJHbIX TyajleTax... U Bce. Pa3Be Tak mOKeH
MyTeIIeCTBOBaTh uMiiepatop Poccutickoit ummnepun?!

O6a 3ameTtHO HepBHUYaU. B Tleteprode momkHa Obla COCTOSTHCS BCTpeya ¢
umneparpuieit. [lerp Oosics, yTo 3amyMaHHBIH UM IUJIaH TaK M HE CBEPLIUTCS.
Enuzasera, B CBOIO O04Yepep, OMacanach, YTo 3aAyMaHHbIM UMU IUIaH CBEPIINATCS, HO
He Tak. CMEHHUB THEB HAa MHJIOCTh, OHA B OYEPEIHOMN pa3 3a/aja HaJOeBIIUH 000UM
BOIIPOC!

— Tak uTo ThI permmn?

[IeTp ycTasio norep HOIINUE BUCKH.

— MbI npueneMm, oHa J0DKHA OyAeT BbICKa3aTh CBOE MOUYTEHHUE HE TOJBKO
MHE, 3aKOHHOMY MY3KY, HO U Te0e€...

— A ecnu He 3axouer!

— 3axouer! — orpeHyncs [lerp. — 3aBTpa MbI ooOeaaeM B MOCIETHUN
pa3, u ee BenuuecTBo oTnpasutcs B llnuccepOyprekyro Kpenocts. 3aTeM pas3Boj, U
BEHUYaHUE ¢ TOOOH, MOs CTpalIHasi XpOMOHOXKKA.

O6a 3ameTHO noBecenenu. [leTp xneOHyn U3 MOXoAHOU (JsAiru, YyBCTBYS, KakK
TEIJIEET B TOpJIE U MPOSCHAIOTCS MO3ru. O pa3BoAe OH IOKa CTapayics HE TymaTh.
Bce yrpsacercs — motoM u kak-HuOynb. Ecnu BeiOupaTth rHeB Exatepunsl wiam
OoonpHYIO sipocTh BopoHIOBOI, 0H mpeanoureT THeB Exarepuabl. C HUM HaMHOTO
jerye cnpaButbes. O0eq B yecTh MMEHHH HMIiepaTopa npuaymana Boponmosa. Eit
IIOKA3aJI0Ch 3TO YAAYHOM IIYTKOM:

— XOTb MOECT HAINOCIEI0K!

U BoT Tenepsp, gyMas 00 3TOM «Hanociaenok» Iletp uyBcTBoBai ce0si HE OUEHb
ytoTHO. Kak, Brpoyem, u nociaeaHue Mecsipl. i opus mocie CMEPTH UMIIEPATPHULIBI
JABHO MIPOIILJIA, HA CMEHY IpuIen cTpax. Heckoybko pas, JONUBIIKCH A0 CKOTCKOTO
COCTOSIHMSA, OH BHJEJ B KOPUAOPAX ABOpLA MPU3PAK yMeplied mMmrneparpuibl. OHa
OblJJa B TKaHHOM cepeOpoM IUIaThe, B KOTOPOM €€ W MOXOPOHWIM, Ha KEITOM
HapyMsSIHEHHOM JIMIIE 3aCTbUl HEMOU yrpek. [Ipu3pak cienoBan 3a HUM MO IsATaM,
CJIOBHO CHJIMJICA 4TO-TO cKa3arb. Ho kak IleTp Hu Hanpsran ciyx, OH He pacCibIIa
Hu cnoBa. [locnennuii pa3 ona nmpuxoawia Buepa. M yepTyiika BnepBble 3aMETHII Ha
€€ IIee YEpHbIEe IITHA — OTIEYaTKH YbMX-TO nanbleB. [lo mexkam kKaTwimck
BOCKOBBIE cie3bl. OHa MombITanach €ro MepeKpecTUTh, HO pyka OECCHIIbHO yrana,
CJIOBHO MEXy HUMHU HAaBEKHU MPOTAHYJIACh HEBUAMMAs IIPO3payvHas CTEHa.

On xn1eOHy e1e, pa3roHssl TsHKeNble MBICIU. BOpOoHIIOBa K cHacThiO MOJT4ana,
pasrisabpIBas Ha CKPIOYEHHOM JIAINIKE €ro BUYEPAITHUM MTOJAPOK — TSKEIBbIM NEPCTEHD



C OTPOMHBIM OpuJUTMaHTOM. Bce mpekpacHO: BOH JI€Hb-TO KaKOW CTOMT 4Uy/AECHBIi!
Connue, Ha HeOe HU 00J1ayKa, B OKHA JTyeT CBEXKUH MPUATHBIN BeTepok. M mouemy oH
peluni, YTO BUEPALTHUI MPU3PAK CYIUIT eMy CMEpTh?!

K umnieparopckoii kapeTe nmoackakai KHA3b TpyOerKoii:

— Bame ummneparopckoe BEIMYECTBO, MHE COOOILMIIM, YTO B IETEprodckon
pe3uIeHIMA uMIiepaTpuibl HeT. OHa B aBUIIbOHE «MOHILIE3UP».

IleTp paBHOLYIIHO NOKaJl IUIEYAMHU:

— 3HauuT, Tak U He mnociaymanack. YTo Xk, MyCcTh NEHsAET cama Ha ceods.
[ToBopauuBaii k «Monme3npy». Hanecem nmnepartpuile 1OJAT0K/IaHHBIA BU3HUT.

BoponnoBa oxuBHIIacs:

— Bor Bugums, Ilerpyma, a Tbl €me COMHEBaCH, KaKk C HEW IOCTYIIUTb.
Haka3zpiBaTh 3a CTPONTUBOCTh HY’KHO, HAKA3bIBATH!

— Haxkaxxem, — [letp nennBo nputsHyn ee k cedbe. — Cama 1 HaKaXKelllb.

UYepes mosigaca KapeTbl OCTAaHOBWINMCH y MNaBuiabOoHa <«MoHrmiesup». llerp
BbIIIETT M3 KapeThl, OIAAbIBasICh MO cTopoHamM. He Oyayunm ciaumkom
CO00pa3uTenbHbIM, OH HE Cpa3y MOHsJ, MOYEeMY MPHUIBOPHBIC BBIMJISIAAT TAaKUMU

pacTepsIHHbIMH.
[TaBUIbOH Ka3asicst MEpTBBIM. JIBEpH U OKHA 3aKPBIThl. BOKpyr — TUIIMHA.
— Copstanac! — JI0BOJIBHO OTMETHJI YEpTYIIKA, BCIOMHUBIIUN 00 HUX

neTckoi 3abaBe — urpe B npsaTku. — Ucenyranaces! Xa-xa! Ot nac He yigenis! Pa3z-
JIBa-TPU-YETHIPE-TIATh, 51 Uy T€OS UCKATh.

OHn npo0esxai 1o A0pPoKKe U pacnaxHys aBepb. Tuxo. [lycto.

— Karepuna! Beixoau! Bee paBHo T€6s1 Haliy.

Horoit monan xpynkue nBepisl B 3uMHUN caia. W momien, cOuBas Kaaku ¢
penxkumu pacteHusiMu U 1Betamu. ban! B cropoHy monerena kutalickasi Ba3a ¢
oemocHexkHBIME po3aMu. bamc! Kabmyk BrewaTtancss B yXOXKEHHYIO KIyMOy ¢
MPUBE3ECHHBIMU W3 3arpaHullpl JuiausMu. [leTp metancs mo opaHkepee, Kpylia BCe
BOKPYT:

— Karepuna!

VYBUIEB NPU BXO/I€ 3aCTHIBIIUX MPUJIBOPHBIX JaM, MPUKa3al:

— Bcewm nckats!

Jlambl 3armienectenu IUIaTbsIMHU, OpEe3rivBO O0XOJs Pa3BOPOUYEHHBIE Basbl U
KOMBsI MOKpo# 3emiu. Tem BpemeHeM [letp nepemecTuscs B KaOMHET, OTACTaHHBIN B
KUTaiCkOM cTuiie. bernbplii ocMOTp MoOKaszan, 4YTO HMIIEPATPUIbl HET U 37ECh.
WNmnepaTop Bman B OCIIEHCTBO M MOMYalCS B MYy3bIKalbHBIA cajoH. [lotom B
cnanpHI0. BoT ee Bemnu, HeOpeKHO OpOIIEHHBIC HA KPOBATH, CTYJIbIX. BOT mapagHoe
miathe. BOT MparoneHHOCTH, OCTaBIIMECS Ha TyaJeTHOM cToiuke. JlroOombITHas
BopoHiioBa MUTOM CyHysa HOC B IIKATYJIKY.

— He Tporait! — npommnen [lerp. — Karepuna! Beixoau!

— Moxert, oHa rynseT, — OpeAnoioxuia BopoHiloBa, yHU3bIBas YPOIUBbIE
najabllbl OpPWLTHAHTOBBIMH Koyibllamu. [Ipukaza Ilerpa oOHa, €CTECTBEHHO, HE
NOCJTYIIAJIACK.



— D'ne ona moxer rynsate? —3aopan [lerp. — S-to 3mecs! U s mpukazan ei
MEHS K/1aTh.

B rueBe oH Hayan pBaTh MJIaThE KEHBI:

— Bor T1ebe! HenaBmxy! Bor Tebe! — u Bapyr 3acThii, NpUCIyIIUBAsICh. —
Tume!

Jlerkue kpagymuecd maru. Ckpun. Me1JIeHHbIN TOBOPOT 30JI0YEHOU PYUKH.

— Ara! Bort 1o Tie! — IleTp pBanyn Ha ceOst 1BEPb.

U ctonknynca ¢ Muxauiiom BopoHIIOBBIM.

— Tocynaps! — ToNBKO uTO M cmor BopoHIOB mnpomienTars, yTupas
XOJIOIHBIN TIOT €O Ji0a.

— Hamen? I'ne ona?

— MBbI HaM cagoBHUKA. OH yBepseT, YTO HAa pacCBETE UMIIEpaTpula yexana
B [leTepOypr.

— 3auem? —Hna suue IleTpa nosiBuiacek psiOb pa3MbILIICHUA.

— Tocynaps! Myxaittece! Tonpko 4TO mpuCKakanm MOW TalHBIA areHT.
CerogHs B CTOJNMIIE MMIIEpaTpUlla MPOBO3Tiacuia ce0si eIUHCTBEHHONW U 3aKOHHOU
rOCyJIapbIHEN.

B nepByto MUHYTY YepTyllIKa HUYEro HE MOHSII.

— 3auem? Oto xe riayno! 'ocynaps — si!

U Bapyr Bce cypoBas npapja oOpylInUIach Ha €ro U3MOXKIEHHOE CO3HAHME.

— MeHs Hu3BeprIn?

BoponiioB enBa caepiaicsi, 4ToObl HE BBIPYraThbCs BCIyX — COOOpasui
HakoHer!

— Bame BenuuecTBO, —KaHIyiep Kycall ryObl, HE 3Has, 4TO cKa3aTb. —
Kpenutecs, Bame BennuectBo! Cmenee! OqHoro Bamiero cioBa, 0JHOTO BJIACTHOTO
B3IJI1a JOCTAaTOYHO, M HApoJ Majaer Ha koieHu nepen napem! Comparsl Bamiero
TI0JIKA TOTOBBI BRICTYIUTH TOTYAC €. MBI HemeieHHo uaem Ha [letepOypr!

— Kak xe tak? — morepsinao cnpocun Iletp, kKoMKkas B pykax OOpBIBKU
KEHUHOTO TUIaThsi. — MBI, yTO, He OyAeM mpa3gHOBaTb MOU HMMEHHUHBI? — H
3apblaai, katasich no noiay. — Kak oHa morna tak co MHOU moctynuth! Kak ona

moria! Mel e noBeHuyaHs! nepes 6orom! 31o 1 — rocynaps, a oHa, JeBKa Ipycckas,
KOTOpasi HeBECTh uTo 0 cebe BozomHmia! He mpa3zgHoBaTh MOM MMEHUHBI!

BoponnoBsl nepersiHynucs. Ennszasera nokasana poACTBEHHUKY IIa3aMU —
naBail, BeliiieM. Kak TONbKO OHM OKa3aquCh B KUTAaCKOM KaOWHETE, OHa CyXO U
JIEJIOBUTO NTOTpedoBaia OT OpaTta OOBICHEHUH:

— Ilomoxxenue kputnueckoe, JIuza, — HepBHO ckaszana BopoHuoB. — Eciu
OH ceryac He MPEAIPUMET PELIUTENBHBIX IEUCTBUM, TO MBI IPOIIAJIN.

— Bce Tak cepbe3Ho? —oHa 6pocuiia OBICTPBII B3I B CTOPOHY CIaJIbHHU.

— boniee yuem! Apmus u nepkoBs Ha ee cropoHe. [loBcromy oTmedaTaHHbII
manudect. [Toka BbI nuiu, oHa 1eHCTBOBAIA.

— Pa3Be Huuero Henb3s caenath? — ¢ Enn3aBeTsl MTHOBEHHO COIILIA CIIECH.
— Jsans, npunymaii XOTh 4TO-HUOY 1!



— A uTO npuayMaTh? — orpsi3Hyscs Boponnos. — HyxHo coOupaTs apMuto
u uaru Ha [lerepOypr. Ho oH B TaKOM COCTOSIHUH, YTO 51 HE MOPYUYCh 32 PE3yJIbTaT. ..

N3 cnanpHy Beickoun IleTp m nmoBanuiica B HOru K BopoHIIOBY:

— Cnacurens! [Toe3xail B CTOIUIY U IPUKAXKHU MTOJKAM TOJYNHUATHCS MHeE!

— A Kax BbI ceOe 3TO MpeACTaBIseTe, Balle BEINYECTBO! — He yaepKkacs oT
KOJIKOCTH HeYasiHHBIN criacutesib. — S ipueny B [letepOypr u...

— S nmanumy yka3z! — mnpocsetsien auiom Ilerp. — Tonbko e3xait! Cnenait
XO0Th 4TO-HUOYAB! O30510uy!

— Kak xe, — npoOypuan Boponuo noa Hoc. — OT TeOs M0XKIELILCA.
Xopo1110, Ballle BEIUYECTBO, MUIIUTE yKa3. S moexny.

— Hy, BoT Bce u pemmiiocs, JIuzonbka, — Iletp paccnabieHHoO moxJiomnan

Ar060BHHULY 1O Tuieuy. [Iprukaxu MHe mpuHECTH OYPryHICKOT0, TIOKA sl MUCaTh OYy.

Uepe3 HECKONBKO MHUHYT, KOorja IpuHecau BuHa, l[lerp sexan Ha mnody,
TeaTpaJbHO PACKUHYB PYKH.

BopoH110B B cepanax mitoHyII:

— Tlozep! — u 0OpaTUBIIKCH K MJIEMSHHUIIE, MPUKa3al: — KaK XO4Yellb, HO
IPUBEIU €T0 B UyBCTBO. MBI TepsieM Bpems!

EnuzaBera HaOpana B pOT BMHA M BBILIIOHYJIA Ha 4YepPTYHIKY. TOT OTKpbLI
rjiasa M 3arsiaKajg. 3aTeéM HEpPBHO BCKOYMJI W TNpPHUHSUICS OeraTh MO MAaJIeHbKOM
KOMHATe, pyrasch.

— S ux Bcex cruoto! Beex! Hamo nammcars cnmcku 3aroBopuiukoB! Kro y
HUX B 3arOBOPIIMKAX?

BopoHuoB He orBeTmi. Toisiky-To. [10CKOIBKY B TaHHOW CUTyalUU CIEIATh
HUYEro0 HEBO3MOYKHO, TO OH YJIErcsl Ha KpoBaTh ExaTepuHbl, €1ie XpaHUBIIYIO 3aIax
ee JyXOB, W MmocTapajics B3ApeMHYTh. CracuTeNbHBIA COH YKPBUI €ro OT Oe3ymus,
TBOpHUBILETOCA BOKpYr. Eme Heckonpko pa3 Ilerp B3pelaHysd, Tpu pa3a HOTEpsUI
CO3HaHHWE, YeThIpe pa3a MOTHUCKad BopoHIOBy, miecTh pa3 AByX (peitnuH (koraa
BoponmoBa He Bujena), BB 4YeThIpE OYTBUIKM KPEMKOTro BHHA 0€3 3aKyCKH,
cocTaBUJI JBa MaHu(ecTa, 00BUHsIOMMX ExaTepuny, a mOTOM 3aCTaBHII MIPUIBOPHBIX
IIEPEINNChIBATh UX B HECKOJIBKHUX OHK3eMIuripax. s ucropuu. B mpomexyTkax
MEXJy BCeM 7ToM KakadoHHMel OH TMpuKazal coOpaTh TOJIBINTEHHCKUX COJIJAT,
octaBmuxcs B Opannenbayme. Korna sxe oHM nmpuexaiu, 3asBUjl, YTO HE HYXKIAeTCs
OoJiee B UX yCIIyrax.

BopoH1IOB OTKpBUI ria3a B TOT MOMEHT, korna Munux yroapusan Iletpa
noexaTh B KpoHwraar:

— Bamre BenmnuectBo! dnoT Bac moaaepxut!

— IIpaBunbHO, — Muxani noTsHyJICs MOCHE Kpenkoro cHa. — HykHO exaTp
B KpoHmranr.

[TeTp oOmxeHHO MOIXKaN T'YOBI:

— Hy, ecnu BaM He HpaBHUTCA BCE, YTO A Jeai0... Tonbko 0€3 KEHIIWH HE
noexy!

butelii yac ymen Ha TO, 4TOOBI YTOBOPHUTH UMIIEpATOpa MOeXaTh 0€3 KEeHIIUH.

BopoHIIOB mouTH noTepss TepHeHue:



— Bame BenuyectBo, Hy Kakue Ha XpeH 0aOwbi! Bam o kopoHe aymathb
HaJ00HO, a He 0 mumamux okax. Che3auM, Ha JIOJAOUYKE MOKATAEMCS U Cpa3y ke
BepHemcs. Ho Iletp 3akycun yauna ¢ ynpssMCTBOM OOJBHOTO ocia — 03 JKEHIINH
HE NOEJIET U BCE TYT.

BopoHuos cnancs:

— Jlagno, rpy3u ux Bcex Ha sixty. Ha mecte pa3zdepemcs.

B necatb yacoB Beuepa NbSHOIO B CTEJIBKY UMIIEPATOPA MO PYKHA IPUBEIU HA
axty. Jlambl Bo ri1aBe ¢ BopoHuoBo# mociegoBanu 3a HUM. Kak TONBKO CKpbLICS
MEeCOYHbIN Oeper, U BOKPYI HX BCEX, €CTECTBEHHO, HAyaj0 YKauuBaTh U TOIIHUTD.
Tak u BbICTpOWJIHCH BpsJ Ha mnamyde — nuuoM K Bojae. OcoOeHHO paccrapaics
YepTyIIKa.

Munux ycraBwics Ha BoponmoBa wu TpyOemkoro (Ipycckuid TmOCOI
yIUBUTEILHBIM 00pa3oM MOTEPSUICS T/Ie-TO B JIOPOTe), KOUX HE CUMTAs KOMAaHIbI U
ce0s JINYHO, CUMTAJ HAa CYAHE €IMHCTBEHHO HOPMAJIbHBIMU U Pa3yMHBIMHU JIFOIbMHU:

— A BeIp Halle MpeanpHusiTHe, TOCMOAa, COBEPUICHHO O€3HaIeKHOEe, —
co00IMI OH (JIETMATHYHO.

— Yro Bac, NOX0e, ’TO COBCEM HE BOJIHYET, — XMBIKHYJI BOpOHIIOB.

— Ilocne aBamuatu net ccbulku B Cubupu — coBepiieHHO, — MuHUX ¢
YIOBOJBCTBUEM pacKkypuBaid TpyOKy. — YecTHO roBops, 3acKydaya s IO TeM
3aCHEKEHHBIM IIPOCTOpaM, KyJa, 4yeT cepAle, CKOpO BEpHYCh. bynere B Hammx
KpasiX, 3aXOJIUTE B TOCTH.

Kus3p TpyOerkoit momnepxHysics:

— Jlyume yx cpa3y saay.

— Jla nopoxaure Bbl KapkaTh, — PomaH BOpOHIIOB TPEBOKHO BIJIsIBIBAIICS B
0etoe HouHOE HE00. — MOXKeT, Bce U oOomaeTcs!

[TeTp BHOBB meperHyJcs yepe3 60pT.

— C >tuM? — MuHUX TOpe3pUTENbHO KHUBHYJI B CTOPOHY HHU3BEPTHYTOIO
umneparopa. — Bcee oboiinercsa? Jla BbI mpocTo uaeamuct!

HecMmoTpst Ha xopommii X0 SXThl, OHU A0Opanuchk 10 KpoHiranra Toapko B
MOJIBTOPOrO HOYH.

Munux ¢ Tpyaom pactoikai kBenoro [lerpa, crnaiiero B KatoTe B OOHUMKY C
Boponuoso#.

— Bame BennuectBo! Ipocemaiitecs! Kponmrant!

— Ilomen BoH, 60sBaH, — npodopmoTain Ilerp. — Cnath xouy!

— Jla mpocsinaiitecs xe!

ConHoro rocyaapst 6e3 oco0oro mnoymreca BBIBOJOKIM Ha mnanyOy. He mgo
xopoiux MaHep. Y BoBpeMst — KpernocThb yke Obljia Ha pacCTOSIHUU T0J0Ca.

— Kt10?

— Ero BemmuectBo wummnepatop Ilerp III!' — Bo3Bectun MuHux,
NoCTapaBIINiCs MPUAATh ceOe BOOTYIIEBICHUS.

B ronoce BaxTeHHOTO oQuIlepa NOCIbIIIANACH HACMEIIIKA!

— Her OGompme wumneparopa. Ecth 3akonHas ummepatpuma Exarepuna
Bropast, koTopoit Hall rapHU30H U PYyCCKUIl (JIOT CEroAHs MPUCATHYIN Ha BEPHOCTb.



Bosspamaiitec o6patHo — B Mope! Tyzaa Bam u gopora! B nporuBHOM citydae 1o
BallleMy CyJIHYy OyJIeT OTKpPBIT OTOHb.

[letp xamoOHO B3BU3rHYJN U IOPKOM 3MEHKOHM CKpBLICS B KatoTe. MUHUX C
BOpOHIIOBBIM OTHPABUIIMCH BCIIE 3a HUM.

— MBp1 BbicaxuBaeMcst Ha Oeper! — coobmun Munux. BopoH1ioB cormiacHo
KUBHYII.

— Omnu Hac yObroT! — 3apbigan OBIBIIMI TOCyAaph.

— Onu He cta”yT cTpensath B umneparopa! He nmocmeror! Bam Bcero-to u
HY>KHO, YTO BBINTH Ha Oeper. ['apHu30H packaercs, u Oyaet BamuM. Odemaro!

— Moxete nosiBUTbCS 3¢GdEKTHO, — TpeIokuil Bapyr Boponios. — B
OKPY>KEHUU MPEKPACHBIX JaM. B jKEHIIIMH OHU TOYHO CTPEJISITh HE CTAHYT.

VYenpimaB  mogoOHOE — MPEANioKEHUE, MPUIBOPHBIE  JaMbl  3aBU3KAIH,
NPUKPBIBAsl JUIAa 3aMbI3TaHHBIMU IOOKaMu, TpeOys, 4TOOBl UX OTBE3NMH OOPATHO.
[Tetp Opocuscst B 00BATHS PaBHOAYILIHOM U OTCTpaHeHHOW BopoHI10BO#i, Ha manbiax
U B yIIaX KOTOPOU MO-pexXHeMY N00JIeCKUBAIN OpuiuinanThl EkaTepuHsi.

— l'ocynapp, — MuHHX TeM BpeMEHEM INPOAOJDKAI CBOM yroBopbl. —Ham
HY>KHO HEMEJIJICHHO MIepececTh Ha APYroi Kopadib u oTnpaBuThes B Pesens. OTTyna
MOKHO J100paTbcsi 10 apMuHu, roToBoM K moxoay Ha Jlanuto. C 3TUMH BOHCKaMH
OyzneTr HeTpylnHO OoTBoeBaTh TpoH. [lomymaiiTe xopomio, Bamie BenudectBo! Eie He
BCE€ MOTEPSHO!

['omosa Ilerpa, mokouBiascs B 100kax BOpoHIIOBOH, CYyIOpPOKHO JEpHYJIACh
— HH 3a 4To!

— IlocTynuTe Tak, KaKk s BAaM TOBOPIO, TOCYAaph, U 4epe3 MOJITOpa Mecsla 1
Cankrt-IletepOypr, u Bcsa Poccust Oyayt y Bamux Hor! Pyuarock romnosoii! I'ocymnaps?
Br1 MeHs chpimmTe?

[eTp moxHaAn K HEMY cTpaiHoe, psidoe nuno. ['naza kazanuck 6€3yMHBIMU:

— OcraBbre Hac B okoe! MblI yctanu u xotuM cnatsb! [ToBopaunBaiite Hazan,
B Opanuen6aym!

JlaMbl CHa)K€HHO 3aBBUIM: MOJI, I€UCTBUTENIBHO, BCE YCTAJIM U XOTAT CHaTh, HO
toibko B OpanunenOayme. B Peenb Hukto He Xouer. Oco3HaB KOMHYHOCTD
cutyaund, MHUHHMX HE BBIIEPHKAT U PACCMESIICA:

— WM 10 poccuiickuii rocynaps! CnaBa bory, HUKTO 3TOro He BUIUT!
[TouctuHe, UCTOPUS HE 3HAET COXKAJICHUS, HO MHOT/Aa OHA OBIBAET CIPaBEIIUBA.

OH BbIIIET HABEPX U CKOMAH/I0BAI:

— B Opanuenobaym!

BopoHII0B cTOSI psiioM, BIUISLIBIBASCH B HEMPABAOIOA00HO CBETIIOE HEDO.

— O uem nymaerte, rpad?

— O CyeTHOCTH XU3HHM, — HEOXHJAaHHO OTBeTUNl BoponuoB. — U ee
HECMpaBeIMBOCTU. Buepa y Hac Oblia BIACTh, CETOIHS OCTAJICs Wb npax. Buepa s
MOT BEPILIUTH CyAbOBI, CErofHs OHM pacnopsasTcs Moeil. He ctout craBuTh Ha
CaMbIX CHJIbHBIX. Kak paBuiio OHU U POUTPHIBALOT.

— Ilog cunpHbiMH BBl moapazymeBaete lletpa? — yauBumics MuHux,
BCIIOMHUB HETIPUATHYIO CLIEHY B KalOTE.



— Buepa — na. Ceroaus B ¢paBopurax y cyas0s Exatepuna.

— Bm1 aranuct?

— Uept ero 3Haer, — BOPOHIIOB C TOCKOW CMOTpEJNI B HOYHBIE BOJHBI. — U
YTO TOJIKY TeHepb raaatb o ToMm? BpeMs 6€3BO3BpaTHO ymyIIeHO, TENEPh TOIBKO U
OCTaeTcsl, 4TO HAOJI0IaTh 32 arOHUEH.

— Yyko#t nnu cBoel? — nouHTepecoBajics MUHHX.

— UYyxoi, cBoeid... Kakas tenepp pasHuiia, — ¢ TOpeubto OTBETUI BOpOHIIOB.
— Hcxon Bce paBHO onuH. UM 3Haete, uto obuaHee Bcero, Munux? To, 4To B 3TOT
3aroBOp HUKTO M3 HAc JI0 KOHLIA HE Bepui. Pa3Be MOXET KEHIIMHA COBEPLIUTH
nono6Hoe? D10 ke coBepiieHHo HeBepoaTHo! C nerkoit pyku Ilerpa ®@epopoBuya
MBI TMPUBBIKIN CMOTPETh Ha EKaTepuMHy Kak Ha JOCAIHYIO 3aBOJHYHO KYKIy. 4YTO
CKa)Kelllb €M, TO U caenaeT. AH Het! DTa Kykiia mocTynuia no-ceoeMmy. Pucknyna u
BBIMTpAJIa. A ceryac s CTOK Ha 3TOW SIXTE, UAYIIEN HABCTPEYY K CMEPTH, U JyMao:
noueMy Mbl nioBepuin umneparopy? [louemy nenoonennnu Exarepuny? [louemy e
OPEeIOTBPATUIIM ATOT Typaukuil 3aroBop? [loueMy MbI HaxoguMCSl Ha SIXT€ BMECTO
TOT0, YTOOBI CUAETH B MapaJHoM 3aje 3umHero asopua?! [louemy?

— Iloromy, uto Tak yaoOHee, — MUHHUX MOACTABHII JTUII0 MOPCKUM OpbI3ram.
— Hu BbI, HU £, U yX TeM OoJsiee ToCcyAapb HE MPU3HAEM 32 JKEHIMHOM MPpaBo HA yM
U peunTenbHble nelicTBus. baba, oHa u ecTh 0aba: ee AelI0 KPYTUThCA B MOCTENH,
poXkaTh JeTed U NMOJHOCHTh HaM MO Mpa3JHUKAM 4YapKy. 3aMeTbT€ — IOJHOCUTH
Mo4a. Bel Tak ¥ K CBOMM IJIEMSIHHULIAM OTHOCUTECH. CBBICOKA.

— HN? — BopoHIIOB MTHOBEHHO HAMpPATCs, CJIOBHO €ro OOBUHWIIA B YEM-TO
HEJIOCTOMHOM.

— U cHoBa ommbaerecs. Exarepuna PomanoBHa, WM Kak ee ceiiyac Ha3bIBalOT
npu asBope, Exarepuna Marnas, TOnbKO CBOMM yMOM J00bUTa cebe Ooraroro u
PONOBUTOrO MyXa, a 3aTeM CTaja Jydlled NOApyrod ummneparpuusl. pyras —

EnuzaBeta — Oyayum yOoOroil, XpOMOHOTOM M CTpalllHOM, MOAYMHHWIIA BOJIIO U
XKenaHus rocynaps. Tak moueMy Bbl JO CHX MOp CUHMTaeTe UX OE3MO3IJIBIMU
KyKJIamMu?

BopoH110B 00mXeHHO 3acomen:

— Ha uro Bel Hamekaete, Munux? Euie HEMHOro, U Bbl JIOTOBOPUTECH IO
TOT0, YTO KEHILMHA TOXKE YEIOBEK U TOKE IIPABO UMEET.

— A pa3Be HeT?

— A pasBe ga?

Cnop 3amen B Tynuk. BonHbl Ounucek o cBetible O0ka. BpbI3ru ckaThIBaIUCh
0 JIULIaM.

— Xopomo-to kak, Muma! — npumupstome npousHec Munux. M mnocne
nay3bsl 1o6aBui: — A B Culupu Bce-Taku iyyiie!

I'JIABA 18.

B ToT MOMEHT, Korja fxTa HHU3BEPTrHYTOTO HUMIIEpaTopa MOMIIIBIBANIA K
Kponmranry, Ekarepuna nageBana wmyHaup odwuiepa CeMEHOBCKOTO TIOJIKA,



KOTOPBIA JIagHO OOTSAHYN €€ CTPOHHYI0 (Urypy, MOTYEPKHYB COOIa3HUTEIbHBIC
U3rUOBI Tema.

— Xopoma! — I'puropuit o6nsut ee. — Katsi! Karenska! Kak s cockyummncs
no tebe! CkoJbKO HOYEH MPOMYCTHIIH. ..

— Huuero, I'puma! [loTom HaBepcTaem, — OHaA YKJIOHMJIACh OT MAXHYIIUX
tabakoMm ry6. — I[loexamnu!

B npuemnoit ona morpeBokmina Ilanmna u JlamkoBy. JIBoe BiIrOOJIEHHBIX
UCIyTaHHO OTCKOYMJIM APYT OT JApyra, onpasisis Ha cede oaexay. Ekarepuna Manas
IOKpACHENA OT CMYLIEHMUS.

— He cTpiiuce, — noxypuna ee umneparpuna. — Hu 4To Tak He BO30yxaaer
4yBCTBO JIFOOBH, Kak onacHocTh. Hukura MBaHOBHY, 3Ty 3alMCKY HY>KHO II€peaTh B
Cenar. — U npountupoBana: — «'ocrnoga ceHaTopsl, 51 TENEPh BBIXOKY C BOWCKOM,
9TO0 yTBEpAUTH U OOHANEKHUTHh MPECTOJ, OCTABIsAA BaM, SIKO BEPXOBHOMY MOEMY
[IPaBUTENBCTBY, C MOJTHOW JOBEPEHHOCTBHIO MOJ CTPAXKy. OTE€YECTBO, HAPOJ MU ChIHA
MOETO».

U oTkyzaa Tonbko cuibl B3suich? OHa M caMa He 3Hajla OTBETa Ha 3TOT BOIPOC.
OtnoxHyna He Oojee mMojyyaca, MOJATrOHsSEMas CTPACTHBIM JKEIaHHEM KaK MOXHO
CKOpE€ 3aBEPLINTH /110 U YKPENUThCS Ha TpoHe. Jlerkas, crpemutensHas Exarepuna
cOekaza co CTyNEeHEK, MMPOIIa MUMO BBICTPOUBIIUXCS NOJKOB. VI OTHUM MPBIKKOM,
CJIOBHO POJMJIACh B CEJlJIe, BCKOUYMIIA HAa OEJIOro phicaka, ubsi cOpys OblIa yKpalleHa
nyOOBBIMU JINCTBAMU. W BAPYr BCKpHKHYJA OT A0Caibl, 3aMETHUB, YTO Ha ee calJe
HET cepeOpsIHOro TEMJISIKA.

Punysmierocst OpsoBa onepeansl CUMIATUYHBIN yHTEp-0o(uLiep, COPBaBIIMMA €
cabsu cBoM TeMsIK. EkaTepuHa ¢ yJbIOKON MpUHsIIA AParoleHHOE OAHOIICHHUE.

— Kak 30ByT? —OHa C TpyJI0M yAepKHUBaIa ropsuero xepeodra.

— I'puropuii [ToremkuH, Bame BenuyecTBo! — oTBETHI OuULIED.

— 1 3anmomHI0 TEOs1, — mooOerana uMnepaTpuIia.

Exatepuna Topomnuiach BbleXaTh M3-3a TOPOAA, TJ€ MOJIKEH ObLI COCTOSTHCS
napaja nojkoB. Ee He cMmyllana HM HAacTynarollas TEMHOTA, HU JbIM OT KOCTPOB,
MOJTHUMAIOIIHIICS K JeTHeMy HeOy. B coOonbeil manke Ha IIMHHBIX PACITyIIEHHBIX
BOJIOCaxX, C cabJyiel Harojio, OHa OJIMIIETBOpPsIa co0oiM OoruHio mobdeanl. OauH 3a
JIPYTUM IOJIKM IIPOXOJWIN MUMO Hee. Bece 6e3 uckitoueHus Oblu B cTapoit gopme,
OpUHATON ele Bo BpemeHa uaps [lerpa. Hemenkue MyHIAUpBI CKUTamu TyT ke — B
3HAK OCBOOOX/IEHUS OT MPYCCKOIO BIUSHUS.

Oto ObLIa camasl yIMBUTEIbHASI HOUb B €€ )KM3HM. camasl CYacTIuBas, camas
JOJTOXk/IaHHas U camasi BoneOHas. Hous Bnactu u 1100Bu. B rnasax reappeiines
OHA yuTala MyXCckoe BocxuileHue. O00oxaHue, yMHOKEHHOE B COTHH, B JI€CATKH
cotreH pa3. Ceiluac ee XOTeNM BCE MYXKUMHBI, MPUCYTCTBYIOIIHE 371eCh. BHe
3aBUCUMOCTH OT BO3pacTa, MOJIO)KEHHs W TuTysa. JKeHckas cuia, J0JI CHX IOp
JpeMaBIiiasi B HEH, BAPYT MpOoOyAMIach OT JOJITOr0 CHA, CIIOBHO C TeJia U AYIIH criaja
MHOTOJIETHSIS Ienyxa, 1 EkarepuHa npezcrana nepe BCEMH B CBOEM HOBOM OOJIMKE
— CTpOiiHas U CTPEMHUTEIbHAs, BIACTHAS U HEXHAS.



Bce oHM XpuIno BBIKpUKHBAJIM €€ UM, CJIOBHO CBSIEHHOE 3akisatue. U B
KQKJIOM TOJIOCE €M CIIBIMIAJCS MYXCKOW CTOH, MOJIb0a O MHJIOCTH — OBITH PSAJZIOM,
yMmepeTh 3a Hee. Uto 3T0? Marnueckasi cuiia TOJMBI, 3apaKEHHON €IMHCTBEHHBIM
xenanuemM? Mnm oHa cama, Medraromias CKpbITh B JIECY W TPENaThCsl CTPACTU C
MIEPBBIM K€ BCTpEUHbIM. BOH u ['pulliKa movysyl €€ COCTOSIHUE: KPYKHUT KOPIIYHOM,
OTTOHSIS1 HEXKJJAHHBIX conepHuKoB. [TloManu oHa m000ro0 ceiuyac — cpasy MouJeT, aa
elie 1o rpod >ku3Hu OyAeT OJaroJapeH 3a UCKycaHHbIe I'yObl U COPBAHHbIE TIOLICITYH.

ExarepriHa BCTpsIXHYyJIa TOJOBOHM: €€ TPACIO OT HEYTOJEHHOIO IKEJIaHUS.
Co0onps 1Ianka ymnana ¢ roJIOBbl, OKAaTUBLIUCH MO 3emie. M ToTdac ke Ha Hee
HAaKUHYJIKCh KaJIHbIE PYKH, CTPEMACH PACTEP3aTh HA KyCOUKHU. byneT, o yeM rpe3uthb
HOYbIO, IPIKUMas K Ky0aM MyIHIMCThIe KyCOUKH MeXa ¢ TOHKMM apOMAaTOM >KEHCKHUX
ZyXOB.

[Imopsr Brimuck B 6enbie 6oka. JKepeberr BcTan Ha AbIOBI B IEPBOM CyMpaKe
oemoit Houm. OHa ycMHpuUIa €ro OJHUM JBIDKEHHWEM, Kak H mojo0aer
BJIacTUTENbHUIE. M momuanace Brepen, cama HE 3Hasg, KyJda CKA4eT U 3a4eM.
bemenpii puTM CKadyKu HAalOMHMHAJN APYTrOM W3BEUHBIM PUTM, IIOJA HEW B3JparuBall,
BCXpAarnbIBasi, OCPOMHBIN KOHb, a IO IIEKaM TEKJIM CJe3bl cuacThs. Hukorna ona eme
HE YyBCTBOBaJIa ceOs TAaKOM KeJaHHOW U CBOOOHOM!

Bcenen 3a mmneparpuneit yerpemunuck OpiioBbl, @ TaM U OCTAJIBHBIE TOJKH
NOATSHYIUCH. KTO Ha Jomaasax, KTo MEKOM, KTO B 0003aX — BCE OHU MOCJIEIOBAIH
3a Heil. 3aueM? Kto 3naer! IlozBana — u mouwmu! Takolt >kKeHIIMHE MY>KUMHBI HE
3aa10T [IYTIBIX BOIIPOCOB, OHM C PAJIOCTBIO CIEAYIOT €€ MPHUKA3aM.

B tpu yaca Houm BeIHOXNMCH Bce, Kpome Exarepunsl. daxe Opnos, He
BE/IABIIMI paHEE yCTAIOCTH, B3MOJIUJICH:

— IlomunocepactByii, Kats! Jlrogsm Hamo OTIOXHYTH, 1a U Thl HE KEJIE3HAS.
Ona mopgHsIa HA HEero OE370HHBIC Tjla3a, HO, MOJAYMaB, COracHO KuBHYyJa. Kcratm
MOJIBEPHYJICS M TIOCTOSUIBIA JTBOP — O€IHBIN, TPSA3HBIA, HO JTOBOJHHO OOJIBIIOH,
YTOOBI YJaYHO PA3MECTUTh OOJBIIMHCTBO €€ CITyTHUKOB. OCTajabHBIE Pa3MECTHIIHCH
MO/ OTKPBITBIM HEOOM — PYCCKOMY COJIIaTy HE MPHUBBIKATH K MOXOIHOW JKHU3HHU.
Exarepune otBeTmiM camyro yAOOHYIO KOMHATY, TIPUYEM XO35SWH CHadaja HE MOT
MOBEPUTH, UTO CaMa HMIIepaTpUIla CHU30LUIA 10 TOTO, YTOOBI MEPEHOYEBATh B €T0
KJIOTIOBHHKE. YBHUJEB PACTEPSHHOCTh CcTapuka, OpJIOB AOBOJIBHO XJIOIHYJ €ro Io
Jieyy:

— IloBesno Tebe! 3aBTpa mpocHembess OoratbiM! A MBI TOMY
MOCITOCOOCTBYEM.

CrieniHo noy>kKMHau, XOTs BIOPY ObLIO TOBOPUTH O 3aBTPAKe, U JIETJIU CMAaTh.
Exartepuna nexana nojie ['puropus (Toro mgake Ha JFOOOBHBIC JIACKH HE XBAaTHUIIO —
3axpamnen cpa3dy) Ha y3kod kpoBaTu. COH He IIeN, CIHIIKOM BEIUKO OBLIO e
BO30yXKAeHHe. DX, KaObl ellle 3HaTh HaBEpHsIKa O IeHCcTBUAX Myxka! 3Has ero HaTypy,
OHA MOTJIa MPEIINOJIOKUTh, B KaKyl pPacTepPSHHOCTh M 3700y BHAJET YEPTYIIKA,
y3HaB 0 ee MaHudecte. A Hy KaKk HE pacTepsuics B Koe-To Beku?! bosbiie Bcero
uMreparpuily TpeBoxkuia KpoHmraar — ycnen Tanbi3uH onepeauTh UMIIEpaTopa
Wi HeT? Eci HeT, TO TUI0X0 — MX JKIET 3aTsKHAs MEeXyycoOHas BoHA. A y Hee



HEJOCTATOYHO BOEHHBIX MpaB, YTOOBI MPOBECTH YCIEUIHYI0 Kammanuio. Her Hu
pOBUAHTa, HU Ooernpunacos. Bapyr ynaua nepeMeHuTCs1, 4To Toraa?

OHa TUXOHBKO BBICBOOOAMIACH M3-TIOJ TSOKENIOW ['pUIMHON pyKM W BCTasa
00ChIMM HOTaMU Ha X0J0HbIN moi1. JKapko 31eck, aymHo! B okHe cepebpurcs deper
®unckoro 3anuBa. Mckynarecs Obl! M TyT ke 3a7aiack BOIIpOCOM — a YTO MeaeT!
BbICKONB3HET MOTHXOHBKY, OKYHETCS B IPOXJAJAHYIO YHMCTYI0 BOJXYy U OOpaTHO.
HukTo 1 He 3ameTur.

IBepp naxe He ckpunHyna. Kak Obima Oocas, Tak ¥ Mmpouuia Mo oMy,
OeclIyMHO cTynasi, CJIOBHO OOJbIIasi OCTOPOKHAsA KOIIKa. BbICKOIb3HYIA HA yIUILY,
JBIXHYB TIOJHOW TPYJbI0 CBEXXHMH MOPCKOM BO3AyX. HacoBble HE 3aMETHJIU: CIAAKO
CHaJIN, KaK U BCE BOKPYT.

Exatepuna BbIIIIa 3a orpaay, Myrascb HOYHBIX IIOPOXOB M cOexana 1o
KpYTOM TpPOIIMHKE, CKPBITOM B TYCTBIX 3apOCisaX KycTapHuka. [lanee HaumHanoce
MOJTYAJIMBOE IAPCTBO IUJIAKyYWX HMB W TOHKUX, MPUYYUIMBO H3O0THYTHIX Oepes.
CTynHM OIIYTHJIM MOKPYIO 3€pHHUCTOCTH Mecka. EkaTepuHa OrJsiHylach — HET JId
KOTO MOOJU30CTH — U Ha BCSIKUU CIydail CBEpHYJa BIE€BO, B HEOOJBIIYIO OYXTOUKY,
HAJEKHO CHPSITAHHYIO OT JIIOOOMBITHBIX a3, CKUHYJa MPOIBUICHHBIH KOCTIOM Ha
CTBOJI IOBAJIEHHOTO JIEPEBA U MEAJIEHHO, HACIAXKAAsICh KAX/IbIM MTHOBEHUEM, BOILIA
B Boay. lllar 3a miarom, jackoBble BOJHBI OMBIBAJIM €€ TEJO, HAMOJHSS KaXAyHo
KJIETOUKY OOPOCTHIO U HOBBIMM CHUJIAMH.

3neck ExkarepuHa norepsiia cueT BpeMEHU — JieXka Ha BOJIE, OHA CMOTpesia Ha
po3o0Beroliee HeOOo, 3a0bIB CBOM CTPAaXU U COMHEHHUS.

Ha Oepery no-npexxHemy 0b110 THXO0. M30rHYyBIIMCh, KaTsd oTxana niuuHHbIE
BOJIOCHI U BAPYT ychblllIajia 1o3aau ce0s nmpelaTesbCKuil XpycT BeTKU. Bee-Taku 0e3
cormisiaraeB He obonuiock. Ho moueMy-To oHa coBceM He 0osIach!

— Kr0 3mecp? — cnokoiiHo cpocuia ona. — Beixou!

B 3apocnsax mocneimanocs ucmyranHoe comenue. M Ha Oepery okazaincs
0e3ychlil COJJAaTUK, IMOYTH elle peOCHOK, MPHUKPHIBAIOIIMNA CPaMHOE MECTO
BCIIOTEBIIKMMHU JafomkaMu. [1o MOKpsIM BoJiocaM crekana Boja. «loxe Kymancs, —
nonymana Exarepuna. — A motom MeHS yBHUIET U Opo0est. XOpOIIEeHbKHI-TO KaKoii,
I'ocioau! Monoko co cmertanoii! M-M, Tak Obl 1 cbeal».

— Wnu crona, — THUXO 103Bajia OHa, CIbllIa, KaKk TPOMKO ObETCs ee cepale.

[TapHuika MOJ4a MOBHHOBAJCH, IS/ HA HEE, KAaK TEJIEHOK, Y3pEBLIUI CBOIO
MaMKy.

— Pyku otbiMH, — OH momotan rojaoBod. — OTeiMH, 5 ckazana!l Bugums,
cama nepez ToO0H CTOX0, KaK €CTbh, U HE CTECHSIOCH.

OH XaJHO OrJIAJEN UMIEpPaTpUIly: TOHKYIO Talluio, KpyThie, ynpyrue Oenpa,
OBIIIHBIE TPYIU C COCKaMU-STOAKAaMH, a TIOTOM, a TIOTOM YCTaBWJICA Ha KyJpPSBBIN
nonmepcrok. U mokpacHen. Ilodemy-TO MMEHHO 3TOT PyMSIHEI U PACTONHI €€
cepaue...

— V T1e0s KEeHIIWHBI ObUTN? — JACKOBO CIPOCHIJIA OHA, TOJOWUIS COBCEM,
omu3ko. OTBena ero pyku, 3ay1it000BaBIINCh HEOObE3IKEHHBIM sxepedeHkoM. KoTopsiii
BOT-BOT CTAHET MOTYUYUM KepeOrioM. — bpimn?



Mosuanue — 3HaKk OTpuUaHus. HUKTO W3 )KEHIIUH HE KacaJcs 3TOW TIaJKOU
KOXXA C JIETKMM HEBUHHBIM INYIIKOM, HHUKTO HE BIHBAJCAd MOPOYHBIM PTOM B
HEBUHHBIE MOTYypacKkpbIThie ryObl. HUkTO HE packpeiBasicsa nepen HuM. Kak crmaako
OBITh MIEPBOIA.

3actonaB, EkaTepuHa npuTsAHyNa MapHULIKY K ceOe, mprokajia U MOTsSHYyJa 3a
c000i1 Ha MOKPBI IIePIIaBbIM MECOK.

...YTpEHHsI 3aps OCBETHIIA CIUIETEHHBIE TEIA.

— 4 otnmam 3a Bac KU3Hb, Ballleé BEIMYECTBO! — mpoluenTan ciaydyalHbId
JTH000BHUK-MAJIbYHK.

ExarepuHa JIeTKo MOJHSIACH M Hayasa CHEIIHO OEBAThCH.

— Ocrass ee cebe, Mol xopommii! Thl ¥ Tak oIapuia MHE Jiydliliee, 4YTo B Te0e
€CTb.

HenoymeHHO OH cuzen Ha ecke:

— Yro s momapun?

Exartepuna o0epHynach, YTOOBI MOCMOTPETh HA HETO B MOCIIEIHUMN pa3:

— Hckpennocts! D10 Tak peako Bcrpedaercs!

I'JIABA 109.

— Tw1 e Ob1a? — BCTpeTHI e BompocoM [ puropuii. Mbl yxke XOTenu OUTh
TPEBOTY.

ExareprHa npOoLIMBITHYJIa MUMO HETO:

— Kynanacs!

— Opna? —OpJ10B MO103pUTEIBHBIM B3IJISIIOM OIIyTIaJ €e.

— Pa3zymeercs, — ynbiOHynach B otBeT Exarepuna. — Xortena te0s m03BaTh,
HO ThI TaK KPEIKO CHa...

Ecom I'puma 4ro-TO M 3aMeTWi, TO pelIMi HE 3aTeBaTb CCOPYy — HE 10
OBITOBBIX CKJIOK. XOTSl Y4TO-TO B HEW OMPEAENIEHHO MEPEMEHUIIOCh CO BUEPAILHETrO
nusi. To nu BIacTh B rofioBy yAapuia, To Ju... M3menuna? YUro 3a raynocts! 3aech?
Hau ¢ xkem? Iloka3zanocs, HaBepHOE.

— A 3auem wuckamu? — Exarepuna cnemHo mepeoaeBaiach B
IPUTOTOBJICHHBIA 3apaHee MYKCKOW KOCTIOM. OpJIOB HEJIIOBKO KOCHYJICS Y3KOU
cnuHbl. — OctaBs, ['pumal

C Heit ToyHO 4TO-TO HE TO. OH MpUKa3zy-Mpockde Bee ke nmocienonai. Oromen
Ha 6e30MacHOe PacCTOSIHUE M Havall JI0KJIabIBaTh:

— IIpubsun BoponnoB 1 Munux. TpeOyroT TBOeH ayaueHIIUH.

— Ax, tpebyror! Toraa Hafgo yBaxkuTh TpeboaHue. UTo emie rirynod 6ade
octaetcs? [IpoBoau ux crona. [locMoTpuM Ha TeX, KTO UTPAET B MOOEAUTEIIEH.

[IepBoe ke BHEYaTIEHHWE OT HE3BAHBIX T'OCTEM cpa3y KE paccesyio HOYHbIC
comHenus. Kem-kem, a mobenurensmu BoponmoB u Munux nHe BeiTisienu. Ckopee,
OecripaBHBIMU yYaCTHUKAaMU BHE3AITHOM Tpareauu.

— Bame... BennuecTtBo, — cnotkHyjcs BoponuoB. — Mbl npulObum ¢
CEKPETHBIM MOPYYEHUEM OT UMIIEPATOPA.



ExareprHa HaCMENIIMBO ITOCMOTpPENA HA HUX!

— ['ocniona, nmopydenue, TaHHOE JBOMM, MTHOBEHHO CTAHOBHUTCS JTOCTOSIHUEM
rnacHoctu. Bac aeiictBurensHo nocnan [lerp @enopouu?

Ot BopoHIIOBa HE YKpPBUIOCH, C KaKUM omep3eHueM ExarepuHa mpou3Hecsa
uMs cynpyra. M1 oH 3amymancs, CTOMT JU BECTH UTPY IPHU CTOJIb IUIOXUX KapTax.
Pazymeercs, ueprymka ux HUKyga He noceuiai. PasBe yto k uepry. Korma onum
ye3xaiu, ObIBIIMI Tocynapb cnaji B CBOei cnayibHe. PsioM noBepuiin ObITH TOJIBKO
EnuzaBete, X0Ts TOM TOXke XOTenoch yUTH. [lopydenue onu mpuaymanu cebe camu,
CTpeMsICh pa3Be/laTh 00CTAHOBKY M BBITPEOOBATH ISl ce0s rapaHTHH 0€30MaCHOCTH.
Moskert, cka3zath Ha yiucTOoTy? HeT, nmoka paHo.

— MBI XOTUM NpPEJIOKUATh BaM pa3ziell BIACTH, — BBINAIWIA OHU Ha Mapy C
Munuxom. 1 He moBepunu cBouM rnazaMm: ExareprHa xoxoraa.

— Uro? HaBepHOE, He paccibiiiana. YTo Bbl XOTUTE MHE NPEIOKUTH? Pa3aen
KaKOW BJIACTH, TO3BOJIbTE CIIPOCUTh?

[IpaBuibHOEe pemieHue mpunwio cpasy. Iletp — oteirpanHas ¢urypa.
Exarepuna — nacrosimee u Oynymee Poccun. Ee pemuTenbHOCTh U yBEPEHHOCTD
BBITOJIHO OTJIMYAJIMCHh OT UCTEPUK 4epTywKku. [Ipusnarscs, n Boponuos, lu Munnx
OT HUX NOpSJIKOM ycTanu. byae, uro 6yner!

Boponnios nosanuiics eit B Horu. Cinegom OyxHysicss MuHuUX.

— Marymka! Exarepuna! Tebe — eIWHCTBEHHON W 3aKOHHOW TOCYJIapbIHE
npucsaraeMm. He Benu Ka3HUTH, BEJH CIIOBO MOJIBUT.

Ha nune wumnepaTpuipl 3acTbUIO HENPOHULAEMOE BbIpakeHue. Hu oaun
YeJIoBeK ceiyac Obl He Jorajanics, Kakas pajgocTh Oyuryer B ee ayuie. [Ipeanoxenue
0 paszelse BIACTH — A3TO MOJiHAA U 0e30roBopoyHasi KanuTyisiuus. OHa BbIUTpana.
OcTaeTcss OJHO — apecT 4YepTyLIKH, €ro OTPEYEeHHWE OT NpPecToja, U €€ IpaBa
MOJIHOCTBIO cOOM0IeHbl. HUKTO HE mocMeeT ynpeKkHyTh €€ B UX OTCYTCTBUU!

B xomHuary nipomten ['puropuii. Haknonwics Kk po30BOMy yIIKY U €1Ba
CJBIIIHO ITPOIIETTAI:

— Kponurranr Ha TBoe# ctopone! ["apHH30H 3anmpeTit Bbe3a Lapro!

— I'ne ceituac Haxoautcs [letp denopoBuy?

— B Opanuenbayme, — otBeTHI MUHUX.

— He c6exur?

— Kyna 6exatp-T0? — 3aman putopudeckuii Bornpoc BopoHmoB. — Yk
HabOerarcs!

— Uro x, nummute, rpad. Bor u cociyxute ciyx0y. — Cmakys Kaxaoe
cioBo, ExkareprHa Hauana IMKTOBATH TEKCT, JABHO BbIyUYECHHBIN €10 HaU3yCcTh. — «B

KpaTKoe BpeMs MPaBUTEIHCTBA MOETO JEpkKaBHOTO PoccuiickuMm rocyaapcTBOM
CaMbIM JIeJIOM y3HaJ sI TATOCTh W OpeMms, ChjlaM MOWM HECOTJlacHOe, 4To0 MHE He
TOKMO CaMOJIEP>KaBHO, HO U KaKUM ObI TO HU OBLJIO 00pa30M MPaBUTEILCTBO BIAACTh
Poccuiickum rocyaapcTBOM... TOTO pajy MMOMBICIUB, sl caM B cebe OecpucTpacTHO U
HEMPUHYKJIEHHO Ype3 CHe OOBSBIAI0 HE TOJBKO BCceMy PoccuiickoMy rocynapcTBy,
HO u llenomy cCBeTy TOpPXKECTBEHHO, YTO 5 OT MPABUTEIBCTBA Poccuiickum



roCcyJIapCTBOM Ha BECh BEK MOM oTpuuarocs». Bot, kaxercs, u Bce. OCcTanoch TOIbKO
MMOAITNCH IOCTABUTD.

— Ilpukaxere AO0CTaBUTH? — yCIYKJIMBOCTh BOpoHIIOBA, TOX0XKE, HE 3HAA
rpaHull.

Hemnoro nogymag, umrieparpuiia 0Tka3asach.

— Cama nocrasiro.

— Ho Bame BennuecTBo, Tak Henb3si! — CllayKEHHBIN MY>KCKOW XOp 3aCTaBUI
UMIIEPATPUILy HAXMYPUTHCS.
— Ilouemy? — a mpocCTOil KEHCKHIl BONPOC BBEN MPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX B

COCTOSIHUE TTyOOKON 3aIyMUYUBOCTH. A JICHCTBUTENIBHO, TIOYEMY HEb3sI?

Mecth — 0:110/10, KOTOPOE CIIEAYET M0AaBaTh XOJIOIHBIM, — KaXETCs, UMEHHO
TaK JIIOOWT BBIPAXKATHCA AHTIMUCKMA mocHaHHUK. OJHAKO BEXJIWBBIA U
BOCIIUTAHHBIN YEJIOBEK, OCBOMBILINN HAYKY MOJIMTECA, HUKOT/AA HE CTAHET €CTh 3TO
0JIF0/10 caM, a MOPYYHUT APYTroMy. MCTUTB C OTKPBITHIM 3a0pajioM KaK-TO HE IPHHSTO:
JydIIie 9epe3 KOro-TO U Ha PaCCTOSIHUM, YTOOBI OBITh BHE MTOJ03PEHUMA, €CIU 9TO. BOT
3TO OCTOPOXKHOE «ecnu uTo» Exareprna u He moHuMasna. B naHHblif MOMEHT €ii ObLIO
MaJjio OJIepKaHHOW MOoOeabl, OHAa MedTaya 0 OosbiieM. Eif XxoTenock camoii yBUIETh,
KaK HU3BEPTHYTHIN Trocyapb COOCTBEHHOPYYHO MOAMKUCHIBAET YKa3 00 oTpeueHuu. 1
JICJI0 1aKe He B MeCTU (XOTSA U B Hel Toxke). OICHUTh CHIIbI IPOTHBHUKA — BEJIUKOC
uckycctBo. OHa xorena, yToObl [leTp ciomaics u nepectan ObITh OMACHBIM ISl €€
3apokaaronieiics Biactu. Ho Maino »xenath, HEOOXOIMMO B 3TOM YOEIUTHCS. 3Mes He
NPUYMHUT BpeAa TOJBKO TOTJa, KOTJla Yy Hee BBIPBEIIb SIOBUTHIE 3yObl. MOXKHO,
KOHEYHO, JOBEPUTH ATy OINEpalyio JIPyromMy 4YeJOBEKY, HO rie rapaHTus. Yto oH
cnenaetr Bce, kak Hano?! Hukakod rapantun HeT. B caMbIX OTBETCTBEHHBIX
curyanusax ExkareprHa npeanouuTana AEMCTBOBATh PEIIUTEIBHO U CAMOCTOSATEIBHO.
Tak HamexHee u criokoitHee. [letp — nenmukaTtHas npobiema. U pemats ee mpuaercs
TOXE €. bega B TOM, YTO HHMKTO W3 MPHUCYTCTBYIOIIMX HE MOHHUMAl WCTHHHBIX
MOTHBOB TakoOro pemeHus. B rma3zax OkpyXaBIIMX €€ MYXXYHH HMIEpaTpuila
IpoYnTaIa COUyBCTBHE K HECYACTHOMY UEPTYIIKE: JECKaTh, TOpBatach 0abOHBKA 10
BJIACTH, TENEPh U HAJ MYKECHbKOM PEIINIIA MOKYPAXKUTHCS, B OTMECTKY 34 IPOILIbIE
06upl. Huuero-to oHn HE TOHUMAKOT, OHO U MIOHATHO: y 6a0bl yM THOKHI U TIETIKUH,
a y MY)KUHUHBI... Y MyXYUHBI, KAKAM Obl YMHBIM OH HU OBbLJI, BCS COOOPa3UTEIBHOCTh
HaXOJAWUTCs HIDKE mosica. B mo0oii MOMEHT MosKeT oTKa3aTh. M Beab oTkazana — wu3
PEBHOCTHU U OTPAHUYEHHOCTH.

— Iloeny cama. Ho Bpywats mokymeHT OyayT Pasymomckuit u OpioB. S
CKpOIOCh B cocemHer komHare. Ha Beskui ciayyad M OT rpexa mnoaajiblie, —
MOJIBITOKMIIA O€CCMBICICHHBIA pa3roBop ExarepwHa, MpoJAEeMOHCTPUPOBAB K TOMY
K€ 4yJeca JKEHCKOM JIOTUKUA. — [ OTOBBTECH K OTHE3Y.

Bmecre ¢ HuMm yBsa3anca M BOpOHIOB, BEIOMBIM JIMYHOW KOPBICTHIO,
W3BECTHOM TOJIBKO €My OJHOMY. B mopore nenanum KOpOTKHE NPUBAJbI, BO BpEMs
KOTOpBIX EkareprHa HEHW3MEHHO OTMaluMBaiach, aymas O cBoeM. ['puropui,
HEIJIOX0 W3YYWBINWK JTIOOOBHHUITY, MPHUKa3ajdl OCTAIbHBIM HE MPHUCTYNaTh K HEU C



paccnpocamu: korja Exkareprna npeamounTaet moObITh HaeIWHE ¢ COOOH, TydIIe ei
HE MEIAaTh.

B Opanuenbaym BbeXxajau THXO, HECMOTPS Ha MHOTOYHCIEHHOCTH OTpsiaa. B
nocieqHuii MoMeHT OpJIOB MIPUXBATHII C COOOM CaMbIX TIPOBEPEHHBIX TBAp/ICHIIEB HAa
TOT cilydaid, ecnu mnpuaercs Opath aopen mrypmoMm. Ho oGomnuiocs 0€3 KpoBH:
OXpaHbl TOYTHM HE ObLIO, a Te, KTO CTOSUI Ha YacaxX, MTCHOBEHHO MPUCITHYJIH
uMrieparpunie. Bo aBopue wnapuna IJI0XO CKpbIBaéMas CyMaroxa M IUIOXO
CKpBIBAEMOE MAapOJEpPCTBO. KAXKIbIA W3 CIYr CTapajcsi Ha BPEMS CKPBIThCH,
npuxBaTUB ¢ coOOM 4yTO-HMOYnb 1eHHoe. [losiBnenue Ekarepunbl oKa3anoch
0I00HO Pa3phIBY BPAXKECKOro sijipa. Takoro ucxojia, moxoxe, HUKTO He 0XKHIall.

— MapoaepoB cpasy Bematb! OcTanbHbIX OTIYCTUTH! — MpuHKa3ana oHa MO
J0pore K TIOCyJapeBbIM NOKOsSM. — Pa3Benu JeHTAE€B M NPHWKUBAIOK. TOIIHO
CMOTpETH!

VY nBepeii B cnanpHIO ExaTeprHa OCTaHOBWIACK!

— JHanbmie camu. A wmHe croga EnuzaBery npuBenurte. JlaBHO cBoeil
bpeitmnabl HE BUenal

Ona cmokoitHO ycenach B KaOMHeTe, OTMETUB Mpo cedst, uto Iletp sBHO He
YTPYKAQJICA TOCYIapCTBEHHBIMU 3a00TaMU: CTOJ TMOKPBIT CJIOEM MbUIM |
BBICOXIIIMMU YEPHUJIbHBIMU IS THAMH, MIEPhsI CIOMAaHbl, KHUTH U3Ta)KEHbI U 3aJIS1aHbl
BUHOM. Dy!

B yrany mocnblmancs mopox W Brepen BbicTynuia jdrooumen Iletp — Herp
[Tbep Hapuucc c 6enoit 60510HK0M MOKH MOJT MBITITKOM.

— Tak-tak, — Beceso MpoTsAHyJIa uUMIepaTpula. — A s Bcerzaa rajgana, Kak
BBITTIAIUT 3¢UOI, Korja oH Oienneer. Teneps BUXKY. ThI-TO Uero ucmyrayics?

— C-c-cubupu, — BbigaBui Hapuuce, a cobadonka, muagyie, TapkHyaa. —
Tam xomogHo.

— XonoaHo, — cornacuiack Exarepuna. — U1 uro?

— He xo4y, 4T00 X070/1HO, — IO (PUOJETOBOMY JIUILy TMOTEKJIHA CIE3bl. —
Marymika Exarepunal OH ke TaMm He BBIACPKUT U JIHS!

— Kt0?Ilec?

— Ilerp ®enopoBuu.

— Bor, 4To 11€HI0 B JIOX, TaK 3TO MPEIaHHOCTh, — 3aJyMUYHUBO COOOIIHIA
Exarepuna. — He mnaus, B Cubups He noenetre. B Pomie xutk Oynere. /[Baanarth
ceMb BepcT ot [letepOypra. A ceituac caenaii-ka MHe Kode, 1a TOKperye.

Kak wmano HyxHO »3duomny s cyacTesa: BMecto Cubupu — Poma.

CuactnuBblii Hapiyicc B MrHOBEHHE OKa OOEpHYJICS: Ha 30J0TOM IOJHOCE CTOSUIN
Ko(eHHUK, caxapHHIIa, Yallka ¢ OJI0/IEM.

— Monogen! — noxBanuna uMmieparpuiia, monpoOOBaB CBEXe3aBaPEHHBIN
koe. — 3HaTHBIA HanuTOK roroBuiib! WMau, cobupait Bemu Iletpa ®@enopoBuya.
Ckopo noefere.

Ona cHOBa HaIoOJIHWJIA MaJICHBKYIO YalllKy, U y»€ MOJHEecHa ee K rydam, Kak
BJIPYyI W3 CHAJIbHU pAa3Jaics >KUBOTHBIM BU3I, NOXOXKHMW Ha mopocsuui. Pyka
JEPHYJIACh, U ApOMATHAs KUIAKOCTb IPOJIWIACH HA CTOJI.



B Ty ke cekyHIy NBepb pacnaxHyjaach, U 03BepeBIINi OpJIOB BBIBOJOK 3a
BOJIOCHI BU3Kallyto BoponuoBy. Ero mpasast pyka Obuia mpoKyIlIeHa B IByX MECTaXx.

— Kak cobaka Oerienas, — psBKHYJ [ puropuii u CKpbUics B CHaJIbHE.

Boponnosa siexxana Ha noJty, IOCKyJIUBasi, CJIOBHO JaBelHsss Moxu. Tonbko ¢

oosonke y ExaTepunbl ObLIO cOCTpajaHue, a K 3TOM JIEBKE HUKAKOTO — JIMIIb
Ope3rJIMBOCTh U OTBpAIlCHUE.

— Hy, 3gpaBctByd, EnuszaBera. JlaBHO HE BHIEIUCH, — IMpOIETA
UMIepaTpuiia.

BopoHuoBa HeBepsilie MogHsAIa IPA3HYIO TOJOBY CO CIYTAHHBIMU BOJIOCAMM.
CBepkHynu 3HaKOMbIe OpriuanThl. EkaTepuna 3510 npUIlypuiiach:

— Buxy, uto Mecto Moe Tebe mokost He AaeT. Jlaxke B mIKaTyJKax yKe ycrena
nopeiTbes. Kamenrku 6015HO 3HAKOMBIE.

CroBHO BO cHe, (ppeitnnHa Havana cHUMaTh OpwtuanTsl. [loamnonsna k cromy
¥ aKKyPaTHO MOJIOXKUJIa OJIECTALLYI0 KYUKY Ha IMOJAHOC.

— To, uTo ¢ My»em MouM crulb, s Tede mpoctuia. [Ipoctuina u creck TBOKO
IIynyro: yiepOHbIM JioasiM bor yma He maet. J[ake BOPOBCTBO TBOE COPOYBE U TO
roroBa 3a0biTh. Ho ognoro tebe, Enuzasera, cmyctuth He mory... — Ekarepuna
HaKJIOHWIACch Brepen. — To, 4To Thl U MOIO Cyab0y, U cyabOy Moero pebGeHka
ocMmenuiiach pemartb. Trl k10, bor Ha 3emie?

— Ilomanaure, Bame BenuuectBo! — 3axyeOHynach cie3amMmu BopoHioBa. —
Uept MeHs momyTall, 3aKpyKujach rojosa ot itooBu k [lerpy @enoposuuy.

— JIro6oBb, roBopuilib? — ExarepuHa cmakoBaia Ko(eiHbI pa3roBop. —
JIto60Bb MHOTOE 00BsiIcHAET. Pa3 Tak noOuIlb €ro, TO HE CTaHy Bac pasilyyarb. B
[nuccenpOyprekoit KpenocTu MHOro Mecra. Bam 1BOMM — XBaTHT.

Boponnosa mosgaina, omenoMIIeHHas CTOJIb NE€YaIbHOW MEPCIEKTUBOM.

— Kcrath... — npogomxuiack 6e3:xanocTHas nmeiTka. — Bcee poacTBeHHUKH
OTPEKIHUCH OT TeOs. Tak 4To KpoMme JIF0OMMOT0 HUKOTO HE 0CTaJIOCh.

B 3TO0T MOMEHT U3 cniasibhu BhIien OpioB.

— Iloxnucan, Baiie BeIM4ecTBO. be3 eanHoro ciaosa.

[Tonmuce Ilerpa oxonuarensbHO cinomana BoponuoBy. Ecnm go 3toro ona
HaJieslach Ha 4yJlo, TO Telepb MOHsIA: HyX HO cracath ceds. C ummnepatopom —
KOHUY€eHO. [IpoBecTH 0CTaTOK XKU3HU B TFOPEMHOM KaMepe €l He XOTEJI0Ch, COXPAHSITh
BEPHOCTh YYXKOMY YEJIOBEKY — TOXE. 3aJUBasCh Cl€3aMH, OHAa Haydajla LEJI0BaTh
3anbUICHHBIE canioru EkaTepuHBI:

— Bame BemuuectBo, npoctute! He BuHOBaTas s, OH caM Tak XOTed.
[Tomaaute! O6 0JTHOM JUIITB TIPOIITY.

— BoT u xoHUMNack cpasy Bcs JIH000BB, — C TPYCThIO 3ameTmiia ExarepuHa.
— B pagocTtu oHu BMecTe, a B mevanu U rope — MnooauHouke. ['puma, nepenaii ee
nspae. [IpennuceiBato Tebe ocTaBaThCs MOA JoMamHUM apectoM. Ilocne pemmM, 4to
¢ Heu fenaTh. MOXKeT, elle U 3aMyX BbIAauM. Bapyr KTO NOJIBCTUTCS.

Korna BoponnoBy yBenu, umnepaTtpuiia oOpaTtuiia ycraioe auio Kk OpioBy:

— Kak oH npunsii usBectue?



— Kak aurte manoe, koropoe ocraBuin 0e3 ciankoro. [lonasnen, neyanex u
nbsH. 1 ouens ucnyras.

— Tb1 coob1un eMy 0 MOEM peleHnuu ?

— Jla. Ckazas, 4TO OTHBIHE OH TOCYJAApPCTBEHHBIH Y3HUK, UYb€ BPEMEHHOE
npucranuiie B Porre. Ha octansHOoe — Bosisg bora u TBOS.

— UYrto x, 37ech HaM OoOJblIe JAenaTb HEYero, HY>KHO BO3BpAIlllaThCs B
[leTepOypr, — oOHa BcTajla M3-3a CTOJAa U BIPYr 3aMETUJIa B JABEPSIX TPACYILIErOCs
MyXKa.

— Kars!

Ona ¢ y)XacoMm OTIIATHYJIaCh OT 3TOTO MpHU3paka, B ybel yracarouieil cyanoe
€Il YrabIBAJIOCh €€ MOCThIHOE MPOIILIOe, 0 KOTOPOM OHA XOTela 3a0bITh. ['ocnoau,
U C 3TUM YEJIOBEKOM OHa JieJujia KpOB, CTOJ U JIOXkKE. ITOMY 4esloBeKy nepea borom
oHa o0erana ObITh BEpHOU U JTH00sIIEH. MaIeHbKUH, KATKUN YEITOBEUCK C UCTTUTHIM
JUIIOM W B3MJISI0M yOuinbl. boliTech CBOMX jKeNaHWl, OHU MOTYT HWCIIOJTHHUTHCS,
cKazana el korma-to umneparpuna Enuzasera. TaiiapiM sxenannem Exarepunsl Obiia
MecTh. I BoT oHO mcnoiHuiIochk. Ho kakoil nenoit! biarogo okasanochk XOJIOIHBIM,
HEBKYCHBIM M OY€Hb TsKEJIbIM. HUKaKoM pagocT U yA0BOJIBCTBUS, TOIBKO KEJTAHHUE
MOCKOpEe YUTHU U HE BUAETh €r0 — CKOTa B YEJIOBEYECKOM OOJINYbBE.

— Kars!

['puropuit akKkypaTHO KauuisiHyJ1. YepTylika MrHOBEHHO MTOHSIJT U U3MEHUI
CBOE K Hel oOpalieHue:

— Bame BennuectBo! Ecnu He XoTuTe caenaTh yMUPAIOUIETO Y€IOBEKa YxkKe
emie OoJjiee HECUACTHBIM, MoKaleWte MeHs. [laliTe MHE €IUHCTBEHHOE YTEIIeHHE,
KOTOpoe y MeHs ectb — EnmsaBery PomanoBny. (Exarepuna momuana.) Tem Bbl
cienaere OdYeHb Ooubloe OmarojestHue i Bamiero npasieHus. (ToHkue OpoBH
UMIIEPATPHIIBI TTPE3PUTEIHLHO M30THY/IMCH.) U emie ... mporury Bame BennyecTBO HE
TPETHPOBATh MEHsI KaK Y»KacHOTO 3JI0jes, 1 HUKorJa Bac He oOmxkair. (Ha rmagkom
710y TOSBWJIACh TOpbKas MOPIIWHKA.) 3HAs Balle BEIMKOIYIIWE, MPOIIY CPOYHO
oTmycTuTh MeHs1 ¢ BopoHnioBoii B ['epmannio. bor 00s3arensHO BaM  OTIUIATHTH, a S
HAaBCErla OCTAHYCh BAIMM CJIIyIOW. Bbl MOXET MHE NOBEPATH. Sl HE IMOAyMaro0 U HE
CI€Jar0 HUYEro NIPOTHUB BaILIETO MPABJIEHUE.

— Bce? —xonoano cripocuna ExarepuHa.

— Bce, — pacrepsiaHo nnoarBepaui [lerp.

Exarepuna yBugena Pa3ymoBckoro u 3HakoM  MoOJ03Bajla €ro kK ceoe.
Oobpamatees K ['puropuro eif mokazanoch HEMPUIUYHBIM.

— Kupunn I'puropseBud, nepenaiite, noxanyicra, Ilerpy degopoBuuy o
TOM, 4YTO €ro TIpock0a coBepmieHHO HeBo3MoxHA. OctaBuTh ¢ HUM EnmszaBery
BopoH110By — 3Ha4WT, y3aKOHWUTH MO30PHYIO JTIOOOBHYIO CBS3b M JIaTh MHUILY IS
pasroBOpOB, YEro s MO3BOJIUTH HE MOry. JTo mepBoe. Bropoe. Ocoba, 0o KOTOpoOi
npocut Ilerp @enopoBry, OTKas3anach IMOCIEAOBATh 32 HUM U B JIAHHBIA MOMEHT
Haxoautcs Ha mnytu B llerepOypr. U, nakoneu, tperbe. Coobuute Iletpy
®enopoBUUy, YTO B €ro MOJIO)KEHUHW HE CTOUT THEBUThH MOE HMMIIEPATOPCKOE
BeJnuecTBO. HepemmurenbHOCTh — yJien raynioB. OTHBIHE OH — rOCyAapCTBEHHbBIN



y3HUK, U CyAp0a ero OyJeT pemaTbCsi B COOTBETCTBHHM C €r0 MPECTYIUICHUSIMH
npotuB Poccun.

W Bpiuia, nepka cnuHy. XOTA 3TO JAJNOCh OYEHBb TSKENO. bousblle HUKAaKOU
MeCTH U KpoBHU. OCTaTOK CBOEM >KM3HM depTyiika npoBeaeT B LnmuccensOyprekoit
KPEIOCTH, Ky1a €ro Mocie €€ KOpOHALUU J0CTaBAT u3 Pommm.

OHna pemmna.

3HAYUT, TOMY TaK U ObITb.

I'JIABA 20.

«B cenpMol JneHb TOCIE€ NPUHITHS HAIIErO0 NPEcToja BCEPOCCHUHCKOTO
MOJTyYWJIH MBI U3BecTHE, uTo ObIBIINI nMmneparop Iletp Il 0ObIKHOBEHHBIM, TpeXxe
YacTO CIIYYaBLIMMCS €My IPHUIIAJKOM TeMOPPOMAMYECKUM BIAT B MPEXKECTOKYIO
KOJMKY. Yero paau, He mpe3upas JOJTY HAIIEr0 XpUCTUAHCKOTO U 3allOBEIN CBATOM,
KOTOPOIO MBI OJIOJIKEHBI K COOTIOACHUIO KU3HU OJIMKHETO CBOET0, TOTYAC TOBEJIEIH
OTIPABHUTh K HEMY BCE, YTO MOTPEOHO OBUIO K MPEIYyNPEKICHUIO CPEICTBA U3 TOTO
NPUKJIIOUEHUS, OMACHBIX B 3[PAaBUU €0 U K CKOPOMY BCIIOMOKEHHUIO BpaueBaHHEM.
Ho, x kpailHemy HalieMy HOpHUCKOPOMIO M CMYIIEHHMIO CEpAlla, BUYEPAIIHEro IHS
MOJIYYHJIA MBI APYToe, 4YTO OH BOJICIO BCeBbIIHEro bora ckoHuancsa. Yero paau Mel
MOBEJIENIA TEJI0 €ro MPHUBE3TH B MOHACThIpb HeBckuil st morpebeHus B TOM Ke
MOHACTBIPE, & MKy TEM BCEX BEPHOIOAAAHHBIX BO30YK/Ia€M U YBEIIEBAEM HAIllUM
UMIIEPATOPCKUM U MAaT€PHUM CIIOBOM, Ja0bl O€3 3J10MaMsTCTBA BCETO MPOLIEAIIETO C
TEJIOM €ro MOocJieJHEE YUUHUIIN MPOILAHKE U O CIIACEHUH JYIIU €ro ycepAHble K bory
npuHoCcUJIM MOJUTBBI. Cue xe Obl HeYasHHOE B CMepTU ero boxkue ompeneneHue
OPUHUMAIN 3a MPOMBICI €ro OO0KECTBEHHBIH, KOTOPHIH OH CyAbOaMu CBOUMHU
HEUCTIOBEIUMBIMHU HaM, MPECTOIY HAlleMy U BCEMY OTEUECTBY CTPOHUT IYTEM, €ro
TOJIKO CBSITOM BOJIE U3BECTHBIMM.

Coo0mieHne O CMEpPTH CBEPTHYTOrO HMMIIEpAaTOpa BHI3BAJIO HOBYIO BOJIHY
pa3roBOpPOB M CIUIETEH MpH ABOpe. K[OYHO HE W3BECTHO, KAKOE y4acTHE IPpUHUMAJa
UMIEpaTpHIla B ’TOM COOBITHH, HO, CKOPEH BCETro, MMEHHO OHA J1ajia paclopsiKeHHE
youtb myxa». «He BbI3bIBA€T COMHEHHMsI, 4TO, KpoMe OpJIOBBIX, HUKTO B yOUICTBE
ydactusi He npuHuMai». «Kakas KapTUHA JJI1 HapoJa M KaKoe XJIaJHOKPOBUE HAJO
uMetb! C ogHoit croponsl, BHYK IleTpa | cBeprHyT u your, ¢ Apyroil — BHYK Laps
MBana 3akoBaH B KaHJajlbl, a NpHUHIIECCA AHXAJIbTCKas 3aXBaThIBA€T KOPOHY HX
IPEAKOB, U Mepes BOCXOXKICHUEM €€ Ha TPOH COBEepIIaeTcs IapeyOouicTBo. S He
nymatro, yto EkarepunHa kpoBoxkagHa W 3aMemiaHa B yOwiictBe waps... Ho
MMIEpPATPULIA HE CMOXKET OTAENATbCS OT MOJIO3PEHUN W To30pa»... lIpo mosop
Exarepuna He nymana. C TOro MOMEHTA, Kak €d nepeaail CKOMKaHHYIO 3alUCKy OT
Anekcess OpioBa, oHa Tep3ajiaCh B COMHEHHUSX. JIOBOJIbHA JM OHAa MOJOOHBIM
MOBOPOTOM MCTOpPUHU, M YTO JeNaTh C HE3aJawIMBBIMHU yOwuiiliamu. BHOBb ¥ BHOBb
oHa uyuTasa Tpu nuckMa OpnoBa u3 Pommm, nbITasch HAWTH B KOPOTKUX
MOJyTPAMOTHBIX CTPOUYKaX KeJlaeMble OTBETHI:



«Mamywra Munocmusas I ocyoapuvins, 30pagcmeosams 8am, Mbl 8Ce JHceaaem
Hewemuvle 200bl. Mvl menepb no OmMnyck ce2o NUCbMA U CO 6CEI0 KOMAHOOIO
O1a20N0NYHbL, MONLKO YPOO HAUL OYeHb 3amemoe u cxeamuna Eeco neuasannas
KOJUKA, U 5l ONACEeH, YmoO OH Ce20OHAUIHIO HOYb He yMep, a OoNbuie Oonacarocy,
umob ne oorcun. Ilepsas onacnocmo 015 mo2o, Ymo oM 8ce 8300p 2080PUM U HAM MO
HeCKOIbKO @eceno, a Opyadsi ONACHOCMb, 4mMo OH OelcmeUmenbHo OJisl HAC B8Cex
onaceH 0751 M020, YUMo OH UHO20a MAK OM3bl8AeMmcsl XOmMs 8 NPedCHeM COCMOSHUU
ObIMD.

B cuny Hmennozo eawezo nogenenus s conoamam oewveu 3a noa2ooa omoai,
maxo dHc u ynmep-ogpuyepam, kpome ooHoeo Ilomemxuna saxmucmpa 0751 mozo, Ymo
cayocun ez owcanosanvs. M conoamel HeKomopwvle CKE03b Cle3bl 2080PUNU NPO
MUIOCMb 8aAULY, YMO OHU ewe MaKko8a O/ 84C He 3ACAYICUNU 3a YMOoO Uux makx 8
Kopomkoe epems Hazpadxcoams ux. Ilpu cem nocwiiaro cnucoxk eam 6ceu Komauoe,
KOmopas. menepsv 30ecb, d MulcA4Uu pyoiei Mamywka He 00Cmanio u si OONOJHUI
YEepPBOHHbIMU, U ) HAC 30echb OblI0 MHO20 CMeXd HAO 2paHodepamu 00 4ep8OHHBIX,
K020a oHe y MeHs Opanu, uHvle NPOCUIU Ol MO20 YMO He BUOLIGANU U ONAMb UX
omoasanu, oymas, umo oHu Huuye2o He cmoam. llocnannou Yepmroe k eawiemy
genuyecmsy 0opamHo euje K Ham He ObI8AL U O MO20 5 0N030al 8AC Penopmosams,
a cue nuuLy 80 BMOPHUK 8 0eBAMOM 4acy 8 NOJIOGUHE.

Ilocmepmu 6aw 6epHbl pab
Anexceu Opnos.

«Mamywxka nawa, munocmusas I'ocyoapwins, He 3Hal0, YMO menepv HaA4amoy,
boscyL eHesa om eauie2o geruyecmsed, Ymoo 6bl Ye20 Ha HAC HeUCmo8o2o NoOymMamo
He U38OIUNU U YMOO Mbl He ObLIU NPUMYUHOI0 CMepmu 3100es eauleco u eceu Pocu
maxce u 3aKOHA Hauie2o, a menepsb U Mom NPUCMABIEHHOU K Hem) OJis YCIyeUu AaKell
Macnoe 3anemoe, a on cam menepb max 60.1eH, 4mo He OymMaro, Ymood oH 00AHCUT 00
geuepa u NOUMU COBCeM yxce 8 DeCnamsamcmee 0 uem yice U 6Csi KOMaHod 30eutss
3Haem u moaum boea, umob on ckopell ¢ Hawux pyK yopancs, u oxou dce Macnosé u
HOCIAHHOU oghuyep modxcem gauiemy eruyecmeay OOHeCmb, 8 KAKOM OH COCMOSHUU
meneps edxceu bl 000 MHe YCYMHUMCA U380ume Nucal cue pab eaus 6epHbl
Anexceu.

«Mamywrka 3acmynnuya Hawa umnepampuya! Kax o006vsAcHUmb, Kak
pacckaszams, umo cayuunocs? He nosepuwv ciyze meoemy 6epHomy, HO, KaK nepeo
bozom, 2o6opro mebe npasdy. Mamywka, comoe ymepems, HO U cam He 3HAIO, KAK
9MO Hecuacmve NpuKIouUIocs. Eciu He npocmuuib, mul nponaiu. Mamywra, ow
ckonyancs. Hukmo uz nac smoeo me xomen, 0a Kak Obl Mbl OCMEIUTUCL NOOHAMDb
pyKky Ha umnepamopa? U eom, Bawe eenuuecmeo, cope cayuunocs. OH Hauan
cnopumsv ¢ Kusizem ©@edopom (bapsmunckum) 3a ob6edom, u He ycneau Mvl UxX
pasuams, Kak on nomep! He nomnio oadice, umo muvl coenanu, HO 8ce Mbl KAK OOUH
BUHOBAMbBI U 3ACTYHCUIU cCMepmHbLIL npu2osop. Tlodcaneii mens, xoms 6bl u3 11068U K
opamy moemy! A noxasncs, u menepv Huue2o He ckadxcewiv. Ilpocmu unu npuxaxicu
nockopee Hac npukoHuums. benviii ceem mmne me mun. Mvi mebs npoenesanu u
NPOKIAAMbL 6)Y0eM HABEKU .



Uro e Tam mpou301uIo?

[TanuH cooOmmmi, 4TO B TOT Bedep, Koraa AJieKcell BEepHYJCsS B CTOJMILY, Ha
Hero ObUIO CTpAIIHO CMOTPETh. OH ObUI B3JIOXMAu€H, BECh B MbUIM M B TOTY, B
NOPBAaHHOW OJEXJAE€ M JIMIO €ro JAEpPrajioch W BBIPAXKAIO YKAC M IOCIEIIHOCTb.
KoneuHo, cimy4yaliHblid CIIOp — BCETO JIMIIL OTroBOpKa. Bce onn — I'puropuid, ero
OpaThsd ¥ OHAa cama — JIaBHO JyMaJid 00 3TOM, TOJIbKO HUKTO HE PelIaJicsi BbICKa3aTh
3aTaeHHOE BCIyX. TOJIBKO MOTUBBI yOUICTBA Y BCEX pa3HbIE.

Y Hee — ponroxnanHoe cnokoiictBue. Co cmeptero Iletpa HaBcerma
3aKOHYMJIMCH ee Oenbl U onaceHus. M naxe cblH TyT He nmoMmexa. OHa MoBeHYaHa Ha
LAPCTBO KaK eOUHCMEeHHas TOCYIapblHs, U 3TOW JAHHOCTH YK€ HE U3MEHUTb.

Y T'puropusi TaBHbIM MOTHBOM Obllla HEHaBUCTb U TpPOH. To ke camoe
OTHOCHUTCA U K AJIEKCEIO.

U oH, 1 npy3ws ero 3apanee ooaymanu Bce. Uepes Hememto IleTpa mepesenn
o1 B llnuccensOypr, BOT MYyXHKM U TOTOPONIINCH. ENMHCTBEHHO, B Y€M OHHU
BUHOBHBI. Tak 3TO B TOM, YTO WCHOJIHWJIM €€ KEIaHWS U KAK JKCHIUWHbI, U KaK
UMIIEPATPHULIBI.

CoOcTBeHHO, ceifuac y Hee ObUTO ABa BbIXoaa. [lepBwlii — OTHATh MO Cy.I
yowuiii. Mei, Ekatepuna Bropas, noBeneBaem... [lyOnuuHas ka3Hb Takke OKa3ajlach
Obl BechbMa KCTaTH. Te€M camMbiM OHAa MTHOBEHHO CHsJIa Obl ¢ ceOsl MOJ03peHus: U
J0Ka3ajla CBOIO HEBMHOBHOCTh. IIpoctoe u »sddextuBHoe pemienue. HHbiMU
CJIOBaMH, TPYCOCTb.

Her, oHa BMHOBHa BMeCT€ C HHUMH, U MOJOOHBIA MOCTYNOK CTajl Obl
NPEAATENBCTBOM MO OTHOLICHHUIO K TEM, KTO TIOMOT €11 3aBO€BAaTh TPOH U PHUCKOBAJ
paagu Hee BceM. YTO Ke ToOJy4aeTcs, OHa OTINIATUT OpaThsiM 4YepHOU
HebmarogapHocThio? Kak oHa MOXKET OTIpaBUTh Ha Maxy cBoero Jro0oBHUKA? Mnu
TOTO, KTO TAaWHO M O€3HAJE)KHO B Hee BII0OJIEH? AJiekcell HaMBHO IIOJIaraeT, 4To
UMIIEpaTpHLIa HE JOraJbpIBaeTCs O €€ 4yBcTBaxX. Denop KpacHEET B €€ MPUCYTCTBUM.
Jla 1 ocTajibHBIE MOJOJLBI TaK U HOPOBAT NPHUKOCHYThCS K €€ pyke. Exarepuna
IPEACTaBUIIA BCEX ISATEPBIX HA JBIOE M B3APOrHYJa OT OTBpAIICHHUS K caMoil cele.
OTO0 ee BUHA B CIIYYMBIIMMCA. DTO OHA JKejana cMepTy Mya. OpiaoBbl — MOKOPHbBIE
ucrnonHutenu. Ha rybax umneparpuiibl MeIbKHYIA ciiadas yiblOka — He Takue YK U
MTOKOPHBIE, KaK BBISICHSIETCS.

Bce, uTo oHa ceifuyac MOKeT — COXpaHUTh OpaThsiM CBOOOY U KU3HB. TaK uTo
cyn B Jr000M ciydae uckioyaercs. Co BpeMEHEM CIIyXU YTUXHYT, OOJBIIMHCTBY
yI00OHO AyMaTh, YTO MUMIEPATOP yMEP COOCTBEHHOM cCMepThi0. B KOHIlE KOHIIOB, Y
Hero Obu10 citaboe 310poBbe. Ha Bce Bomst boxbs.

Uro xe nenath? Kak oTBect momo3peHus u OoT cebs, u oT OpJoBbIX.
EnnHCTBEHHBIN BBIXOJ — NpUIYyMaTh 00JIE3Hb, OT KOTOPOI CKOHYAJICS UMIIEPATOp, U
NOJANMKUCATh COOTBETCTBYIOIIMKA JOKYMEHT. UTO OHa W clenaja nocie JOJIrou
KOHCYJbTallMK ¢ BpauoMm. Manudect ornameH, OpioBsl B 0€30MacHOCTH, 3aBTpPa
noxopons! Ilerpa. Bee muer, kak u 3agymano. Ho mouemy-To snerde ot 31Ooro He
CTaJo.



Exarepuna yxe He B IEPBBIM pa3 Aymaia, 4To co cMepThio [leTpa nmpepBanach
muHust PomanoBeix. OHa — Hemerkasl npuHiiecca, [laBen — Oacrapj, 3a4aThiii B
rpexe. CyMeeT Ju OHa COXpaHUTh Benuuue Poccuu, Wiy ke €€ MpaBJICHUE CTaHET
caMoii TOpPeCTHOM CTpaHUIIEH B UCTOPUHU ITOU CTpaHbl. B m000M ciyyae oHa AOpPOro
3aIuIaTHIIa 332 CBOE NIPABO CTaTh rocyAapbiHel. 1 B psAMOM, U B IEPEHOCHOM CMBICIIE
3TOTO CJIOBA.

Ha ee CTOPOHHMKOB mpOCHIIAICS 30J0TOHW JOXKIb, AK€ BE3IECYLIUE
BopoHLIOBEI yMyapuinch NOMY4YUTh LieApblid moaapok. Kaszamoce Obl, uero emie
Hano? Ho, BUIHO TakoBa yesoBedYecKass HaTypa: MOoKa He 3aXJeOHETCsl OT KaJaHOCTH,
HE YCIIOKOUTCH.

Bor n BepHas nogpyra — ExkarepuHa PomMaHOBHa — HOC OT TOpPJIOCTH
3agpana. Ee mociymiaens, Tak TOJIBKO Oarofaps €il, uMmeparpuily 6e3Mo3riyio Ha
TPOH U BO3BEJIH.

Kusrune Bropur IlanuH, npyr cepmemnbii. Ilo rmazam  BuaHO, 4YTO
HBIHEIIHUM, CKPOMHBIM CBOMM IIOJIOXKEHHEM OH HHUKAaK HE YJIOBJIETBOPEH, U XOYET
OoJbIIIETO.

['puIKy ¢ KaKIbIM JHEM CTaHOBUTCS CIIOKHEE YAEpKaTh B y3J€. TEI0 MyXKa
HE ycmesno ocTeiTh, a OpJoB yKe MOoropapuBacT O BeHuYaHuu. Kakoe BeHuaHue,
rocriogu?! EMy Obl OT 11aXul YUTH. ..

— Bame BennuectBo, — B KaOuHeT 0e€3 J0KJIala MPOCKOJIb3HYIA KHIATUHSA
HamikoBa. — Tam k Bam OpJioB pBeTCA.

— Kotopslii? —umMnepaTpuLia ¢ TpyJ1I0M CKpbUIa CBOE pa3/ipakeHue.

— ['puropui.

EkaTeprHa nokaydasa rojgoBou.

— Ckaxu eMy, 4TO ceiluac He MOT'y ¢ HUM BuaeThes. [lycth Ha Bpems yener
BMECTE C OCTAJIbHBIMH, IIOKA CIJIETHHA HE YJIATYTCS.

— l'ocynappins. ..

— Sl u Tak pepxych M3 nociaenHux cwi, — EkaTepuHa mocrana u3 MKaTyJIKU
nuceMo. — [IpeacTaBnsens, MHE Ja)Ke HE pa3pelnin No0bITh y Tpo0Oa U 3anpeTuiIn
IPUCYTCTBOBATh HAa MOXOpOHax. Bot, unraii!

— «Y3HaB 0 KCJIAHUHU €€ MMIIEPATOPCKOTO BEIMYECTBA IIPUCYTCTBOBATH Ha
noxopoHax, CeHar HuXkaiuie nIpocuT Ee BenM4ecTBO HE ydacTBOBATH B I1€YAJIBHOU
nepeMonuu, 4rod Ee BennyecTBO, coXpaHsis CBOE 3]paBU€, MO JIIOOBU CBOEH K
Poccuiickomy oTedecTBy [UIsl BCEX HCTUHHBIX €€ BEPHONOAJAHHBIX... U3BOJIMIA O
HaMEpPEHUE CBOE OTIOXKUTH». — Jlep3KHil TOH KHATUHU /[alllkoBOI MMIIEpaTpulle HE
IIOHPABWICS, KAK HE HPAaBWJIACh €l NOCIIEJHUE JHU U caMa KHATHWHs. BricokoMepHa,
CTponTHBa, HaxanbHa. Heyxenu mpaBa Obula ee MpeAlecTBEHHUIA, KOrja TOBOpuIa,
YTO JKEHCKOH JpykObl He ObiBaeT?! OcoOeHHO Mexay UMIepaTpuleil u GppenTnHo.
Ho Bciyx Hu4ero He ckasana, TOIbKO B3JOXHYJA!

— A 151 TOBOpHILB, OpJoB, TyT 651 ¢ CeHaToM pazoOpaThCsl.

— Moxer oHM M mpaBbl, — 3agymMuuBO orBeTMina JlamkoBa. — Ha Tteno
UMIIEpaTOpa JIydllle He CMOTPeTh. CTpallHO.

— Tw1 Bugena?



— Ceronnast ytpom. Jlumo moyTtu dYepHoe, mmies oOmoraHa (GopMEHHBIM
mapdomM, Ha pyKax — TMEpPYATKH, U3-TIOJ] HUX COYUTCSH KPOBb. [ OBOpAT, KTO TIO
pYyCCKOMY OOBIYAI0 11EJI0BAJT TOKOWHUKA, Y TOTO K Beuepy I'yObl CTPAIIHO pacimyXaju.
Pa3znoe mpo Ilerpa denopoBruya roBOPAT: KTO-TO YTBEPXKIAET, YTO €r0 OTPABUIIH,
NOTOMY T'YOBlI U pacmyxaroT, KTO-TO, YTO MPUAYIIUIN, IOTOMY U TOPJO 3aMOTaHO, a
JUI0 YepHOoe. A Kak ero Ha caMoM Jese yOusu, Balle BeJIuuecTBOo? — Myunmas
ao6onbITcTBOM JlamkoBa, OCMeNUiach elle Ha OJHY Aep30CTh.

Exarepuna He oTBeTHia. KHATHHS BblIEpkKana nay3y 1 IpoI0HKIIa;

— Hapony B xpame Maio, noytu HUKOro HeT. BopoHIIOBa Tak U HE Mpuexania.
VY rpo6a tonwko [Teep Hapuucc. Bee Bpems mmader u tBepaut npo Cudbups. CoBceM
oT rops nomemancs. 3auem a¢uony Cudbuppb?

— XO0Tb OHA AylIa 3aIljlaKajia, — OTBEPHYJIACh UMIEPATPULIA OT NOAPYTU. —
He Tak ctpamno B ax uaru. XoTs, MOKET TaM HAMHOTIO JIy4llle, YeM 3/1eCh, B Poccun.

I'JIABA 21.

ExaTtepuna okaszanach mpaa: yeJloBeuecKasi maMsiTh u30upaTenbHa U KOPOTKa.
He npouuto u mecsna, kak 3a0bUIMCh IeYallbHbIE 00cTOsITENBCTBA cMepTH [leTpa. A
IIOCTETICHHO M O HEM CaMOM IIOMHMTbH IepecTand. beul, na n crubul. Kak rosopsr
(dpaHIily3bl, KOPOJIb YMEP, J1a 3APaBCTBYET KOPOJIB!

Kak pa3 o kopose 1 Npuxoauiaoch BOJHOBAThCA. M TyT oka3anaoch BCe HE cllaBa
bory. CosepiueHHo HeoxxuaaHHO i1 Exarepunsl BApyr oO0bsBuiics [1oHATOBCKMIA.
Xopo1io eme, YTo He COOCTBEHHOM MEPCOHOM, a JMILb MOCPEACTBOM CTPACTHBIX
nuceM. B Ilonpme pena CraHuciaBa IIIM HE Tak XOPOIIO, KaK XOTEJIOCh OBl
COIIEPHUYECTBO 3a TPOH OKAa3ajl0Ch HEIIYyTOYHBIM. be3 OTKpBITOM M MOIIHOM
noanepxku Poccuu TlorsiToBckuii Mor moTepsiTh Bce. Ho, moxoke, ero 3To Oobiie
HE BOJIHOBAJIO.

[Tocne nmepeBopoTa M BocmecTBUs EXaTeprHbl HA IPECTOJI OH SIBHO PBAJICS U3
Bapmassl B IlerepOypr. B cBoto ouepens, ExkarepuHa HUM Ha HIyTKY HCIyTajach
TENeph YK€ HE HYKHOro el Bu3uta. PeBHOCTH OproBa mnepexouia BCSIYECKHE
rpanunpl. He gait 6or, mpuObeT Ha MECTE MOJIOZAOIO MOHapXa M HOBOMCIICYEHHYIO
rocynapbiHio. YTo Torja aBa rocyaapcrsa AenaTh OyayT?

[Ton BcskuMuU mpenjgoramMud MoJIOZAas HMMIEpaTpulia crapajach yOeIuThb
[ToHsITOBCKOrO OTKa3aTrbcsl OT 3TOM 3areu: "Bamie npeObIBaHUE MPU HACTOSLIUX
oOcTosiTenscTBaX, — Hanucana oHa CraHuciaBy. — Bpuio Obl omacHO Juist Bac U
OUEHb BPEIHO A1 MEHA. Sl OTCOBETYH BaM TalHYIO MOE3/KYy, MO0 MOM IIaru He
MOTYT OCTaBaThcs TailHBIMU. boJjee Toro, Hac MOryT YOUTh 000UX. YMOJISAIO BO UMS
IPEKHUX HAIIMX YyBCTB — HHUKOIZA HE BO3BpAIIAWTECh CHOAA, HUKOTIA HE
BO3BpaIairech Ko MHe. X0Ts Obl ceituac. [Iponuioro yxxe He BEpHEIIb».

Anekceir OpiioB BMecTE€ C TOBApHILAMHU MOJYYHJI M3 PYK HMIEPATPULIBI
HIEPBIA IEHEKHBINA Jap M OTIPaBUIICS B HEOONBIIOE MYyTEIIECTBHE 3a TPAHUILY —
IIONIPaBUTh pACIIATAHHOE 3J0POBbE, a 3a0QHO M MHUP HOCMOTpeThb. lIpm nBope
OCTaJCs JMIIb ['puropuii, He >KEIABIIMKW IMOKUAATH UMIIEPATPULY HU IOJ KaKUM



npemsioroM. EkateprHa BHayasie COMPOTUBIISUIACH €r0 PEIIEHUI0, HO IOTOM MaxHyJja
PYKOI1: BO3paxkaTb — BpeMs TEpATb, BCE PaBHO OCTaHETCS NMpH cBoeM. K ToMy xe
BCKOpE HE /10 pa3roBOPOB CTAJIO.

Nuorma ExarepuHa npeacTaBisiia  HMMIEPUI0 KaK OTPOMHOE JIOCKYTHOE
0JIESJIO C MHOKECTBOM IpOpeX. 3ajaTaelb OJIHY, TYT ke ImpopBercs napyras. W Tak
no OeckoHeuHocTH. BoeHnHass pedopma, LEpKOBHBIE BONPOCHI, BHEIIHIS WU
BHYTPEHHSIS MTOJIMTHKA — BCE TPeOOBaJIO ee MpUCTaIbHOTO BHUMaHus. He obomioch
1 0e3 BMeIIaTeNbCTBA B YCTPONUCTBO MPUIBOPHOM KU3HH.

[Tocne HeCKOJIbKUX MECSIEB pa3BpaTa U pa3Hy3/laHHOCTH, BO JIBOpIIE Hayanach
AMOXa JUCLUMIUIMHBI U YETKOro pacrnopsiaka aHs. ExarepuHa BcTaBaia paHo, OKOJIO
HIECTH yTpa, TpeOys Toro ke oT ciyr u ppeitnux. [Tocne npolyxaeHus padoTana, He
BBIXO/Is1 U3 KaOWHETa, He MeHee TSATH 4acoB, mpumepHo 10 11 gacos. [lepen paboToii
BBIIIMBAJIa CTAKaH TEIUIOIO MOJIOKA C JIOXKKOM MeJa W HECKOJBbKO YalleK KPENKOro
Kode.

[Tocne obena — oTABIX U NpuUATHBIE Aena. K mpusTHRIM JenaM OHa OTHOCHJIA
BCTpeun ¢ "yMHBIMH cobOeceqHukamu'. Duinocodbl, NOTUTHKH, AUIMIOMATHI — C
KOKIbIM OHA HAaXOJMWJIa TEMBbI JJI1 Pa3roBOopoB. Beduepom — 1enoBble BCTpEUd H
EPEMOHHUH.

C ee mpaBiieHHEM PYCCKUH JBOp CTaJl HAMHOIO CBOOOJHEE, YyeM ObLI Mpu
EmuzaBere u Ilerpe. OH BBITOJHO OTJIMYAICS U OT OOJBIIMHCTBA €BPOIEUCKUX
nBopoB. Crojja CTpeMIIUCh (PpaHily3bl, AaT4aHe, aHIJIMYaHe, UTAIbSHIbI, HAXO/s
oco0oe oyapoBaHHME B TOW MaHepe, KoTopyro u30Opana Exarepuna s oOuieHus.
Haxe xorna Exarepuna mpuHMMana MUHHCTPOB, HE BXOJMBIIMX B €€ Oivxkaiiiee
OKpY>KE€HUE, OHU OeceZloBaJIM C HEHl cuis, Torja Kak OpUTAaHCKUE MPEMbEpPhl MOTJIH
caguThecsl ToJbkO ¢ paspeweHus ['eopra lll, uro ciaywyanoce Hewacro. B Manom
OpmuTaxe, JIOOMMOM YOEKHUIIE UMIEPATPHUIIbI, BOJIHHOCTh 3aX0AMJIA €Il AaJblIle.
Exarepuna urpana B KapThl — OOBIYHO B BUCT WM ¢apaon — mpumeprno ao 10
yacoB Beuepa. ['Bapaeiiibl, IpOBeAIINE BCIO CBOK MOJIOAOCTD 32 3€J€HBIMU CTOJIAMHU,
YyBCTBOBAJIM Ce0sl 37ech Kak Agoma. KpoMme Toro, oHM y4yacTBOBajiu B IIapajaax,
3arajjkax M Jaxe MeHuu. M Hepeako MHUIMATOPOM BOJIBHBIX HWIP CTAaHOBUJIACH
nMeHHO Exarepuna.

B nonoBuHe oauHHAANATOro Kpenkuil coH. OIHaXIbl YCTaHOBJIEHHBIM
NOPSIJIOK y>ke He MeHsuica. OpJioB, JIOOMBIIMK MOTYJATh U BBINUTH, JKAJIOBAJICS HA
JIETCKOE BpeMs CHA: JKM3Hb TOJIbKO HAYMHAETCs, a Mbl yke crnuM. ExkarepuHa numib
nocmeuBanack. «[Imoxo Bbicnuibes, ['puina, Bech J1eHb OyJEeT HCIOPYEH, N1a |
3I0pOBbE MOMIATHETCS. A 370pOBbE, MOW JOPOroil, HEe KyNHlllb. 310poBbe, ['puina,
3TO Pa3BUTOCTh yMa B COYETAaHUH C (UIUYECKUMHU HArpy3kaMH H YETKHM
pacnopsiakoM JHsS». OpioB 0OBIYHO MOPIIWIICS, YCIBIIIAB MPO YETKUI pacmopsiok
nHs. CraB umnepaTpuiei, EkaTeprHa npakTHYECKU NepecTalia MIUTh BUHO — TOJIBKO
MOJICTaKaHa B JICHb, J]a M TO MO Mpa3AHUKaM, B €]I¢ TOKe ObUIa yMEpeHHa, Ha CIaJKOe
¥ )KUPHOE HE HaJleraa, mpeanoyuTas QpyKThl U OBOIIY.

[IpunBopHbeii  mrar ExkarepuHa cokpartWia 4YyTb JM  HE  BJIBOE!
MHOTOUYHCJICHHBIE MPHKUBAJIBI, MAMYIITKU-HSHIOIIKY, KApJIUKA U MPOYNI HEHY>KHBIH



aroA OblTn 6e3XanocTHO yaaneHbl. Ekatepuna npoaymana HeOOXOAUMBIE TOKHOCTH
IIPU ABOPE U IOJIOKWIA KAXIOMY MECSYHOE KajloBaHbe. U ecnu cHayana 3T Mepbl
BOCIIPMHUMAJIUCh B INTBIKM, TO 3aT€M HMX IPHUHSUIM €CIM HE C PaaoCTbiO, TO C
OmarogapHoCThi0. XOTs Obl OTOMY, YTO ABIIIATH BO JBOPLE CTAJI0 HAMHOTO JIeTde.
Jla 1 B caMOM 3MMHEM Hadalauch IepeMeHbl: ExarepuHa, HEHaBUAAIAsA CHIPOCTh U
XOJIOZ, YK€ B KOHIIE aBryCTa Hayaja TOTOBUTbCA K 3uMe. YacTp nomelieHuit
IepecTpanBalach M yTEIUDBUIACh, Ul 4YEro HMMIIEpaTpula MpUITIacWiIa Jy4YlIuX
apXUTEKTOPOB.

ExatepuHa ObICTpO BoIlLJIa B HOBYIO AJis ce0Ost posib. M Hamo cka3aTe, uTo 3Ta
posib el mpuuulack Nno BKycy. OTCYTCTBHE OIbITa KOMIIEHCUPOBAJIOCH KaXIO0N
3HAHUH, a J)KeJaHue JOOUTHCS Ha 3TOM MONPHUILE ycexa MpoOysK1ano HOBbIE CUIIBI.

Kazanock ObI, BOT OHa )HW3HB, 0 KOTOPOH OHA TaK JaBHO MedTania. bonbiie He
0 ueM npocuth bora. M ona He npocuia, 605ick IPOrHEBUTH BCEBBIIIHET0. OH U TaK K
HEH CIIMIIKOM MWJIOCTHB.

Ho B rimyOuHe aymm o1HO jKeJlaHUE MO-TIPEKHEMY OCTaBaJIOCh HECOBITOUHBIM.
HNmnepatpuiia orpoMHOI uMIiepun MedTana o JooBu. Yacteie HoueBkH ['puropus u
€ro CTOJb YacTble OTIYYKHU MPUUYHMHSIIM OONb W JeNajyl UMIEPATPUILY MO-KEHCKU
ysa3BuMOil. B 1O Bpems, kak cam OpiioB yBEpWICSd B CBOEH HCKIIFOUUTEIBHOCTH.
ConepHUKOB JUIsi HEro He cyuiecTBoBasio. [Ipu gBOpe OH mpuoOpen OrpoMHYIO,
OYTH OECKOHTPOJIBHYIO C €€ CTOPOHBI BiIacTh. [lo EkarepuHbl JOXOAMIN CIIIETHU 00
€ro M3MEeHaxX, HO OHa NpeJIouyuTala 3aKpblBaTh Ha 3TO ria3a. [axe ecnu Tebs
oiManu 3a pykKy, HPOAOJDKald yTBEPKIaTh, YTO pyKa HE TBOS. A yX €CIM HE
TOWMaH, TO U HE BOP.

B ux oTtHOmeHusAx HameTwics pasnan. OpiioB MeuTan pa3leiauTh C HEH TPOH.
Omna xoTtena a100BH, HO ... yxe He ¢ HUM. O0a 3aMETHO TATOTUIIMCH 3TOH CBA3BIO, HO
HE MOIUIM €€ pa3opBaTh. [10 pa3HbIM puynHaM.

Exarepuna He cpa3y moHsia, uro ['puropwuii ee HUKOTAA HE JTFOOWI. Morna m
OHA BUHUTH JIFOOOBHUKA BO JoKU? Bpsan nu. Buna OpnoBa coctosiia uiib B TOM, YTO
OH C JIMXOM JIETKOCTBIO yBEpUJ HMX OOOMX BO BIIOOJEHHOCTH M cTpactu. Kak
BBISICHIIIOCH, U TO, M JIPYTO€ — COCTOSIHUE OBICTpOTEYHOE, Mog0o0H0e obmakam. He
ycIleelllb OTJIIHYThCs, a HEOO YK€ 3aBOJIOKJIO Ipo30BbIMM Tydamu. Ilocne noxas u
MOJIHUHM JABIIIUTCA JIErYe, HO BEIb HAJI0 MEPEXKUTh IPo3y, HE Tak Ju? BOT oHuU ee u
nepexusanu. Kaxnapii no-cesoemMy.

Exarepuna He BuHuia ['puropus, oHa oT Hero Yycrama. BugHo Tak
pacnopsAnIack IpUpoJa, YTO OHa OBICTPO yBIIEKAIACh JIOAbMHU, HO CTOJIb e OBICTPO
OCThIBAJIa. XOTsl B OTHOLICHMSAX ¢ ['puineil oka3asoch Ha YAUBJIIEHUE IOCTOSHHOMN.
Ckonbko onu yxe Bmecte? Tpu rona? Yetsipe? lllecTs?

UTo TOJKY CUUTaTh, €CJIM HET TJIaBHOTO — JIIOOBH.

Kakoii jxe My>XunHa OTKaXeTCs OT LIaHCa CBSA3aTh CBOIO CYJbO0Y C JKEHIIMHOMH,
Koeil cynpba yrotoBuia ctath umneparpuuei? Tyt y m000ro ronoBa 3aKpyKHUTCS.
3aroBop, MOATrOTOBKA K NEPEBOPOTY U CaM MEPEBOPOT — UIPYILIKHU ISl MAJIbUMKa,
JKHBYILETO B KaXKJI0M B3pOCJIOM MyKuMHE. Kak 310pOBO MYaThCA IPU CBETE KOCTPOB,
KOT'0-TO apeCTOBBIBATh, YTO-TO PEIATh, a TOTOM PaJOBAaThCs OfepxKaHHOU modeze!



Ho BOT cMyTHBIE JHM NpPOLUIM, HACTynwia pyTuHa. M1 OH 3ackydan mojjie
BepHOl mnoapyru. KoHeyHO, OHa He Morja CcolnepHUYaTb C MOJIOAEHbKUMHU
¢peitnuHamMu, Ybs HaMBHAs YIpyras CBEKECTh Ka3aJloCh CIUIIKOM BBI3bIBAIOIICH Ha
¢doune 3penoctu umneparpuilbl. [lo moBoay Bo3pacTta ummneparpuiia He MmepexuBaa;
TPUALIATH JBa rojia, KOHEYHO, HE JBajauaTh JieT, HO... Ho oHa Obl He coriacuiach
MIPOMEHATh UX HA HEBUHHOCTb U FOHOCTh. 3PEJIOCTh, MOKAIYH, €ANHCTBEHHBIN Nap,
KOTOPbIN OHA ¢ 01aroAapHOCTHIO MOIYYUIa OT KU3HHU.

Opnako I'puma Tak He cunmtan. bynyun monoxke ExkaTepuHbl, OH TATOTUIICA
CBOUM JIBYCMBICJICHHBIM MOJIOK€HUEM: (haBOPUTA, BEIHYKJIEHHOTO JIEJIUTh JOXKE C HE
OYEHb MOJIOJION M KPACUBOM KEHILMHOW, KOTOpasi K TOMY K€ OTKa3bIBalach BBIWTH 32
HETO 3aMYX.

B mepBbIi pa3 ycnblllaB OTKa3, HE CAEPKAICA U ymapwi ee 1o jauny. Ilotom
OHM TPUMHUPWINCH B MOCTENU. Boip momonaMm ¢ HacilaxaeHueM. 3areM mnodou
yuacTuinuch. OplioBy AOCTaBISIO OFPOMHOE YIOBOJBCTBHE OWUTh HMIIEPATPUIy H
TacKaTh €€ 3a BOJIOCHI. A 3aTeM HaOpachIBaThCs, Kycast u mumnas. CIoBHO oHa Oblia
JEIEBON N€BKOM. B Takme MHUHYTBI OH CTaHOBWJICS IIOXOK Ha 4yepTywky. MHorma
CXOJICTBO CTaHOBWJIOCh TakKMM TOYHBIM, 4TO ExarepuHa 3agaBajach BOIPOCOM: a
MOKET, OHa, caMa TOTrO HE >KeJas, MPUTATUBAET MY>KUMH OJHOTO U TOro e Thumna?!
JlelicTBUTENBHO, BCE €€ POMaHbl Pa3BUBAIIMCh OJIMHAKOBO: CHAYaJla KJISTBbI B BEUHOU
J100BU M MPEAAHHOCTH, 3aTEM MPOCHObI CO CTOPOHBI MY)KUMH, a Jajiee MPUKa3bI.
Koro e oHu B HEell TI0OUIIN — KEHIIUHY WU UMIIEpaTpuily ?

He3zameTHass u cKpomMHas pojib — He I MOJUTHYECKUX amOuIuil rpada
OpnoBa, MUHUMYM, €My I[IOJaBail, roOCylapCTBEHHbIM mOCT. lloBHUHYysCH BoOJE
nro0oBHUKa (a TouHee ero moOosim), ExarepuHa BBenma rpada B KOMHCCHIO,
YUPEXKIEHHYIO Ui TpeoOpa3oBaHUs POCCHIMCKOro rocymapctBa. W aBaxisl
ommubnack. Bo-mepBpix, MOTOMYy, 4YTO HE Yywia pEaKIHI0 JIPYTUX BEIbMOX,
IPE3PUTENBHO OTHOCUBIIMXCS K MTOCTEIIBHOMY BBICKOYKE. A BO-BTOPBIX, IOTOMY, YTO
HejooleHnIa xapakrtep ¢aBoputa. OH CO3HATENBHO MPOBOLMPOBAT MPHABOPHBIX,
BbI3bIBAasl B HUX HEHAaBHUCTh M Npe3peHue. Eciin paHbplle €ro HapcKue 3aMallk,
rpy0OCTh, HEOOPA30BAHHOCTh M HaxajdbCTBO urpaym OpiioBy Ha PyKy, TO TEHEph
Opocaiu TeHb Ha penyTaluio UMIIEPaTPHULIBI.

3amyx 3a ['puropus ExateprHa BBIXOAUTH OTKa3ajaack. Bo-nepBbIX, HE XOTeENa
JICITUTh BJIACTh (OJTHOTO pa3a M TaK XBaTHJIO), BO-BTOPKIX, JaBHO K HEMY OCThLIA, BCE
yamle MOIVISAbIBas HAa MOJIOJBIX KpacaBUEB M3 JHMYHOW oxpaHbl. HO H3MEHATH
0osinack: BIpYyr OpIioB MPO3HAET U 10 CMEPTH U300bET.

N3 BepHBIX Apy3ei octaics pa3Be uto Hukura [Tanun. Kusruns [lamkosa yxe
roj ¢ JUIIHUM >kuBeT B llapmxke B CHIBHOM 00MAE HAa HEMUJIOCTH TOCYJapbIHE.
[Tpousommna ccopa Bpoae Obl M3-3a MyCTsIKa, a 00HIa OKa3anach TITyOOKOW U MOYTH
9TO cMepTenbHOl. Exareprna TockoBana 6e3 moapyru, HO K cebe He 3Baja: B TAKOM
MOJIO’KEHUH KaK y HEee KEHCKOM PpyxKObl yKe He CYIIeCTBYET.

[TanuH Takke HE OBLT AHTENIOM: CITYCTS MOJITOJIa MOCJIe KOPOHAIIMH 3aMbICIIHI
ObUIO TIPOTUB HEE 3aroBOp, HO BOBpEMS ONMOMHMIICA, Mokasics. OHa u npocTtuia. B
3HaK MPEeKHUX OTHOWIEHWH. M Kak TrapaHTHIO HBIHEIIHETO OOIeHHus. YK€ He



CIIMUIIKOM JIOBEPUTENIBHOIO, HO BCE-TAKU... lakK ke, Kak U oHa llaHmH HE Tepnen
OproBa ® TIOCTOSHHO HAaxOIWJ BO3MOXKHOCTH, 4YTOOBI OCIA0UTh BIWSHUC
MorymiecTBeHHoro (¢asopurta. EkarepuHa TepnenauBo kgana, Korjga K€ OH
OOHapYXHUT caMblii JEHCTBEHHBIN CIOCOO, U OHA CMOXKET 0e3 CKaHjana U30aBUTHCS
ot ['puropus.

— Ilouemy BbI ero nepxkute npu cedbe? — He caepkaics Kak-to [lanuh.
[IprunHON HECHEP)KAHHOCTH CTall CHHSK Ha CKyJie uMmieparpuie. — Kak MOXHO
TEPHETh €r0 BHIXOAKU?

CocrossHne ExaTepuHbl HE pacrojarajio K OTKPOBEHHOCTH, HO OHA BCE K€
OTBETHJIA:

— U3 cyesepus, Hukura MBanosuu. UckimrountenbHo u3 cyeBepus. ['puina
MOSIBUIICA B MOE€H KH3HU, KOT/Ia MHE ObUIO OCOOEHHO IJI0XO0, U A YK€ He HaJesiach
Ha jgyuymee. Ho ¢ ero mosBieHuWEM XU3Hb NEPEMEHWIACH, yAada CTajlla MOEH
NOCTOSTHHOW cryTHULIeH. POpTyHa — BOT HAcTOsIIas Bo3ntoOnenHas Oprosa, HO 5
HE PEBHYIO. BE€Ib M HAa MEHS IEpenajnarT ee aapsl. JlocTaToduHO menapslie, Hazuo
CKa3arhb.

— Ho Benp on Bac 6ner! — B [laHuHe BAPYT MpOCHYNIUCH ObUIBIE YYBCTBA.
[TouyBcTBOBaB ce0s HE3BaHBIM 3AIIMTHUKOM, OH Ja)K€ OCMENIUJICS Ha BOJBHOCTD!
KOCHYJICS OOHa)X€HHOro TIuieya wummepaTtpuibl. Jlerkoe. Iloutn He3ameTHoOe
JNBH>KCHUE, U JIAJIOHb OLIyTUJAa JOCAagHYK MycToTy. Henb3s BONTH B OOHY U Ty ke
peky aBaxabl. Kak oH MOr 3a0bITh 0 JIIOOMMOM U3PEUECHUU UMITEPATPUILIBI?

— 3a 3T0 4 NOpOM €ro HeHaBUXKY, — Npu3Haack Ekarepuna. — Ho He 3Haro,
kak n3baButhbcs. Ckazarh «llonu BoH!» He Mory. [la u He noliaer oH. Hatypa He Ta.

— BBl mpaBbl, Balle BenW4yecTBO, — cioBa [[aHMHAa MenoM MOJACIACTHIIN
IJI0X0€ HAaCTPOCHHE UMIIEpATpULIbl. — 3A€Ch HYKEH Apyroil moaxoa. Mue kaxercs,
BAIIEMY CEPIECYHOMY APYTYy HE XBATAET OMACHOCTM WM NPUKIHOYCHUH. KU3HB BO
JBOpLE, TAe LaputT paloJsienue, CIUIIKOM CKy4YHa Ui MSTEXKHOTO JyXa Hallero
rpada. EMy Obl BHOBb TOCOPEBHOBATHCSA CO CMEPTHIO, OUIYTUTH XOJOJ U JIUIIEHUS,
TOTJa, TJISIIIb, BECETIOCTh K HEMY Obl U BO3BPATHIIACh.

— Jla rne takoe geno Haiinems? — ExaTepuHa ¢ HafexI0¥ mocMoTpena Ha
[Tannna. — Huxkura WBaHoBWY, MWIECHBbKWH, Haau, a? MHe OBl TOJIBKO
NepeI0XHYTh OT HErO HEMHOTO. Y TOMMUJI, 1ieapMmal

— VYike Hamen, rocyaapbiasa! — [1aHWH cUsiT TOBOJIBHOM yibIOKOM. — Uymy!

— Yymy? —uszymunaces Exarepuna. — ThI uTO e, u3Bepr, HaayMall 3apa3uTh
rpada 1 TeM caMbIM CBECTU €0 B MOTHITY ?

— l'ocnonb ¢ Bamu, matymika, — [laHUH axk 3apAenics OT HETOAOBAHUS. U KaK
TOJILKO UMIIEpaTpulla MOTJIa O HEM MoAyMaTh MOI0OHYI0 HU30CTh? — Bce HaMHOro
npomie. 13 MocCkBbI MUIIYT, YTO SMUAEMUS YyMbI JOCTUTIIa HEOBIBAJIOTO pa3Maxa,
BOT-BOT Ha IletepOypr mnepekunercs. Jlronu MpyT cOTHSMH. Tpymbl HHUKTO HE
xopoHUT. Kpwicel. bonpHbie KOmKM W coOaku. Her HHM mpodOBOJLCTBUS, HH
JNOKTOPOB. bose3Hb, MaTyIIKa, paCIpPOCTPAHSIETCSA TaK CTPEMUTENBHO, YTO B CKOPOM
BPEMEHH OT IIEPBOIPECTOILHON HUYETO HE OCTAHETCHA. TOJBKO TAKOM YEJOBEK, KaK
rpad OpnoB MoxeT ciacTu noJsioxkenue. [lonum ero Tyna, Matyika, He mokKajeelllb.



ExkaTreprHa B JOJKHOM MEpE OLCHWIA JUINIOMATHYECKOE MPEIJIOKEHUE
[Tanuna. Ymen, Hukuta MBanoBuu! Crapeiit nuc. OtkazaThes oT ee npukaza OpioB
HE TIOCMEET — JIeJI0 YECTH, B MPOTUBHOM ClIly4ae JH000W OOBUHUT €ro B TPYCOCTH.
[IopydyeHne cmepTenbHO OIACHOE, M3 TEX, O KOTOPBhIX MEYTAIOT, HO CTpallarcs
nonyuutb. To, yto Hamo ansa ['pumm. K Tomy ke [laHWH cOBEpILIEHHO IpaB: pemaTh
CUTYyallMI0 HYXHO HememsieHHO. He ocranoBumb yymy B MockBe — 00Ji€3Hb
nepeKknuHeTcs Ha BCro Poccuto. A 10 X0J0/10B €l1ie, O, KaK JaJeKo.

— Tak Tomy u ObiTh, Hukura HMBanoBuu. Tkl cjnaBHO nOpuaymMasl, —
NoJAbITOXKMUIIA uMneparpuna. — HeiHue Beuepom u ckaxy rpady. Ilycts cobupaercs
B Jopory. [eno cnemHoe.

MHeHue uMnepaTpuibl O CIABHOM PEUIEHWH MO MOBOAY €ro JajbHEWIIEH
cynabObl, ['puropuit OpnoB He paszmenui. bonee TOro, He CKpbUI U CBOETO
HEJIOBOJIbCTBA.

— T'onumb, marymka? — cnopocus, HaObumBmiMCh. — Ocepyana 3a
BUepaliHee?

— Tocoas ¢ ToGOMO, I'pmra, — Ekatepuna crtapanack OBITH JTACKOBOW M
HexHOM. — Kak Tebe Takoe Ha ym mpunuio? Toibko Tebe M MOTy MOPYYUTH ATO
JIEJI0, IPYTUX HAJIEKHBIX JIFOAEH, CaM 3Haellb, y MEHS celyac HeT.

Hacropoxxennoe cepaue OpiioBa Haudano orrauBaTh. llagkuil Ha JecTh, OH
000ay KOMIUTMMEHTHI, TyCTh U He3aclay>KeHHble. EkaTepruHa cMoTpesna Ha Hero Kak
Ha Teposi, UAYIIET0 Ha CMEPTh. CaM HE 3aMETWJI, KaK IJICYU PACHPSIMUIIUCH, TPYAb
BIIEpE]] T10/1aJ1ach, Tla3a CBEPKHYJU OblUIbIM OsieckoM. [IpaBa uMmneparpuna: TOJIbKO
oH cnaceT Poccuto ot uymsl. ['e o u rae uwyma?! PazBe MOKHO cpaBHUBATH!

— Jlydymmmx nroned MHE Jalib, — MPEaynpeadsi OH. — BpIcTynum
HeMemsieHHo. JIHs uepes nBa. Poccust B onacHoctu!

Exareprna nukoBaia, cTapasich HE Moka3aTh cBoero BoiaHeHud. [lomyunnocs!
VYesxaer! Croboanal

— OcraHenbcs? — MoYeMy-TO ceidac, KOorja OHU TOTOBBI OBLTH PAacCcTaThCH,
M, MOXET OBbITh, HABCETJAa, OHA MOYYBCTBOBAJIA TAaWHYIO TPYCTh. 3aXOTEJNOCh, Kak
KOIJ1a-TO MPUXKAThCA K HEMY BCEM TEJOM, OILIyLIas IMOLEIYH HA BIAXKHOU KOXKE, U
BHOBb OOMaHyThCSl — IMOBEPUTH, YTO HY)KHA, JIIOOMMA U >KeJlaHHA — C TEM, YTOOBI
YTPOM OTHYCTHUTh K APYroil, TO)KE HE HYKHOH, HE JIIOOMMOHN W HE KelaHHOU. — S]
Xouy, 4ToObI Thl ocTajics, ['pumial Mue 6e3 Te6s Tak 0JMHOKO.

W Tyr *e moHsua, 4To coBepiumia omuOKy. Henb3ss eMy mpusHaBaTbes B
CBOMX CnaboCTsAX, OH MX cpa3y ucnosibdyer. Ho mo3mHo — cioB He BopooOeid,
BbuIeTEN10. OpIIOB JIOBOJIBHO OCKJIAOWJICS M KOCHYJICS €€ Jihlia, OOJIbHO NMPUABUB
cien ot yaapa. ExatepunHa aepHymach, 1 BHOBh OTpyraja ce0si MBICIEHHO — HaJO
TEpNETh, TOT/Aa U 00JI HE Oy/IeT.

— He mory. 3ansat! — menkayn kabmykamu u Bbimen. He ymocyXuBmmch
OOBSCHUTH €€ BEIMYECTBY, YEM OH TaK 3aHAT HOYBIO.

«OnsTh K JA€BKaM IMOIIeN, — IMOoJyMajia OHa C 3apOKAAroLIEnCcs 37I0CThI0. —
Kob6ens!». Pagocts kyna-to ucnapunack. Ha nyme crano mycto u mytopso. ypal!
— KpukHyn el koraa-to Ilerp. M celiuac EkarepunHa Obula rotoBa ¢ HUM



COTNacuThCA: aypa. Jlo cux mop MeuTaeT o J00BH, XOTSA M TaK MOHATHO, YTO €€ HET,
JOOBH.

NMneparpuiia pelMTenbHO MO3BOHWIA B KOJIOKOJIBYHMK. B KOMHATy BoIlLIa €
mobumas ¢peitninaa ArHa [IporacoBa, MCTIONHSBINAS IO MPOCHOE MUMIIEPATPHUIIHI
BECbMA JEIMKATHBIEC IOPYUYCHHUS.

— Hy uTo0, AHHYylIKa, TOTOB Halll IOPYYUK K CBUJIAHUIO?

OpeiinHa KUBHYJIA.

— T'oTOB, rocynapsIHs: KaxaeT U TperneueT. Kenaere ceroaHs?

Exarepuna konebanach COBCEM HEOJITO:

— OH 1ebe nmoHpaBuics?

— Monona. Kpacus. ['opsu. U oueHb HEOOBIUEH.

[Tomo6HOM XapaKTePUCTUKH OKA3aJI0Ch BIIOJIHE TOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI PEIIUTHCS

— 30BH CKOpee.

I'JIABA 21.

Exarepuna 3Hana, 4TO MHOTME CAaHOBHHUKHM, €€ ITOMHHMBUIME LIAPCTBOBAHUE
EnuzaBetsl IleTpoBHBI, OCyXAanu €€ 3a BBEICHHUE JABYX HOBBIX JOJDKHOCTEH —
npoOHU U BpeMeHluKa. JlomKHOCTH, pa3ymeeTcs, Obul He O(UIIMANIbHBIE, HO YTO
10 MeHseT? [ 1aBHOE, UYTO OHU OBLIH.

Ha cruietHu nipu nBope umrmeparpuiia He oOpaiana BHUMaHus. He mapckoe
310 geno! daBopuTOB HE OHA MpUAYyMala, OHU €IIe BO BpEeMEHa €€ TEe3Ku —
Exarepunsl | corpeBanu umneparopckoe joxxe. AnHa MoaHHOBHA Takke HE OTCTaa
OT CBOEH MPEAUIECTBEHHUIIbI, a YK Npo EnnzaBeTy u roBoputh He npuxoautcs. Ho
N0 HEE YBIECYECHHE PYCCKUX TOCYIapblHb HOCWIO XAaOTHYECKMM XapakTep:
NOHPAaBWICS — IMO3Bajla K cebe. A NOTOM MNPUXOJMIIOCH MpUIJIaIaTh K cede
JOKTOPOB — JICUUTh AypHbIE OOJE3HU. DTO B XyAlleM ciydae. B myumem —
UCIIBITBIBATh pa3odyapoBaHue B nocrenu. He Bcerma kpacuBas BHEIIHOCTH O3HAYaeT
Jr0O00BHBIN MBUT U BBIHOCIMBOCTh. A MOPOW M BOBCE CIy4alUCh Kyphesbl. [lanun eif
pacckasblBaji, 4TO OAHaXAbl Enu3aBera moxenanga MoJoAoro yHrep-oguuepa. Ot
BOJIHEHHSI OH BBIINWJI JIMIIHETO W 3aCHYJ MEpPEN JIBEPbI0 OMNOYMBAJIbHU, TaK U HE
YCIBIIIAB 3BOHA KOJOKOJIbYMKA. Ha yTpo MpHILIOCH MOCTaBUTh KPECT HA NEP3KUX
MeUYTax M Ha J0JIr0€ BpeMsi CTaThb OOBEKTOM 3ibIX MYTOK: «[lo KOM 3BOHUT
KOJIOKOJIBYHK ?».

[Tono6HbIX Kypbe30B ExarepuHa He xenajna — U 0€3 TOro CIMIIKOM MHOTO
neyaid B €€ JKM3HU, HE XBarajo €Ille Oropyarbcsi BO BpeMs JIOOOBHBIX yTex. Ot
daBopuTa U TpeOyeTCs BCEro HUYETO: CHUJIa, HEKHOCTh M CTPAcTh B JIOOOE BpeMs,
KOrjla e, wuMIeparpuile, TOro 3axodercs. Ho dYToObl Takoro HaWTH, HYXKHO
nepenpoOoBaTh aAecatku. B sxunax Exarepunsl kumena KpoBb MaTepu, He TEPIEBIICH
HU MHUHYTHI TPOMEUICHHS] B JIIOOBU; U KPOBH OTLA, BO BCEM MPEANOYUTABIIETO
OCTOPOXKHOCTh W PACCYJOYHOCTb. E€ OCTpbld M TOYHBIA yM MIHOBEHHO HAIEI
HY)KHOE pelleHue. Tak Mpu JBOpe NOsSBWIACh NpoOHS — ¢peiiinvna AHHA
[IporacoBa, Bechbma oOxouasi OO MYXCKHUX Jack. B ee 00s3aHHOCTH BXOAMIIO



noa0UpaTh MYXKYHH ISl JIO)Ka UMIIEPATPHUIIBI, a 3aTeM (ITO0Cie COOTBETCTBYIOIIECTO
MEIUIIUHCKOTO OCMOTpa) MPOBEPsATh MX crocobHoctn Ha cebe. Kro monpaButcs,
TOTO MOKHO PEKOMEH0BATh UMIIEPATPULIE.

BnpouewMm, ona u cama BpemeHnu He Tepsia. [loap3oBanach KaXIpIM yA0OHBIM
CllydaeM YTOJUTh CBOW YIUBUTEIbHBINA anmeTtuT. OmHaxpl, K npuMepy (00 3Tom
cllydyae MMIIEpaTpUIla BCErlla BCIIOMHMHAIA C YJIBIOKOW), K HEW B CHAJBHIO 3allel
UCTOMHUK ¢ ApoBaMu. ExarepuHa jexana B MOCTENN U OTYATHHO Mep3Ja.

— Maue 3g0ko0!

— Ceifuac cra”HeT TeIIO, — CKa3aJl OH, 3aTONUB TIeYb. EkarepuHa
IIPOJI0JDKAJIa JKaJIOBAThCS, YTO €i 350K0, €/1Ba CKphIBas OXBATHUBIIICE €€ JKeJIaHue.

— Ilomolimu M corped MeHs, — CKa3aja OHAa HaKOHEIl, OCO3HaB, YTO €€

HECKPOMHBIE HaMEKH He€ JOCTHraroT u30paHHOW wenu. B Ty 3umy 310 ObLIa,
MOXaJlyd, camasi ropsiuast HO4b.

JIro6oBHUKOB B oTcyTcTBUE ['puropust Ekarepuna mensna dacto. Bo-nepBbix,
TOro TpeboBaja ee )KeHCKasi MPUpoja, a BO-BTOPHIX... €CIU €CTh BO3MOXHOCTH, TaK
nodyeMy Obl UMM HHU BOCIIOJIB30BAThCSA? 3a MECTO BPEMEHINHMKA OOpPOJIMCh MHOTHE.
[Tomumo IIpoTacoBoil o6s3anHOCTH TpoOHU HcnionHsa u [IpackoBbst bproc, ogHako
B OTJINYME OT AHHYIIKHM, bproc cTpajgana HM3NMIIHEH CEHTUMEHTAJIBHOCTBIO U HE
yZiessiia BHUMaHUs OCOOEHHOCTSIM — MOYKET, U XOpo1Io. Yero ele xenaTb-T1o?

Exartepuna xenana 0ombiiero, a y AHHbI Ha XOpPOILIUX JHOOOBHUKOB OKAa3aJICs
IIPOCTO 3BEPUHBIN HIOX. MTHOBEHHO 4ysljIa, KTO MOYKET yrOauTh rocynapsiae. Opios
ITpoTacoBy He NOOUI: MU ciyyae HOPOBUI 00MIEeTh. Ta CHOCHUIIA KOJIKOCTH MOJTYa,
IIPEIYYBCTBYS CKOPBIN 3aKaT €ro My>KCKOH ciassel. Toraa u oreirpaerca. C ee nogauu
Exarepuna u y3Hana o6 usmenax ['pumnu. 1 He rie-HuOyIb, a B BecesaoMm gome. Uto
0Ka3aJoch 0OuHEE BCETO.

Ho ceityac 00 o6uaax MoxHO 3a0bITh. AHHYIIIKa 00Oelana 0coboro Kapajuepa.
N Touno, B KOMHaTy BOIIeN KpacaBel-OJoHIuH. Bricokuii, kapernassiii. [lepBriM
JIeJIOM uMIepaTpuiia Opocuiia B3IJsA Ha ero pyku. M ocranmach JAOBOJBbHA: Takue
OOHUMYT CHJIbHO, HO HEXKHO. [lanbiel B oTiuyne ot ['pulImHbBIX — TOHKHUE U Oelnble,
Ha KUCTH r1yOokuii mpam. Crex oT yaapa. 3Ha4uT, HE HEXKEHKA. YKe XOpoIlIo.

— Ilpoxoau, — npuriacuia oHa HOYHOTro rocts. — BuHa Oyzaemp?

Tor 3auapoBaHHO cmoTpen Ha ee ryObl. Ilotom, ynbiOasch, KuBHyI. Beinui,
KaK M OHa, MoJICTakaHa. A panslne ExarepuHa u He 3aMeTuia, Kak O4yTHIACh B €r0
0o0BsATHsAX. XOTena 3aAyTh CBEUYW, HE Jai. MeIJIeHHO pasfen, Lenys Kaxayro
KJIETOUKY €€ TeJja, Ja TaK MCKPEHHE, 4TO OHa 3a0bpuia O cMyuleHuH. B nocineanue
rofsl €€ (urypa 4yTh OIUIbUIA, HAJIMBIIUCH 3PEJIOCTbIO U MaTepUHCTBOM, ['pynn
ctanu Oosblie, motsokenenu. Ha sxuBoTe gocagHas ckiiajka, BeCbMa €€ CMyIIaBIIasi.
Ho 3T0T cnoBHO U He 3aMeual: Jackaia U HeXH, OatoKai U mpoOyx aal sKeJaHue.

— Xouy! — mpocToHana oHa, HE Y3HaB COOCTBEHHOTO T0JIOCa, XPHUILIOTO OT
JTI0OBH.

XopoiieMmy JI000BHUKY HE TOBOpPSAT O TOM, OH caMm 4yBCTByeT. M korma
TOJIBKO ycren caMm pasneTscsi? Koka y Hero Obuia 3070THCTas, ¢ €Ba 3aMETHBIM



nymkoM. CIIOBHO M HE B3pOCHBIM MYk YWHA, & MAJIbUMK, €I1€ TOJIbKO BXOJISIIUN B
MOPY CBOEH MY>KECTBEHHOCTH. JIaJOHB ONTyIIa)Ia €€ COBEPIICHHYO IIIaJIKOCTbh.

— Kak menk, — ¢ yauBienrem npormienTaia oHa. — Tak He ObiBaeT!

Ho Tyt xe TpeboBarenbHBIN MOLENYH 3aKpbUT POT, yOexaas B 0OpaTHOM —
Bce OBIBAaCT B ATOM KU3HHU, HY)KHO TOJBKO MOBEpUTh. Ero pyka ckoib3HyJa IO
YKEHCKOMY >KMBOTY U BOINPOCHUTEIBHO 3acThula. ExaTepuHa OxHysa, 4yTh pa3/IBUHYB
Horu. Kak mpustHblie ero mpukocHoBeHus! M He HY)KHO NPOCHUTH, JeJaeT TakK, Kak
oHa xodeT. Emie, eme! — Teno BBITHYJIOCH, MPUHKMMAs B CeOSl rOpsSYUN KOPEHBb
JKU3HH.

JIBa Tema ABUTAIMCh Tak, CJIOBHO OBbUIM coO37aHbl Apyr s apyra. U
EkaTepuHa, yel ClyX HUKOT/Ia HE IPUHUMAJ U HE MOHUMAJT 3By4YaHUsI MY3bIKAJIbHBIX
WHCTPYMEHTOB, BIPYT YJIOBWJIA B CIQXXEHHOM JBIXaHUU OCOOBI PUTM — MY3BIKY
m00BU. My>XK4nHA BAPYT 3aCThUI, U OHA MCIYyTranaach, 4YTO My3bIKa ceiiuac 000pBeTC.
N Ha cMeHy 3apOoxKIaroeMycsl B HEM HACIAXKACHUIO ITPUJIET pazoyapoBanue. Ho Her,
ommbnack. [lpunomHABIIMCH HaA JOKTSIX, OH CMOTpPEN B MOTEMHEBIIWE TJa3a,
OnecTsAmme OT CTPAacTH, a MOTOM, M KaK TOJBKO CMOT — PBIBKOM IEPETSHYI €€
HaBepxX. Temepp ero pyku cBOOOAHBI. TOHKME, HO CHUIIBHBIC MAJIbIIBl JIETJIH Ha
TsDKeJNble HaOyxiue rpyau. Jla, *MMEHHO 00 3TOM OHa M XOTena ceildac MOMPOCHUTb.
['puia HUKOTIA HE JACKal €€ TPy/lb, a € TaKk HpaBUTC, Koraa... [la, korga BoT Tak.
K uepry I'pumry! Tonbko HE ocTaHaBIUBaMCS, MUJTBII!

ExkarepyHa 4yThb HaKJIOHWIACh. UJIMHHBIE TEMHBIE TIPSAAA C TMEPBBIMU
cepeOpsIHBIMU HUTSAMH, YKPbUIA UX 000ux. CKBO3b NIayTHHY BOJIOC Mepliajia CBeYa.

— Kak B manaie, nmpasna? A 3Haellb, ¢ TOOOM TIEUCTBUTEIBLHO pail...

Ee 7noHO cTaHOBUIIOCH OE€30HHBIM, >KaJHO TpeOys HOBBIX JOKa3aTEIbCTB
xenanus. OH KpenKo MpKuMan ee Oempa K CBOMM, yCKOpsisi putM. [lnams cBeun
MPBITANIO, MBITASICh BEIPBATHCS U3 BOCKOBOT'O TENA.

— Brictpee!

MpImmpl COAPOTHYIUCH, OCBOOOXKTas coku oOBu. [lo Temy mpokaTmmach
ropsiuasi BOJHa, HOTTH BOH3UJIMCH B 30JI0THCTYIO KOXKY, OCTaBIISASI TITyOOKHE MOJIOCHI C
KarnejabKaMu KPOBH.

Exatepuna TspKeno japliajia, 3anpoKuHyB royioBy. Ee mogparusaromiue 6eapa
MO-TIPEXKHEMY KPENKO 0OXBaThIBAIU MYKCKHE upecia. Xopolo-To kak, Karenpka!
9X, ecau Obl...

— O! 3HauuT, Bce Mpo0JKAeTCs?

Ckpun KpoBaTH NOATBEPAII: BCE MPOJIOTAKACTCS.

He ob6manymna IIportacoBa. Ot ¢daBoputa u TpeOyeTcsi BCEro HHUYEro:. CHIIA,
HEXHOCTh U CTPACTh B JIFOOOE BpeMs, KOTZa €il, uMIepaTpuile, Toro 3axouercs. U
€11 YMEHUE MOJTYATh.

I'JIABA 22.

— S 3axry cBeuy, nagHo? He mo6mio B TeMHOTE pasroBapuBaTh. Korma rnas
HE BHWXY, TO CTAaHOBHUTCS He mo cebe. B rmazax — nyma uvenmoBeka. MHorma



OCMOTpHUIIb, U Cpa3y NMOHMMACIIb — 4YEepHas Aylla, a MHOrjaa — Oenee CHera,
TOJILKO CJIMIIKOM XoJjiofHas. OTorpers HE OTOrpeellb, a €CIM OCTAHEUIbCS, TO
3aMep3Hentb. CMEIHO Thl KaK-TO MHE BOJIOCHI TJIaAMIIb, OyATO aHrena. MeHs HUKTO
[0 TOJIOBE HE TNAAWI. HU OTEl, HU MaTh, HU MYyX. A s 510010, KOr/Ia K BOJIOCaM
npukacarotcs. Korga xouenrs kacaTbCs Apyroro, toraa u JirooOuiib. JIr000Bb OHa
pazHas ObiBaeT. MHe Buepa mnpoineHue nojainu. DIoTcKkui KanmuTaH XO4yeT Ha
7(UONKe KEHUThCs. BeHYaThCsl eMy He pa3pelIiv: KTO K ¢ 00e3bsSHON B 1IEPKOBb
unet. I'pex, geckarb, OOJIBIION, XOTS TaK U HE CMOIJIM MHE OOBSICHUTH, B UEM I'peX
3aKioyaeTcs? A oHa ¥ He 00e3bsHa. KTO TOJIbKO MOJ00HYIO0 TIYNOCTh MpUAyMai?
Mononenbskas coBceM, Becenas. Koxka, kak kode, B KOTOPBIM YyThb-UyTh CIIMBOK
nob6aBuu. 3yObl poBHBIE, Oenbie. HemynpeHo, 4To Hail KanuTad BIOOUIICS. YMpY,
roBopurt, 0e3 Hee. Pa3pemmia. Y e xaneto o0 3ToM. 3Haelib, 4TO 5 Hamucaida Ha
TOM TpolieHun? «Cue ecTh He 0oJiee YeM YeCTONIOOMBBIN MOIUTHUYECKUN 3aMbICeN
npotuB Typuum: s XOTena 3THM TOPKECTBEHHO O3HAMEHOBAaTh OpakocoueTaHHe
pycckoro ¢aora ¢ UepusiMm Mopem». Chenn. A Beb Ha CaMOM JIefie 5 TOBEpUiia B UX
11000Bb. Becem kamuTaH pHCKOBanl paad 4YEpHOM KpacaBHIlbL. Thl caM-TO JIFOOHUIIb
puckoBath? Bpemib. [1o rmazam BrKy, 4TO JTFOOUIIIb.

A 3Haemib, uyTo s Jr00m0? Jo6mo npockimatees B Ilereprode netom. Y1po
paHHee, CKBO3b JIMCTBY COJIHBIIIKO MPOOMBAETCS, U YYyBCTBYELIb ce0s MOJOJION U
CYACTIMBOM. YMOEIILCS BOJIOW XOJIOJHOM, U yibIOHebes. Uemy? Cama He 3Haelllb.

Cobax mo0mt0. Y MeHst BOH ux ckoibko. Kotopoe yxke moromctBo natot. Ho s
uM noBepsito. Cobaku He nmpenaroT. [lomHto, Korna eile Oblla BETUKON KHATHHEH, TO
HIBEACKUNA MOCTaHHUK ['OpH mojapui MHE odapoBareiabHyr0 00soHKY. [Ipokasznuiia
Obla yxkacHas. M B oTivuuMe OT MEHs My)X4MH He Teprena. [IpuBedana TOJIbKO
Cranucnasa. [lonstHo, mouemy. OH KO MHE TOrJa 4acToO MPUXOAMI M BCerja ¢
MOJIHOIIIEHUEM JIJIsl cOO0aKM. A Kak-TO IpHUIleN He oAuH, BMecTe ¢ ['opHom. ['opHa
Oononka oOnasia, Kak Bpara, a K [IoHATOBCKOMY KHHYNach, CIOBHO K Jy4IIeMy
Ipyry, TpeOys NMpUBBIYHOE JTAaKOMCTBO. ['opH oTBen CTaHKCIaBa B CTOPOHY U CKa3a:
«/Ipyr moii. Het nuuero yxxacuee OosnoHok. Korna st BmoOsiicss B Kakyro-HHOY b
KEHIMHY, TO TEPBBIM JOJTOM Japwi ed OoJIoOHKYy U, Onmaromapsi e, y3HaBal O
CYIIECTBOBaHUH 0OJiee CUYACTIMBOTO COMEpHHUKa». Sl Torma B MepBBIA pa3 yBHuena,
kak cmyTuiica Ctanucnas. bosbliie 1TakoMCTB JIJ1s1 cCOOAaKu OH He npuHocui. [la, Obuin
BpeMeHa... Cyan0a ero cioxunack HecuacTinBo. Ctan koposem [lonbiim, HO moTom
BBIHYKJIeH Obul Oexatrb B Poccuto, octaBuB TpoH. Temneps xuBetr B IletepOypre,
Kynasicb B pockoiwu. Bunena nu s ero? Her. M He xouy, mycTh Mbl B MaMsITU APYT
Jpyra OCTaHEeMCSI MOJIOJIBIMU U BIIIOOJICHHBIMH.

Tel mymaemns, i CAMIIKOM 4YacTO TOBOPIO O Bo3pacte? Bmacte crapur. D10
IUIaTa 3a MOTYIIECTBO, U MHE MPUXOJUTCS TUIATUTH 3a MPABO OBITH MUMIIEPATPHULICH.
Ho ¢ npyroii cTopoHsI, 1 MOTY TIO3BOJIUTH Ce€0€ MOKyNaTh JTI0O00Bb. Y TaKWX, KaK THI.
Tonbko He oOwmxkaiics. [myno Ha ipaBay oOmwkatbes. Tem Goliee, YTO HEMTOHSATHO, KTO
U3 Hac XyXe MOCTYyMaeT: 1, KoTopasi 6epy, Ui Tbl, KOTOPBIN Aaemib. Bripouem, HUKTO
Ipyroi Obl HE cTajd MEHS Tak CIOylaTh, Kak Thl. 32 3T0 — cracu6bo xeHckoe. [Ipo
apCcKoe YK€ U He TOBOPIO.



[Taxuer oT TeOs cnagko, TOJIBKO YTO HCIEYEHHBIM xyeboMm. Sl ¢ mercTBa
aro6mo ero. Tak maxHer cuactee. M nmumo y Teds Kakoe HEKHOE, CJIOBHO K IMyXy
1e0sKbeMy MpHUKacaebesi. Moiogoe uIo.

Hymaemb, s 60roch crapoctu? Her, s 6010Ch JUIIb OJHOTO — JHUIIUTHCS
CIIOCOOHOCTH kenaTh. TONBKO 3TO O3Ha4aeT cMepTh. HeBakHO, Kakue kelaHue —
JTOOUTKCS TI0OBH, yJIauH, CIIPABEIJIMBOCTH — JIMIIL ObI OHO OBLIO.

B oauH U3 1epKOBHBIX MPAa3AHUKOB s MOJIMIIACh B COOOpE U YBUJENA Y UKOHBI
boromarepu miauyiiyro >KEHIIMHY. 3Haelllb, PYCCKHE KEHIIMHBI JHOO PhIIAIOT B
rojioc, JMOO TJOTAIOT CJe3bl, PUCKYd 3axJIEOHYThCSA. DTa rioTaja. A TMOTOM
MOJIOXKMIIA TIepe]] UKOHOM Kakyro-To Oymary. Korna ona yimia, s monpocuia AaTh
MHE 3Ty Oymary. $I He oxujana, 4To 3To OyJeT >kajoOa mapuile HeOeCHOM Ha MEHS
— 1apuIly 3eMHYyI0. bory ObIIO yromHo, 4ToObl s caMa YBHjENA MPOIICHHE U
NpUHsJIa MpaBuibHOE pemieHue. Oka3anock, YTO Ta JKEHIMHAa — mnomemuua. OHa
nucaia, 4yTo s yTBepAWJa HecmpaBeanuBoe pemeHue CeHara, Mo KOTOPOMY Yy Hee
orobpanu wuMeHue. Ha ™Moux T7a3ax BBICTYNMIM CJE3bl, KOrja s Ipowia:
"Bnanprania nebecHas, [Ipecsaras JleBa, mpocBeTH M Bpa3yMu Halry 0JarocepaHyio
MOHAPXHHIO, Ja CBEPIIUT CyaA mpaBbiii. W cTonbko ObUIO CKOpOM B 3TUX CIIOBax,
CTOJIBKO HaJeXk/bl Ha CIPaBEIJIMBOCTh, YTO g 3a0pana mpochOy ¢ coboil u Benena
KanoOUuIe Yepe3 TpU JHs NpuiiTH Bo ABopel. He o010 HecnpaBeaiuBOCTh, Jaxe
CBOI0O COOCTBEHHYIO. 3a O3HAuY€HHBIM CpoK s BbITpeOoBasa u3 Cenara aeno,
BHUMATEJIbHO O3HAKOMMJIACh C HUM M MpuUIIa K BbIBOAY, 4To CeHaT AOMyCTHI
ommbOKy. Korpma sxe OenHas nomemuiia OpUILIA, s W3BUHWIACH Ieped Hel U
pUKa3ajia BEpHYTh UMEHUE.

Thl He BO3paxkaellb, eciid s Tabak MoHoxaw? PacyyBcTBoBanach oueHb. A
Tabak yacTto Hroxar. Kak-to rpaduns bpanuiikas 3ametuna, uto s Bceraa Oepy ero
JIEBOM PYKOH, M crpocuia: "A OTYero ke He MmpaBoil, Bamie BennyecTBo?" Ha uto s
el orBermna: "Kak mapp-6a0a, 4acto naio 1LenoBaTh MPaBYI PYKy M HaxXoxy
HEMPUCTOMHBIM BCEX TYIIUTH TA0AKOM .

Hy, BOT u ynbIOHyJCS. A TO JEXHIIb CEPbE3HbIH, TOJBKO TMICYUKO MHE
OrJakKvMBaellb, OyATO CBATHIHIO Kakyro. W kak Tebe, cBatbiHA? HpaBurca? Tel He
CMOTpH, YTO s rpyOa mopoil ObIBal, 3aTO CIpaBeIMBa M UYYyBCTBUTENbHA, Ja U
NOIIYTUTh Beceno Jobmo. Ha mnpounwtoil Henmene mnpuHUMAana Jejeranuro
nyxoeHcTBa. [Ipock0a y HUX Obuta BecbMa HeoObluHas: Llapb-ne, Oatromika, [letp
Benukuii, ko10Ko0Ja HA MYIIKKA U3BOJIMI NEPENIUTh, a KOTJAa UX CHUMaJ, TO oOemal
BCKOpPOCTH BepHYTh. [la Tak u He BepHyd. He mocmocoOcTByete v Bbl B Hamem
rope, Matymka?" Jla rjae K s UM KoJIoKoJia ceiiuac Bo3bMy? He 0OpaTHO ke myliku
nepenuBath? Ho oTkazaTh cpasy He mocmena. C IIEpKOBBbIO, MUJIBIH, CCOPHUTHCS
Henb3s. OHa Hama omopa Ha 3emiie W JecTHHlIa Ha Hebo. Bor s u
MOJIFOOOMBITCTBOBAJIA, OOpaIllaIiCh U OHU C 3TOM mpoch0oil k camomy Iletpy 17
"O6pamanuch, Marymka!l — orBeuaror. — M gaxke meTunus oHasl C T€X BPEMEH Y
Hac coxpaHuiack.” Pa3zymeercs, mokenanga Ha Hee B3TJIAHYTh, JIIOOOMBITHO ke! A
KOT'Jla OHM MHE €€ BPYUYWJIH, TO yBHAEJIa KPOME BCET0 MPOYEro M PEe30JIOLHUI0 Ha Hel
HauepTaHHyto: "A ###Bam moero He Hafno?" U noanucs: "Iletp I." TlocMoTpena st Ha



CKOpOHBIE JTMLa TPOCUTENIEN U €]1Ba HE paccMesutack. [locie yero nmonpocusia noaarhb
IEPO M YEPHUJIA U CBOEH LIAPCTBEHHOM PY4YKOM Haueprana: "A s ke, KaK KEHIIUHA,
JaXKe 3TOro NpeIoKuTh He Mory'. Tak u ymum He ¢ ueM. [Ipunercs teneps camMmum
CpPEACTBA HA KOJIOKOJIA N3BICKUBATH.

He ycran emie ot Moux ucropuil ga oTkpoBeHuil? Bor u nmagHo. Twl korma
PYKH MO€M KacaellbCsl, y MEHs [0 BCEMy Telly Mypauiku npooOeratoT. UynHo, a Ha
cepale Teriee CTaHOBUTHCA. M mpuspaku oTcTynaroT. MHe Bep OHM 4acTo TENepb
BO CHax fABIAIOTCS. M 4dame Bcero oren npuxoauT. TakuM, Kak s €ro U 3allOMHWIA
nepen oTbe3oM. MBI ¢ HUM TOorja Joyro pasropapuBaiv. OH €IMHCTBEHHBIN, KTO
HOJIEpKal MEHSI B CMEHE peiauruu. Matpe Obula IpOCTHO NPOTHUB, U3-3a 3TOTO Hallla
cBanpba ¢ Ilerpom enBa He pacctpomnack. OTel ke HU pa3y HE BBICKA3ajl CBOETO
pa3ouapoBaHus, X0TA, JyMaro, Obl1 0ueHb onevaneH. OHaKo OH Halle B ceOe CHIIBI
JIaTh HYXKHBIE COBETHI. OKa3blBaTh KpailHee YBaX€HHE U OECIpPeKOCIOBHOE
IIOBUHOBEHUE TEM, OT KOIO 3aBHCENAa MOSI Cyap0a, MHE TaKXe CJIEIOBAjO CTAaBHUTh
JKEJIaHWs MOETO CYINpyra BbIIIE COOCTBEHHBIX, M30eras MHTUMHOIO COJIKEHHUS C
OKpY’KaroluMu auuamu. beansiii nmana! IlepBeie ronpl s crapanach cieqoBaTh 3THM
COBETaM, MOKa He MOHsUIA, YTO OHU BEAYT MeHs K nponacTu. [logo6Hoe paBHOAYIINE
paccMaTpuBaoch, Kak c€i1a00OCTh, a OTCYTCTBHUE JPYy3€H [enalo MOE€ IMOJIOKEHHUE
COBCEM HEBBIHOCUMBIM. OH 0YEHb PacCTPOWIICS, y3HAB, YTO CBOUM IIOBEJICHUEM S
CTaja MOX0’Ka Ha Marb. /[ymaro, 9TO U CBelO OTUA B MOTWIy paHblie BpemeHU. OH
HUKaK He MOT IPUCIIOCOOUTHCS K iepeMeHaM. JKaib. ..

WHoraa s BUXKyY MaTh, €1lle MOJIOAYI0 U KpacuByro. OHa BCIO JKU3Hb Oexana OT
CTapOCTH M HUUICTHI, HO OAHAXIbl CHUJIbl U3MEHWIM, U OHA CTOJKHYJIACh C HUMH
JULOM K JMLy. S He IpHCYTCTBOBalla HA IIOXOPOHAX CBOUX POJUTEIEH U JAXKE HE
3HAI0, II€ MOKOUTCA MX Ipax. Jla u HaBepHOE, TEmepb 3TO YK€ HE TaK BaXHO. S|
6orock Mormi. boroch mpuBsizanHOCTEN K KOMY-T0. Cyap0a Bcerja OTHUMAET Y MEHs
T€X, KOTr0 S TOTOBa MOJIIOOUTh. Y MEHS HECKOJBbKO JAeTed, K KOTOpPBIM s He
UCHBITHIBAI0 HUKAKMX YYBCTB. Sl MX po’karo, UX 3a0UparoT, U Ha TOM Hallle OOIIeHHE
3akaHuMBaeTcs. Tonbko AHHYIIKY 5 JtoOuia, Kak cBoero pedenka. Poauna-to ee ot
mobumMoro. XopoiieHbkas Obiia, Kak anren. Csernas, jackoBas. Korma ['ocroap
npulpasl ee, s AOArO ropeBana. 3Haellb, OJHAXIbl nocMoTpena Ha [laBma u
I'PELIHBIM JI€JIOM MOAyMaJla: II0YeMy OHa, a He OH. IloToM ycTelaunace, BBIMAIUBAs
npomeHue y bora. Henb3s xenate cMepTH Apyroro, HO M KM3HU TOXKE JKElaTh
Henb3s. [ pex.

OnHuUM TpexoM 0oJibllle, OJHUM MEHbIIE... ['pex He MOOUTh CBOUX JIETEH, a
He 000 ux. Yyxue oHn MHe, u ocodeHHo [laBen uyxoil. C KakabIM JTHEM OH BCE
oonee Ilerpa HamoMuHaeT, Bpoae Obl U HEPOJIHON €My, a CTAHOBUTCS yIAUBHUTEIHHO
noxox. U cyas0y, HaBepHOe, ero moBTOpHT. S naBeya ¢ (paHIily3aMu pa3roBapuBaa,
U 3Haelllb, KaKyI0 MBICJIb YCIbIIIaia; Ba)KHEE BCETO ISl MY>KUMHBI JTIOOOBH MaTepH,
KOJIM JTIOOUT OHA ChIHA, TaK M KE€Ha ¢ To4Yepbio JroouTh OyayT. A IlaBna yxe ceitdyac
HUKTO HE JIIOOUT — pacTeT BOTYOHKOM. I Bce BOMpOCH HOPOBUT MyIIKAMHU PELIUTh.
KpoBoxxanubeiii nypak! M kak OH HE NMOHMMAET, YTO IYLIKA HE MOTYT BOEBAaTh C



unesmu? MHOTMa M Kpemkoro cjioBa Ha Hero He xBartaeT. He Beser Poccum Ha
HACJICTHUKOB, OX, HE BE3ET.

OOHuMU MeHst emie pa3, ¢ TOOOW sI YyBCTBYIO ceOsl JKCHIIMHOW, a He
umneparpuiein. 1 moyemy co MHOM It0au HE MOTYT ObITh McKpeHHH? [louemy
HAJIEBAIOT MACKY, MOJ KOTOPOH U HE pa3misauilb ucTUHHOTOo juna?! HenaBHo oauH
cTapblid agMupain ObLT MPEACTAaBICH KO JBOPY IMOCIE MOPCKOro 00si, KOTOpbI OH
onectsmie Bbiurpas. MIHTEpeCHBIM BOsKa. yc celod, a ria3 MoJjiofou, urpaer. A
MOMpOCHUIa €ro pacckaszaTh O MOAPOOHOCTIX 3TOM OaTanuu. AIMUpal Hadyall pacckas,
HO, TI0 MEpPEe TOTO KaK YBJIEKAJICS M pacnaysuics Bce 0oJiee, CTajl Nepecka3blBaTh CBOU
KOMaHJbl ¥ oOpalieHusi K MaTpocam, IMepeMexkas HMX Takol OpaHblo, 4TO BCe
CIYILIABIIME €r0 paccKa3 OLEMEHENN OT CTpaxa, He 3Has, KaK s OTHECYChb K 3TOMY.
CMOTps Ha MEHSI UCIYTaHHO U JIeJIal0T €My 3HAKH. JIeCKaTh, MOJTYH, CTaphIil XpbIY,
Momuu. [Io BeIpaXEHWIO WX JUI aaMUpai IMOHsJI, YTO OH HAJenal, W, BCTaB Ha
KOJICHH, CTaJl IPOCUTH Y MEHSI TPOLIEHUs. MHE Tak KaJIKO €ro CTajao: u3-3a MIIynoCTH
IpPYTUX, 4yTbh CBOE€ JOCTOMHCTBO He mnoTepsul. — Illpomomkaire, moxaiymcra,
Jlalibllle Ball BEChbMA MHTEPECHBIA PAacCKa3, — TFOBOPIO CHOKOWHO U JIACKOBO, — 4
ATUX MOPCKMX HAa3BaHUU U CJIOB BCE PABHO HE MOHUMAIOY.

XoTs “HOTAA M OBIBAIOT MCKIIIOYEHUS. BB TYT oMH cTapbiii reHepan. Hekto
®denop Muxaitnoud IllectakoB. Moxer, cabiman? [IpociyxuB Oosiee copoka JerT,
OH HU pasy He ObL1 B [leTepOypre, u mpuexan crojaa TOJbKO MO CIy4ar0 OTCTAaBKH 3a
MOJIy4YeHUEM JIOKYMEHTOB, HEOOXOIUMBIX MJii MEHCMU. MHe ero mnpeacTaBuiIu.
VBuzes lllectakoBa s HCKpEHHE YAUMBHWIIACH, TAK KaK MoJlarajia, 4YTo 3HaK BCEX CBOUX
reHEPaNoB, U, HE CAEpKaBIIUCh, 3aMeTiiia: — Kak ke tak, @enop Muxaitnosud, 4o

s 710 CUX MOp HU pazy Bac He Bujana? OH B poary He octaicsa. — Jla Beab u 1,
MaTyIlKa-Tlapuila, TOXE Bac HE 3HaN. S ObUla B BOCXHUIIEHWH OT CTOJNb
mpOCTOAYIHOTO OTBeTa. — Hy, MeHs-to, OemHy0 BIOBY, T/€ Ke 3HATh! A BHI,

®enop MuxaitioBry, Bece xe rerepain! Tak u paccranuch, JOBOJBHBIE NIYTKAMH APYT
apyra. Bot kak HagoOHO ¢ uMnepaTpuieil  pa3roBapuBaTh, 1a HE KAXKA0MY JaHO.

Jlpema HacTymaer. YIOTHO psiioM ¢ TOOOi. 3aBTpa BHOBb TeOs M0O30BY. boxke
MOH, Kak cmath-To Xxodercs! VYoarokanm wmomganuem. J[oOpoii HOuu. Tonbko He
yxoau. [ToOyab psamom.

I'JIABA 23.

CHbl  Obliu  MseKUe U Nywucmole, CJIOBHO CHe2 HA Kpaw  ONYWKU.
IIamnaoyamunremuss @uxe cmosia 8o3ne kapemol Ha epanuye Poccuu u Ilpyccuu.
L]exu paspymsanunuce. I'naza eeceno dnecmenu. Pyku packunymuvl, cio6Ho Kpulibsi.
Cmapvlii naawy pacnaxmyics Ha 2pyou, 8nycKas o00xicucarue 1eoaHyro C8excecms.
«Xonoono'». Ocmynunace, nOCKOIb3HYIACL U 8OPY2 COCKONb3HYIA GHU3 NO JIEOSAHOU
oopooicke. C 8bICOKOU e NPOCHINANACH CHEHCHAS Nulilb. Duke 3acmesnacy. <A 6y0y
pycekou  yapuyeu!». Om  3860HK020 2010CA  88epX NOOHANOCL BOPOHbE. X0
Hacmewiugo nepedpasnuno — apuyeu!». A ona 6ce Kamunaco u KAMUIACL GHU3,
Hascmpeuy Heu38eCmHoCmu.



— @uke! Bepnucs! Bepnucy!

Ona monbko 6eCnOMOWHO KpUYana:

— I[lomozcume!

U 6 mom momenm, koz0a eoga He pyXHyid 8 NOJbIHLIO, CUTbHAS V3KAS PYKA
cxeamua 3a oesudve sanicmoe. Yoepocanra. OOHako ocmpwie Kpas 1b0a HPponopoau
Kucmo. benvlii cnee oxponunu anvie xanau. Hcnyeanmvie 2onyovie enaza 8
OPUNTUAHMUKAX Clle3 8CMPEMUNUCL CO 632/I100M KAPUX U NoYyemy-mo nedanrbHbix
enas. M cpazy cmano cnokotino u menio. bonvwe ¢ nei nuye2o ne ciyuumscsi.

— Kmo mu1?

[IpocHynace 4yTh mo3xe 0ObyHOTO. B cemb uacoB. He oTkpmiBas riias,
yJIBIOHYJIACh, U TIPOTSHYJIA PYKY. YIIBIOKA TYT ke Hcuesna.

Ilycro.

[Monymka psaom mpumsara. Ha momyiike M30rHyTO€ MEpHINIKO — Oenoe u
aerkoe. CJOBHO W HE OBUIO HM HOYHOTO TOCTS, HHM pPa3roBopa IpU CBETE
MOTPECKUBAIOIIEN CBEYM.

Bor Her psamom, M Kak-TO OJAMHOKO CTano. 3adeM ymen? Beas mpocuna
octaTtbes. [103BOHMIIA B KOJIOKOJIBYHK:

— IIpoTacoBy ko Mue! bricTpo!

@peiinuHa npubdesxana TyT e, UCITyTraHHas BO3MOYKHON HEMUJIOCTHIO.

— Bame BemuuectBo! Ilpocture! — TyT Xe mnoBamuiack B HOTH. —
Henornsgena s1, He nonsuia. TonbKo celvac y3Hala.

— O yem y3Hana? — CBapJIMBO CIOPOCKIIA UMIIEPATPUILIA, YMBIBASICh XOJIOIHON
BOJIOM.

— O nopyuuke, Anekcee CemeHoBe. Toro, Koro si BaM peKOMEH10BaJIa 3TON
HOYBIO.

— A uto ¢ Hum? — Ekarepuna nobiennena, npeayyBCcTBys HelaaaHoe. — Yto
HE TaK?

— l'ocynapeins, oH mocne KOHTy3uu. Huyero He ciblmmT, a IOTOM CTOJb
MonyanuB, 0osick momacth Bopocak. Ho geno cBoe 3nHaer. [louemy BbI cMeeTecs,
Ballle BEJINYECTBO?

Exarepuna xoxoTana, MOBaJIMBIIMCh HA KPOBATh!

— A g-10, aypa centumentanbHas! Ilomymana, yTo B mepBblid pa3 BCTpeTUia
yMHOro Myxxuuny. Ciymaer, He nepeOuBasi, H, YTO CaMO€ yJIUBHUTEIbHOE, MOJIYUT.
Bor, nymato, nosesno! Oka3anock, KOHTY3us1. Xa-Xa.

[IpoTacoBa mepeBena ayx: He ocepuana, u CmaBa bory! Eif Obl mepBoi
JOCTaJO0Ch 3a TO, YTO Hemorsiaena. Bce M3BECTHO, UTO TOCYNApPBIHA HE TEPHUT
¢usznyeckux HeNOoCTaTkoB y (aBoputoB. [loToM yXe Korma MPUBBIKHET, TO IO-
JIPYroMy BOCIIPUHHUMAET, HO IIOHAYAITY 3JIUTCS.

— 3Haelp, 4To, AHHYIIIKa, — MOCEPbE3HENA BAPYT uMmneparpuua. — [ryxoH,
HE IIyXOH, 3TO COBEPLUIEHHO HEBAXKHO. [10 aymie npumesncsa. Tak 4To 30BH €ro npsaMo
cefyac. A TO yIlIed paHO YTPOM, JAXE TOJKOM IONPOLIATBCS HE YCHEIH. —
Exartepuna noiimMana yAuBICHHBIN B3 Qpeianasl. Ho 00BICHATH CBOIO MPOCHOY



HE CTaJla — MYCTh JyMaeT, YTO XOUeT, €€ JEeJI0 MAJICHHKOE — BBITIOIHATH MPUKA3HI.
DX, UIIh OBl eIle YBUIETH €T0 eIlIe Pa3oK.

KnaTe npunuioch HEAOITO.

— IMopyunk CemeHOB, Balie BEIUYECTBO.

Exarepyna c yauMBIeHHEM paccMaTpuBaia CKIOHHUBILIETOCS Tiepes Hew
IIYTUIOTO MOJIOJOTO YeJIOBEKa, YbM YEpHBIE BOJIOCHI OBUIM IEPEBS3aHbl UYEPHOUN
ageHTtoi. OH ObUT OJE€T B XOpomio 3HaKoMyio el (popmy CeMEeHOBCKOTO IIOJIKA.
Nmnepatpuiia Opocuiia B3IJIsIT Ha PYKH — KOPOTKHE MajbIlbl, HA KUCTSIX HU OJHOTO
mpama. Yo 3a riymas nrytka!

— Krto 3107 — umneparpuiia mpuiajgia oT HerojoBaHus. — Koro Thl MHe
npuBesna?

Tenepp pacrepsnace [Iporacosa:

— Aunekcest CeMeHOBa, rOCyIapbIHs, KaK Bbl U MPOCUIN, — U MOAOUAS K HEM
noOJImKe, ONacauBo npornentana: — Yto-HuOyap He Tak?

— Cmpocu ero, riae oH ObUT BUEpA.

— OH ke II1yXxoH, Ballle BeJINYECTBO.

— Tlouemy rimyxoit? Ax aa, Tel e roBopuia. ['pamoty pasymeer?

[Topyuuk rpamMoTy pazyme.

— Bor nucrt u Gymara, cripocu €ro, rjie OH ObLI.

[Toyepk y mopyuyuka okazajcsi HEPSAIUIMBBIA UM HEKpacuBbIid. VI cam OH ObLI
Henpuated. Yto toapko B HeM IlporacoBa wHamuia! IlpounTaB OTBET TIUIyXOTO,
UMIIepaTpulla paszo3nwiach eme Oonbmie. HakanyHe oH ObLI B Ka3zapMax.
[Ipurnamenue Kk uMIepaTpuile MOJydus, HO HE MOIIE, TaK MOeJl CIMIIKOM MHOTO
perbl U ropoxa U BCe BpeMsl UCIYCKas B3JI0XH, KOTOpbIE OIIMOATUCh BBIXOJAOM. A
moTOM 3a00Je KWUBOT, W CTajJ0 HE 10 JIOOOBHBIX MOABUTOB. OH NPUHOCUT
rocyJapblHe CBOU HIKAKNIIINE N3BUHCHUS.

— Kakas nomnutocts, — Ope3rnuBo npoOopMoTania uMmieparpuna. — Pena u
ropox. Ho xote gyecten. M Ha ToM cracu6o. YBeau ero, u 4Tod OOJbIe 1 HUKOTAA
MOpYYHKa HE BUJENA B CBOMX MOKOsX. OH MHE MMPOTHBEH.

Hactpoenne ucnoptunocs. OHa Mpadno nuia Kode, Isas Ha XJIOMbs CHETa,
BBI3BIBABIIIME B TMaMsATH TyMmMaHHble oOpas3el. Ha cepeOpsiHoOM TmogHOCE JiexKaso
W30THYTOE MEPBIIIKO, MOIparuBaroIiee Ha CKBO3HSIKE.

— Kmo mu1? I'0e mo1? C kem mwvi?

I'JIABA 24,

OpJ10BYy y1aJ0Ch HEBEPOSITHOE: B JJOBOJBHO CKOPBIE CPOKM YyMa OTCTyIUJa OT
Mocksbl. Tomy cnocoOCcTBOBajgM HE TOJIBKO YKECTKHE MEphl, HO M HACTYIHUBIIUE
paHbllle BPEMEHHM Xojofa. OnuaemMus Obuia octaHoBieHa. OH TOPKECTBEHHO
BepHyJcs B [lerepOypr, oxumas HOBOrOo MOTOKA HArpaj U JIOOOBHBIX MPHU3HAHHM.
O>xunanusi COBUTHCH: M HArpajbl MOTYYHII, U JTI0O0BHBIE Mpu3HaHusi. Ho Tonbko He
CO CTOPOHBI UMITEPATPHULIBI.



[Io ero Bo3BpameHnto Tocka Exarepunsl Tosbk0 ycununace. ['pu I'pu cnennin
3a KaXXIbIM €€ IIaroM, He OTKa3biBas ce0e B COOCTBEHHBIX YAOBOJBCTBHSX. Temepb
BCE OTKPBITO TOBOpUIM 00 ero m3MeHax. boiblie Bcero ummeparpuiia 0Oostach
NOJIXBaTUTh AYpHYIO OO0J€3Hb, 3Has MOPHUPOJHYIO PACHYLIEHHOCTH CBOETO
HAJI0EBIIETO JIIOOOBHUKA.

Kak-to UMnepaTpuiie nepeaaiv KONUI0 MUCbMa (paHIly3CKOro MOCIaHHUKA
bepanxe: «IIpupona caenana ero He Oojee Kak PYyCCKUM MY>KHMKOM, TaKUM OH H
ocTtajics 0 KoHua. OH pa3BlIEKaeTCsl BCSIKMM B3J0pOM; AyIla y HEro TakoBa XK€,
KaKOBbl y Hero BKychl. JI[I0OOBM OH OTHaeTcs Tak Ke, Kak ele, U OJMHAKOBO
YVAOBJIETBOPSAETCA KaK KaJMbIYKOW WM (PUHKOM, Tak M caMOW XOPOIICHbKOU
IPUABOPHOMN Aamoii. DTo npsMo Oypiak”. DTOT PyCCKUN OTKPHITO HAPYIIAET 3aKOHBI
Jr00BU MO OTHOIICHUIO K UMIIEpaTpulie. Y HEro ecTh JIOOOBHUIIBI B TOPOE, KOTOPHIE
HE TOJIbKO HE HABJIEKAIOT Ha ce0sl THEB TOCYIapbIHU 3a CBOIO MOAATIUBOCTH OpIIOBY,
HO, HaIllpOTHB, MOJIB3YIOTCS €€ MOKPOBUTENLCTBOM. CeHaTop MypaBbeB, 3aCTABIIMIMA
C HMM CBOIO J)KE€HY, YyTh OBUIO HE MPOU3BEN CKaHJana, TpeOys pa3Boja; HO LapHIa
YMHPOTBOPHIIA €0, IOJapUB eMy 3eMiid B JIndussaanm».

Exatepuna cmokoiHO oTpearumpoBaia Ha (paniry3ckue crieTHu. llpu tex
ycmexax, KOTOpbhIX pgocturia Poccus 3a roasl €€ 1apCTBOBAaHMS, OHAa MOTJIA
MO3BOJIUTh ce0e MOJOOHYI0 POCKOIIb — HE 3aMeydaTh CIUIETHU M CKaOpe3HbIe
KapTUHKH, TyJsiBIMe no EBpome. Poccus cranma Benukou aepxkaBou. Uem pycckas
MMIIEpATpULIA HEMAJIO rOpAWIack. THOCTpaHHbIE AUIIIIOMAThI YacTO Tafaiu, KTO Ke
BXOJIUT B MeTepOyprckuil xkaOuHeT, Onarojmapsi 4buMM ycuiusM Poccusi 3aHumaet
CTOJIb MOYETHOE MECTO B MHUPE M KaK BEJIIMKO YHCIO 3TUX CAHOBHUKOB. OIHAKO
OCTPOYMHEE BCEX CKaszasl NpuHI| A€ JIMHb, XOpOIIO 3HABIINKA UCTUHHOE IMOJOKEHUE
nen, ObITh MOXKET, MPEyBEeNNYUBasi POJIb UMIEPATPUIIBI BO BHEIIHETIOIUTUYECKUX
nenax, roBopuia 00 3tom Tak: "lleTepOyprckuii KaOMHET COBCEM HE TaK OTPOMEH, KaK
3aKiro4aeT o HeM EBpona, oH Bech moMeaercs B 0JHoi ronose Ekatepunsl'. 3a 3Ty
¢dbpa3zy MOKHO OBUIO MPOCTUTH OCTAIBHBIE €r0 BHICKA3BIBAHMS, Kyaa OoJiee eaKue u
OTKPOBEHHBIE.

Tak 4ro mycTe nUHIYT, OOCYXAass albKOBHbIE YBJCUEHHS POCCUHUCKOMN
uMreparpuibl. M He Takue ciplinana. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, €CM Y HEE TaKas Fr€HUAJIbHAs
rojIoBa, TO OYEMY HY>KHO 3a0bIBaTh O JkenaHusax Tena?! OgHo apyromy He MelIaerT.

[Tocne Tol crpaHHOW HOUM M3MEHBI OproBa €€ yKe HE 3aJeBaju. 3Haja U O
TOM, YTO TbSHbIA ['pUropuid yMyIapuics B3SiTb CHJIOM CBOW TPHUHAIUATHUIIETHIOO
mieMsaHHULIy. Tenepp OHAa MOAYMBIBAJIA MX IMOXKEHUTb, HO TOJBKO HE 3Hajia, Kak
MOJCTYNUTLCA K MOAOOHOMY Jneny. A motoMy mnomnpocuia Besaecyuiero I[lanuna
YCTPOUTH €Ille OJHO UCIBITaHUE ISl HaXxajdbHOro ¢aBoputa. TOT ¢ yAOBOIBCTBHEM
BBIIIOJIHWJI TOXKEJIAHUE TOCyAapblHU, OTHpaBuB OpjioBa B MaJ€HbKHA PYMBIHCKHIA
ropojok dokiansl, rae J0MKeH OblT ObITh MOAMKMCAH MUPHBINA JOTOBOP C TYpKaMH.
[leperoBopsl Ipo3wiIM 3aTSHYTHCS HAa JOJTME MECALBI, TEM CaMbIM TOCYIApbIHS
nojiyyaia JAOJTCOXKIAHHYIO mepenbinky. He mpouuto u vHegenu, kak OpiioB oTOBLT B
Py™MbIHMIO CO BCEH MMOMIION.



Tem Bpemenem AmnHa IIportacoBa copeBHOBasace ¢ IlpackoBbert bproc B
UCIIOJJHEHWH CAaMBIX HWHTHMHBIX UM JEIMKATHBIX IOPYYEHHHM TOCKYIOLIEH
umneparpunpbl. [lonawany moOeny — onxepskamu  3pelocTb M MPUPOAHAS
pacnyimeHHOCTh. MMmeparpurie ObUT MpeAcTaBieH MOJOAOW M KpacuBbiii MBaH
KopcakoB, koToporo mmmeparpuna cpasy Ipo3sana [Iuppom, mapem OnupcKum.
VYBnedeHne ObUIO0 OypHBIM M KPaTKOBPEMEHHBIM: TaK YE€JIOBEK OpocaeTcs B 3aro, B
HaJexXe 3a0bITh 0 CBOEM TaiiHOM rope. [laxe cebe Exkarepuna He mpu3HaBajiach B
TOM, YTO MCIOJIB3YET 3TO KPACHUBOE TEJIO HUCKIIYMUTEIBHO 110 KEHCKOMY Kalpu3y U
npuxotu. Korma ee B 3ToM OOBMHMI OJMH M3 (DpaHIy3CKUX aJpecaToB, OHA B
CepALax Hamucania:

«IIpuxots? IlpuxoTh? 3HaeTe aU BbI, UTO 3TH CIOBAa BOBCE HE MOAXOJST.
Korna peus uzaer o Iluppe, nape SnupckoM, KOTOPBI NPUBOJUT B CMYILIEHUH BCEX
XYJOKHUKOB U B OTYasiHUE CKYJIbNTOPOB? He MpuXoTh, MUJIOCTUBBINA TOCYIaphb, a
BOCXMILIEHHE, BOCTOPI MEpPE]l HECPaBHEHHBIM TBOpEeHHEM Ipupojbl! Bce kpacusble
BEIIH, CO3JJaHHbIE JIIOJIbMHU, MaaloT U pa3duBaroTcs. Kak mmonsl, nepea TBOpeHHEM
['ocnona, nepen tem, uro co3gano Bemnkum. Hukorma Ilupp He nmeman xecra win
JBIDKEHUS, KOTOpoe He ObLIo OBl MoNHO OnaroponctBa u rpanuu. OH CHSET, Kak
COJIHIIE, W pa3iMBaeT CBOW OJECK BOKpYT ce0si. B HeM HeT HMUYero N3HEeKEHHOr0; OH
MY’KECTBEHEH W HMEHHO TaKOB, KakMM Obl Bbl XOTENM, YTOObl OH OBUI. OJHHUM
cioBoM, 3710 [lupp, nape Dnupckuii. Bce B HeM rapMOHUYHO; HET HUYETO, 4YTO OBl
BBIJIETISVIOCH. TAaKO€ BIIEUATIIEHHWE IMPOU3BOMAAT Japbl NMPUPOAbI, OOBEIUHEHHBIE B
CBOEH KpacoTe, HMCKyCCTBO TYT HM IIpU4E€M, O MAHEPHOCTH M TOBOPUTH HE
IPUXOIUTCH. .. »

Kpacusas Bemp, BOT, HakoHel, ciioBO st KopcakoBa n HaiineHo. OTnpaBus
nuceMo, Mmneparpuia 3aagymanack. A cuactiuBa oHa ¢ I[Tuppom? Unm sto Beero
JUIb TUppoBa mobeaa. MoXKHO, KOHEYHO, CHaTh C COBEPLUICHHBIM TBOPEHHEM
IIPUPOJIBI, HO HE NOJIy4YaTh OT 3TOr0 HUKAKOTO yJAOBOJILCTBUS, KPOME dCTETHUECKOTO.
OCTeTHKY OCTaBUM JJIsl IyXa, U 0e3 Toro ceitoro. Teno tpedyer unoro. Tpedyet, HO
He moiy4aer. He oH ee moOut, a oHa crapaeTcs MOMIOOWTH; HE OH €€ IIENyeT,
W3HEMOTas OT ’KEJIaHus, OH BCETO JIMIIb MOACTABIACT XOJEHYIO IIEKY JJIS MOLEITYS.
C TeM ke 4yBCTBOM MOJKHO LI€JIOBAaTh XOJIOIHBIN MpaMop. [laxke oH corpeBaercs oT
4eJIOBEUECKOro TeIUla, HE TO, YTO KMBas CKYyJbNTypa B ee mocreau. M Bckope
QIYHBIA  OpraHM3M MMIEpaTpUllbl MOTpeboBan  OoJblle, YEM CO3EpLaHHE
COBEPLIEHHOI'O TeJa, PsJIOM ¢ KOTOPhIM OHA YyBCTBOBaJIa ce0sl paHO MOCTapeBIIEH U
YPOIJIUBOM.

Pa3peiBy ciocoOcTBOBai M Apyroil HENMpUATHBINA 3nu304. OaHaXabl MOCpean
oenmoro aus EkarepuHa BolIa B CBOIO CHAJBHIO M 3acCTbula OT HENPUTIIATHON
KapTHUHBI, OTKPBIBIIEHCS U3YMIIEHHOMY B30DY.

Ha ee mmpokou mocrenu, NOKPHITOW HIEIKOBBIM IOKPBIBAJIOM, JIEXKATIU JIBOE
— kpacaser [Iupp u ¢peitnuna [Ipackosest bproc. XoTs c10BO «iexanu», HoxKatyH,
HE COBCEM TOYHO IIEPENABANIO 3aHATHE, KOEMY C OIPOMHBIM YIOBOJIBCTBUEM
npenaBaigich Onm3kue ei moau. B mepByto munyTy EkatepuHa He Hamuiach aaxe,
YTO U CKa3aTh. TONBKO OTMETHIIA TIPO cebst, uTo ¢ ee Ppeimmuoit KopcakoB He Tak



XO0JoJleH, Kak o0byHO ¢ Hel. I[lepoii ummeparpuiyy 3ametuna [IpackoBbs.
BckpukHyna ot ucnyra, MoAXBaTHIIA [J1aThEe, TPUKPBIBIIKNCH, U TYT K€ MOBAJIUIIACH B
HOT'H, MI0Ka3aB NOKPACHEBIIMH OT ycepaus 3al. ExareprHy 3aTOLIHUAIIO.

— Maryuika, npoctu!

CKOJbKO pa3 OHa ciblllajia 3TO B CBOEH ku3HU? W ckoybko pa3 mporuana?
MoxeT OBbITh, JOBOJILHO?

— Ilouwta Bon! — otneuarana xonoaHo Exarepuna. — Bunets Te0s He Xouy!

bproc miaya BbiOekana u3 cnaipbHu. KopcakoB, HampOTUB, HE CMYTHIICS:
OTKMHYJICSI Ha CIMHY, NPUHSAB COOJa3HUTENbHYIO 103Yy. COBEpIIEHHBIH OTPOCTOK
9yThb [TIOKAaYMBAJICS, HAIOMUHAS CTOUKY 3MEHU.

— A tebe 0coboe mpuriamieHue Hy»KHO? —ee T0JIOC 3BE€HENT OT SIPOCTH.

— Karumt! I'myno Tak cepautecs! Bol Beab HE B IEPBBINA pa3 JENIUTE MY>KUYUH,
— KopcakoB caenain HenpuCTOWHBIN KECT.

— Sl HU ¢ KeM He JIeI0 CBOMX MYXKYHH, — €€ TPSICIIO OT OOUABl U YHUKCHHUS.
— bptoc — npoOus. lllmoxa Ha coyx6e, ecnu Tede yronHo. OHa mpoOyeT KUBOE
M$ICO, KOTOPOE B JAJIbHEUIIEM MHE MOKET IOCTaBUTh yIOBOJIbCTBUE.

— ®u, kak rpybo! — Kkazanoch, OH HUCKOJBKO HE paccTpousics. Bo Bcsikom
cllydae JlaXke He MoTeps caMmoo0iiaganust, uto B30ecuino Exkarepuny eue 6oablie. A
IIOTOM BCTaJI, HETOPOIUIMBO OAeJIcA U BbilIes. Hascerna.

— Krto t61?'ne Te1? C kK€M TBI?

Korna wmmneparpuna BblllUIa M3 CHAJIbHU, €€ TIJlaza ObUIM CyXW, JIMIIb
IOKPACHEBILIME BEKHM BBIJABAIM CMITEHME, LlapuBliee B ee aymie. bproc Obuia
OTCTPAaHEHa OT JAOJDKHOCTH Ha HEOIPEACIIEHHOE BpPEMsl, U MECTO €IMHCTBEHHOMU
npobHu 3aHsana IlporacoBa, pa3npakaBilas HMMIEpPATPULy CBOEH MOJIOAOCTBIO U
BCESITHOCTBIO.

Bcekope AnHa cooOuuna, 4To Hallla MACaIbHYI0 KaHAMIATYPY sl HOBOTO
¢nurenb-agproTanTa ExaTeprnbl, 94TOOBI €€ BEIMYECTBO MOIJIa HEMHOTO Pa3BesIThCS.
Exartepuna cornacunacs, it Ob1710 Bce paBHO — KTO.

[lonauany BacunpunkoB Exarepune mnaxxe nmonpaswics. M B nepByro ouepenb
TE€M, YTO pa3UTeNbHO oTinyancs oT OpjaoBa — CIOKOMHBIM M BBIIEPKAHHBIM
XapaKTepoOM, a TAKXKE HEKEJIaHHUEM BMEIIMBATHCA B TI'OCYJApPCTBEHHBIE BOIPOCHI.
Ommuancs u or KopcakoBa — Temiom M ydactueM. MHorma B HeM  gaxke
IpOCHINAJaCh HMCKPEHHSISI CTpacTh, HO OuY€Hb penko. ExarepuHy  nojnoOHas
HEYYBCTBUTEIBHOCTh CHJIBHO OOMXKaja: HEYXeJIM OHa Uil HEro HeXeJaHHa?
[Toxosxe, uTo HeT. BacunpunkoB HHTEpECOBAICS OJAHOM U3 (PpeiyivH, MOAYMbIBasl HA
HEH )KEHUTHCSA. A CBOM CBUJAHUS C UMIIEpaTpULIEH BOCIIPUHUMAI KaK HEOOXOAUMYIO,
HO HENmOuMyo ciyk0y. OH NpUXOAWJ, KOTJa 3Bajid, OCTABaJCs POBHO CTOJBKO,
CKOJIbKO OBLJIO HYXXKHO, a TIOTOM, €IBa CKpbiBasg oOOJerdyeHue, ynaaasuics B
IPUTOTOBJIEHHBIE JIJIs1 HETO KOMHAThl. IHOrna n3 BpeaHoctu ExaTeprHa cnenuaibHO
€ro OTChLJIaNAa, BBDKUAAIA KAKOE-TO BPEMS U BHOBb 3BOHMJIA B KOJIOKOJIbYMK. M1 cCHOBa
npuxoauia 0e3 eIWHOro cliefa pa3IpakeHUs Ha KPacCHBOM JUIE, JIOKHUIICS PSIIOM,
corpeBasi moctenb. Y, mogHANPATIINCH, YECTHO U JOOPOCOBECTHO BBIMOJHSAI CBOM



JIOJIT TIOJ;TAHHOTO BO BTOPOM, TPETHiA, a ObIBAJIO, UTO U B IecTol pa3. [loToM BHOBB
yXOJIWI. A OHA YKpaJKOU IJIaKaia, 3aphIBIIUNCH B MOIYIIKY:

— C nypakoM manblibl 000XKria, HO TYT K€ C APYTUM JTypakoM CBs3ajach.
MHe oT Hero AyIIHO, a Y HEero Ipylb 4acto OOJHT, OTOCHaTh Obl, Ja KEM €ero
3ameHuIb? CKydeH, ayiieH u HeBkyceH. Kak xonoausiii cyn. Bee ckyunsl. Co Bcemu
nyirHo. I 0e mui? C kem mwvi, MOU eOUHCIMBEHHBIU aH2e?

Koraa crtaHoBuiaoch cOBCEM HEBBIHOCHMO, OHA YKpbIBAjJach B CBOEM TailHOM
ceaTwinine. O MaJeHbKOW CEKpPETHOM KOMHATE, CKPBITOM 3a BbIJIBUTAIONICHCS
CTEHOM, 3Has HemHorue. MmmepaTpuila THIATENBHO YKpbIBajla €€ YOpaHCTBO OT
noctopoHHux T1na3. Crooma mpuxoawna noObITh OgHOM W momeuTtaTh. Ha crenax
BUCENIM TOPTPEThl TEX, KTO OCTaBWi clieq B ee »xku3Hu. CanrbikoB, I[lanuh,
[TonsitoBckmii, OpnoB, Kopcakos, naxxe BacuiapumkoB u ToT ObUI. Kaxkmomy onHa
Japuia TeIio CBOEW IyIW, WHOTAA YpbIBas KycOYku cyacTbs. Ho oHO Tak ObICTpO
3aKaHunBanochk. Ha mamsate npuxoauno npusHanus I 'puropus. B nens nepesopora
KTO-TO M3 €ro IBapACHIeB C BOCXMILIEHHEM BOCKIMKHYJI. «BOT jXeHIMHA, W3-3a
KOTOPOW MOPSAJOYHBIA YETOBEK MOT Obl BHIHECTH 0€3 COXAJIECHUS HECKOJIbKO yJIapoB
kHyTa». Ho cormacusicst Ob1 KTO-HUOYIb BEIHECTH TaKylo MBITKY ceifuac?

OpinoB? C HUM OHa OKOHYATENbHO paccTaiach. [IpociblliaB 0 HOBOM
dbaBopute UMMEpaTpUIlbl, TOT, 3a0bIB 000 BCEM, PUHYJCS 0OpaTHO B CTOJNMILY, 0e3
BCSKOTO COXKaJeHUs] OCTaBUB (POKIIAHCKUN KOHIpPECC, TZie BO3MIABISUI pycckyro. O
ero noctynke Exarepune nmocrapanuch J0JI0KUTh Kak MOKHO ckopee. OHa HUCKpEeHHE
0oss1ach €ro BO3BpAIllEHUs . BCe ObLIO M3BECTHO Hamepen. [lpuener, BO3bMET CUIION,
CUHSIKOB HACTaBUT M, YOEIUBIIUCH, YTO BCE MO-TIPEKHEMY, yNAIUTHCA KYTUTHb B
Becenblil oM. Y3HaB o0 Bo3BpaieHnu Opioa, Ekatepuna Bapyr npuHsijia HEIpoOCToe
JUIs ce0sl pellieHre: X OTHOIIECHUS JaBHO MCUYEPIaiu APYT APyTra, Jy4lle pacCTaTbCs
cefyac Ipy3bsIMH, 4EM [TIOTOM BparaMu. Bo3mM0OKHO, Ha 3TO NOBIMSUT LIAPb DNUPCKUH,
BO3MOXKHO, TIOCIIEIHENW KaIUIe CTall <«XOJIOJHBIM CyI», HO OHa [OpuKa3ajia
OCTaHOBUTH (paBOpPUTA.

B copoka kumomerpax ot IlerepOypra kyprep Bpyumsn OpJoBy NHCbMO
ExarepuHsbl ¢ OBEJIEHUEM BBIIECPKATh KapaHTHH. ' C MOEH K€ CTOPOHBI S HUKOI/IA
HEe 103a0y/ly, CKOJIBKO sI BCEMY poy BaiieMmy oOsi3aHa. S mpeasiararo Bam U30paTh
JUI BPEMEHHOTO TIpeObIBaHWS Balll TaTYUHCKUM jgBoper;. ['HeB OpiioBa ObLI
ctpaiied. OH 4yyTh He YOUJI HECHACTHOTO Kypbepa U pa3Hec KUOUTKY B IIETKHU. 3aTeM
BCKOUMJI Ha Jioaib U yexali B ['arunny. Eciiv moHavaily OH HaJiesscsl Ha IEpeMeHy B
CBOEH yuacTu, TO BcKope moHsul: EkarepuHa, gake, HECMOTPS Ha CWJIbHBIA CTpax
nepea ero Mol M HEeoOy3JaHHOCTHbIO, OOJbIIE €ro BUIETh HEe kemaer. Bce
KoH4YeHO. MiMniepatpuiie ObLIO Jierye OTKYHIUThCS. UeM BCTPETUTHCS C TEM, KOTO OHA
KOT/1a-TO CHJIBHO Jro0mina. Unu mymana, 4ro srobuia.

[locne nMTENBHBIX MEPEroBOPOB, HANMOMUHAKOMMX ocany, OpJoBy
IPEJIOKUIA COXPAHUTh BCE 3aHMMaeMble JOHKHOCTH U BhlgaBaTh emy 100 Toicsy
pyOseit »kajgoBaHbsl MPU YCJIOBHHM, YTO OH HE CTAHET BBITIOJNHSATH JOJKHOCTHBIX
oOsi3aHHOCTEH, 1 He Oyzaer kuTh HU B [lerepOypre, Hu B MockBe. OH XeHWICA Ha
CBOCH MIEMSHHUIIE, KOTOPYIO CaM K€ U 00eCUecTHII, U yexXaJl Ha TOJ1 3a TPaHHUILY.



M BOT Temeph OHa cujaena B CBOEH TallHOW KOMHATKE B OKPY)KEHHUU OBIBIIHUX
Jr000BHHUKOB M TOCKOBAJIa OT KEHCKOTO ouHouYecTBa. Heyxenu Ha ee 1100BU MOKHO
MOCTaBUTh KPEeCT? A Kak paHblle ObUIO XOpomIo: o0bsATHs ¢ [IoHATOBCKHMM, JNacKu
OpioBa, ropsuue nonenyu lllyBanoBa u BocnaneHHbli menot [loreMkuHa Ha O HOM
u3 jectHull; «Mos nyiia OeclieHHasi, Thl 3Haelllb, YTO 51 BECh TBOW, U Y MEHSI TOJIbKO
Thl oAHa. S Mo cMepTh TeOe BEpeH, U UHTEPEChl TBOU MHE HYXKHBI . [lomuuTcs, I'pu
['pu Torma Tak ocepual, yciplllaB JI€p3KOE MPU3HAHHUE CBOETO JPYra, 4ro TYT XKE
YCTPOWJI APAKY, BO BpPEMs KOTOPOW IMOpaHUJI MOJOAOMY KpacaBly Iua3. A depes
HECKOJIbKO JIHEeW mpHuilen U nojaenuscs HoBocThio: [loreMkuH okpusen. "Tlpumouka,
— panoctHO coobmmy OpioB, — KOTOPYIO €My Jaj HEKUH 3Haxapb, NPUTIHYJA
NpeCcCWIbHBIA JKap K royioBe, a Ooyiee K OOBSI3aHHOMY TJia3dy, OTYEro OOJIE3Hb
ycunuiach 10 HectepnuMocTH'. [IOTEMKHMH CHsUT MOBSI3KY M OOHapy»KWJ HapoCT,
KOTOPBIN MOTMBITANCS CHATH OYJIaBKOIO, B Pe3yJIbTaTe Yero JMIIWICS I1a3a BoBce. Tak
YTO TENEeph TBOU BEPHBIN BO3JbIXATENb JUIIUJICSA KPACOThI U My>KecTBeHHOCTHU. [Ipu
nBope ero yxe mnpos3Bain Llukionom. Hasepnoe, Kats, Tbl oropuuiibcs, koraa
y3Haelllb, YTO OH yAaJIWjcs U3 ABopua. Bcem m3BecTHO, Kak Thl HE JIOOUIIL yOOTHX U
YILIEPOHBIX».

[Toremknn! Kak xe ona morima o HeM 3a0bITh! YenoBek, Oe3HAIEKHO
TOOUBIIMK ee ABeHaAuarh Aoiarux Jier! MoxkeT, mpuiia Mmopa COCIUHUTh UX
CyabOBI?

I'JIABA 25.

Bnepsoeie ['puropuit [loremkun yBuaen ExkarepuHy B KasapMe MOJIKa, Kyza
BEJIMKYIO0 KHSATHMHIO IIPUBEI €ro Te3ka u komanaup ['puropuii Opisos. Mx BcTpeua B
JIeHb TIEPEBOPOTA, KA3aJlO0Ch, ObLIA ONpeiesieHa caMoil CyIb00.

CraB wumnepatpureii, Exarepmna ero He 3a0plna: MmEApO Harpaawia Hu
npubau3mia k cebe. POBHO HaCTOIBKO, HACKOIBKO TTO3BOJISUTA MPUIBOPHBINA STUKET U
peBHuBbIN ['puropuii OpsoB. XoTs Ha TOT MOMEHT OpJIOB HE BOJHOBAJICS O TOM, UTO
Yy HEro MOSIBWICS COINEPHUK. U B IMEPBYKD OYEPEAb TapaHTHEH CIyXKUJa TapaHTUEH
pasHua B aecAth jJeT. Ekarepune [loTeMkuH Ka3ancs XOTh U KPaCHMBBIM, HO OUYECHb
MOJIOABIM. XOTS YK€ TOrjJa OHAa OTMETWJIA OPUTMHAIBHOCTH [loTeMKmMHa U ero
JKUBOM, HEOOBIYHBIM yM. CMenbId, TalaHTIMBBINA, TaKo ke OeciialdailiHbli, KaKk U
OpiioB, [ToTeMKHH MOpa3ui €e He TOJILKO IMIYOOKMMHU 3HAHUSIMU TPEUYECKOro S3bIKa,
O0rocyioBUsl U HApOJHBIX 00bIYaeB. Jleo He B 3HAHUAX, @ B OTHOIIEHUH K Hel. OH,
Ka3aJ10Ch, UTPAJl C UMIEPATPULIEH, MEUIEHHO, HO BEPHO MPOOYK/1as y TOU KeJTaHUeE.

WNHorna mosBsICS Kak YEPTUK M3 TaOaKepKu — OTIYCKaJl CMEYI0 U Bcerjaa
OCTPOYMHYIO IIYTKY M BHOBb Hcue3aji. MIHOrna — kapayiui €€ Ha JIECTHHUIIE, MMa1all
Ha KOJICHH, IIeJIOBajJ €l pyKH U TMpHU3HABAJICS B CTpacTHOW JtoOBU. [lpucyrcrsue
JIpYTrux JIOJACH, WX YAUBICHHUE, TOJIBKO IMOACTErMBAI0O €ro MNbUIKOCTh. OpJioB
Oecwiics, a OHa C JIOOOMBITCTBOM Tajajia: UTPaeT WIA Ke JACHCTBUTEIHHO JIFOOUT?
Ko urpaer, To Oyzaer gocamHo, XOTs U COKOHHO (0 OemeHoM HpaBe OpioBa 3HAIH
BCE BOKPYT); €CIIU BIIIOOJICH, TO, KaK TOTJa ObITh? [IOHATH jk€ NCTHHHBIC HAMEPECHUS



OHAa HMKaK HE MOIVIA. YCKOJb3aJd, IIenbMa. Tak rae jKe KOHYaeTCs IIyTKa M
HaYMHAETCS TpaBaa? A, MOXKET, MPaB/Ibl HUKAKOW U HET?

Opnako, cyns no noefeHuto OpJioBa, MO €ro BO3pAacTarOLIEd PEBHOCTH, a
TaKk)Ke O3700JICHHOCTH K ObIBIIEMY ToBapuily, uyBcTBa IloTemMkuHa OBLIH
UCKPEHHUMH U IiyOokuMu. Hu pasHulia B rojgax, HU pa3HOE MOJIO)KEHHE €ro He
OCTAHABJIMBAIH.

— Kak Te1 mnpekpacHa, myma wmosil — Ekarepuna ¢anbiinBo mbITagach
BBIPBAThCS W3 CTpacTHbIX 00bsATHI I[loTemkuna. IlpunBopHbie ocTonOeHenu, He
pemasch MPUNUTH €M HA TIOMOIIIb.

— I'puropuit Anekcanapoud! Bei ¢ yma couutu! Otmycrture!

— Ilocune Toro, Kak nouemnyeus!

Ha ynuBnenHbIx ry6ax uMIepaTpHIbl 3aropeics MOUENyH, JaHHBI TPOTHB
Bosu ([IpotuB Bomm? Komy el mkenis, Kara? Cebe? ['puroputo? U ecnu ['puropuro,
TO KOTOPOMY?).

OHM HUKOTO HE OOSJICS, U 3TO KaYeCTBO TaKkKe MPUILIOCH MO IylIe MOJIOA0H
umneparpune. Eciu OprnoB puckoBan ONPOMETYHBO, MOBHHYSCH BHE3AIMMHOMY
uMnynscy, To IloTeMkuH, HampOTHB, MPOAYMBIBAT KAXKIYH0 MH3aHCIICHY, OIHAKO
OpyU 3TOM BCEr/a BBIXOAWIIO, YTO OH HMIIPOBU3HUPYET, UTO TOJIBKO J00ABIISIIO
oudapoBaHusi. ExarepuHe HpaBUIIOCh C HUM OOILATHCS, MOPON OHA Jaxe (uupToBajia
C HHUM, HO BCerga B paMKax JOMyCTUMOro. XOTd C KakJIOH BCTpeyel 3To
CTAHOBWJIOCH CZeNaTh Bce cioxHee. Ee oTka3 TONbKO pa33alopuBai MbUIKOTO
NOKJIOHHMKA. [IOTEMKHH HEe >Kelal MUPHUThCS HU C YCIOBHOCTSIMU JIBOpA, HU C
rocrioacTBOM OpisioBbix. OH mocTaBuil ce0e MOUCTUHE KOPOJIEBCKYIO 1€b — JINOO
Bce, 1100 Huvero. Bece — sto Exkarepuna, Huuero — xu3Hb 0e3 ExkaTepuHsbl.

[ToctraBuB 1enb, HaYaNM 1OOUBATHCS, Kpylia Bce BOKpyT. Ecnu apyrue 6osiuck
OpnoBbix, To [loTeMKHH, XOpOIIO 3HABIIMI BCeX OpaTheB, OTKPHITO UM JIE€P3UI,
CTapasch MpH KaXIOM YAOOHOM ciy4yae BbI3BaTh ccopy. CBoero Te3Ky OH
BOCIPMHUMAJ KaK OMACHOTO COMNEpPHHKAa, HO M ToJbKO. Cepile KEeHIIMWHBI, Kak
U3BECTHO, epeMeHYnB0. OCOOEHHO, ecH cep/ille TaKo! >KeHIIUHBI. OpIIOB HUKOT/AA
He mpu3HaBajics Exarepune, uro mmeHHO IloTeMKkHH cka3zan Ty 3HaMEHATEIbHYIO
¢bpa3y: «BoT KeHIMHA, U3-32 KOTOPOW MOPSA0OYHBIN YeTOBEK MOT Obl BbIHECTH 0€3
COKaJICHUsI HECKOJIBKO yaapoB KHyTa». M oueHb jkajen, 4ro caM JI0 Hee He
J0TyMaJIcCsl.

K ocenu BbIHYXJICHHBIA JFOOOBHBIA TPEYrOJbHUK HU3MY4YWJ BceX Tpoux. U
OoJpIIe BCEro camy uMIepaTpuily. MyKuyMHaM MOpolle. UIrpaeT CUIyIIKa, NMouau
nojepuch. B kpaliHeM ciydyae — BBINIEW U1 AYNIEBHOTO CIIOKOMCTBHS. A €l 4TO
nenate? Ilute — He mbeTcs, Oparbcs HE o0O0ydyeHa, OCTaeTcsi TOJIbKO B
rOCyapCTBEHHbIEC Jeia yuTh C¢ ronoBod. Ho m tam OH ee Haxoawnd, cMylnas
HENPUCTONHBIMU TPETIOKCHHUSIMHU

— Bce cepauie MHe M1000Bb BBITPHI3IA, KOJU HE COTJACHUILILCSA OBITH MOEH —
ympy.

— Jla kak BbI cmeeTe!



— Ot 11000BHOM TOCKH, MaTyIllKa, U HE TO cienaenb. 3aueM Tedbe Oprios? A
xe sryye!

[ToremkuH nyran EkaTepuHy: TSHKEJIO CTOSITh HAa MMOCTAMEHTE, @ HY KaK MMOTOM
ceanumbea? Ho emie Tspkenmee € BBICOTHI CMOTPETh Ha 4YENOBEKa, C KOTOPHIM
XOTEJ0Ch ObITh KaKk MOXKHO Onmxke. BoT u MeTanack, He 3Has, KaK ObITb.

[ToTeMKHH pazapaxkan W 37U MHOTHX, IPEXKAE BCErO, CBOEH YAUBHUTEIBHOM
YBEPEHHOCTHIO B ce€0e U BHYTpeHHEH cB000a0M. EMy, K prMepy, HUYEro He CTOMIIO
NOAIIYTUTh Haa medoM TaWHOW TMOJUIMK, OJHOrO M3 OMacHEHIIUX JIIoAcH B
rocynapctee. B To Bpems, Kak Apyrue ApoKajaud OpU €ro mosiBieHud, ['puropuit
XOXO0Taj], nepeapazHuBas MenBexbsa noxoAaky Cremana IlemkoBckoro: «Yro,
Crenan MBaHoBuY, cHOBa kKHyTOOONHMYaenb? He Hamoeno i1u ¢ Msicom paboTaTh?».
[IlemkoBckuit OOBIYHO OarpoBen OT THEBA, HO, CTPAHHOE €70, CHOCWJ MOJ4a
onacHble ockopOieHus. Mosxer, noroMy [IOTEMKHH M IPHUBBIK, YTO BCE CXOIHUT C
pyk?

[IpumepHO wyepe3 moJiroa IMOCiEe KOpoHAauuu umiepaTpunbl I[loTemkuH
mepemen TOHKYI0 TpaHb, OTICSBIIYIO €ro OOBIYHBIE JEp3KHME BBIXOAKH OT
rocyaapcTBEHHOTO mnpecTyrieHus. B orcyrctBue OpioBa oH 3a0pascs B CHANbHIO K
UMIIEpaTpUIIE W TMOMBITAICS 3aHATh MecTo oduimanbHoro ¢aBoputa. Hecmorps Ha
CMYIIECHHBIN cMmeX EkarepuHbl, CKaHIaJ1 BBIIECN YKaCHEHMIIWH, U [ puropus
AJleKcaHIpoBUYA OTIPABUIM B IOYETHYIO cChUIKy — B llIBenuto. EmMy Hagnexano
HABECTUTh PYCcCKOro mocyia B CTOJABrojibMe€ M COOOIIUTh TOMY O HOBOM IOJIUTHKE
pycckoro rocynapcrBa. I[IOTEMKMH TOHSIJI HAaMEK: €ro IOBEICHUE CTAHOBUTCS
yrpoXamIuM i1 Jo0pojaerenu umiepatpuibl  (modpoxerenu, xal), motomy u
OTCBUIAIOT B XOJIOAHBIE KPasi HEMHOT'O OCTYIUTHCS.

— Hy, u xak tam, B llIBenun? — BCTpeTHJI OH B JCHb CBOET0 HAa3HAYEHUS
Cepres CanTbIkoBa, KOTOPOTO KOT/Ia-TO TaK)K€ OTOCHAIH OT ABopa. — JIroau KuByT?

CanThIKOB YCMEXHYJICS

— Xusyt! Ho Bam Tam He noHpasutcs, I'puropuii Anexcanaposuu!

— Tlouemy?

— CJIMIIKOM TOpsiYM, TOTO U IJISIAM, CBOMMU BBIXOAKAMHU HIBEACKYIO CTOJUILY
pacromnure.

[ToTeMKUH JOBOJBHO YCMEXHYJCS: MOJO0OHAs XapaKTEpHUCTHKA BIIOJHE €ro
yCTpauBaJa.

3a rpanuuer I[loremknHy HE mNOHpaBWIOCh. Bo-mEpBBIX, FOBOPAT HE IO-
HaleMy (CJI0XHO 4TO JIM PYCCKHUU SI3BIK BBIYYUTH?), BO-BTOPBIX, JIFOJU CIHMIIKOM
XOJIO/IHBI U BOCIIMTAHBI, XOPOIIUX IIYTOK HE OHUMAIOT (CKy4yHO!), HY, a B-TpEThUX,
[ToreMKHH yX€ HE MOT HAaXOJIUTHCS BAANU OT MpeAMeTa CBOero obokanus. Takas
nypHas npuBbluka. [IoTOMy 10BOJIBHO OBICTPO BHIMOIHWII MMOPYYCHUE, U, HE MEIIKa,
oTIpaBuics B 00paTHBI MyTh. OOEpHYIICS, KaK B CKa3Ke: MO LyYbeMy BEJICHHIO, IO
MOEMY XOTEHMIO, U BOT s 31ech! ExarepuHa B3IpOrHyia, YBUAEB €ro BO BpEMs
OuepeHOro npuema: noiaydeHuslt ypok [lotemknna aHuuemy He Hayuwmi. JKanp? Jla
HET, MOXKaIyHl, TaK aaxe uHrepecHee. JIOOOBHBIN TPEyroJbHUK BHOBB 3aTpelial Mo
mBaMm. Pa3Bsizka npubinxanace.



[To Bo3pameHnn HEYroMOHHOro mojdaHHoro ExarepuHa mpubnusmia ero K
cebe. HeoxummanHomy cOMMKEeHHIO CIOCOOCTBOBa M TOT ¢akTt, yto OpioB B TO
BpeMs yexan HaBecTUThb OpaTta. Co BpeMeHEeM OHa Hay4yWsiach OTBEYaTh IIYTKOW Ha
OpU3HAHMUS B JIOOBU, M MEXIYy HUMH YCTaHOBWJIMCH JTOBEPUTEIbHBIE OTHOIICHHUS,
HAIMIOMHUHAIOIIME COMHHUTENBHYIO IPYXKOy MEXIy MYKUYMHOH M KeHIMHOH. O6oux
TAHYJO Jpyr K Jpyry, Ho eciau I[loTeMKHMH BceMH MOMBICIAaMU M HaJeXJIaMH
CTpEeMIJICS K MHBIM OTHOLIeHHsM, Exarepuna ux Oosnack. OcoOeHHO ee cMmylnana
pasHHIa B jeTax. Tak ¥ XOOWJIM Ha LBIMOYKAaX IO TOHKOM BepeBKe, HE MEepexois
m000BHOTO PyOrKoHa.

CtpeMsick KOMIIEHCHPOBaTh aMypHOe pazouapoBaHue [ puropus, Exarepuna
HeMaJio CrocoOCTBOBaja €ro MOJUTUYECKOM Kapbepe. OmHaXIbl, UCIONHAS CBOU
00s13aHHOCTH KaMep-IOHKepa, OH CHJEN 3a CTOJOM HampoTHB uMmmeparpuilsl. OHa
CIpocuia ero o 4em-to mno-(paniry3cku. OH OTBeHasl MO-PYCCKH, a KOTAa €My
yKa3ajH, 4TO OTBEYATh IOCYAapIO CIENyeT Ha TOM K€ S3bIKe, HAa KAaKOM MpPeI0KeH
BOMPOC, JAEP3KO BO3PA3MI: «A s, HAIPOTHB TOTO, AYMAlO, YTO MOJJAHHBIN JOJIKEH
OTBETCTBOBATh CBOEMY I'OCYJapi0 Ha TOM S3bIKE, HA KOTOPOM MOXET BEPHEE MBICIIU
CBOM OOBSICHUTD; PYCCKHI K€ SI3bIK YUy sl C TUIIKOM JIBaJIaTh /1Ba rojga». Exkarepuna
paccMesyiach M IMepeluia Ha PYCCKUHM S3bIK, KOTOPBIM BIIaJella HAMHOTO XYXe, YeM
¢paniy3ckum. B nanpHeiiimneM, BCOMHUB 3a0aBHBINA 3IM307, OHA Ha3HAuWiIa €ro
HOMOIIHUKOM 00ep-Tipokypopa CruHO/Ia, peIInB, YTO TaKUM 00pa3oM HaiieT jydliee
IPUMEHEHHE ero CIOCOOHOCTSM, a 3a0AHO OTpaauT ceds OT ero JOMOTraTelbCTB.
bonee Toro, oHa cCOOCTBEHHOPYYHO  COCTaBHJIA CIIMCOK €r0 HEMOCPEACTBEHHBIX
oOsizanHOcTell: «[loBenenn Mbl B CuHOZE OecnpepbIBHO MpH TEKYIIUX Jelax, a
0co0NMBO TpHU coOpaHusiX, ObITh HaleMmy kamep-toHkepy ['puroputo Ilotemkuny n
MECTO CBO€ HMMETh 3a O0ep-TIPOKYPOPCKHUM CTOJIOM, C T€M, Ja0bl OH CIyLIaHUEM,
YUTAaHUEM U COOCTBEHHBIM COYMHEHHUEM TEKYIIUX PE30JIOLUN U BCETO TOr0, YTO OH K
M0JIb3€ CBOEH 3a MOTpeOHOE HaileT, HaBbIKal ObITh UCKYCHBIM U CIIOCOOHBIM K CEMY
MECTY JAJIsi OTIPaBJICHMS €N, €XKEIU BIpPEIb, CMOTPS HA €ro yCHexu, Mbl 3a0iaro
YCMOTPHM €T0 ONPEJCIUTh K JEHCTBUTEILHOMY IO CEMY MECTY YIPaKHEHUIO.

Bormpeku comHeHusM ero riaBHOro conepHuka — OpioBa — HOBasl ciryk0a
[Toremkuny moHpaBuiock. OH exeIHEBHO mocemian Bce 3aceaanus CHHOAA, BHOCH
pa3yMHBbI€ MIPEIOKEHNUS, HEPEIKO 0A00pEeHHbIE CaMOi MIepaTpuUIIei.

N tepnenne OpioBa sonHyno. CIydniaocs TO, YTO CIy4yusioch. M30urtoro
[loremknHa mpuBe3nu aA0oMod. BeiBanm snekaps. TOT HpuIoXuia K Tiazy KIy4yro
NOBSI3KY, CTajo Xyxke. Torma HereprenuBblii OOJBHON caMm pem1 3aHsIThCA
JIeYEeHHEM: Ha3aBTPa C TOKJIAJIOM €ro KAajla UMIIEpaTpuLa.

He noxxnmanace.

C motepeit rnaza Iloremkun mnepemenwics. Buepa oH OblT KpacuB, Kak
rpeyeckuii 00T, CeroHs ypoJJuB, Kak HUKION. HecyacTbe MOMTHOCTHIO MEPEMEHHIIO
u xapakrtep, [loreMkuH caenancs yrpiom, 3aJyMuuB U peiaurno3eH. OctaBui ABOD,
OpeanoynTasl Tenepb MoJHOoe yeauHeHue. OTpacTuil UIMHHYIO OOpoay W CTal
TOBOPUTH 00 yXOJIe B MOHACTBIPD.



Exarepuna 3a0ecrnokonnack, JUIIMBIIACH CBOETO JtoOnMIa. UTO uMeBIIN HE
XpaHuM, notepsBuM — 1utadeM. OHa norpeboBana Obuto, uToOb! [loTemMkuH mocme
BBI3ZIOPOBIICHUSI BEPHYJCS K CBOMM CIYXEOHBIM OOS3aHHOCTSIM, HO TOJy4YWIsIa
TBEPABIM OTKa3. BCE HBIHEIIHUE CcTpemuieHus [puropuss AJjekcaHapoBuya
HaIpaBjeHbl B CTOpOHY lepkBu. CBeT Oojee €ro He HMHTEpECyeT, U B CKOPOM
BPEMEHU OH COOMpPAETCs MPUHSITH MOCTPHUT.

VYroBopsl okazanuch Oecniosie3HbiMU. [loremMkuH npebbiBan B xanape, Opios
— B IIPEKPAcCHOM pacroyiokeHuu ayxa, Exatepuna — B cmarenun. Haenune ¢ coboit
OHa MOTJIa MPU3HATHCS, UTO OYEHb CKy4yaeT 0€3 CBOEro MOKJIOHHHUKA.

Brnpouem, B monacteipp IloreMknH Tak u He ymen. To mu ¢ borom He
JOTOBOPUJICA, TO JIM TIPOCTO IIEPEXKUI CIIOXKHBIE BPEMEHA H IOYYBCTBOBAJ
NOoTpEOHOCT, B HMHOM oOOpa3e JKU3HH. B Hagane pyccko-Typeukoil BOHHBI OH
HEOXKUZAHHO OOpaTWics K HMIEpaTpulle C MPOUICHHEM TO3BOJUTH €My
MOKEPTBOBATh >KU3HBIO PaJM €€ CJIaBbl U OJAromosyyus: 'peBHOCTHas ciyxk0a K
CBOEMY TOCYIapl0 W TMpeHeOpeKeHre >KU3HW OBIBAIOT JYUYIIUMHU CIIOCOOaMHu B
noydeHun ycmexoB". Ckpemst cepane, EkarepuHa ymoBieTBOpmiIa MPOCHOY
mrobumia. [lycts myure BoeHHas Kapbepa, ueM ciayxenue bory.

B unne renepan-maniopa IloremMmkuH ydacTBOBajd B IITypME€ XOTHHA, a 3aTEM
npy 3HaMEeHUTOM cpakeHuu npu dokmanax. B nmonky ero moluiu 3a XpadpocTh U
YECTHOCTh. YKpaakoil or ['puropusi, umieparpuua BHUMATEIbHO CleAWIa 3a
BOCHHBIMM NoJiBUramu [loTeMkuHa.

A celfyac BApPYT BCIIOMHMJIA O JIIOOOBHBIX MPU3HAHUAX: TOJIOBA 3aKPY>KHUIIOCH,
B rOpje NEpecoxyio, a B XKUBOTE CiaaKo 3aHbuio0. [lociyimaer, eciu Mmo30BeT?
JIBeHaauaTh JIET CAUIIKOM OOJBIION CPOK, YTOOBI COXPAHUTH BEPHOCTh UYBCTBAM.
Brpyr mo0oBs cropena? U ceifuac eii JocTaHETCs TOIBKO IMETen.

Exatepuna pe3ko MoJHsIach, €ABa B3IJIAHYB Ha CBOIO JIOOOBHYIO Taliepero.
Uro Tonky ragaTth? Eciu oTKaxeTcs, 3HaYUT, TAK TOMY U OBITb.

B kabunere oHa Hammcana JIOOMMOMY T€HEpally 3aMbICIOBATOE IHCHMO.
Cpa3y u He moiimenib ero cMmbIci. Pa3rajaer npenoKeHHYI0 Iapajay, BEpHETCS B
[leTepOypr, HET — HY Tak Ha HET W CyJa, Kak M3BeCTHO, Toxke He Oyzaer. Ilepo
JIPOKAJIO B €€ PyKe, KOrJa CTapaTeIbHO BBIBOAMIIA!

"I'ocnooun ['enepan-Ilopyuux u Kaeanep. Bwvi, s uarw, cmoib ynpasicheHvl
enazenvem Ha Cunucmpuro, umo Bam nexoeoa nucema yumams. M xomsa s no curo
nopy He 3Haio, npedycnena au Bawa 6ombapoupada, Ho mem He MeHbluue 51 Y8epeHda,
umo ece mo, 4e2o Bvl camu npeonpumeme, HuueMy UHOMY NPUNUCAMb He OOJHCHO,
Kak eopavemy Bawemy ycepouro ko mHe nepcoHanbHO u 8000we K 11006e3HOMY
Omeuecmay, komopozo ciyxcoy Bl niobume.

Ho kak ¢ moeii cmopoHvl 5 6ecbma JHcenar peGHOCMHbIX, Xpabpvlx, YMHLIX U
UCKYCHbIX TI00€ell coxpanums, mo Bac npowy nonycmomy ne oagamucs 6 onacnocmu.
Bul, yumas cue nucomo, modxxcem cmamuvcsa coenaeme 6Onpoc, K yemMy OHO NUCAHO?
Ha cue Bam umero omeemcmeosamu. Kk momy, umo6 Bwi umenu noomeepicoenue
Moezo obpaza mulcau 06 Bac, ubo s eceeoa x Bam eecoma 0obposcenamenvua.
Examepuna".



3aKOH4YMB, 3areyaraja, He IepeYnThIBasi, 1 HEMEIJIEHHO BeJieda OTIPAaBUTh 11O
HazHadeHnto. C caMbIM OBICTPBIM KypbepoM. IloTomy, Kak neno cpoyHoe U He
TepISLIEe OTIAraresbCTBa.

Bckope eit cooOuunu, nucbmo rerepan [loTeMKuH nomyyu.

Ener.

I'JIABA 26.

B oxunanuu nuknona Exarepuna uzsenack. Kak-to onu BerpetsiTes? Moxer,
BCe U 3psA7? A BeIb COBCEM CKOpO BO JBopel] npuOyner. M Hukakas oxpaHa He
OCTaHOBHUT cyMacleamero IloTemMkrnHa, KoeMy IO NIpPOLIECTBUU [IOKHUHBI JIET
HaKOHell yJIpIOHyNnack yaada. [1o cooOmieHusiM areHToB, OH B HECKOJIBKHX BEpCTax K
[TeTepOypry.

A OHa HHMKaK HE MOXET BbIOpaTh HapsA. JECATKU IUIAThEB IMepeMepuia,
yCTaau OT YKJIAJKU U IMyJpbl, TOMaia Ha ry0ax Mo4TH CTepiiach OT BOJHEHUs. Bapyr
nokaxercs crapoi emy? Eif Bcero cOpok ueTsipe, HO... ['0/1bI CIIM3HYIM MOJIOJ0CTDb U
oecneunocTh. IloHpaBuTcs nu oHa ['puine Takoil, kakas ectb? bymer nu oH ee
moouts? OTorpeer ju cepare?

CKOJIBKO BOIIPOCOB, JIMIIEHHBIX OTBETa. DX, €ClAU Obl 3arisiHyTh B CBOE
oynymee! Ecnu Obl... XoTh Ha KapTax ragail crnemHo. Ho ragate 6osutachk: KapThl
MyTalOT CYaCThe, OCOOCHHO, €CJIU TO YXK€E Ha TIOpOTre, B IBEPh CTYUUTCH.

B mkarynke ¢ OpuuiMaHTamu, TMOXOKMMH Ha 3aCTBIBIIME CJE3bl, JIEXKAJO
ne0sKbe nepbliko. EkaTepuHa 0epexHo K HEMY MPUKOCHYI0Ch. Kmo mul? [ '0e mwvi?
C xem mu1? CKOJIBKO BPEMEHU MIPOILIO, a 10 CUX MOP MOMHHUT MOJPOOHOCTH TOU
3araJIoyHoi Houu. CamMoii CHaCTIMBOM B ee OypHOMU KU3HHU.

[TopbIB BeTpa pacnaxHyd OKHO, U MEPBIIIKO BBIPBAJIOCH U3 NANbLIEB, MTOJETEIO0
B METepOYyprcKyro ChlpocTh. EkaTepuHa MOTSHYJIach 3a HUM, CTPEMSICh NMOWMATh, U
BIPYT Bcs ee Oyayias >KM3Hb MPOHECIach B MTHOBEHHUE OKa.

Ona yBuzaena, kak IloremkuH, 3ampIXasCh OT CYAacThsi U IKEJIAHHS,
NEPECKAKNBAET YEepe3 JIBE CTYNEHbKM NO mapaaHou JiecTHuile. CTalKuBaeTcs ¢
MpayHbiM OpJIOBBIM, NPHUEXABIIMM MPOCUTh AayJAHEHUUIO Y TOCYAapblHH, HO
MOJIYYMBILEMY KECTKUN OTKA3.

— Bur1 kyaa, ['puropuit ['puropseBuu! — mnoBsizka cbexaja, 1 MEPTBBIN TJ1a3
HaCMEIUINBO CMOTPUT HA CONIEPHHUKA.

— 1 — BHM3. A BBl — BBEpX IO JIECTHULE. Y KaXKJIOI'O CBOE BPEMHI.

Omna yBuzena, Kak OH 0e3 CTyka BpbIBa€TCA B KOMHATY, U, IENys €€ B ryObl,
Tpyab, II€I0, MIa4YeT OT paaocTu. U cebds, 3aXMeNeBIIyIO OT CYaCThsl.

Omna yBuzena ce0si B TSDKEJIOM MOJBEHEYHOM IJIaThe B MAJICHBKOM LIEPKBYIIIKE
Ha okpauHe IlerepOypra. Hounoe TaitHoe Benuanue. [loTeMkuH pas3myBaercsi oOT
TOPJOCTH, YKPAJKOM OTJIaKUBasi €€ OONBIION KUBOT.



Ona yBujena UX MOCIEIHIO CCOPY TojJla uyepe3 JiBa mocie. A MOTOM MadyKu
MCEM B TEUEHHWE NOJNTUX JIET. YK€ HE JIOOOBHUKH, a MPOCTO JPYy3bsi M TaWHBIC
CyHpYTH.

Ona yBujena cie3bl o u3BenieHuu o cmeptu Opiiosa, comienmero ¢ yma. U
cie3bl no cMepTH [loTeMknHa, yMepIIero rie-To B CTeNH ¢ €€ MIMEHEM Ha ry0ax.

Uepena My»KCKUX JIML, CMyTHO 3HAKOMBIX U €lI€ HE M3BECTHBIX ei. CoBcem
MaabuuKku. Heyxxenu oHu OyAyT corpeBath ee Mo HouaM.

N omate morteps. YMUpaAOIIUM HA €€ pyKax KpacaBell, HE MPU3HAIOIINN HE
Bpayeu, HU CMEPTH.

U poxxneHue BHyKa.

W nipenaTensCTBO ChIHA.

N cBOE 0AMHOYECTBO B YBAAIIEM HEMOIIHOM TETIE.

U, nakonerr, 6eoe meprIIIKo, yraBiiee Ha JIaJOHb.

Kmo mu1? I'0e mu1? C kem mot?

A ¢ Toboii!

B TOT neHb oH BO3BMET €€ 3a pyKy U yBeneT HaBcerna. U Gonbiie He OyaeT HU
0011, HU cMepTH, HU Topsl. TonbKOo TH000Bb.

CTyKHyJIM CTaBHH, CJIIOBHO KTO-TO IMOIPOILAJICS C HEIO HA JOJITUE TOJBI C TEM,
4YTOOBI MOTOM 0053aTEIbHO BCTPETUTHCH.

B xopunope nocnbliancs cTyk kadbiykoB. JIBeps 06€3 CTyKa pacrnaxHyJiach:

— Kars! Cepaue moe!

[lenys ee B ryObl, rpynp, meto, [loremkuH miakan ot pagoctu. Exarepuna,
3aXMENEBIIAs OT CYACThS, IPUKUMAIACH K HEMY BCEM TEJIOM.

— X nana tebs!

— Teneps HUKYJA HE OTMYITY, — MMOOOEIIAN OH, CPhIBas ¢ Hee oAexkmy. — U
Hukorzaa!

Exarepuna yneiOHyIach: CTOUT JIM JaBaTh TaKWe KISTBBI, KOTJA BIEPEIU €IIle
1iesnas )KUu3Hb?
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